Prayers to Close Election Season
November 9, 2016
Amistad Chapel 
United Church of Christ


This service is based on Compline, Night Prayer of the Church, a spiritual practice in which 
we give the day’s work over to God’s keeping, and ask for rest for the challenges of tomorrow.



OPENING SENTENCES AND CANDLE-LIGHTING
Jesus Christ is the light of the world
The light no night can overcome.
Stay with us Lord, for evening comes
And the day is almost over.
Let your light scatter the shadows of this world
And illumine your church.

PSALM 130
Antiphon: (all)	 
As the deer longs for running streams, 
so we long for you, O HOLY ONE

(group 1)	From the depths we cry to you,
Lord, hear our cry!
Catch the sound of our voices
Raised up, pleading.

(group 2) 	If you record our sins, 
O God, who could survive?
But because you forgive we stand in awe.

We trust in God’s word, we trust in God.
More than sentries at dawn
We watch for our God.

More than sentries at dawn 
let Israel watch.
Our God will bring mercy and full pardon, 
And will free Israel from its sins.

Antiphon: (all)	 
As the deer longs for running streams, 
so we long for you, O HOLY ONE

SILENT PRAYER

PSALM 126
Antiphon: (all)
Holy One, our part is to keep your word.
We pray from the heart: remember your mercies. (Psalm 119: 57)

When GOD brought us home to Zion,*
we were like those who dream. 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
 	and our tongue with shouts of joy;

then it was said among the nations,
‘GOD has done great things for them.’ 
GOD has done great things for us,
and we rejoiced. 

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like water in the desert.
May those who sow in tears
  	reap with shouts of joy. 

Those who go out weeping,
bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
carrying their harvest. 


Antiphon: (all)
Holy One, our part is to keep your word.
We pray from the heart: remember your mercies. (Psalm 119: 57)

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS:	
Who are we whom God has called? 
Few of us are wise, few are powerful.  
Yet to shame the wise 
God has chosen what the world counts folly; 
to shame the strong 
God has chosen what the world counts weakness.
1 Corinthians 1: 15 ff
In union with Christ Jesus, we are all children of God.  
Baptized into union with Christ, 
we have put on Christ like a garment. 
There is no such thing as Jew or Greek, 
slave of free, male or female, 
we are all one in Jesus Christ.*                              Galatians 3: 28
		
SILENT PRAYER

CANTICLE		The Beatitudes                  Matthew 5: 1-12
Antiphon (all):	
Come to Jesus, 
all those whose work is hard, whose load is heavy, 
and you will be renewed.

Blessed are the poor in spirit,
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land.

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
    for they will be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,
   for they will be called children of God.

Blessed are they who are persecuted 
for the sake of righteousness,
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you 
and utter every kind of evil against you falsely 
because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward will be great in heaven. 

Antiphon (all):	
Come to Jesus, 
all those whose work is hard, whose load is heavy, 
and you will be renewed.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
	
CONCLUDING PRAYER
Lord, 
This election season is over.

It is the end after a long season.
What has been done has been done;
What has not been done; 
has not been done;
		Let it be.
	
Receive all our fears and anxieties about the future 
into your transforming presence.

Give us rest to prepare for a new day
New joys, new challenges, new possibilities
[bookmark: _GoBack]in which to manifest in the world the Way of your reign:
Justice, Peace and Love.

In your name we pray, Amen.*

THE LORD’S PRAYER

BENEDICTION
Go in peace, counting on 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the sweet communion of  the Holy Spirit. 
Amen

* Adapted from Night Prayer in A New Zealand Prayer Book: He Karakia Mihinare O Aotearoa.  The Church of the Province of New Zealand.  Auckland: William Collins Publishers, Ltd, 1989, pp. 167-186.
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