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getting started

Hospitality begins when we perceive ourselves and others as strangers in a community of welcome. 
Seeing Christ’s presence in the other enables us to welcome Christ into the midst of the community, 
with all of the costs and joys of discipleship. Gentle, attentive, patient, and consistent care is required to 
create a community where members are intentional about seeking and welcoming all, especially those 
whose abilities, experiences, and cultural traditions are different from the mainstream of the current 
community. A community of hospitality is aware, sensitive, and open to divergent cultural practices. It 
reaches far beyond the limits of the familiar in a highly mobile world, transforming both the newcomer 
and the established community.

about this Faith Practice

Let’s Begin …

Now that you’ve downloaded the files for your faith practice and age group or setting, you can get 
started planning one or multiple sessions:

 Open the .pdf file for Workshop Rotation. There are eight workshops which explore this faith 
practice:

 art Computer drama Food

 games Music science Video

 Locate the Workshop you’ve chosen

 Look through all 9 activities and select the ones you would like to do with your group. 
• If you’re planning a 30–45 minute session, choose 3 activities. 
• It is best to select at least one activity from Exploring and Engaging, at least one from Discerning 

and Deciding, and at least one from Sending and Serving.
• For 45 minutes to 1 hour, choose 4 or 5 activities. 
• For a 1½- to 2-hour session, you can use all 9 activities.

Tip: Look for this symbol  to find activities designed for Easy Preparation (able to be done with 
minimal preparation using supplies normally found at the church). 

giving and receiving 
Hospitality
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 Make copies of any handouts ( ) related to your activities. Order posters ( ), if using art 

(see “Ordering Posters,” below).

Faith Practices activities include many opportunities to grow in faith through the use of scripture, mu-
sic, and art. 

Ordering Posters
If you choose activities that use an art image, you or your church will need to purchase posters of the 
art by clicking on the link provided in the activity. If you wish to use art, you will need to plan ahead, 
since it takes 1 to 2 weeks for the posters to arrive after you place your order.

Art
Six posters are used with the faith practice Giving and Receiving Hospitality and may be ordered by 
clicking on the links provided.

From Imaging the Word Poster Sets:
“The Peaceable Kingdom” by John August Swanson (http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources)

“The Public Fountain” by Manuel Alvarez Bravo (http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources)

“Embrace of Peace” by George Tooker (http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources)

From AllPosters.com:
“Barber Shop” by Jacob Lawrence (http://www.tinyurl.com/AllPosters1)

“The Luncheon of the Boating Party” by Pierre-Auguste Renoir (http://www.tinyurl.com/AllPosters2)

“Vendedora De Pinas” by Diego Rivera (http://www.tinyurl.com/AllPosters3)

Music
Three music selections are used with Giving and Receiving Hospitality. We have selected music which 
is easily found in many hymnals. A web link is provided to give more information about each music 
selection.
Come All You People, Tune: Uyai Mose (http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong1)

Wade in the Water, Tune: African-American Traditional (http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong2)

Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant, Tune: Servant Song (http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong3)

Use of art, Music, and scripture in Faith Practices
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Scripture
Twelve Bible passages are used with Giving and Receiving Hospitality, two with each Exploration.
Discovery   Luke 19: 1–10    Hebrews 13: 1–8, 15–16
Scripture   Genesis 18: 1–15 (21:1–17)  Isaiah 25: 1–9
Discipleship   John 13: 1-17, 31b–35   Acts 2:42–47
Christian Tradition  Mark 14: 22–25   1 Peter 4:1–11
Context and Mission Romans 12: 9–18   John 6: 1–21
Future and Vision  Luke 14: 15–24   Mark 10: 13–16
 

 Arthur Clyde Worship, Music, Arts, and Story
 Ginna Minasian Dalton Adults
 Barbara Rathbun Seekers and New Church Participants
 R. M. Keelan Dowton Young Adults
 Karen Wagner Older Youth
 Lori Keller Schroeder Youth
 Sandi Marr Older Children
 Donna Hanby Young Children
 Barbra Hardy Multiage and Intergenerational
 Martha Brunell Living Practices in Daily Life
 Melinda Campbell Workshop Rotation
 Debbie Gline Allen United Church of Christ Identity and History
 Ted Huffman Editor
 Patrice L. Rosner Managing Editor
 R. Kenneth Ostermiller Project Coordinator

Writing team for giving and receiving Hospitality
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No part of this download may be reproduced or transmitted—beyond the group using these materials—in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, or by any information storage or retrieval system, without the written permission from the publisher.
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Hospitality begins with the perception of the distinction between self and other and flows toward the realization that all 
are strangers in a community of welcome. Seeing Christ’s presence in the other enables us to welcome Christ into the midst 
of the community, with all of the costs and joys of discipleship. Gentle, attentive, patient, and consistent care is required 
to create a community where members are intentional about seeking and welcoming all, especially those whose abilities, 
experiences, and cultural traditions are different from the mainstream of the current community. A community of hospi-
tality is aware, sensitive, and open to divergent cultural practices. It reaches far beyond the limits of the familiar in a highly 
mobile world, transforming both the newcomer and the established community.

About this Rotation

This method of education is informed by Dr. Howard Gardner’s work on multiple intelligences, or the many individual 
ways learners apprehend and incorporate information into their own understandings and ways of being in the world.

For those new to Workshop Rotation, a little vocabulary:
• Multiple Intelligences: Ways of incorporating information, i.e., Visual Spatial, Logical/Mathematical, Verbal/Linguistic, 
Bodily/Kinesthetic, Musical/Rhythmic, Interpersonal, Intrapersonal, Naturalist. 

About Workshop Rotation
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 Jesus Welcomes Children (Easy Preparation)
Supplies:

 • Bibles
 • pictures of Jesus welcoming children (do an internet search and/or search 

through your church’s supply and resource closet) 

Show the children pictures of Jesus welcoming the children and ask if they’ve 
heard a Bible story about this incident. Have the children find Matthew 19 in 
their Bibles, and explain that by the time this story happened in Jesus’ life he 
was getting to be a “rock star” with people following him all over the place. Ev-
eryone wanted to hear him teach, and they all wanted to know how they could 
be closer to God. But the disciples who traveled with Jesus were getting worried. 
Jesus was tired and had little time for himself, or for them. So they started to ask 
people to go home, or at least to give Jesus some space. People wanted to bring 
their children to Jesus so he could bless them or heal those who were sick. When 
the disciples started to send them away … well, read what Jesus said (Matthew 
19:14–15). Pose some wonder questions for the learners and invite their response: 
I wonder why Jesus did this. I wonder how the children felt. I wonder how the 
parents felt. I wonder how the disciples felt. Invite their wonderings about this 
story. Perhaps Jesus was showing hospitality to the children and their parents. 
Ask the children what they think hospitality means.  Remember that some of 
the learners may have participated in previous workshops about hospitality and 
might be able to answer this. For some groups, this might be the first or second 
workshop in the rotation, and they may not be certain about this definition. Hos-
pitality means welcoming and caring for others, just like God cares for each of us. 

Remind the children of the story of Abraham and Sarah and how they welcomed 
the strangers at their tent in the desert (Genesis 18:1–15). In welcoming the chil-

BiBle Focus stoRy:

Genesis 18:1–15
(21:1–17)

Take time during the week to cen-
ter yourself and feed your spirit with 
your learners in mind. Read the story 
of Jesus welcoming the children in 
Matthew 19:13–15. What do you dis-
cover about this story this time that 
you had not previously considered? 
How do you feel about the disciples 
turning away the families? What do 
you think the disciples were think-
ing? Were they trying to protect Jesus, 
or were they trying to get some time 
with him themselves? Who are you in 
this story? Here Jesus shows us how to 
extend hospitality even when we are 
tired and very busy. Think of times 
when you have offered hospitality. Is it 
difficult? Easy? What makes different 

leader preparation

• Rotation: The overarching story or concept that will be explored through a number of workshops focusing on different 
Intelligences. 
• Workshop: Primary site of learning. Workshop plans focus on one or two of the Intelligences while incorporating others in 
a secondary way to give learners various experiential ways of understanding the Rotation’s overarching concept(s). 
• Workshop Leader: Uses this resource to plan the workshop, adjusting each workshop to best meet the needs of learners, i.e. 
age range, size, disabilities, or any other special needs of the group. 
• Shepherds: These leaders travel with a specific group through all the workshops in any rotation; they develop relationships 
with the learners through which faith is shared.

Faith is learned experientially and in relationship. Shepherds are the key people in terms of building relationships, since 
they move through workshops with the learners. Workshop leaders work with Shepherds to adapt each workshop to the 
particular group of learners they will have in the session: age ranges, learning styles, and experiences in previous work-
shops within this rotation.

The focus story for this rotation is Genesis 18:1–15. At least one activity in each workshop is developed around this story. 
Each workshop will also have activities based on other scriptures that help us understand the importance of giving and 
receiving hospitality.

About this Workshop

Art is one of the healthiest ways we have to express our emotions. It is also a traditional way of communicating sacred 
stories. When few people could read the scriptures, they learned the stories of our faith in stained glass windows, statues, 
and paintings. This workshop offers opportunities for appreciation and also for expression

exploring & engaging Activities
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dren, Jesus reinforced that practice. He demonstrated how important it is for 
us to be kind and welcoming, even when we are tired and busy. Spend a few 
minutes talking about what the children see in the pictures you have displayed. 
Where might they put themselves in the picture? Place a chair in the middle of 
the learning area and pretend that Jesus is sitting in that chair. Invite the children 
to stand or sit where they might be if Jesus was there to welcome them. 

 The Peaceable Kingdom
Supplies:

 • poster: “The Peaceable Kingdom”
  http://www.tinyurl.com/UCC Resources  by John August Swanson

Invite the children to gather around “The Peaceable Kingdom” by John August 
Swanson. Ask them to look carefully at the picture. What is going on in this pic-
ture? Do these animals look lifelike? What Bible story or stories does this remind 
you of? (Some possible answers include the feeding of the 5,000 or the great ban-
quet, which are used in another workshop, or the prophesy that the lion will lay 
down with the lamb in Isaiah 11:6, or even the story of Noah’s ark and the flood.) 
What do you like best about this picture? Is there anything you don’t like? Why? 
When all have had a chance to look and wonder about the picture, tell them the 
title is “The Peaceable Kingdom” and that it refers to a promised time in the 
future when all of creation will live together in peace and justice. Remind the 
children of the definition of hospitality: welcoming and caring for others. What 
might this picture say about hospitality? How do you think all the creatures feel 
in the picture? How would you feel if you were in that picture? What is your fa-
vorite color in this picture? Why? Is that a warm or cold color? What color would 
you choose for hospitality?

 Pictures of Hospitality
Supplies:

 • poster: “The Peaceable Kingdom” 
   http://www.tinyurl.com/UCC Resources by John August Swanson
 • poster: “Embrace of Peace”
  http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources by George Tooker 
 • poster: “The Public Fountain”
  http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources by Manuel Alvarez Bravo
 • poster: “Vendedora De Pinas” http://www.tinyurl.com/AllPosters3
  by Diego Rivera (optional)

Direct the learners’ attention to all the posters you have displayed in the room. 
Remind them that hospitality is the welcoming and caring for one another. You 
might mention the story of Abraham and Sarah welcoming the strangers who 
came to their home and Jesus welcoming the children. Invite the children to 
move silently around the room, look at each poster, and consider what that pic-
ture might be saying about hospitality. Then have them sit down near the poster 
they think most expresses what they feel is hospitality. Go around the room and 
invite each learner to tell why he or she made that choice. There are no wrong 
answers; keep the discussion on hospitality and how it feels to offer it and to 
receive it. 

instances that way? Who, in your life, 
do you think does a particularly good 
job of welcoming children? How do 
they do it?

Search the Internet or the place in your 
church where teaching pictures are 
stored to find a variety of pictures of Je-
sus welcoming children. Some children’s 
Bibles will have such an illustration. You 
might also look for the poster “Christ 
Among the Children” by Emil Nolde,
http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources. 

Read this Workshop plan and choose 
those activities that best fit you, your 
learners, and your community. WARN-
ING: Do NOT try to fit all of the follow-
ing activities and discussion into one 
hour. Set up your room so that learners 
can all gather round the artwork you 
choose to explore.

Remember, the Shepherd is a criti-
cal element of the Workshop Rotation 
method. Please contact each group’s 
Shepherd the week before they visit 
your Workshop, so they will be proper-
ly prepared to model hospitality with 
the learners during the Workshop. The 
Shepherd can also inform you during 
this contact of any special concerns or 
needs of learners within this specific 
group.

Prayer: Loving God, thank you for your 
ever-lasting welcome. Thank you for caring 
so deeply for me and for each one of these 
put into my care. Sometimes, exploring 
emotions is difficult, but that is part of art. 
Walk with me through this workshop, God. 
Please help me to demonstrate your spirit, 
your welcoming love, your very hospitality 
with the learners entrusted to me and with 
all I meet in this, your blessed Creation. 
Amen.
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 Modeling Hospitality (Easy Preparation)
Supplies:

 • Bibles
 • modeling clay or play dough

Tell the story of Sarah and Abraham, Genesis 18:1–15. Gather the children around 
a table where you have provided modeling clay or play dough, paper, and mark-
ers. Invite the learners to create a scene of Abraham and Sarah’s hospitality. You 
might assign each character in the story to a learner, or have them draw slips of 
paper to determine who they will sculpt. Also, ask each learner to make a sculp-
ture of her or himself to place in the scene. This is an opportunity to integrate 
the intrapersonal learning dimension. Ask the children how they would feel if 
they were traveling through the desert and someone offered them rest, food, and 
drink. Have them describe times when they have offered or been offered hospi-
tality, such as when they moved to a new school, or their family adopted a pet, or 
they participated in a social outreach program of your church

 What Are They Saying?
Supplies:

 • poster: ”Embrace of Peace”
  http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources by George Tooker 
 • dialogue balloons (Use parchment or freezer paper to cut out balloons 

like you see in the comics. Make them large enough for learners to write a 
sentence or two.)

 • use tape or sticky putty to hang dialogue balloons on or near the poster

Gather where all can see the poster “Embrace of Peace.” Point out that when 
we practice hospitality we make many choices. Invite the children to look at the 
people in this picture. What might be the setting of this picture? What is happen-
ing in the picture? What, do you think, are the people thinking? Who is offering 
hospitality? Who is receiving hospitality? Where would you be in this picture? 
Distribute dialogue balloons and markers. Invite the learners to consider how 
people greet one another. What might these people be saying to each other? Be 
aware of any learners who need help with writing or spelling. Help the learners 
affix their dialogue balloons to the poster at appropriate places. 

 Tell the Story of the Picture
Supplies:

 • poster: “The Public Fountain”
  http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources by Manuel Alvarez Bravo 
 • poster: “Vendedora De Piñas”
  http://www.tinyurl.com/AllPosters3 by Diego Riveria (optional)
 • paper and pencils

Move to the poster “The Public Fountain.” Ask if anyone has ever drunk from a 
fountain like this? Where was the fountain? Why was the fountain located there? 
How does this fountain express hospitality? Where in the world do you think 
this picture was taken? (The picture was taken in Mexico, but it could also be of 
the Middle East or Indonesia or North Africa.) Invite the children to wonder with 
you: I wonder what this child’s life is like? I wonder if this is the only place to 

For each workshop leaders may choose 
from 9 activities that help learners en-
gage the practice of faith. It is best to se-
lect at least one activity from Exploring 
and Engaging, at least one from Dis-
cerning and Deciding, and at least one 
from Sending and Serving. The first 
activity in each category is designed 
for “easy preparation” (able to be done 
with minimal preparation using sup-
plies normally found at the church). 
Using all 9 activities could take 90–120 
minutes. 
* To plan a session of 30–45 minutes, 
choose 3 activities using one activity 
from each category.
* To plan a session of 45–60 minutes, 
choose 4 or 5 using at least one activity 
from each category.

Workshop Development Discerning & Deciding Activities
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get water, or if he has water at his house? Ask: What do you wonder about in this 
picture? Write a group story about hospitality and this picture. Or, invite each 
learner to illustrate an answer to one of the wondering questions offered in this 
activity. For older learners, divide into teams of two or three to work on this task 
as an interpersonal activity. Younger learners might do better offering their ideas 
and letting you or the Shepherd write them down. All stories are valid because 
we really don’t know what is going on. These questions might stimulate the story 
telling: What happened before this moment? Why is the boy so thirsty? What will 
happen right after this moment?

If you have a larger group of older learners, you might include the poster “Vend-
edora de Piñas”, which means Pineapple Salesgirl. Point out that pineapples are a 
symbol of hospitality. Does this girl look like she’s offering hospitality? Why do 
you think so? For older learners, ask if they think she helped raise or harvest the 
pineapples, or does she sell them? Does she own these pineapples? Will she earn 
all the money from selling them, just a little, or none? 

 Welcome Feelings (Easy Preparation)
Supplies:

 • newsprint or white board and markers
 • paper the size of the front of the printed order of service
 • markers, crayons, or paint
 • a printed order of service 

Talk with the children about how it feels to be welcomed. Invite them to name 
specific times when they felt welcomed into a new, unusual, or uncomfortable sit-
uation, such as moving into a new neighborhood, starting class in a new school, 
becoming a member of a sports team or choir, coming to a new church, etc. Write 
their “feeling” words on newsprint or white board. Then ask the learners what 
pictures or colors come to mind when they hear these “feeling” words. Ask them 
to draw a picture of that feeling or of the welcome they received. 

Distribute paper cut to the size of the format of your bulletin cover (for example, 
vertical format with areas blocked out where the artwork cannot cover) and ei-
ther markers, crayons, or paint. Explain that their artwork will be used on the 
printed order of worship for a future Sunday. Be sure to get approval from the 
appropriate person or committee for this. This activity is suited for all ages, and 
will be particularly fun with younger learners. 

 Picture Hospitality
Supplies:
 • mural paper
 • markers

Remind the children of the story of Abraham and Sarah welcoming strangers to 
their home (Genesis 18:1–15). Abraham and Sarah lived in the desert. If they lived 
in your community, what kind of strangers might they encounter today? What 
kind of hospitality might these strangers need? If the children have difficulty 
thinking of examples, you might mention people who are homeless, immigrants, 
or people seeking asylum from war or natural disasters. They might need food, 

sending & serving Activities
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Reflect
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You will likely be leading other groups 
through this workshop. Now is a good 
time to reflect on what worked best 
with this group. Did it work because of 
the age group? Because of the particu-
lar makeup of personalities? Because 
you enjoyed that aspect of the work-
shop the most? Consider what you 
would do differently and why. Take 
time to discern what God is teaching 
you through the learners in this work-
shop and to look forward to what fu-
ture learners will teach you, too!

blankets, toothpaste, baby kits.  Invite the children to create a mural to illustrate 
their suggestions. Have them  draw Abraham and Sarah, those to whom they 
might offer hospitality, and what that hospitality might look like. If there is not a 
convenient place to create or display such a mural, have each child make a poster. 
Displaying the finished artwork allows the children to become leaders sharing 
what they’ve learned with the larger congregation. 

 Thank You for Giving Hospitality
Supplies:
 • worship service bulletins
 • blank cards
 • markers or crayons
 • stamps, stickers
 • newsprint or white board and markers

Invite the children to look at the worship service bulletin for today. What parts 
of the service are instances of hospitality (greeting, passing the peace, etc.)? Ask 
the children if they feel welcome when they come into the church. What makes 
them feel welcome? What doesn’t? Look again at the bulletin to identify who 
participates in the service: Greeters, Ushers, Lay Leaders, Choir Director/Music 
Minister, Choir, Fellowship Hosts, and anyone else involved. Ask the learners 
what each of these jobs entails, and fill in what they don’t know. Most churches 
have a description of these roles, usually available from the church administra-
tor. Explain that these people give of their time and energy to make all of us 
feel welcome at our church. Move to a table where there are blank cards, mark-
ers, crayons, stamps, stickers, and whatever you might need to make Thank You 
cards. Invite the children to make cards to thank all these folks for their hospital-
ity. In giving these cards, we will let them know how grateful we are that they 
practice hospitality — and we will be practicing hospitality ourselves, too! On 
newsprint or white board write, “Thank you for being our usher.” Also list all the 
other roles you identified to assist the children with spelling. Help any learners 
who require help to write the message on the cards, then let them decorate the 
cards, reminding them that we want to create the kind of feeling that we would 
have if Jesus welcomed us to come visit him! 

Practice giving the cards to members of the congregation. Pair each learner with 
a partner. Have them role play the giving and receiving of the card. What will the 
giver say? What will the receiver say? Trade roles and practice again. This activity 
is particularly suited to older learners, though it will work for younger learners 
and multiage groups with plenty of adult help.

Close with a prayer of thanks for all those who make us welcome, especially 
God who is always welcoming us. Then let the learners distribute the Thank You 
cards. 
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Hospitality begins with the perception of the distinction between self and other and flows toward the realization that all 
are strangers in a community of welcome. Seeing Christ’s presence in the other enables us to welcome Christ into the midst 
of the community, with all of the costs and joys of discipleship. Gentle, attentive, patient, and consistent care is required 
to create a community where members are intentional about seeking and welcoming all, especially those whose abilities, 
experiences, and cultural traditions are different from the mainstream of the current community. A community of hospi-
tality is aware, sensitive, and open to divergent cultural practices. It reaches far beyond the limits of the familiar in a highly 
mobile world, transforming both the newcomer and the established community.

About this Rotation

This method of education is informed by Dr. Howard Gardner’s work on multiple intelligences, or the many individual 
ways learners apprehend and incorporate information into their own understandings and ways of being in the world.

For those new to Workshop Rotation, a little vocabulary:
• Multiple Intelligences: Ways of incorporating information, i.e., Visual Spatial, Logical/Mathematical, Verbal/Linguistic, 
Bodily/Kinesthetic, Musical/Rhythmic, Interpersonal, Intrapersonal, Naturalist. 
• Rotation: The overarching story or concept that will be explored through a number of workshops focusing on different 
Intelligences. 

About Workshop Rotation
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BiBle Focus stoRy:

Genesis 18:1–15
(21:1–17) 

leader preparation

This workshop relies on the use of 
“Abraham and Sarah,” an interactive 
multimedia disc available from Sun-
day School Software at
http://www.tinyurl.com/2d5fc5o. 
Explore the “Abraham and Sarah” CD-
ROM during the week. Become famil-
iar with the layout, and use the mouse 
to explore and uncover all the buttons 

 Understanding Covenant (Easy Preparation)
Supplies:

 • Bible

Talk with the children about the meaning of covenant. A covenant in the Bible 
is an agreement between God and God’s people in which God makes certain 
promises and then requires certain behavior. Read Genesis 17:1–9. Highlight the 
covenant between God and Abraham: What does God promise to do? What is 
Abraham expected to do? This covenant means that God and Abraham and all 
his children and their children will be in an important relationship. 

 Hear the Story 
Supplies:
 • Bibles
 • computer with Internet access

exploring & engaging Activities

• Workshop: Primary site of learning. Workshop plans focus on one or two of the Intelligences while incorporating others in 
a secondary way to give learners various experiential ways of understanding the Rotation’s overarching concept(s). 
• Workshop Leader: Uses this resource to plan the workshop, adjusting each workshop to best meet the needs of learners, i.e. 
age range, size, disabilities, or any other special needs of the group. 
• Shepherds: These leaders travel with a specific group through all the workshops in any rotation; they develop relationships 
with the learners through which faith is shared.

Faith is learned experientially and in relationship. Shepherds are the key people in terms of building relationships, since 
they move through workshops with the learners. Workshop leaders work with Shepherds to adapt each workshop to the 
particular group of learners they will have in the session: age ranges, learning styles, and experiences in previous work-
shops within this rotation.

The focus story for this rotation is Genesis 18:1–15. At least one activity in each workshop is developed around this story. 
Each workshop will also have activities based on other scriptures that help us understand the importance of giving and 
receiving hospitality.

About this Workshop

Computers (with good software) allow learners to explore Bible stories and concepts at their own pace and in creative, 
attractive fashion. One reason is that computers engage several multiple intelligences at once: visual spatial, logical/math-
ematical, verbal/linguistic, and intrapersonal primarily. Forming teams of learners engages interpersonal intelligence. Two 
learners at each computer are ideal, three is quite workable, and four should be the maximum for this particular program. 
Some educators also suggest that the learners’ manipulation of the computer to elicit the information also engages the 
bodily/kinesthetic intelligence and that “soundtracks” on CD-ROMs engage the musical/rhythmic intelligence. This, plus 
the social popularity of computer games, makes computer workshops particularly attractive.

However, computers only provide the information. It is up to leaders and Shepherds to help the learners grasp the infor-
mation and the concepts, and make decisions about how to incorporate those ideas in their lives. Faith is formed most 
effectively in personal relationships. Take time during the Workshop to discuss the information that is presented, to elicit 
the questions the learners might surface, and not just provide answers. Wonder together as a way to discover answers. The 
computer program tells the story of Abraham and Sarah’s call away from Ur to Canaan, their welcome of the three strang-
ers, God’s covenant with them, Sarah’s laughter, and God’s call to sacrifice Isaac and substitution of the ram. This workshop 
focuses on Abraham and Sarah’s hospitality, but including the segment on the covenant provides the learners a broader 
context for the story.
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Gather the group in a space away from the computers to tell the story of Abra-
ham and Sarah. Have the children find Genesis 18:1–15 in their Bibles. Summarize 
God’s call to Abraham and Sarah to leave Ur and Haran and journey to the land of 
Canaan. Invite the children to go to this site and see a map of Abraham’s journey:
http://www.tinyurl.com/292bj3u. Use the cursor to follow the red path from Ur 
to Haran.

The computer program “Abraham and Sarah” tells the story of their call away 
from Ur to Canaan, their welcome of the three strangers, God’s covenant with 
them, Sarah’s laughter, and God’s call to sacrifice Isaac and substitution of the 
ram. While this workshop focuses on Abraham and Sarah’s hospitality, including 
the segment on the covenant provides a broader context.

 Exploring Hospitality
Supplies:
 • video clip from Beauty and the Beast at
  http://www.tinyurl.com/2cupt55

Remind the learners that you are exploring the faith practice of hospitality. Ask 
them to look for examples of hospitality in the song “Be Our Guest” from Beauty 
and the Beast. 

For learners older than eight years of age, invite them to think about the conse-
quences of offering hospitality and what that might mean to us today. 

 Create a Word Search Puzzle (Easy Preparation)
Supplies:

 • computer with Internet access
 • printer

Have the children find Genesis 18:1–15 in their Bibles. Invite a volunteer to read 
the passage. Then direct the learners to http://www.tinyurl.com/5v9n7n. Explain 
to the children that each of them will make their own unique word search using 
words from the Bible passage. Depending on the ages of your children, you may 
provide them with a list of words (15-20 works well), or allow them to choose 
their own words using a Bible turned to Mark 2:23–3:6!

The following are the suggested settings for the Word Search Creator (feel free to 
use whatever settings work best in your situation):
 • Step 1—Title: Abraham and Sarah 
 • Step 2—Size of your word search puzzle: 15 across and 15 down 
 • Step 3—Puzzle options: Share letters occasionally 
 • Step 4—Output type: HTML 

Send your shepherds around to help the children build their word search. When 
a child completes building a word search, click on the button “Create My Puz-
zle!” at the bottom to see the unique word search appear on the screen. Next, 
click on the link “Print this page” above the puzzle to allow the learners to take 
their puzzles home. As each child may finish this activity at a different pace, al-
low those who finish first to begin searching for their words.

in each section. The session primarily 
uses the Covenant, Visit, and map but-
tons. With older learners, the Pay It For-
ward area will be useful in the Send-
ing and Serving. Explore the quiz and 
determine whether you think it will be 
useful with your learners. Likewise, 
explore the songs and their lyrics. You 
may want to print these for discussion 
or even as take home handouts.

After exploring the CD-ROM, take time 
to consider this story and its challeng-
es for your learners. What questions do 
you hope they will raise? What ques-
tions do you fear they will raise? What 
questions do you still have about this 
story? Remember, none of us has all 
the answers to the questions scripture 
raises. Our learners will appreciate our 
honesty, and it will affirm their own 
struggle with some stories. If, howev-
er, you have questions for which you 
feel you should have answers, seek out 
your Christian Education Director or 
pastor. 

This computer program is aimed at 
older elementary and youth and will 
be understood and enjoyed by prima-
ry learners more if they have adults to 
assist. One way that works well is for 
each adult to follow learners at two 
computer stations. 

Prayer: Loving God, thank you for these 
ancient sacred stories, for the people who 
first told them, and for those who first 
wrote them down. Thank you also for to-
day’s technology, for the way it speaks to 
us. Help me to unite the ancient stories 
with this modern technology to make your 
meaning come alive for the learners. Amen.

Discerning & Deciding Activities
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 Explore a Video Game
Supplies:
 • “Abraham and Sarah” (order from http://www.tinyurl.com/2d5fc5o)
 • Globe or world map

When the program starts, the learners will hear a short summary of the story 
that asks if this is their story, too. This story is an early Bible story about the prac-
tice of hospitality. Form teams of 2–3 learners to share each computer. When the 
computer program asks a question, the learners talk with their teammates about 
their answers. They will have an opportunity to share these answers with the 
entire group later. 

The program takes learners on a flight over the lands where Abraham and Sarah 
lived, then flies them into the “scriptorium” where they can choose what segment 
of the story to explore. When all are in the scriptorium, explain that this is set 
up like Old Testament folks read and wrote—from right to left—so they should 
begin in the lower right corner with the Covenant button. They will see an ani-
mation of the story of Abraham’s receiving the covenant from God. Allow time 
for the learners to explore the Covenant space. In the upper left of the screen, they 
can click on the word “Covenant” to hear a definition of the word and synonyms. 
In the upper right, clicking on the scripture reference brings up the written text. 
Clicking on “So …” brings up questions for learners to consider and answer with 
their teams. 

Clicking on “Torch and Smoking Pot” brings an explanation that these were im-
ages used to describe God and asks learners what modern images they would 
choose to describe God. Encourage those who want to race through the program 
to slow down and think about the questions. You can remind learners that there 
is a quiz game to play at the end. 

Move on to the “Visit” button. By moving the cursor around the screen, learn-
ers will discover buttons that will reveal “Sarah’s Story,” “Sarah’s Song,” “Why I 
laughed,” “About my life” and “View lyrics and questions.” Encourage the learn-
ers to view the animations before taking on the questions. 

Encourage the learners to explore the timeline, clicking on the white words 
that appear as the cursor travels along the path. Younger learners may not have 
enough academic education to benefit from this section. But older learners may 
be hearing about some of these historical ages in school, and this will provide 
context for the Biblical story. The map also provides context and illustrates how 
the land of Canaan is at the crossroads of many cultures. Use a globe or a world 
map to show learners where these lands are in relation to where you live. Also, 
show how people and goods moving between Europe and Asia or Africa and 
Asia usually came through this land. 

 Teach a Gathering Song
Supplies:
 • computer with Internet access

The song “Come All You People” (tune: Uyai Mose), 
http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong1, 
is a gathering song from Zimbabwe. Invite some of the children to view the video 
about teaching the song to a group of people at http://www.tinyurl.com/22mla65. 
Then have them use what they learned to teach the song to the rest of the group.

For each workshop leaders may choose 
from 9 activities that help learners en-
gage the practice of faith. It is best to se-
lect at least one activity from Exploring 
and Engaging, at least one from Dis-
cerning and Deciding, and at least one 
from Sending and Serving. The first 
activity in each category is designed 
for “easy preparation” (able to be done 
with minimal preparation using sup-
plies normally found at the church). 
Using all 9 activities could take 90–120 
minutes. 
* To plan a session of 30–45 minutes, 
choose 3 activities using one activity 
from each category.
* To plan a session of 45–60 minutes, 
choose 4 or 5 using at least one activity 
from each category.

Workshop Development
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 Share Learnings
Supplies: None

Gather the group together away from the computers. You may need to assure the 
children that they can finish at the computer at a later time. Invite each learner to 
name something interesting that he or she learned from working at the computer. 
Point out that Abraham and Sarah brought out their best to offer to their guests. 
In the program from Activity 4, Sarah says she “knew these were not ordinary 
guests.” In Beauty and the Beast, Belle was no ordinary guest. Does hospitality 
mean only offering the best to special guests? Jesus teaches us that whenever 
we do a kindness for someone, we are really being kind to God. So, we should 
always offer our best hospitality. 

 Complete a Quiz
Supplies:
 • “Abraham and Sarah” (order from http://www.tinyurl.com/2d5fc5o)

Encourage the learners to go back to the computers and click on the quiz. Choose 
the “2 player” option, and move the camels by answering the questions. If learn-
ers don’t know the answers, encourage them to keep trying until they find the 
right one. Learners may also choose the “Pay it Forward” button where they can 
use the video player to listen to the songs that were written for this CD-ROM. 

 Pay It Forward
Supplies:
 • “Pay It Forward” certificates

Explain the “Pay It Forward” certificates from the “Abraham and Sarah” CD-
ROM (order from http://www.tinyurl.com/2d5fc5o). Tell the learners they can 
take these with them after the workshop and play the Pay It Forward game. 

Take a moment to pray with your learners: Loving God, thank you for caring so much 
about each one of us. Help us to remember that the way we treat each other matters to you, 
and that when we are kind to one another you feel it too. Amen. 

sending & serving Activities

Reflect
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You will likely be leading other groups 
through this workshop. Now is a good 
time to reflect on what worked best 
with this group. Did it work because of 
the age group? Because of the particu-
lar makeup of personalities? Because 
you enjoyed that aspect of the work-
shop the most? Also consider what you 
would do differently and why. Make 
sure to take time to discern what God 
is teaching you through the learners 
you had in this workshop, and to look 
forward to what future learners will 
teach you too!
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Hospitality begins with the perception of the distinction between self and other and flows toward the realization that all 
are strangers in a community of welcome. Seeing Christ’s presence in the other enables us to welcome Christ into the midst 
of the community, with all of the costs and joys of discipleship. Gentle, attentive, patient, and consistent care is required 
to create a community where members are intentional about seeking and welcoming all, especially those whose abilities, 
experiences, and cultural traditions are different from the mainstream of the current community. A community of hospi-
tality is aware, sensitive, and open to divergent cultural practices. It reaches far beyond the limits of the familiar in a highly 
mobile world, transforming both the newcomer and the established community.

This method of education is informed by Dr. Howard Gardner’s work on multiple intelligences, or the many individual 
ways learners apprehend and incorporate information into their own understandings and ways of being in the world.

For those new to Workshop Rotation, a little vocabulary:
• Multiple Intelligences: Ways of incorporating information, i.e., Visual Spatial, Logical/Mathematical, Verbal/Linguistic, 
Bodily/Kinesthetic, Musical/Rhythmic, Interpersonal, Intrapersonal, Naturalist. 
• Rotation: The overarching story or concept that will be explored through a number of workshops focusing on different 

About this Rotation

About Workshop Rotation
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BiBle Focus stoRy:

Genesis 18:1–15
(21:1–17)

supplementAl stoRy:

Luke 19:1–10

leader preparation

Take time during the week to center 
yourself and feed your spirit with your 
learners in mind. Read the story of 
Zacchaeus and consider how hospital-
ity is both offered and accepted in this 
story. What did you discover about 
this story that you had not previously 
considered? Recall a time in your life 
when giving or receiving hospitality 
changed you. 

Read this workshop plan and choose 
those activities that best fit you, your 
learners, and your community. WARN-
ING: Do NOT try to fit all of the follow-
ing activities and discussion into one 
hour. Set up your room so that learners 

 Learn about Zacchaeus (Easy Preparation)
Supplies:

 • Bibles

Show the children where the story of Zacchaeus is found in the Bible: Luke 19:1–
10. Tell them that Zacchaeus was a person who collected taxes. Tax collectors 
were unpopular because they worked for the Roman government that had taken 
over the country. And many times, tax collectors collected more money than they 
should and kept the extra money for their own profit. They became rich while 
making other people poor. So, a tax collector was considered to be a traitor, a 
thief, and a cheat. 

The children may be able to identify with Zacchaeus as a short person in a crowd. 
They may have been in an elevator where everyone is taller than they are, or 
standing along a parade route when taller people crowd in front of them. Some-
times in a movie theater or even in church a tall person will sit in front of them 
and block their view. Invite the children to describe times when they have been 
the shortest person in a crowd. What did that feel like? What did they do so that 
they could see?

Then tell or read the story of Jesus and Zacchaeus.

About this Workshop

exploring & engaging Activities

Intelligences. 
• Workshop: Primary site of learning. Workshop plans focus on one or two of the Intelligences while incorporating others in 
a secondary way to give learners various experiential ways of understanding the Rotation’s overarching concept(s). 
• Workshop Leader: Uses this resource to plan the workshop, adjusting each workshop to best meet the needs of learners, i.e. 
age range, size, disabilities, or any other special needs of the group. 
• Shepherds: These leaders travel with a specific group through all the workshops in any rotation; they develop relationships 
with the learners through which faith is shared.

Faith is learned experientially and in relationship. Shepherds are the key people in terms of building relationships, since 
they move through workshops with the learners. Workshop leaders work with Shepherds to adapt each workshop to the 
particular group of learners they will have in the session: age ranges, learning styles, and experiences in previous work-
shops within this rotation.

The focus story for this rotation is Genesis 18:1–15. At least one activity in each workshop is developed around this story. 
Each workshop will also have activities based on other scriptures that help us understand the importance of giving and 
receiving hospitality.

Through drama, the learners enter into the Christian practice of hospitality by improvising and acting out the story of Zac-
chaeus. In this story, Jesus received hospitality from Zacchaeus, a hospitable act in itself. Zacchaeus, a tax collector, was 
a member of a group that was considered “unclean” and unworthy of Jesus’ attention. In accepting his hospitality, Jesus 
motivated Zacchaeus to repent of the things he had done to damage people and to make restitution, committing to a new 
way of living.
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 Sing about Zacchaeus and Jesus
Supplies:

 • words to the song “Zacchaeus,” Attachment: Activity 2

You can listen to the song “Zacchaeus Was a Wee Little Man” at 
http://www.tinyurl.com/2e8z8qo.
Tell the children that a sycamore tree is a very tall tree with lots of branches. Why 
might Zacchaeus have chosen that particular tree to climb? Invite the children to 
sing along one time. As you sing the song a second time, add the body motions. 
Encourage the children to make up motions for the song. Use big movements as 
well as small ones.

 Act Out the Story
Supplies:
 • costumes
 • bell or whistle
 • sturdy chair
 • container with the names of characters written on slips of paper

Most people, especially children, enjoy dress up and make believe. Costumes 
may be as elaborate or simple as you have available. Last year’s Christmas cos-
tumes might be useful, but various colored dishtowels held onto heads with large 
ponytail holders or strips of fabric will also work. Have a bell or whistle handy 
to call the learners to order when it is time to finish dressing and begin acting. 
Provide a sturdy chair to stand on for the sycamore tree. Act out the story only 
until Jesus goes to Zacchaeus’ house.

For younger groups, you might read the story while the children and Shepherd 
act it out. For older groups, you might want to pass around a container with the 
characters’ names written on slips of paper to assign parts (Zacchaeus, Jesus, 
grumbling onlookers, Roman soldiers, merchants who have been cheated by Zac-
chaeus—create as many roles as you have children). After all are in costume, 
briefly review the story, and then enjoy their improvisation. Repeat this drama 
several times to give the opportunity for children to trade parts.

 A Changed Life (Easy Preparation)
Supplies:

 • Bibles
 • costumes (optional)

Read the story of Jesus and Zacchaeus from Luke 19:1–10. The Bible does not 
tell us what happened when Jesus entered Zacchaeus’ house, so we don’t really 
knows what happened between Zacchaeus and Jesus during dinner. But, what-
ever happened made Zacchaeus completely change his life. Invite the children 
to describe what they think might have happened. Let different learners pretend 
to be Zacchaeus and Jesus and act out what they think might have happened. Be 
sure to affirm their ideas. Keep on wondering until everyone who wants a chance 
to put forth an idea has that chance, or as long as time permits. Encourage the 
children to create many different possibilities. What might Jesus have said? What 
might he have done? What might Zacchaeus have said or done? It is important 

Discerning & Deciding Activities

can all gather round the artwork you 
choose to explore.

Remember, the Shepherd is a criti-
cal element of the Workshop Rotation 
method.  Please contact each group’s 
Shepherd the week before they visit 
your workshop, so they will be proper-
ly prepared to model hospitality with 
the learners during the workshop. The 
Shepherd can also inform you during 
this contact of any special concerns or 
needs of learners within this specific 
group.

Prayer: Loving God, thank you for your 
everlasting hospitality. Thank you for 
reaching into my life with love, with kind-
ness, with your very spirit. Please help me 
to demonstrate your spirit, your welcoming 
love, your very hospitality with the learn-
ers entrusted to me and with all I meet in 
this, your blessed Creation. Amen.

For each workshop leaders may choose 
from 9 activities that help learners en-
gage the practice of faith. It is best to se-
lect at least one activity from Exploring 
and Engaging, at least one from Dis-
cerning and Deciding, and at least one 
from Sending and Serving. The first 
activity in each category is designed 
for “easy preparation” (able to be done 
with minimal preparation using sup-
plies normally found at the church). 
Using all 9 activities could take 90–120 
minutes. 
* To plan a session of 30–45 minutes, 
choose 3 activities using one activity 
from each category.
* To plan a session of 45–60 minutes, 
choose 4 or 5 using at least one activity 
from each category.

Workshop Development
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to remember and reinforce that there is no right answer, no one answer. God 
reaches out to us wherever and whoever we are in many, many different ways. 

In what ways is the story of Zacchaeus welcoming Jesus and Jesus welcoming 
Zacchaeus like the story of Abraham and Sarah welcoming strangers (Genesis 
18:1–15)?

 Hospitality Today
Supplies:
 • Bibles
 • newsprint or white board and markers

Review the story of Abraham and Sarah welcoming the strangers in Genesis 18:1–
15. What preparations did each of them make to show hospitality to their guests?

Invite the children to name ways we give and receive hospitality. List their ideas 
on newsprint or a white board. If the learners struggle with suggestions, you 
might offer these ideas: 

 a. Bring home a new pet: How do you prepare an appropriate space? What 
will you feed it? How will you make it comfortable in a new home? 

 b. Invite a friend for a sleepover: What will you need to do — clean your 
room, change the sheets on the bed, provide snacks and movies and 
games, etc?

 c. Welcome a new student in school or church.
 d. Show hospitality to the “geek” or outcast person without friends at 

school.

Choose some of these ideas to improvise so the learners can practice both offer-
ing and accepting hospitality. 

 Sharing Snacks
Supplies:
 • slips of paper with the name Jesus on each one 
 • snacks (be aware of any potential allergies)

Form two groups by counting off. The “1s” will be hosts and the “2s” will be 
guests. Later these groups will change roles. Explain that you will pass out “act-
ing assignments” to each learner, such as Teacher, Judge, Cook, Waitress, Police 
officer, Jesus, etc. Their goal is to find out—without asking, just by observing ac-
tions — who is Jesus. Let the hosts begin preparing for their guests as you pass 
out small pieces of paper with the assignments written on them. As soon as the 
learners read the name on the slip of paper, have them return the slip to you. 
No one is to know what is written on anyone else’s slip of paper. (All the assign-
ment pages will have “Jesus” written on them.) Remind the guests that they, too, 
usually have preparations to make before they visit someone. The first hosts can 
serve half the snack, if one is planned, during this first go-round, and the other 
hosts will serve the second half during their turn. If no snack is planned, have 
them pretend a snack. 

After all have had a turn at being a host and a guest, sit down to finish off the 
snack as you discuss who everyone thinks was Jesus. When it comes out that 
everyone was Jesus, ask them how that could be? While affirming their specula-
tions, remind them that Jesus said, “Whatever you do to the least of these, you 
do to me.”
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 Interview Zacchaeus (Easy Preparation)
Supplies: None

Invite the children to imagine what Zacchaeus’ life might have been like one 
year after Jesus came to his house.  Divide the group into two groups. Assign one 
group to be the interviewers and one group to be Zacchaeus. Allow time for each 
group to formulate questions and responses. For instance, the interviewers might 
want to know what it is like to live with less money, or if Zacchaeus has made 
any new friends, or if he ever saw Jesus again, or how the Roman government 
(his employer) treated him. The Zacchaeus group could describe what they think 
Zacchaeus’ life might be like so that they can respond to the interviewers. Have 
the groups take turns asking questions and responding.

 Safety and Hospitality
Supplies: None

While we want children to be generous and giving, it is important to be aware of 
safety factors. This is a good time to remind learners that when they offer hospi-
tality, they should do so with the help of their parents or other trusted adults. It is 
important to remember that it is an adult’s job to discern what kind of hospitality 
can be offered that will keep children safe and that is also respectful of the dig-
nity of those to whom we reach out. 

With the children make a list of some ways to keep safe while also giving and 
receiving hospitality. Identify situations where it is OK to offer hospitality and 
situations where danger might be involved. 

 Seeing Jesus in Others
Supplies:
 • small pieces of  paper
 • pencils

Distribute pieces of paper, small enough to fold and keep in a pocket, and invite 
the learners to write on that paper someone they want to remember to see as 
Jesus this week. Whenever we do kind things, whenever we offer or accept hospi-
tality, we can see Jesus in that act. Ask the children to keep that paper with them 
and to share their plans with their parents

Close with a prayer such as: Loving God, thank you for meeting us in every act of hos-
pitality. Help us to see how we can welcome and care for others. Amen. 

Reflect

You will likely be leading other groups 
through this workshop. Now is a good 
time to reflect on what worked best 
with this group. Did it work because 
of the age group? Because of the par-
ticular makeup of personalities? Be-
cause you enjoyed that aspect of the 
workshop the most? Also, consider 
what you would do differently and 
why. Take time to discern what God is 
teaching you through the learners you 
had in this workshop, and to look for-
ward to what future learners will teach 
you, too!

Copyright ©2010 The Pilgrim Press. Permission is granted for use by a single congregation for one 
(1) year from the purchase date of the subscription. No part of this download may be reproduced 
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or mechanical, or by any information storage or retrieval system, without the written permission 
from the publisher.

sending & serving Activities
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Zacchaeus
(Was a Wee little man)

Zacchaeus was a wee little man, A wee little man was he. 

(Using both hands, make it look like you are showing the size of a very small man.)

He climbed up in the sycamore tree, for the lord he wanted to see. 

(Using both hands act as though you are climbing up a tree.)

And when the savior passed that way, He looked up in the tree,

(Using your fingers, make it look as though someone is walking.)

And he said, “Zacchaeus, come down,

For i’m going to your house today. i’m going to your house today.”

(Start clapping your hands when singing this verse.)

Attachment: Activity 2



Giving and Receiving Hospitality

Workshop: Food

18

WoRksHop RotAtion

Hospitality begins with the perception of the distinction between self and other and flows toward the realization that all 
are strangers in a community of welcome. Seeing Christ’s presence in the other enables us to welcome Christ into the midst 
of the community, with all of the costs and joys of discipleship. Gentle, attentive, patient, and consistent care is required 
to create a community where members are intentional about seeking and welcoming all, especially those whose abilities, 
experiences, and cultural traditions are different from the mainstream of the current community. A community of hospi-
tality is aware, sensitive, and open to divergent cultural practices. It reaches far beyond the limits of the familiar in a highly 
mobile world, transforming both the newcomer and the established community.

This method of education is informed by Dr. Howard Gardner’s work on multiple intelligences, or the many individual 
ways learners apprehend and incorporate information into their own understandings and ways of being in the world.

For those new to Workshop Rotation, a little vocabulary:
• Multiple Intelligences: Ways of incorporating information, i.e., Visual Spatial, Logical/Mathematical, Verbal/Linguistic, 
Bodily/Kinesthetic, Musical/Rhythmic, Interpersonal, Intrapersonal, Naturalist. 
• Rotation: The overarching story or concept that will be explored through a number of workshops focusing on different 
Intelligences. 

About this Rotation

About Workshop Rotation
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leader preparation

Take time during the week to center 
yourself and to feed your spirit with 
your learners in mind. Read the story 
of the Last Supper and Paul’s letter to 
the Corinthians and consider how hos-
pitality is both offered and accepted 

 A Celebration of Passover (Easy Preparation) 
Supplies:

 • Bible

Invite the learners to gather close to you and to close their eyes. Ask them to 
imagine they’ve gone back in time about 2000 years. They are in Jerusalem, in an 
upstairs room. There is a table spread with food. They are celebrating Passover 
with a special holiday dinner with their friends and with Jesus himself. Part of 
this holiday meal is telling the story of Moses leading the Jewish people out of 
Egypt where they were slaves, through the wilderness, to a place that God had 
promised to them. Throughout the story, certain foods are served to help tell the 
story. A bite of bitter herbs dipped in salt water reminds the hearers of the tears 
of the Jewish slaves and the bitterness of their captivity. A sip of wine or grape 
juice recalls the covenants God made with them: to be their God and to keep 
them always as God’s people. 

About this Workshop

BiBle Focus stoRy:

Genesis 18:1–15
(21:1–17)

supplementAl stoRies:

Mark 14:22–25 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26

• Workshop: Primary site of learning. Workshop plans focus on one or two of the Intelligences while incorporating others in 
a secondary way to give learners various experiential ways of understanding the Rotation’s overarching concept(s). 
• Workshop Leader: Uses this resource to plan the workshop, adjusting each workshop to best meet the needs of learners, i.e. 
age range, size, disabilities, or any other special needs of the group. 
• Shepherds: These leaders travel with a specific group through all the workshops in any rotation; they develop relationships 
with the learners through which faith is shared.

Faith is learned experientially and in relationship. Shepherds are the key people in terms of building relationships, since 
they move through workshops with the learners. Workshop leaders work with Shepherds to adapt each workshop to the 
particular group of learners they will have in the session: age ranges, learning styles, and experiences in previous work-
shops within this rotation.

The focus story for this rotation is Genesis 18:1–15. At least one activity in each workshop is developed around this story. 
Each workshop will also have activities based on other scriptures that help us understand the importance of giving and 
receiving hospitality.

Welcoming diversity is inherent in hospitality — and in communion. Abram and Sarai recognized the strangers that 
visited them as “others” and welcomed them as best they possibly could. Food is almost always an important part of the 
welcome, since it is a physical manifestation of caring for one another. In this workshop, the learners will examine the in-
gredients—one by one—that go into making a delicious cookie, and discover that the differences come together to create 
something far better than any one ingredient could create by itself. No ingredient can be excluded. Just so, hospitality must 
be generous and complete, welcoming diversity in order to create God’s Community on Earth.

When we participate in the ritual of Communion, we use a physical action (taking the bread and wine/juice) to symbolize a 
much deeper and unseen action — that of entering into a covenant with God that leads us to a new and deeper relationship 
with the Creator through Jesus Christ. This concept is quite difficult even for many who have spent a lifetime in church. 
Through this workshop it is hoped that the learners begin to think concretely about what it means to offer the hospitality 
of Communion to diverse people, and how that diversity affects our particular congregation.

Epistles, or the letters of the early church fathers, are rarely taught to children in the elementary grades. Learners in this 
age group are concrete thinkers, and more easily understand the stories of the Old and New Testaments with “good guys” 
and “bad guys” and actions and consequences. One effective way to present these verses is to explain that this is the story 
of how Communion began.

exploring & engaging Activities
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 The Lord’s Supper
Supplies:
 • Bible

Jesus and his friends, the disciples, gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the Pass-
over. They followed their tradition and participated in the special Passover meal. 
Finally, just when everyone thought the Passover meal had ended — everything 
that is said and eaten each year at Passover had been done — Jesus picked up 
another piece of the bread, blessed it, broke it into pieces, and passed it around 
to everyone at the table. He said, “Take this and eat it. It is my body.” All the 
disciples wonder what he meant by this, but they did as he asked. Then he lifted 
up a cup of win, blessed it, and passed it around, saying, “This is my blood of 
the new covenant, which is poured out for many. Whenever you do this, do it in 
remembrance of me.” The disciples were pretty confused, and they began to ask 
Jesus about what he meant. 

Invite the children to talk about a covenant. A covenant is a formal agreement 
that establishes a relationship between people and God. For instance, God prom-
ised the Jews in the wilderness that if they would only worship the One God, or 
Yahweh, and keep the Ten Commandments, then God would be their God and 
never leave them. (This was important because at that time people worshipped 
lots of different gods.) Jesus was saying that God was making a New Covenant 
with people. Those who would try to live as Jesus taught, who “remembered 
him,” would have a new and special relationship with God.

Have the children find Mark 14:22–25 in their Bibles. Ask: Who is in the story 
(Jesus, the disciples, maybe their friends and family and the people who owned 
the house)? Does Jesus say that there is anyone who cannot be a part of this meal, 
especially a part of the New Covenant? In what ways is Jesus showing hospital-
ity? This sacred meal indicates God’s hospitality to us, to welcome us to a new 
relationship with God and one another. 

 Abraham and Sarah’s Hospitality
Supplies:
 • Bible

Review the story of Abraham and Sarah’s hospitality to the angels, Genesis 
18:1–15. (There is a short version of this story on page 36 of the Children’s Illus-
trated Bible.) Ask these or similar questions: When have strangers come to your 
home? What did you serve these strangers, if anything? When visitors come to 
our church, they are welcome to have communion with us. Communion is a very 
special meal, a sacred meal, when we connect with God through remembering 
Jesus and all that Jesus did and all that he taught us. In this act of Communion — 
of eating a little piece of bread and taking a sip of grape juice or wine — we join 
together all our gifts and all our differences to become the Body of Christ — to 
become the Church. 

in this story. What can you discover in 
this story that you had not previously 
considered? Can hospitality be genu-
ine if it excludes some people? 

Prepare your demonstration ingredi-
ents in advance, and keep food safety 
rules in mind as you lead this work-
shop.

Check for any allergies among the 
learners. Remember, the Shepherd is 
a critical component of the Workshop 
Rotation method. Contact each group’s 
Shepherd the week before they visit 
your workshop, so they will be proper-
ly prepared to model hospitality with 
the learners. The Shepherd can also 
inform you of any special concerns or 
needs of learners within this specific 
group.

You may want to contact whoever pro-
vides the Fellowship snacks to let them 
know your group will be adding some 
cookies to the table.

Prayer: Loving God, thank you for your 
everlasting hospitality. Thank you for 
reaching into my life with love, with kind-
ness, with your very spirit. Thank you for 
entering into a covenant relationship with 
me, and giving us Communion as an out-
ward sign of our relationship with you. 
Please help me to demonstrate your spirit, 
your welcoming love, your very hospital-
ity with the learners entrusted to me and 
with all I meet in this, your blessed Cre-
ation. Amen.
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 Hospitality at Your Church (Easy Preparation) 
Supplies:

 • copies of the printed service of worship

Help the learners identify the many ways your congregation shows hospitality: 
greeters at the doors, places to hang up coats, a welcome by the pastor or lay 
leader at the beginning of the service of worship, times to greet one another or 
pass the peace, invitations to corporate prayer, fellowship hour, and so forth. Be 
specific about what happens in your congregation. Look at the printed order of 
worship, and point out the places of hospitality. 

 Bake Cookies
Supplies:

 • your favorite cookie recipe or the recipe on Attachment: Activity 5
 • enough ingredients to make at least two batches, being careful to label 

each batch correctly
 • cookie sheets, oven mitts, spoons for mixing, spatula for removing baked 

cookies
 • bowl of soapy water for washing hands, bowl of clean water for rinsing, 

towels for drying, or sanitary wipes for everyone to use before and after 
sampling and after mixing up recipes

 • popsicle sticks (optional)

Divide the ingredients into one batch that will actually make the cookies as usu-
al. Place a sample of the other ingredients in opaque bags, boxes, or containers 
so the learners cannot see what they will taste. Divide the rest of the ingredients 
into 2 or 3 batches, keeping the ingredients separate in labeled baggies or con-
tainers, so that you can remove ingredients from each batch. 

For all batches, blend the wet ingredients before the session and bring the pre-
measured dry ingredients to add to each batch. Trays or boxes help keep the 
batches organized. 

As one way to offer hospitality, invite the group to bake cookies to share with the 
congregation at fellowship hour. Bring out the containers with dry ingredients 
that you prepared earlier. Have everyone wash hands, or use sanitary wipes. (If 
you are concerned about contamination or spreading germs, have the Shepherd 
use popsicle sticks to place ingredients on each child’s tongue.) Pass around the 
ingredients so that each child gets to taste the individual ingredients. You can 
do this in any order, but it often works best if you pass in this order (mixing up 
sweet/not sweet): brown sugar, flour, salt, baking powder, chocolate chips. As 
you do this, talk about the learners’ reactions. They will range from “Yum” to 
“Yuck.” Point out that this is similar to any group of people: some people like 
sweet things, some prefer salty. Also, their reactions are similar to their reactions 
to other people. No one likes every single person they ever meet. We have dif-
ferent reactions to different people, just as we do to these different ingredients. 

What would happen if we left out of the cookies the ingredients that most of us 
didn’t like? Take a tray with the ingredients measured for a small batch, and ask 
what ingredients did the learners not like? It will probably be the baking soda 
and flour. Remove those ingredients, then have the learners help you blend the 
rest together (wet ingredients can be blended before the session, so all that is 

For each workshop leaders may choose 
from 9 activities that help learners en-
gage the practice of faith. It is best to se-
lect at least one activity from Exploring 
and Engaging, at least one from Dis-
cerning and Deciding, and at least one 
from Sending and Serving. The first 
activity in each category is designed 
for “easy preparation” (able to be done 
with minimal preparation using sup-
plies normally found at the church). 
Using all 9 activities could take 90–120 
minutes. 
* To plan a session of 30–45 minutes, 
choose 3 activities using one activity 
from each category.
* To plan a session of 45–60 minutes, 
choose 4 or 5 using at least one activity 
from each category.

Workshop Development Discerning & Deciding Activities
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needed now is to stir in dry ingredients). Drop these cookies onto a cookie sheet 
and pop them in the oven. What would happen if we left out some other ingre-
dients? Repeat the process, only this time leave out the sugar. Then bring out 
the tray with all the ingredients, and make the complete recipe. MAKE SURE to 
mark each tray in some way so you know which is which. 

 Communion in Your Congregation
Supplies:
 • communion ware and elements (optional)

Talk about how your congregation does communion. You will want to contact 
your pastor or the Worship Committee to find out why your congregation fol-
lows that pattern. Generally, there are at least two ways of serving communion: 
one in which each person receives an individual cup and piece of bread, or one in 
which each person takes a piece of bread and dips it into a common cup (called 
intinction). Within these two forms: some congregations have people come for-
ward individually to receive communion, some have ushers pass the cups and 
bread among the seated congregation, some have people come to the front of the 
sanctuary and kneel at an altar rail, some have the congregation stand around 
the communion table and pass the elements (bread and cup) among themselves 
until everyone is served. Each congregation chooses how to serve communion 
for theological reasons and also for reasons of tradition, health, ease of service or 
time required for service. Speak with your pastor so you can explain your spe-
cific ways of participating in the faith practice to the learners. 

 Investigate Communion in Your Church
Supplies:

This is an excellent time to take your group into the sanctuary if communion is 
to be served on this day. If you don’t have time to explore Activity 6 (discussing 
how and why your congregation does Communion as it does), don’t worry. That 
discussion can take place after your group observes and/or participates in the 
service of communion. If your group meets at a time other than during the ser-
vice of worship, plan to go to the place where communion is prepared. Talk with 
those who prepare communion about their task.

 Include Everyone
Supplies:
 • Bible
 • the freshly baked cookies

Tell the story from 1 Corinthians 11:23–26. Paul’s concern was that everyone was 
not treated equally in this setting. Some ate first while others went hungry. 

Invite the learner to taste each of the three batches of cookies: the one without a 
dry ingredient, the one without sugar, and the one with all the ingredients. Dis-
cuss which tastes good or bad. Note that the one that tastes and looks best is the 
one with all the ingredients — even the “yuck” ingredients! Discuss how your 
congregation would be different if you didn’t welcome everyone. The practice of 

sending & serving Activities
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Reflect

You will likely be leading other groups 
through this workshop. Now is a good 
time to reflect on what worked best 
with this group. Did it work because of 
the age group? Because of the particu-
lar personalities in this group? Because 
you enjoyed that aspect of the work-
shop the most? What would you do 
differently? Why? Take time to discern 
what God is teaching you through the 
learners, and to look forward to what 
future learners will teach you, too!

Copyright ©2010 The Pilgrim Press. Permission is granted for use by a single congregation for one 
(1) year from the purchase date of the subscription. No part of this download may be reproduced 
or transmitted—beyond the group using these materials—in any form or by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, or by any information storage or retrieval system, without the written permission 
from the publisher.

hospitality adds diversity and flavor to our community, making it better all the 
time.

Pray: Loving God, thank you for bringing us together, for making us the Church. Help us 
to serve one another and all creation in Your love. Amen.

 Host a Fellowship Time for the Congregation
Supplies:
 • cookies
 • napkins
 • beverage such as coffee, tea, and juice

Invite the congregation to come to a Fellowship time after the service of worship. 
Have the learners wash their hands and prepare trays with the cookies made 
with all the ingredients to serve during Fellowship. Help them practice how to 
offer their hospitality along with the cookies. 
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Attachment: Activity 5

chocolate chip cookies

ingredients
•	 1/2	cup	(1	stick)	unsalted	butter	
•	 3/4	cup	packed	dark	brown	sugar	
•	 3/4	cup	sugar	
•	 2	large	eggs	
•	 1	teaspoon	pure	vanilla	extract	
•	 1	(12-ounce)	bag	semisweet	chocolate	chips,	or	chunks	
•	 2	1/4	cups	all-purpose	flour	
•	 3/4	teaspoon	baking	soda	
•	 1	teaspoon	fine	salt	

Directions
1.	 Evenly	position	2	racks	in	the	middle	of	the	oven	and	preheat	to	375°F.		
2.	 Line	2	baking	sheets	with	parchment	paper	or	silicone	sheets.	(If	you	only	have	1	bak-
ing	sheet,	let	it	cool	completely	between	batches.)	
3.	 Put	the	butter	 in	a	microwave	safe	bowl,	cover	and	microwave	on	medium	power	
until	melted.	(Alternatively,	melt	butter	in	a	small	saucepan.)	Cool	slightly.	
4.	 Whisk	together	the	sugars,	eggs,	butter	and	vanilla	in	a	large	bowl	until	smooth.	
5.	 Whisk	together	the	flour,	baking	soda	and	salt	in	another	bowl.	
6.	 Stir	the	dry	ingredients	into	the	wet	ingredients	with	a	wooden	spoon;	take	care	not	to	
over	mix.	
7.	 Stir	in	the	chocolate	chips	or	chunks.	
8.	 Scoop	heaping	tablespoons	of	the	dough	onto	the	prepared	pans.	Space	the	cook-
ies	about	2	inches	apart	on	the	pans.	
9.	 Bake,	until	golden,	but	still	soft	in	the	center,	12–16	minutes,	depending	on	how	chewy	
or	crunchy	you	like	your	cookies.	
10.	 Transfer	hot	cookies	with	a	spatula	to	a	rack	to	cool.	
11.	 Serve.	

store cookies in a tightly sealed container for up to 5 days.
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Hospitality begins with the perception of the distinction between self and other and flows toward the realization that all 
are strangers in a community of welcome. Seeing Christ’s presence in the other enables us to welcome Christ into the midst 
of the community, with all of the costs and joys of discipleship. Gentle, attentive, patient, and consistent care is required 
to create a community where members are intentional about seeking and welcoming all, especially those whose abilities, 
experiences, and cultural traditions are different from the mainstream of the current community. A community of hospi-
tality is aware, sensitive, and open to divergent cultural practices. It reaches far beyond the limits of the familiar in a highly 
mobile world, transforming both the newcomer and the established community.

This method of education is informed by Dr. Howard Gardner’s work on multiple intelligences, or the many individual 
ways learners apprehend and incorporate information into their own understandings and ways of being in the world.

For those new to Workshop Rotation, a little vocabulary:
• Multiple Intelligences: Ways of incorporating information, i.e., Visual Spatial, Logical/Mathematical, Verbal/Linguistic, 
Bodily/Kinesthetic, Musical/Rhythmic, Interpersonal, Intrapersonal, Naturalist. 
• Rotation: The overarching story or concept that will be explored through a number of workshops focusing on different 
Intelligences. 

About this Rotation

About Workshop Rotation
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leader preparation

Games can present a special challenge. 
It may be difficult to move learners 
from one game to the next. Repetition 
is an important ingredient in learning, 
so it is up to you to determine when the 
timing is right to move on. One way to 
deal with this difficulty is to promise 
that the group may decide on which 
game it wants to repeat if there is time 
at the end of the session.

WARNING: Do NOT try to fit all of the 
following activities and discussion into 
one hour. Take time during the week to 

 Foot Washing (Easy Preparation)
Supplies:

 • biblical costume
 • bowl of water and a towel or sanitary wipes

Wear a biblical costume and carry a bowl of water and a towel as you greet the 
learners and the Shepherd. If you choose to substitute sanitary wipes, place them 
within the bowl to help simulate the experience described in scripture. Take the 
part of Jesus in the story, and have the Shepherd play the part of Peter. Ask the 
Shepherd and learners to remove their shoes (and socks, if necessary), and place 
them against the wall. Invite the learners to sit in a circle. Beginning with the 
Shepherd (who acts out Peter’s refusal, then enthusiastic acceptance), wash the 
feet of all the learners. Use a wet cloth to wipe the feet, and rinse the cloth in the 
bowl after each learner.

 Clean Feet and Hospitality
Supplies:
 • Bible

Have the learners find John 13:1–17, 31b–35 in their Bibles. Remind them that in 

About this Workshop

BiBle Focus stoRy:

Genesis 18:1–15
(21:1–17)

supplementAl stoRy:

John 13:1–17, 31b–35

• Workshop: Primary site of learning. Workshop plans focus on one or two of the Intelligences while incorporating others in 
a secondary way to give learners various experiential ways of understanding the Rotation’s overarching concept(s). 
• Workshop Leader: Uses this resource to plan the workshop, adjusting each workshop to best meet the needs of learners, i.e. 
age range, size, disabilities, or any other special needs of the group. 
• Shepherds: These leaders travel with a specific group through all the workshops in any rotation; they develop relationships 
with the learners through which faith is shared.

Faith is learned experientially and in relationship. Shepherds are the key people in terms of building relationships, since 
they move through workshops with the learners. Workshop leaders work with Shepherds to adapt each workshop to the 
particular group of learners they will have in the session: age ranges, learning styles, and experiences in previous work-
shops within this rotation.

The focus story for this rotation is Genesis 18:1–15. At least one activity in each workshop is developed around this story. 
Each workshop will also have activities based on other scriptures that help us understand the importance of giving and 
receiving hospitality.

As you and your group discover this faith practice of hospitality, encourage the learners to assist one another, making 
certain each learner’s opinions are valued. You will experience hospitality in your midst by practicing active listening and 
participation, from oldest to youngest, including Shepherds and workshop leaders as well as learners. The faith practice of 
hospitality models and teaches us ways to open our hearts to one another’s differences, no matter what our background 
and age, as we listen and work together.

A learner’s entire body and brain are engaged in playing games. Most games use all the multiple intelligences mentioned 
above. However, there might be an exception for those shy or introverted learners whose primary means of approaching 
new information is intrapersonal, or in a more solitary manner. The Shepherd may know the best way to involve these 
learners. Often, it works to make them an assistant, or to give them a leadership position in the game. Conversely, some 
will enter in more fully if allowed to do so in their own time and fashion.

exploring & engaging Activities
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Jesus’ day, people wore open sandals and the roads were dirty and dusty, not 
paved. It was a sign of hospitality to offer someone water to clean their feet as 
they entered your home. In some cultures today it is appropriate to remove one’s 
shoes upon entering the home. Talk with the children about how they felt when 
you washed their feet. Did they feel special? Uncomfortable? Did they wonder 
what was coming next? Why do they think Jesus wanted to wash the disciple’s 
feet? As you affirm their feelings and ideas, explain (to younger learners) about 
the dusty conditions of streets in those times, and how servants, or even slaves, 
would greet guests at the door and wash their feet before they entered the house. 
Older learners can probably provide this information if you ask: Why did feet 
need to be washed before coming indoors? Who did the washing? Point out that 
a respected person — such as a teacher or preacher like Jesus — would never do 
this job. Jesus’ actions were radical! This was what surprised Peter. You can laugh 
with the children about how gung-ho Peter’s response was. If you have a small 
group and enough time, the learners may appreciate a chance to take turns play-
ing Peter and Jesus. 

 Imagine a Birthday Party
Supplies: None

Invite the group to pretend that today is your birthday and that they will give 
you pretend gifts. Take a moment for everyone to close their eyes and think about 
what they are going to give. Let everyone pretend to wrap their gifts, while you 
hide your eyes. When each child presents a gift, pretend to shake the box and 
wonder what it is. Accept the gifts politely and with thanks. Ask: How is this dif-
ferent from what Peter did? Point out that Peter thought he was being polite and 
accepting, but he was still trying to control what Jesus offered him. Point out that 
Jesus teaches us to accept the gift as given, with love and respect. 

 Follow the Leader (Easy Preparation)
Supplies:

 • Bible
 • bell or buzzer

Point out John 13:15: “For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you.” What game does that remind you of? Follow the Leader! Dem-
onstrate ringing the bell or buzzer, and tell the group that when they hear that 
sound, the leader will go to the end of the line and the second person in line will 
become the leader. Pick a leader and ask the group to line up behind that person. 
The leader will do a motion that everyone must follow. The Shepherd should also 
be in the line. Start the game, and ring the buzzer fairly often so that everyone 
gets a turn to lead. 

After playing the game, invite the children to sit down in place. Ask: What do you 
think Jesus had in mind when he set an example?  Did Jesus just want us to wash 
one another’s feet? Maybe He was talking about a different game. What might 
Jesus have meant?

Discerning & Deciding Activities

center yourself and to feed your spirit 
with your learners in mind. Read the 
story of the foot washing and consider 
how hospitality is both offered and ac-
cepted in this story. With whom do you 
identify most strongly in this story? 
What did you discover about this story 
that you had not previously consid-
ered? What do you find most difficult 
about accepting hospitality, or the ser-
vice of another? 

Remember, the Shepherd is a critical 
component of the Workshop Rotation. 
Contact each group’s Shepherd the 
week before they visit your Workshop, 
so they will be properly prepared to 
model hospitality with the learners 
during the Workshop. The Shepherd 
can also inform you during this con-
tact of any special concerns or needs of 
learners within this specific group.

Prayer: Loving God, Creator of All, some-
times it is so difficult to accept another’s 
extended hand. It is also difficult to find 
the balance. To truly accept your gracious 
hospitality requires our surrender, our ac-
ceptance without any effort to pay back the 
gift. It also requires us to accept the gift as 
it is offered, without our own ideas of what 
“should be” getting in the way. Gracious 
God, help me to accept your gifts as they 
come to me. Help me to find the balance 
in giving and receiving that affirms both 
giver and receiver as worthy — and sees 
both giver and gifted as expressions of Your 
love. Amen.
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 Simon Says
Supplies: None

Choose one child to be Simon. Whenever “Simon Says” to do something, every-
one must do that action. But, if Simon doesn’t say “Simon Says” and someone 
does the action anyway, they must sit out. After a minute, choose another Simon 
from those who are out. Keep shifting until all have had a chance to be Simon. If 
you have a large group, choose those who didn’t get to be the Leader in the previ-
ous game to be Simons in this one. When the game is finished, invite the learners 
to sit in place and ask: Is this what Jesus wants? 

 When to Follow
Supplies:
 • Bible

Invite the children to discuss if Jesus wants us to be just like one another. Or, does 
Jesus want us to do what He or someone else just says to do? When might there 
be a time when you would not Follow the Leader? Or a time when you would 
not do what someone in authority (like an adult) would tell you to do? Younger 
children have a strong sense of “fair play” and right and wrong. Affirm their 
choices to do the right thing, and ask if that is what they think Jesus might be 
talking about. Read John 13:12–17. With younger children, point out that Jesus is 
saying we should treat all people as equals, and do what we know is right. Older 
children can come to this conclusion with some pointed questions. 

 Web of Caring (Easy Preparation)
Supplies:

 • ball of yarn 

Provide a ball of yarn to play this game. The goal is to toss the ball of yarn back 
and forth around the circle, never throwing to the same person who threw to you 
or to the person you threw to last time. Each time you catch the ball, hold onto a 
piece of the yarn and keep holding on as you throw the ball. Soon a web will form 
among all the participants. Stop throwing the ball and ask the learners to look 
at the web they’ve made. If each throw of the yarn was an act of hospitality, then 
we’d be tied together in a web of caring! 

 Agape feast 
Supplies:
 • Bible
 • snack (be sensitive to any allergies)
 • sanitary wipes or antibacterial hand cleaner
 • music “Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant?” (tune: Servant Song) at
  http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong3 

Tell the story of Abraham and Sarah welcoming strangers and offering them 

sending & serving Activities

For each workshop leaders may choose 
from 9 activities that help learners en-
gage the practice of faith. It is best to se-
lect at least one activity from Exploring 
and Engaging, at least one from Dis-
cerning and Deciding, and at least one 
from Sending and Serving. The first 
activity in each category is designed 
for “easy preparation” (able to be done 
with minimal preparation using sup-
plies normally found at the church). 
Using all 9 activities could take 90–120 
minutes. 
* To plan a session of 30–45 minutes, 
choose 3 activities using one activity 
from each category.
* To plan a session of 45–60 minutes, 
choose 4 or 5 using at least one activity 
from each category.

Workshop Development
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food, Genesis 18:1–15. An Agape Feast is a feast in which no one feeds him or her-
self. All feed one another as a sign of love and caring. Explain that each one needs 
to feed each of the group, and no one can take more than one morsel from any 
one person. Have the children clean their hands with either antibacterial wipes 
or lotion, or wash hands in soapy water and dry on cloth. Bring out the snack 
trays. This can be any finger food, such as crackers or cheese cubes or grapes. You 
might play a recording of the songs for this Rotation: 
“Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant”  http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong3 and 
http://www.tinyurl.com/25shg35, 
“Come All You People (Uyai Mose)” http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong1, and 
“Wade in the Water” http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong2. 
For older learners, invite the group to sing “Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant?”  
as you move around the room feeding one another. You can hear the song at
. 

 Show Hospitality
Supplies:
 • small pieces of paper and pens

Invite everyone to sit down a little apart from everyone else. Have them close 
their eyes and think about times when someone has offered them hospitality. 
Give examples, such as a friend offering a glass of water or a popsicle, or someone 
welcoming them to a new neighborhood. Ask them to think about times they of-
fered hospitality to someone, such as when they’ve invited someone to sit with 
them at lunch or join in playing a game. Distribute paper and pens. Allow several 
minutes for each learner to write the name of someone to whom they will offer 
hospitality this week. Fold the paper, and put it in a pocket or slip it into their 
shoe, and ask them to share this with their parent or caregiver after church today. 

Close with this or a similar prayer: Loving God, help us to reach out with hospitality 
to people in our lives. And help us to rely on our parents and other adults in reaching out 
to others in this world with Your love. Amen. 

Reflect

You will likely be leading other groups 
through this workshop. Now is a good 
time to reflect on what worked best 
with this group. Did it work because of 
the age group? Because of the particu-
lar makeup of personalities? Because 
you enjoyed that aspect of the work-
shop the most? What would you do 
differently? Why? Take time to discern 
what God is teaching you through the 
learners you had in this workshop, and 
to look forward to what future learners 
will teach you, too! Copyright ©2010 The Pilgrim Press. Permission is granted for use by a single congregation for one 

(1) year from the purchase date of the subscription. No part of this download may be reproduced 
or transmitted—beyond the group using these materials—in any form or by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, or by any information storage or retrieval system, without the written permission 
from the publisher.
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Hospitality begins when we perceive ourselves and others as strangers in a community of welcome. Seeing Christ’s pres-
ence in the other enables us to welcome Christ into the midst of the community, with all of the costs and joys of disciple-
ship. Gentle, attentive, patient, and consistent care is required to create a community where members are intentional about 
seeking and welcoming all, especially those whose abilities, experiences, and cultural traditions are different from the 
mainstream of the current community. A community of hospitality is aware, sensitive, and open to divergent cultural 
practices. It reaches far beyond the limits of the familiar in a highly mobile world, transforming both the newcomer and 
the established community.

This method of education is informed by Dr. Howard Gardner’s work on multiple intelligences, or the many individual 
ways learners apprehend and incorporate information into their own understandings and ways of being in the world.

For those new to Workshop Rotation, a little vocabulary:
• Multiple Intelligences: Ways of incorporating information, i.e., Visual Spatial, Logical/Mathematical, Verbal/Linguistic, 
Bodily/Kinesthetic, Musical/Rhythmic, Interpersonal, Intrapersonal, Naturalist. 
• Rotation: The overarching story or concept that will be explored through a number of workshops focusing on different 
Intelligences. 

About this Rotation

About Workshop Rotation
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 “Enter, Rejoice, and Come In” (Easy Preparation)
Supplies:

 • chart with the words of the song, or equipment to project words
 • prerecorded music (optional)
 • scarves or fabric strips

The simple song “Enter, Rejoice and Come In” http://www.tinyurl.com/2gx5wxl 
(midi) (tune: Enter, Rejoice –– http://www.tinyurl.com/2d8au49), 
is found in many hymnals. You might actually choose to have the music playing 
and sing the learners into your room. A nice version can be found on iTunes. 
http://www.tinyurl.com/29lh3d3. It has two versions, both from Music for Little 
People. The best is from the album Sunday School Favorites: Bible. As you sing, 

About this Workshop

BiBle Focus stoRy:

Genesis 18:1–15
(21:1–17) 

• Workshop: Primary site of learning. Workshop plans focus on one or two of the Intelligences while incorporating others in 
a secondary way to give learners various experiential ways of understanding the Rotation’s overarching concept(s). 
• Workshop Leader: Uses this resource to plan the workshop, adjusting each workshop to best meet the needs of learners, i.e. 
age range, size, disabilities, or any other special needs of the group. 
• Shepherds: These leaders travel with a specific group through all the workshops in any rotation; they develop relationships 
with the learners through which faith is shared.

Faith is learned experientially and in relationship. Shepherds are the key people in terms of building relationships, since 
they move through workshops with the learners. Workshop leaders work with Shepherds to adapt each workshop to the 
particular group of learners they will have in the session: age ranges, learning styles, and experiences in previous work-
shops within this rotation.

The focus story for this rotation is Genesis 18:1-15. At least one activity in each workshop is developed around this story. 
Each workshop will also have activities based on other scriptures that help us understand the importance of giving and 
receiving hospitality.

Scientists have discovered that music affects the brain in ways that speech and sight can never do. It is an important prac-
tice of faith on its own (“Let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise”; Psalm 95:1). Music is also an excellent way to 
introduce the concept of hospitality as a sacred practice.

This music workshop works well for a Celebration Sunday, with all the learners together. It allows you to introduce the 
practice of hospitality while at the same time familiarizing the learners with music they might experience in other work-
shops. If your group is large, however, the excitement that music and movement bring might make things somewhat cha-
otic. If you employ a signal to call for quiet, use it during transition times in this workshop. If you don’t have such a signal, 
work with the other leaders to devise one.

As you and your group discover the practice of hospitality, encourage the learners to assist one another, making certain 
each learner’s opinions are valued. In each Workshop you may experience hospitality in your midst by practicing active 
listening, from oldest to youngest, including Shepherds and workshop leaders as well as learners. The faith practice of hos-
pitality models and teaches us ways to open our hearts to one another’s differences, no matter what our background and 
age, as we listen and work together.

You might choose to use version of the biblical text aimed at the age group of your learners. Make certain that the learners 
understand that God was among the strangers Abraham welcomed, but Abraham did not initially realize this. Yet his hos-
pitality was extravagant and generous — “choice flour, a calf that is tender and good.” If we greet everyone as Abraham did, 
as if we were welcoming God, then we will be participating in a sacred faith practice that dates to the very roots of our faith.

exploring & engaging Activities



Giving and Receiving Hospitality

32

WoRksHop RotAtion
point to the chart with the words and pass out scarves or strips of fabric. Invite 
the learners to join you in the song and in waving the scarves joyfully in time to 
the music. 

 Tell the Story
Supplies:
 • Bible

Collect the scarves, and invite the learners to sit down. Ask them to tell you what 
they know about Abraham and Sarah. There are many stories about these two 
biblical characters, so affirm what is offered. Tell them that together they are 
exploring the faith practice of hospitality, and the story of Abraham and Sarah 
welcoming guests is one example of hospitality from the Bible. Tell the story of 
Abraham and Sarah welcoming the Lord in Genesis 18:1–15. Ask: How is this like 
how your family welcomes guests: offering food and drink, making them com-
fortable? Help the learners identify parallels between the ancient biblical wel-
come and the present day. Mention any transition technique you will use (such as 
ringing a bell, flicking the lights, clapping hands) and what you want the learners 
to do when they recognize the signal.

 Get Back in the Groove 
Supplies:
 • chart with the words of the song, or equipment to project words
 • prerecorded music (optional)

Ask everyone to stand and sing “Enter, Rejoice, and Come In” (tune: Enter, Re-
joice). Imagine they are Abraham talking to the Lord. Include actions with the 
song: a low bow with swinging arm to the lines “enter, rejoice, and come in,” 
hand to ear and cocking head to the lines “open your ears to the song,” hands on 
heart opening up and out to the lines “open your hearts everyone.” Transition the 
group to sitting where they can see the charts with lyrics. Ask: What does this 
song tell us about hospitality? What else besides offering welcome is involved in 
hospitality? 

 Hospitality as Service (Easy Preparation)
Supplies:

 • chart with the words of the song, or equipment to project words
 • prerecorded music (optional)

Display the lyrics of “Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant?” (tune: Servant Song), 
http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong3. You can find a noninclusive version of the lyr-
ics at http://www.tinyurl.com/277omc2. You can hear the song at
http://www.tinyurl.com/25shg35.

Invite the children into a discussion about what a servant is. They may think of 
fancy mansions with lots of staff, or they may think of servers in a restaurant. Let 
them name as many possibilities as they can think of. You might suggest that a 
servant is someone who does things for someone else, takes care of someone else. 
When have they been a servant to someone else?

leader preparation

Music is fun! Your learners do not expect 
you to be an opera star or even rock star! 
Take time this week to learn these songs, 
if you don’t already know them. If you can 
find someone in your congregation who 
would like to accompany the group on a 
guitar or keyboard, do so. If not, maybe 
you can ask a musician to record an accom-
paniment on CD or tape for you to play as 
you teach these songs to the group.

Take time during the week to center your-
self and to feed your spirit with your learn-
ers in mind. Read the story of Abraham 
and Sarah and consider how offering hos-
pitality brought great joy to all. With whom 
do you identify most strongly in this story? 
What have you discovered about this story 
that you had not previously considered? 

Remember, the Shepherd is a critical com-
ponent of the Workshop Rotation method. 
Contact each group’s Shepherd before they 
visit your workshop, so they will be prop-
erly prepared to model hospitality with 
the learners during the workshop. The 
Shepherd can also inform you during this 
contact of any special concerns or needs of 
learners within this specific group.

WARNING: Do NOT try to fit all the fol-
lowing activities and discussion into one 
hour.

Prayer: Loving God, Creator of All, thank you 
for showing us how to find joy in hospitality. 
Thank you for the creativity we find in making 
music together, and how our many differences 
–– when joined together in hospitality –– mul-
tiply that creativity and joy. Help us to spread 
that joy to our learners in songs that may carry 
the message forward into their lives. Amen

Discerning & Deciding Activities
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This song was written by a self-taught Anglican songwriter. It has been adopted 
for use in the hymnals of many different denominations. It is simple, quiet, and 
short. When everyone has learned this song, take a moment to ask: What does 
this song tell us about hospitality? The older the learner, the more in depth you 
might want to go with this. Most of us struggle with the feelings that needing, or 
even just allowing someone to help us, evoke. However, “pretween” learners will 
find this too abstract to go into detail.

Sing the song. Use as many verses as the attention span of the learners allows.

 Make Instruments
Supplies:

 • instructions for making instruments, Attachment: Activity 5
 • materials for the instruments you have chosen to make
 • recording of “Wade in the Water” 

Set up stations for making drums, jingle bracelets, shakers (Easter egg and/or 
juice can), and jingle sticks. Choose from among the instruments described on 
the handout. Set up enough stations as needed for your group size so that only 
three or four learners will be at each station at one time. 

As the children make their instruments, quietly play in the background the song 
“Wade in the Water” (see http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong2). Explain that this 
song speaks to the difficulties and hospitality that escaped slaves found along the 
Underground Railroad. Talk with the learners about how Abraham welcomed 
the strangers. The people living on the Underground Railway did not know the 
slaves that were escaping, they could get in trouble for helping them, but they 
still served these people because they believed that was what God wanted them 
to do. It was part of their practice of faith. 

 Wade in the Water 
Supplies:
 • chart with the words of the song “Wade in the Water,” 
  http://tinyurl.com/24w6n7z, or equipment to project words
 • prerecorded music (optional)
 • colored strips of fabric in red, white, and blue

Display the lyrics of the song “Wade in the Water.” Point out how the lyrics refer 
to the Israelites and Moses leading them out of slavery. (The lyrics can be found 
at http://tinyurl.com/24w6n7z, along with a version to sing-a-long with if you’d 
like.) Sing the song. Then ask: Why would the slaves want God to trouble the wa-
ters? Wouldn’t that make the passage more dangerous? After wondering about it, 
explain that the slaves would walk through streams and rivers in hopes the dogs 
that were used to chase them would lose their scent. This would be more likely if 
the waters were rough and covered where the slaves had entered or left the water. 

Have the learners stand in a circle. Pass out the strips of fabric to those wearing 
jingle bracelets and ask them to wave the appropriate color when it is mentioned 
in the song. Sing the song again, encouraging everyone to move with the music. 

For each workshop leaders may choose 
from 9 activities that help learners en-
gage the practice of faith. It is best to se-
lect at least one activity from Exploring 
and Engaging, at least one from Dis-
cerning and Deciding, and at least one 
from Sending and Serving. The first 
activity in each category is designed 
for “easy preparation” (able to be done 
with minimal preparation using sup-
plies normally found at the church). 
Using all 9 activities could take 90–120 
minutes. 
* To plan a session of 30–45 minutes, 
choose 3 activities using one activity 
from each category.
* To plan a session of 45–60 minutes, 
choose 4 or 5 using at least one activity 
from each category.

Workshop Development
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 Providing Sanctuary (Easy Preparation)
Supplies: None

Ask the learners why people would take a chance on sheltering escaped slaves. Dur-
ing World War II, some people provided shelter and safety to Jewish people who were 
being persecuted. The movie Hotel Rwanda http://www.tinyurl.com/3p4jw tells the 
true story of a hotel manager who housed more than one thousand refugees who 
were being persecuted. Affirm that people believe this is what God wanted them to 
do. They did it because they were people of faith, church people. People of faith all 
over the world practice the faith tradition of hospitality. 

 Come All You People
Supplies:
 • chart with the words of the song “Come All You People,” or equipment to 

project words, http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong1
 • prerecorded music (optional)

The Shona people of Zimbabwe have a song about hospitality. Display the chart 
paper with the lyrics for “Come All You People” (tune: Uyai Mose). You can watch 
someone teach this song to a group at http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong1. Practice 
singing the song. Create hand motions to go with the words. If you made instru-
ments in Activity 5, use them with this song. Explain that the church is about 
welcoming and caring for all God’s people. The motions, which can be made with 
the instruments, are a welcoming wave (from outside to inside) during the call 
to “come all you people” and raised arms waving during “come and praise your 
maker.”

 Joyful Noise
Supplies:
 • chart with the words of the songs, or equipment to project words
 • prerecorded music (optional)

Review the songs you used in this session and invite the learners to choose those 
that they feel best expresses hospitality as God wants us to do it. Sing each song 
that is named. Close with a prayer. Explain that they will be quiet while they 
pray, but will “make a joyful noise” with the instruments when they say “Amen.” 
Holding instruments quietly, pray: Loving God, help us to see you in every one we 
greet, in every one we serve. Amen.

Reflect

Copyright ©2010 The Pilgrim Press. Permission is granted for use by a single congregation for one 
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or mechanical, or by any information storage or retrieval system, without the written permission 
from the publisher.

You will likely be leading other groups 
through this workshop. Now is a good 
time to reflect on what worked best 
with this group. Did it work because of 
the age group? Because of the particu-
lar makeup of personalities? Because 
you enjoyed that aspect of the work-
shop the most? What would you do dif-
ferently and why? Take time to discern 
what God is teaching you through the 
learners you had in this workshop, and 
to look forward to what future learners 
will teach you, too!

sending & serving Activities
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Attachment: Activity 5

Drum
Materials:
 • empty oatmeal cardboard cylinder
 • paper cut to fit around cylinder
 • crayons or markers or stamps or stickers
 • beans
 • electrical tape in various colors
 • For optional drum stick: wooden dowel and wooden 

ball with predrilled hole same diameter as dowel

Instructions
   The learners can decorate paper with markers, crayons, 
stamps, or stickers. Use the paper to cover the label on the 
cylinder. Place beans into the cylinder and close the lid. Use 
electrical tape to secure the lid. More electrical tape can be 
applied to other end of drum.
   To make a drum stick, place glue in a predrilled wooden 
ball, and put a wooden dowel into the hole. Decorate with 
a stripe electrical tape that matches the tape on the drum.

The following instruments are adapted from Children’s 
Music by Nancy Stewart http://www.tinyurl.com/6urb2.

easter egg shakers
Materials:
 • plastic Easter eggs 
 • filling — rice and barley are recommended, but you 

can also fill different eggs with different items and 
have the children compare sounds 

 • hot glue gun, and hot glue 

Instructions:
   Put several tablespoons (you can experiment with sound 
before sealing) of rice or other filling in the bottom half of a 
plastic egg. Run a bead of hot glue along the inside edge of 
the TOP of the egg. Carefully place top on, and check to be 
sure it’s on straight and tight. Or, use colored electrical tape 
to secure the halves. If you use the glue gun, make sure an 
adult is in charge.

Juice can shakers
Materials:
 • juice cans with paper labels
 • duct tape
 • rice or other similar filling
 • electrical tape in different colors (available from 

hardware stores)

Instructions:
   Drink the juice, remove the paper labels and pull tab, and 
wash and dry the cans. Put a small amount of rice in each 
can. You can hold your finger over the top and shake it, to 
see if it seems like the right amount. Place a strip of duct 
tape over the open end of each can. 
   To do this neatly: place a strip of duct tape on waxed paper 
— the waxed paper acts as a backing for the tape while you 
cut it. Trace a circle using the bottom of the can, and cut out 
one duct tape circle for each can. Peel off the waxed paper, 
and carefully apply the tape over the top of each can.
   Lastly, put one piece of electrical tape around the middle 
of each can.

Jingle Bracelets
Materials:
 • elastic ponytail holders (or yarn tied to fit learner’s 

wrist size)
 • elasticized thread, brightly colored is fun
 • scissors 
 • jingle bells (available by the handful at craft and 

fabric stores, or on cards at variety stores)

Instructions:
   If using yarn, form bracelets by tying ends in a knot.
   Using elasticized thread, tie 4 jingle bells on each bracelet, 
Space them equally around the bracelet.

Jingle sticks
Materials	:
 • six metal bottle caps for each stick 
 • six inch dowels or sticks 
 • common nails, approx. 1¾" long 
 • one nail larger in diameter, to use to punch holes in 

bottle caps 
 • Polyurethane or other clear finish, to be applied by 

workshop leader days ahead if desired (optional) 
 • different colored electrical tape 

Instructions:
   (Optional) Coat dowels with 2 coats of polyurethane, and 
allow to dry.
   Using a larger nail, hammer holes in the centers of the 
bottle caps.
   Using common nails, hammer 3 sets of 2 bottle caps each 
along one side of the dowel, leaving enough dowel for han-
dle.
   Decorate handle end of dowel with bands of electrical tape.
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Hospitality begins with the perception of the distinction between self and other and flows toward the realization that all 
are strangers in a community of welcome. Seeing Christ’s presence in the other enables us to welcome Christ into the midst 
of the community, with all of the costs and joys of discipleship. Gentle, attentive, patient, and consistent care is required 
to create a community where members are intentional about seeking and welcoming all, especially those whose abilities, 
experiences, and cultural traditions are different from the mainstream of the current community. A community of hospi-
tality is aware, sensitive, and open to divergent cultural practices. It reaches far beyond the limits of the familiar in a highly 
mobile world, transforming both the newcomer and the established community.

This method of education is informed by Dr. Howard Gardner’s work on multiple intelligences, or the many individual 
ways learners apprehend and incorporate information into their own understandings and ways of being in the world.

For those new to Workshop Rotation, a little vocabulary:
• Multiple Intelligences: Ways of incorporating information, i.e., Visual Spatial, Logical/Mathematical, Verbal/Linguistic, 
Bodily/Kinesthetic, Musical/Rhythmic, Interpersonal, Intrapersonal, Naturalist. 
• Rotation: The overarching story or concept that will be explored through a number of workshops focusing on different 
Intelligences. 

About this Rotation

About Workshop Rotation
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 Hear the Story (Easy Preparation)
Supplies:

 • Bibles

Have the learners find Luke 14:15–24 in their Bibles. Tell the story of the Great 
Banquet from Luke 14:15–24. Ask these or similar questions to help explore the 
story: Who was invited to the great banquet? Why didn’t they come? Who did 
come? Perhaps Jesus told this story to explain what God intended for Creation, 
that God wants us all to come to the party! Read the end of the story. The king 
didn’t just invite the lame and the blind; he also invited everyone in the streets 
and roads and lanes. How can we relate to this story today? 

 Circle of Life
Supplies: None

The web has become a powerful ecological image. Each organism’s life cycle is 
intertwined with others. Ask if any of your learners have studied “ecology” or 
the “web of life.” Discuss the concept that all parts of creation work together for 
the good of all. The children may be familiar with the song “Circle of Life” from 
Lion King (see http://www.tinyurl.com/5xzpzm). God invites all of Creation to 
be part of the web of life.

 Local Habitat
Supplies: None

Talk about what kind of habitat surrounds your church: What plants and animals 
live there? What about insects? How are these plants and animals related to one 

About this Workshop

• Workshop: Primary site of learning. Workshop plans focus on one or two of the Intelligences while incorporating others in 
a secondary way to give learners various experiential ways of understanding the Rotation’s overarching concept(s). 
• Workshop Leader: Uses this resource to plan the workshop, adjusting each workshop to best meet the needs of learners, i.e. 
age range, size, disabilities, or any other special needs of the group. 
• Shepherds: These leaders travel with a specific group through all the workshops in any rotation; they develop relationships 
with the learners through which faith is shared.

Faith is learned experientially and in relationship. Shepherds are the key people in terms of building relationships, since 
they move through workshops with the learners. Workshop leaders work with Shepherds to adapt each workshop to the 
particular group of learners they will have in the session: age ranges, learning styles, and experiences in previous work-
shops within this rotation.

The focus story for this rotation is Genesis 18:1–15. At least one activity in each Workshop is developed around this story. 
Each Workshop will also have activities based on other scriptures that help us understand the importance of hospitality.

The Science and Nature Workshop offers an opportunity for the Naturalist in your group to excel and blossom. In this 
workshop the children will explore patterns in nature to discover how the faith practice of hospitality sustains the web of 
Creation. Your choice of activities will depend on the location of your church (urban, suburban, rural) and on the season in 
which you offer this workshop. Choose and adapt to fit your surroundings

exploring & engaging ActivitiesBiBle Focus stoRy:

Genesis 18:1–15
(21:1–17)

supplementAl stoRy:

Luke 14:15–24

leader preparation

Spend time during the week to center 
yourself and to feed your spirit with 
your learners in mind. Read the story 
of the Great Banquet in Luke 14:15–24 
and consider how hospitality is pre-
sented in this story. What did you dis-
cover about this story that you had 
not previously considered? Describe a 
time when giving or receiving hospi-
tality changed you. 

Read this workshop plan and choose 
those activities that best fit you, your 
learners, and your community. WARN-
ING: Do NOT try to fit all the activities 
into one hour. If you use the mural or 
Peaceable Kingdom, set up your space 
in advance.
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Remember, the Shepherd is a critical 
component of the Workshop Rotation. 
Contact the Shepherds the week before 
they visit your Workshop so they will 
be prepared to model hospitality with 
the learners during the Workshop. In 
this conversation the Shepherd may be 
able to inform you of any special con-
cerns or needs of learners within this 
specific group.

Prayer: Loving God, thank you for your 
ever-lasting hospitality. Thank you for wel-
coming ALL of us. Please help me to extend 
that same welcoming love, your very hospi-
tality, to the learners entrusted to me and 
to all I meet in this, your blessed Creation. 
Amen.

For each workshop leaders may choose 
from 9 activities that help learners en-
gage the practice of faith. It is best to se-
lect at least one activity from Exploring 
and Engaging, at least one from Dis-
cerning and Deciding, and at least one 
from Sending and Serving. The first 
activity in each category is designed 
for “easy preparation” (able to be done 
with minimal preparation using sup-
plies normally found at the church). 
Using all 9 activities could take 90–120 
minutes. 
* To plan a session of 30–45 minutes, 
choose 3 activities using one activity 
from each category.
* To plan a session of 45–60 minutes, 
choose 4 or 5 using at least one activity 
from each category.

Workshop Development

another? Do they cooperate? Do they compete for the same kind of food? If your 
church is located in the middle of a city, talk about the habitat in a local park.

 Observation
Supplies:
 • paper and pencils
 • binoculars or magnifying glasses

Form groups of two or three learners and give each group some paper, pencils, 
and binoculars or magnifying glasses. Explain that they will go outside, and 
each group will find a spot where they can sit or stand for a few minutes. They 
will need to be very still and quiet so that the living things (animals, birds, in-
sects) will forget they are there and will move around more naturally. You might 
choose to divide the groups so that some are assigned to look for birds and de-
scribe them, where they are, and what they are doing. Other groups might look 
for insects. Others might look at a patch of garden and see how the plants cooper-
ate/compete. Tell them they will observe for 5–7 minutes (depending on the age 
of your learners), and then go back inside to share their observations. 

 Web of Life
Supplies:
 • computer with Internet access

Gather around a computer (or use a computer projector) to visit Kids’ Planet 
Defender of Wildlife at http://www.tinyurl.com/2bq5cos. Work through all 30 
pages, allowing time for questions as they arise. After exploring this web of life, 
ask the learners: How does this resemble the Great Banquet? How is it differ-
ent? Are there any critters the program left out? (Fish and marine life — maybe 
because dealing with just the land ecosystem is already complicated.) Which of 
the animals in the program can be found living wild in their neighborhood/city/
region? Which would only be found in a zoo? What are the insects and plants 
most commonly found nearby? 

 Create a Mural
Supplies:

 • mural paper and markers
 • poster: “The Peaceable Kingdom” http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources 

by John August Swanson
 • pictures of plants, animals, birds, insects found in your area
 • a variety of colors of yarn such as blue, purple, green, and orange

Invite the children to make a chart/mural displaying connections between vari-
ous inhabitants of creation. Display the poster “The Peaceable Kingdom” by John 
August Swanson, http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources. Gather around the 
mural paper. Keeping in mind the ages and abilities of your learners, invite them 
to draw or tape/glue pictures of the animals, birds, insects, fish and plants com-
monly found in your area. Using different colors of yarn, connect the pictures 
using blue for predators/prey (example: fox/coyote), purple to connect those who 
eat plants with the plants they eat, orange for those who are symbiotic or work 

Discerning & Deciding Activities
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together (example: squirrel/tree), and green for connecting critters with where 
they live (example: flea on fox, squirrel in tree). Find a place to hang the chart 
where learners can show friends and family what they've done. 

 The Peaceable Kingdom

Supplies:
 • poster: “The Peaceable Kingdom” http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources 
by John August Swanson

Draw the learners’ attention to the poster “The Peaceable Kingdom.” Hang the 
poster next to the mural the children just made. The poster shows a vision of the 
web of life different from the computer program and the one on the mural. Why 
do you think that is? One shows how the world works today, one is an ideal for 
how things might be. Ask the learners to draw connections between the various 
animals present in both pieces of art. How do we participate in this web? How do 
we accept hospitality? How do we offer hospitality? 

 Another Banquet
Supplies:
 • Bible

Tell the story of Abraham and Sarah offering hospitality to the strangers. This is 
another story of an offer of food and spreading a great banquet. The visitors ac-
cepted the hospitality of Abraham and Sarah. Is it possible to turn down God’s 
invitation to the banquet? In what ways? How might those who turned down 
the invitation feel? What if they changed their minds? Would they be welcomed? 

 A Commitment
Supplies:
 • information about Heifer Project International

Talk about any ecologically minded groups your church supports. Heifer Project 
International is one that is easy to explain to younger learners. When we give 
money to Heifer Project, they give a flock of geese to a family and teach them 
how to take care of the geese. When the baby geese grow up and lay eggs, some of 
those eggs become food for the family. Some eggs hatch and become baby geese. 
When the family has enough geese, they give some to another family that needs 
them, and along with Heifer Project, they help train the family to take care of the 
geese. In this way the cycle of hospitality and caring continues. Ask the learners 
how they might be able participate in this web. Write down their commitment 
and have the learners sign it. Make copies, and share with their parents what the 
learners commit to do, so they can be supportive. 

sending & serving Activities

Reflect
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You will likely be leading other groups 
through this workshop. Now is a good 
time to reflect on what worked best 
with this group. Did it work because of 
the age group? Because of the particu-
lar makeup of personalities? Because 
you enjoyed that aspect of the work-
shop the most? What would you do dif-
ferently and why? Take time to discern 
what God is teaching you through the 
learners you had in this workshop, and 
to look forward to what future learners 
will teach you, too!
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Hospitality begins with the perception of the distinction between self and others and flows toward the realization that all 
are strangers in a community of welcome. Seeing Christ’s presence in the other enables us to welcome Christ into the midst 
of community, with all of the costs and joys of discipleship. Gentle, attentive, patient, and consistent care is required to cre-
ate a community where members are intentional about seeking and welcoming all, especially those whose abilities, experi-
ences, and cultural traditions are different from the mainstream of the current community. A community of hospitality is 
aware, sensitive, and open to divergent cultural practices. It reaches far beyond the limits of the familiar in a highly mobile 
world, transforming both the newcomer and the established community.

This method of education is informed by Dr. Howard Gardner’s work on multiple intelligences, or the many individual 
ways learners apprehend and incorporate information into their own understandings and ways of being in the world.

For those new to Workshop Rotation, a little vocabulary:
• Multiple Intelligences: Ways of incorporating information, i.e., Visual Spatial, Logical/Mathematical, Verbal/Linguistic, 
Bodily/Kinesthetic, Musical/Rhythmic, Interpersonal, Intrapersonal, Naturalist. 
• Rotation: The overarching story or concept that will be explored through a number of workshops focusing on different 
Intelligences. 

About this Rotation

About Workshop Rotation
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 Different, Yet Essential (Easy Preparation)
Supplies: None

Talk with the children about baking cookies. Even when we use the same ingre-
dients, the cookies may end up being different sizes and shapes. If the children 
participated in the Food Workshop, talk with them about the cookies that didn’t 
include all the ingredients. When some ingredients were left out, the cookies did 
not taste right. Even though the ingredients were different, all ingredients were 
essential to make good cookies. In the church, everyone is accepted. Our differ-
ences remind us that God’s reign includes everyone, not just people like us. 

 Visit the Communion Preparation Area
Supplies: None

Before this session ask permission for the children to visit the area in your church 
where communion is prepared. Talk with the children about some of the ways 
communion is served in different churches. Some use small, square wafers; some 
use flat, round all wafers; some use a loaf of bread. Some use grape juice, and 
some use wine. Some churches have communion every Sunday, and some have 

About this Workshop

• Workshop: Primary site of learning. Workshop plans focus on one or two of the Intelligences while incorporating others in 
a secondary way to give learners various experiential ways of understanding the Rotation’s overarching concept(s). 
• Workshop Leader: Uses this resource to plan the workshop, adjusting each workshop to best meet the needs of learners, i.e. 
age range, size, disabilities, or any other special needs of the group. 
• Shepherds: These leaders travel with a specific group through all the workshops in any rotation; they develop relationships 
with the learners through which faith is shared.

Faith is learned experientially and in relationship. Shepherds are the key people in terms of building relationships, since 
they move through workshops with the learners. Workshop leaders work with Shepherds to adapt each workshop to the 
particular group of learners they will have in the session: age ranges, learning styles, and experiences in previous work-
shops within this rotation.

The focus story for this rotation is Genesis 18:1–15. At least one activity in each Workshop is developed around this story. 
Each Workshop will also have activities based on other scriptures that help us understand the importance of hospitality.

Video is sometimes thought to be a passive experience. However, we can teach learners how to watch actively, engaging in 
order to better understand what they are seeing. In this workshop, the learners will view a video that speaks about love, 
loss, family, community, and the sacrament of Communion. They will engage this video, seeking out moments of hospital-
ity, both offered and accepted. Then, they will work together to create their own video illustrating acts of hospitality in 
their lives.

In this way, the learners will approach the concept of hospitality in a familiar way — through viewing a video — and in a 
less familiar way, one that gives them a sense of mastery over a technology they experience daily. They may also particu-
larly enjoy seeing themselves on a medium that is so familiar, but in many ways so distant from their control.

NOTE: This workshop will work best if it follows any time after the Food Workshop in the Rotation, since it builds on the 
concepts of communion introduced in that workshop.

exploring & engaging ActivitiesBiBle Focus stoRy:

Genesis 18:1–15
(21:1–17)

supplementAl stoRy:

1 Corinthians 11:7–26
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leader preparation

Take time during the week to center 
yourself and to feed your spirit with 
your learners in mind. View the vid-
eo, looking specifically for instances 
when hospitality is offered, accepted, 
refused, or delayed. Consider times in 
your life when you experienced loss 
and how others reached out to com-
fort you. What really made a differ-
ence? What specific activities or things 
helped your healing? Read the Food 
Workshop, which should precede this 
Workshop for most of the learners. 

This workshop is based on the video 
“Grandma’s Bread” which you will 
need to order ahead of time. It is avail-
able for purchase at
http://www.tinyurl.com/2ao6xr7.
Please review the video before show-
ing it to your group. Churches have 
different traditions about welcoming 
children to the Lord’s Table, and you 
will need to know how to present this 
video to your group.

Read the workshop plan and choose 
those activities that best fit you, your 
learners, and your community. WARN-
ING: Do NOT try to fit all the activities 
into one hour. Allow time for the dis-
cussion to go as deep as your learners 
can take it.

Remember, the Shepherd is a critical 
component of the Workshop Rotation. 
Contact the Shepherds the week before 
they visit your workshop so they will 
be prepared to model hospitality with 
the learners during the workshop. In 
this conversation the Shepherd may be 
able to inform you of any special con-
cerns or needs of learners within this 
specific group.

communion on special Sundays. There are different ways to serve communion, 
but all churches celebrate communion. Remind the learners that when we take 
communion—when we participate in that faith practice—we are doing some-
thing physical that reminds us of something we can’t see—our special relation-
ship with God and one another, through Jesus. We remind ourselves that the 
Church includes many different people and many different traditions, but we are 
all the Church together. 

 Hear the Story
Supplies:
 • Bible

Have the children find 1 Corinthians 11: 17–26 in their Bibles. Invite a volunteer to 
read the story. In this letter to the church in the city of Corinth, Paul reminds the 
people about the importance of welcoming people to the Lord’s Supper. In this 
church there had been divisions among the people, perhaps related to wealth. 
Talk with the group about hospitality at the Lord’s Table. How should we wel-
come people to the celebration of communion? 

Read the story of Abraham and Sarah welcoming visitors, Genesis 18:1–15. What 
kind of hospitality did they demonstrate? They did not make a distinction about 
the wealth of the visitors; they simply welcomed them.

 Watch Grandma’s Bread
Supplies:
 • video “Grandma’s Bread” (order ahead of time from 
  http://www.tinyurl.com/2ao6xr7 )
 • equipment to show the video 
 • popcorn or other snack (be sensitive to allergies)

In this video Mario takes his first communion. In churches where children are 
baptized as infants, children participate in communion for the first time after 
they have taken Confirmation class. That is the tradition on which this video is 
based. If the tradition in your church is different from this one, you will need to 
explain the difference so that the children will understand First Communion. 
What is important in this video, as we explore the practice of faith of hospitality, 
is how we see hospitality in action. Invite the learners to notice when anyone in 
the video offers someone hospitality—a welcoming, a serving—or when some-
one accepts hospitality.

Pass out the popcorn and start the video “Grandma’s Bread” (running time ap-
proximately 17 minutes.) 

 Review the Story
Supplies:
 • video “Grandma’s Bread” (order ahead of time from
  http://www.tinyurl.com/2ao6xr7)
 • small ball or ball of yarn

Discerning & Deciding Activities
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For each workshop leaders may choose 
from 9 activities that help learners en-
gage the practice of faith. It is best to se-
lect at least one activity from Exploring 
and Engaging, at least one from Dis-
cerning and Deciding, and at least one 
from Sending and Serving. The first 
activity in each category is designed 
for “easy preparation” (able to be done 
with minimal preparation using sup-
plies normally found at the church). 
Using all 9 activities could take 90–120 
minutes. 
* To plan a session of 30–45 minutes, 
choose 3 activities using one activity 
from each category.
* To plan a session of 45–60 minutes, 
choose 4 or 5 using at least one activity 
from each category.

Workshop Development

Prayer: Loving God, thank you for your 
healing hospitality. Thank you for showing 
us how to reach out in love, to accept and 
offer sacred hospitality. Please help me to 
demonstrate your spirit, your healing love, 
your very hospitality with the learners en-
trusted to me and with all I meet in this, 
your blessed Creation. Amen.

After viewing the video, invite the learners to talk about what caught their atten-
tion. Have the children sit in a circle. Using a small ball or a ball of yarn, pass the 
ball to one child. That child offers one comment about something that happened 
in the video and then passes the ball to another person. It is permissible for some-
one to pass. Once everyone has had an opportunity to make a comment, open the 
discussion for other reflections. 

 Hospitality and Relatives
Supplies:
 • video “Grandma’s Bread” (order ahead of time from
  http://www.tinyurl.com/2ao6xr7)

The video demonstrates relationships among several people, particularly Mario 
and his grandmother Nonna. Invite the children to describe that relationship. 
Then ask them to describe their relationship with a grandparent or another sig-
nificant adult. How did they feel when Nonna died? Has anyone experienced a 
death in their family? Who showed hospitality to your family at that time?

 Giving and Receiving Hospitality (Easy Preparation)
Supplies:
 • video “Grandma’s Bread” (order ahead of time from

  http://www.tinyurl.com/2ao6xr7)
 • newsprint or white board and markers

Before you showed the video, you asked the learners to watch for instances of 
hospitality. Invite them to identify where they saw hospitality offered or accept-
ed. List their ideas on newsprint or a white board. They may mention: Father 
driving Nonna to market, Nonna offering Mario to pick out treat, Nonna letting 
Mario help make bread, Mario’s friend asking him to come play, Nonna telling 
Mario he can go play if he wants, Mario letting Nonna know how special this 
time was when turning down his friend. 

Use these or similar questions for discussion: Mario turned down playing with 
his friend. When is it okay to turn down hospitality? Did Mario actually turn 
down his friend’s hospitality, or did he simply uphold a commitment he had al-
ready made? Why or why not? The father was not happy while waiting for Nonna 
at the store. How might he have shown hospitality in that situation? 

 Make a Video of Hospitality
Supplies:
 • newsprint or white board and markers
 • video recorder

Ask the learners to name times when they experience hospitality in their lives, 
such as when they get together with friends, when family visits for holidays or 
special occasions, when a new child comes to school or a new family moves into 
the neighborhood. List their ideas on the newsprint or white board. 

Invite volunteers to choose one of the situations listed and act it out. If your group 

sending & serving Activities



Giving and Receiving Hospitality

44

WoRksHop RotAtion
is large, divide into small groups so that everyone has an opportunity to partici-
pate in this improvisation. Allow a limited time for them to practice their impro-
visation. They may want to demonstrate a positive example of offering hospital-
ity and a negative example of not offering hospitality. 

Let each group perform for the others as you—or another adult volunteer- record 
the improvisations. Enjoy and applaud each performance. 

 Watch Your Video
Supplies:
 • video recorded in Activity 8
 • projection equipment

Show the video you made in Activity 8. If there is not time in this session to view 
the video, arrange for the learners to see it later, during fellowship hour, or the 
next week when you might want to play it in the Narthex or some other place 
where the whole congregation can watch along.

Affirm the many ways learners demonstrated hospitality. Invite all to join in a 
closing prayer, such as: Loving God, thank you for showing us hospitality. Thank you 
for helping us offer hospitality to our friends and family, and for all those folks who offer 
hospitality to us. We are so glad that through this hospitality, we are formed into a com-
munity, an extended family of faith. Amen. (It is always fun to have your learners join 
you in a celebratory “Amen!”) 

Reflect
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You will likely be leading other groups 
through this workshop. Now is a good 
time to reflect on what worked best 
with this group. Did it work because of 
the age group? Because of the particu-
lar makeup of personalities? Because 
you enjoyed that aspect of the work-
shop the most? Also consider what you 
would do differently and why. Make 
sure to take time to discern what God 
is teaching you through the learners 
you had in this workshop, and to look 
forward to what future learners will 
teach you too!
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