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getting started

As a way of life, expressed in gratitude, living stewardship is a practice that involves all that it means to 
live as faithful followers of Jesus Christ. It grows out of a deep caring for and joy in who we are as God’s 
created people and the natural world in which we live. Living stewardship is about how we live our 
lives and how our lives express our values. It affects all of our decisions, especially the ones we make 
about the natural and human resources entrusted to us for care. Living stewardship is shalom: living 
in harmony with others and the world. It is about our relationships, liberation, grace, justice, peace, and 
mutuality as well as our material possessions. As faithful stewards, we are joined by our common gift 
of life and the reality of finite resources. We recognize that each of us is a mixture of neediness and full-
ness and so have responsibility to care for each other as we honor the holy in creation and ourselves. As 
faithful disciples, we are called to live as generous creatures created by a generous God who mutually 
shares responsibility with us for all creation. Stewardship involves all people because all are connected 
in mutually covenanted stewardship within God’s original intent for creation.…

about this Faith Practice

Let’s Begin…

Now that you’ve downloaded the files for your faith practice and age group or setting, you can get 
started planning one or multiple sessions:

 Open the .pdf file for your age group or setting. Choose an Exploration, the approach you think 
will help your group to best experience the faith practice. Choose any one of the following 
Explorations to use for one session:

 discovery scripture discipleship

 Christian tradition Context and Mission Future and Vision

Note: If you’re planning multiple sessions, you can follow the order suggested above or feel free to use 
any order that fits the needs of your group. Some groups may choose to start with Scripture and then 
see where that leads them. Others may be more ready to act in their community and might want to start 
with Context and Mission.

Living stewardship
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 Locate the Exploration you’ve chosen

 Look through all 9 activities and select the ones you would like to do with your group. 
• If you’re planning a 30–45 minute session, choose 3 activities. 
• It is best to select at least one activity from Exploring and Engaging, at least one from Discerning 

and Deciding, and at least one from Sending and Serving.
• For 45 minutes to 1 hour, choose 4 or 5 activities. 
• For a 1½ to 2-hour session, you can use all 9 activities.

Tip: Look for this symbol  to find activities designed for Easy Preparation (able to be done with 
minimal preparation using supplies normally found at the church). 

 Make copies of any handouts ( ) related to your activities. Order posters ( ), if using art 
(see “Ordering Posters,” below).

Faith Practices activities include many opportunities to grow in faith through the use of scripture, mu-
sic, and art. 

Ordering Posters
If you choose activities that use an art image, you or your church will need to purchase posters of the 
art by clicking on the link provided in the activity. If you wish to use art, you will need to plan ahead, 
since it takes 1 to 2 weeks for the posters to arrive after you place your order.

Art
Six posters are used with the faith practice Living Stewardship and may be ordered by clicking on the 
links provided.

From Imaging the Word Poster Sets:
“Planting” by Rex Goreleigh (http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources)

“The Moorish Kitchen Maid with the Supper at Emmaus” by Diego Rodriguez de Silva y Velazquez 
(http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources)

“With hoot and squawk and squeak and bark …” by Barbara Reid 
(http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources)

From AllPosters.com:
“Banjo Lesson” by Henry Ossawa Tanner (http://www.tinyurl.com/AllPosters4)

“Baobab, Okavango Delta, Botswana” by Pete Oxford (http://www.tinyurl.com/AllPosters5)

“Orion Nebula” by Stocktrek Images (http://www.tinyurl.com/AllPosters6)

Use of art, Music, and scripture in Faith Practices
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Music
Three music selections are used with Living Stewardship. We have selected music which is easily found 
in many hymnals. A web link is provided to give more information about each music selection.
Jesu, Jesu Fill Us With Your Love, Tune: Chereponi (http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong4)

Take My Gifts And Let Me Love You, Tune: Talavera Terrace ((http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong5)

God Whose Giving Knows No Ending, Tune: Austrian Hymn (Hymn lyrics: http://www.tinyurl.com/
FPSong6) (Austrian Hymn tune: http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong6a)

Scripture
Twelve Bible passages are used with Living Stewardship, two with each Exploration.
Discovery Deuteronomy 8:7-18  Matthew 2:1-11
Scripture Genesis 1:26-31 I Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19 
Discipleship Isaiah 55:1-3 Mark 10:17-22 
Christian Tradition Deuteronomy 14:22-29 Acts 4:32 - 5:11
Context and Mission Isaiah 1:10-17  Mark 14:3-9  
Future and Vision I Chronicles 29:1-19 Revelation 21:10, 21:22-22:5 

 David Ackerman Worship, Music, Arts, and Story
 Sam Collins Adults
 Bruce Larson Seekers and New Church Participants
 Evelyn Sowell Young Adults
 Steve Case Older Youth
 Christopher I. Xenakis Youth
 Mary Keithahn Older Children
 Linda Marsh Young Children
 Alyson Huntly Multiage and Intergenerational
 Marilyn Druhe Living Practices in Daily Life
 Robin Brooks Workshop Rotation
 Debbie Gline Allen United Church of Christ Identity and History
 Arthur Kelly Editor
 Patrice L. Rosner Managing Editor
 R. Kenneth Ostermiller Project Coordinator

Writing team for Living stewardship

Copyright ©2010 The Pilgrim Press. Permission is granted for use by a single congregation for one (1) year from the purchase date of the subscription. 
No part of this download may be reproduced or transmitted—beyond the group using these materials—in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, or by any information storage or retrieval system, without the written permission from the publisher.
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Living stewardship

The “Worship, Music, Arts, and Story” resources assist leaders of liturgy in preparing creative and engaging worship expe-
riences focusing on living stewardship. Activities in the different categories of this Exploration offer resources and ideas on 
ways this may be done. These resources introduce possibilities for discovering the practice of stewardship and living into 
it. We will engage scriptures in Deuteronomy and Matthew in this Exploration. The design of these materials encourages 
worship leaders to use them as opportunities for future creative work and worshipful reflection.

For many, stewardship is only or primarily about money and tithing. This exploration intends to help individuals and church-
es discover and imagine possibilities of what it means to live into a Christian sense of stewardship that involves all of life. We 
will explore both what stewardship can mean, and how we might integrate it with our life experiences. Because God is still 
speaking, we listen, envision, and embrace our responsibility as God’s people, drawing upon the stories found in scripture 
and the importance of continuing and sharing the story of what it means to be a disciple who is living stewardship. 

about this setting

about this Exploration
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BiBLE Focus passagEs:

Deuteronomy 8:7–18 
Matthew 2:1–11

Exploring & Engaging activities

 Birth (Easy Preparation) 
Part of liturgy: Prayer 

Leader preparation: Think about the idea of birth as new movement in life. De-
cide on some gentle stretching exercises to do. Consider accessing the kind of 
music described in the activity, if available.

Supplies:
 • music CD and CD player (optional)

All of us came into this world through the miracle of birth. While the subject of 
childbirth can be painful for adults who do not have children or who have lost 
children, every one of us had our time of being born into this world. Introduce 
the subject of childbirth to participants by leading them in a time of stretching 
and breathing. Staying in their chairs, ask them to reach as high as they can reach 
and as wide as they can. With each stretch, invite them to take a deep breath and 
hold it as you count to four. (Be careful of the age and abilities of your group.) 
If musical CDs are available to you, consider playing reflective, meditative, or 
joyful music as a background to the movement. If you do not have easily acces-
sible music, the exercise may be equally powerful when done in silence. After the 
movement, invite worshipers to find a comfortable and relaxed position, pause, 
and focus on their breathing. Read to them the phrase from Matthew 2:1, “Jesus 
was born.” Use it as a breath prayer. Have worshipers breathe in “Jesus,” and 
breathe out “was born.” Reflect with them on what it means to be made childlike 
and new by the grace of God.

 Thanksgiving 
Part of liturgy: Engaging the Scripture; Giving of Gifts 
Leader preparation: This activity introduces worshipers to the idea of steward-
ship as grateful response by placing on a tree of thorns things for which they are 
thankful. Read over the activity to get an idea of how it flows, and then gather the 
necessary supplies. This is a good activity to use on stewardship Sunday, which 
often falls near the celebration of Thanksgiving in the United States. It may be 
done in conjunction with the offering celebration in worship.
 
Supplies:
 • Bible
 • thorn tree and materials with which to raise it (perhaps a cement block 

with a hole in it and pieces of wood to fill the gaps)
 • “leaves” cut out of construction paper with holes punched in them
 • Christmas ornament hooks to hang the leaves on the tree
 • pens or pencils

The text speaks about the importance of gratitude as foundational to faithful liv-
ing. The following activity is particularly appropriate around a holiday or season 
of thanksgiving. If you live in an area where there are woods, find a thorn tree 
(preferably one that has died). Bring it in and prop it up in the worship space. 
Read or invite someone to read Deuteronomy 8:7–18. Distribute construction pa-
per “leaves” with holes punched in them. Insert the Christmas ornament hooks 
in the leaves or invite participants to do so in order that the leaves may be hung 
on the tree. Distribute pens or pencils and invite the participants to write on their 
leaf something for which they are thankful. Take turns hanging the leaves on the 

Leader preparation

Engage participants in this Exploration 
by inviting them on a journey of stew-
ardship rooted in a spirit of thanks-
giving. Read Deuteronomy 8:7–18 and 
Matthew 2:1–11 and reflect on what 
these key passages suggest about God’s 
generosity—and our own. What are 
you particularly thankful for? What 
new beginnings are you experiencing 
in your life now?  

Prayer: God of endings and beginnings, 
enlarge our hearts that they may overflow 
with gratitude to you for the many bless-
ings we have received from your hand. 
Amen. 
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tree. If possible, play music while hanging the leaves. Caution participants about 
the thorns and the hooks. The activity is risky because of these things, but they 
also enrich the activity by inviting worshipers to visually count their blessings 
even amid the hardships of life.  

 Seeds 
Part of liturgy: Engaging Scripture 
Leader preparation: Use this activity to encourage participants to explore what 
it means to begin a journey of stewardship and to be aware of the gift of growth 
God gives us. Divide Matthew 2:1–11 into dramatic parts as described in the ac-
tivity. If you choose to plant the seeds, procure disposable cups and soil. A quick 
watering may help them on their way. This story fits in well around Epiphany, 
which falls on January 6 of the Western liturgical calendar.

Supplies: 
 • dramatic parts for Matthew 2:1–11 
 • seeds (either planted or not) for growing a flower or small plant 

Read Matthew 2:1–11 by inviting people to read different parts of the text as 
a drama. You will need a narrator, speaker for the Magi, speaker for the chief 
priests and scribes, and Herod. The story of the visit of the Magi after Jesus’ birth 
reminds us not only of the gifts that they freely offered to Jesus, but also the gift 
of God’s love made known to us in Jesus. Give worshipers a seed, either planted 
or not, and invite them to grow it. If you are in the Northern Hemisphere, it can 
be a poignant reminder of how God blesses us with new life even when the world 
around us appears barren and lifeless. Remind worshipers that just as the seed is 
a gift and its growth is a gift, so too are our lives gifts from God. As the seeds are 
being distributed, sing a hymn such as “For the Fruit of All Creation” (tune: Ar 
Hyd y Nos), “In the Bulb There Is a Flower” (tune: Promise), or any other hymn 
related to Christmas or Epiphany. 

 Celebration of Baptism (Easy Preparation) 
Part of liturgy: Responding to the Word 

Leader preparation: This activity is geared toward a liturgical celebration of the 
gift of baptism. It is designed as a celebration rather than an affirmation, since in 
a larger group setting there may be participants who have not been baptized or 
who are not ready to affirm their baptism at this point in their spiritual journeys. 
Gather the materials and become familiar with the liturgy.

Supplies:
 • a branch of an evergreen tree (real or artificial)
 • a bowl or basin of water 
 • a copy of the liturgy for the leader

This is a good activity to do around the time of Epiphany or the celebration of 
the Baptism of Jesus (which in the Western church calendar are very close to each 
other). Feel free to use this liturgy as a guide for celebrating baptism as a gift that 
one is called by God to steward.

Discerning & Deciding activities
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Words of Welcome and Invitation: We welcome you today as we gather around water 
in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. In Jesus’ baptism, Christ revealed to us the gift of 
grace that God gives to us in baptism. Whether or not you have been baptized, we invite 
you to join us in this celebration that we share together as grateful stewards of creation.

Prayer: God of grace, thank you that you raise us to new life. You draw us up from the 
waters of death and breathe new life into us. As we celebrate baptism this day, teach us 
what it means to live like people whose lives have been made new. By your Holy Spirit lead 
us so that we may be the stewards of your good gifts that you call us to be. Amen.

Act of Celebration with Water: If you have access to a real or artificial ever-
green branch, dip the branch in the water and shake it toward each person in 
your group. If you do not have a branch readily available, there are a number 
of different options for participants to experience the gift of water. Place your 
hands in the water and make the sign of the cross on the person’s forehead or 
hand, or worshipers may immerse their hands in the water themselves. However 
worshipers experience the water, as they are experiencing it, say to each person, 
“[Name], celebrate today the gift of God in baptism.”

Prayer: Thank you, God, for the opportunity we have had today to experience your life-
giving gift of water and to celebrate your gift of baptism. May we give thanks to you all 
our lives for raising us from death into life and for leading us to share the good news of 
your grace with your creation. Amen.

Benediction: Go now in peace to love and serve. Amen.

 Hanging of the Greens 
Part of liturgy: adapted for Children’s Message; Engaging the Word; Responding 
to the Word
Leader preparation: This activity aims to make a connection between steward-
ship, the ornamentation of Christmas, and the lighting of the Advent wreath. 
Lighting of the Advent wreath and hanging Christmas greens are beloved tradi-
tions in many churches. Meet in advance with various groups in the church to 
plan for this activity. It could be done all at once or spread out over the seasons of 
Advent and Christmas. It’s an activity that involves smaller groups preparing to 
present before a larger one. 

Supplies: 
 • an Advent wreath and something to light it
 • a sampling of Christmas greens
 • a poinsettia
 • bells
 • a Nativity scene
 • an ornament with a symbol of Jesus
 • a “star” ornament
 • poster board and drawing materials

Meet in advance with different groups in your congregation, including study 
groups, fellowship groups, a faith formation group, a Bible study group, and oth-
er established groups. Try to get a variety of representation of ages. Invite each 
group to come up with an idea for something to say or do while each Advent 
candle is lighted. Give each group a theme and a symbol that they can use for 
each candle and each Sunday. The following chart is an example:
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 sunday  group  theme  symbol

 Advent 1  Older youth  Hope  Advent wreath

 Advent 2  Older adults  Peace  Christmas greens

 Advent 3  Older children  Love  Poinsettia

 Advent 4  Younger children  Joy  Bells

 Christmas Eve  Younger youth  Good news  Nativity scene

 Christmas 1  Younger adults  Jesus  Ornament

 Christmas 2 
 or Epiphany 1

 Anyone else  Showing Jesus  Star

Some groups might color in the theme of the day on large letters on poster board 
to raise before the congregation. Allow groups to present their own creative ideas. 
After each group does its presentation, invite someone to close with a prayer that 
calls all to care for creation by weaving together the theme and symbol of the 
day. For instance, for Advent 1, someone might say, “Thank you, God, for the gift 
of hope. As we light the Advent wreath today, may its light remind us that when 
hope seems far away, you are near to us. May we nurture the light of hope in our 
world. Amen.” You may also want to invite a group to prepare a similar presenta-
tion for putting away the Christmas greens. After the business of the Christmas 
season is over, it is good to give thanks for the simplicity of a “January house.”

 Reflections on “Planting” 
Part of liturgy: Responding to the Word; Prayer 
Leader preparation: This activity may engage worshipers on a variety of levels 
as they reflect on a work of art and make connections to different ways in which 
God brings growth both to us and to communities of faith. 

Supplies: 
• poster: “Planting” by Rex Goreleigh, http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources 
• a small live plant to pass around

Invite worshipers to examine the poster “Planting” by Rex Goreleigh. Invite 
them to share their observations. Then take the live plant and say something like 
this—using your own words is the most effective: 

So often in the church, people seek help for the church from various edu-
cational "experts." Those seeking this help frequently wonder why more 
people don’t come to worship, church school, or other educational experi-
ences that the church offers. They particularly become discouraged when 
children appear for a while, maybe for Confirmation or baptism class, and 
then don’t come back. Church leaders can become particularly discouraged 
and look around for someone to blame. But the reality is that we are sow-
ers of seeds. We may not always see or know the ways God gives growth 
to the seeds, and so we must trust that after we have done what we can to 
plant or water or nurture seeds of faith in people, God will give growth to 
these plants in God’s good time. As you think about the plant and about 
the poster, think of people who have sown seeds of faith in you and think 
of how you have sown seeds of faith in others. 

Invite worshipers to share ways this has happened in their lives. One way to do 
this is to pass around the plant. When the plant comes to them, invite them to 
briefly share their thoughts. Other possibilities involve asking them to share in 
small groups or spontaneously in a larger group together. Close with a prayer 
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sending & serving activities

thanking God for ways in which God allows us to care for people and to be cared 
for by people as stewards of seeds of faith.

 Simplicity”(Easy Preparation) 
Part of liturgy: Close of Worship/Sending 

Leader preparation: This activity focuses on stewardship as simplicity. As you 
get the supplies, think about ways in which God might be calling you to simplify 
things in your life. This will help you prepare inwardly for the time of sharing.

Supplies:
 • blank sheets of paper 
 • crayons or markers

Distribute the paper and crayons or markers to worshipers. Invite them to think 
of places in their life that are cluttered, such as their attic, their garage, a kitchen 
drawer, their office, their desk, their closet, or their locker. Invite them to draw a 
picture of what it looks like now. Allow time for this. Then invite them to turn the 
page over and draw what it might look like if they simplified things in this space. 
After they have done this, invite them to share their thoughts on this exercise. 
Specifically, invite them to consider what they might do with the items that they 
get rid of in this simplifying process. How might they be recycled or reused? 
How might taking the time to do this benefit not only you by simplifying space in 
your life, but also benefit someone else? Invite worshipers to take these drawings 
home with them as reminders of this exercise. Encourage them to consider acting 
on the insights they gained as a result of engaging in this activity.

 Dance 
Part of liturgy: Offering 
Leader preparation: This activity invites worshipers to experience the offering 
through bodily movement in worship as a time of joyful celebration. Seek out 
people, particularly children or youth, who are willing to dance during the offer-
ing and think about some possibilities for liturgical dance. In some churches an 
event like this happens on a stewardship Sunday; the seasons of Advent, Christ-
mas, and Epiphany are also good occasions for youth and children to be involved 
in some sort of liturgical dance.

Supplies:
 • music appropriate for dancing in worship during the offering

Some youth and children are very gifted in dance and would willingly dance 
to God’s glory in worship. Since the offering is a celebration of God’s gifts, it is 
a good opportunity to rejoice in God’s gifts through the movement of dance. 
Understanding the connection between joyful dance and the offering in wor-
ship may help participants discern that sharing God’s gifts ought to be more of 
an act of joyful delight rather than grudging duty. Perhaps some adults may be 
interested in this, too, and maybe a gifted leader could involve the congregation 
in participatory movement. In some traditions, people dance bringing forth their 
gifts during the offering. Sometimes a person might dance while others sing or 
provide musical accompaniment. All of these are possibilities.
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 Thoughts on “The Banjo Lesson” 
Part of liturgy: Engaging the Word; Sending 
Leader preparation: This activity presents a work of art and invites people to 
creatively respond to it. It specifically challenges participants to consider what 
God might have us do as a result of really experiencing the piece. Have the poster 
“The Banjo Lesson” by Henry Ossawa Tanner available for display. 

Supplies: 
 • poster: “The Banjo Lesson” by Henry Ossawa Tanner,
  http://www.tinyurl.com/AllPosters4 
 • index cards 
 • writing materials
 • banjo music (optional)

Display the poster “The Banjo Lesson” by Henry Ossawa Tanner. If you have a 
small group, consider passing it around so everyone can take a close look at it. In 
a large group you might arrange to have it projected through the church's system. 
If possible, play banjo music while people view the poster. After enough time has 
passed, ask participants to write on one side of their index cards something they 
notice about the painting. On the other side of the cards, ask them to write some-
thing that the painting inspires them to do. If there is time, invite worshipers to 
share these thoughts in small groups. After some time has passed, regather the 
group as a whole in order to share some of the insights. If you only have a little 
time remaining, simply invite the whole group to call out reflections as the Spirit 
leads. 

In this Exploration a number of the 
activities are linked to the seasons of 
Advent/Christmas/Epiphany. 

The nature of the Gospel text of Mat-
thew 2:1–11 particularly suggests the 
appropriateness of these seasons for 
these activities. However, the activities 
do not necessarily need to be done dur-
ing these seasons. Feel free to discern 
the appropriateness of these activities 
to any season of the church year.

Copyright ©2010 The Pilgrim Press. Permission is granted for use by a single congregation for one 
(1) year from the purchase date of the subscription. No part of this download may be reproduced 
or transmitted—beyond the group using these materials—in any form or by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, or by any information storage or retrieval system, without the written permission 
from the publisher.

Following the church 
year
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Living stewardship

The “Worship, Music, Arts, and Story” resources assist leaders of liturgy in preparing creative group worship experiences 
focusing on living stewardship. Activities in the different categories of this Exploration offer resources and ideas on pos-
sible ways to be more faithful stewards of the gifts with which God blessed creation. In this Exploration, we will consider 
ways scripture directs us in our journeys as stewards. We will engage passages in Genesis and 1 Timothy as we seek guid-
ance from scripture. 

When we hear scripture as a community, we discern its life-giving blessings and reconcile its history of abuse and its po-
tential for misuse with its power to generate health and wholeness. Scripture gives us a foundational image of God that is 
relational and that embodies difference within the whole. God blesses each part of creation as necessary for the well-being 
of the whole. We are called to reject an understanding of “dominion” as power over creation. Scripture invites us to accept 
the gifts God provides for the enjoyment of all, and to embrace “life that is really life” rather than storing up treasures and 
individual possessions. 

about this setting

about this Exploration
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BiBLE Focus passagEs:

Genesis 1:26–31
1 Timothy 6:6–10  Stories about Money (Easy Preparation)  

Part of liturgy: Engaging the Word; Responding to the Word 
Leader preparation: This activity may help worshipers explore reasons for their 
thoughts or feelings about money and is best done with a small group of wor-
shipers who are familiar with one another and among whom there is a fairly high 
trust level. Think about stories or experiences that you have had about money 
that helped to form the way you think and feel about it. You may wish to have a 
piece of money available for the closing exercise. Perhaps the greatest resources 
you will need for this activity are the gift of a story and courage. As a worship 
leader, you may learn a lot about your group and yourself from this exercise.

Supplies:
 • Bible
 • a dollar bill (or any bill or piece of money)

Read or invite someone to read 1 Timothy 6:6–10, 17–19. Mention the ambiguous 
relation to wealth that is presented in this passage. On the one hand, there is a 
stern warning given to “those who want to be rich” in verses 9–10, while a word 
of encouragement “to be rich in good works” (v. 18) is given to “those who in the 
present age are rich” (v. 17). The statement may not be contradictory, but it serves 
as an example of how the Bible is rich with differences in its account of the ways 
Christians and money relate to one another. Our church and society also seem 
to send “mixed messages” when it comes to money. Invite the group to think of 
some stories from their personal lives that reflect a “mixed message.” While they 
are remembering, share your own story about how you came to think and feel 
about money. Ask the group where they learned to think about money or who 
some of the people were who most greatly influenced the ways in which they 
emotionally attached or detached themselves from money. Some groups may be 
more willing to share than others; often people are more willing to talk about 
who influenced them in their feelings about money than to talk about how they 
feel about it themselves. After the sharing, hold a dollar bill and invite people to 
think of one word that describes how they feel about it. Pass the bill from wor-
shiper to worshiper and invite them to share their word. When it comes back to 
you, pray a prayer such as: God, we confess that we struggle with money. We know it 
can be used for good or for evil. Help us, as your people, to know how to use it for good, 
and to do so. Amen.

 Stories of Clay 
Part of liturgy: Engaging the Word 
Leader preparation: You will want to help worshipers hear a creation story as 
well as experience creation with their own hands. Prepare enough clay for each 
worshiper to have a handful. Here is one possible recipe: Combine roughly 3 
cups flour, ½ cup salt, and 2 tbsp. oil; then knead in enough water for the desired 
consistency.

Supplies:
• clay or modeling compound

Distribute clay to worshipers and ask them to knead it with their hands. As they 
knead the clay, invite someone to read slowly Genesis 1:26–31. Ask participants 

Leader preparation

Activities in this Exploration generally 
focus on ways in which God leads us 
as stewards of the good gifts of God’s 
creation. Read Genesis 1:26–31 and 
1 Timothy 6:6–10, 17–19. Take a walk or 
journey outside. How do you experi-
ence creation? What do you observe? 
How can being outside away from 
other things help to put certain things 
about life in perspective? How does the 
new life that God gives to us through 
Jesus change the ways we relate to the 
material side of the universe and of our 
lives?

Prayer: Gracious God, thank you for the 
creative work that you have done in mak-
ing all things. When things in my life, for 
whatever reason, get blown out of propor-
tion, help me to remember all that you have 
done for me. Teach me to breathe deeply and 
to let go of things that I don’t need. Help me 
to hold onto you and to the life that is really 
life that you give me. Amen. 
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to think of an image from the passage and to form that image in the clay. Invite 
worshipers to share thoughts about their images and on the creative process. 
Close with the following or a similar prayer: Creative and creating God, thank you 
for forming us and everything that you have made by the work of your hands. Help us to 
see your goodness at work in your creation. Help us to care for every precious gift that you 
have shared with us. Amen.  

 Nature’s Drama 
Part of liturgy: Engaging the Word 
Leader preparation: The purpose of this activity is to invite readers into the 
drama of the creation story and to receive tangible reminders of our call to be 
stewards. You may want to go to a “dollar store” to get symbols of nature or cre-
ation, such as stickers, "window clings," or "cut-out" images representing things 
in nature. These items may be purchased in large quantity at a minimal cost. You 
may also want to divide Genesis 1:1–2:4 into a drama with two parts: one for a 
narrator and one for God. Think of some people who might be good readers for 
these parts. Be sure to invite them ahead of time so they can practice.

Supplies: 
 • nature symbols 
 • copies of Genesis 1:1–2:4 divided into a drama
 
Explain to worshipers that Genesis 1:1–2:4 is an eloquent, poetic description of 
the creation of the world. It is not a scientific account of creation; instead it is an 
orderly poem that helps us see connections between the seven days of creation. 
On the first day God creates light, and on the fourth day God creates sun, moon, 
and stars. On the second day God creates water and sky, and on the fifth day God 
creates fish and birds. On the third day God creates earth and vegetation, and on 
the sixth day God creates animals and humans who dwell on the earth and con-
sume vegetation. On the seventh day God rests. Ask the readers you have chosen 
to "perform" their Genesis 1:1–2:4 drama. After the drama, distribute the nature 
symbols. Invite worshipers to take them home as reminders of God’s creative 
work in their lives. If there is time, invite participants to share any new insights 
they may have had concerning this experience. Close with a prayer praising God 
for God’s good creation and the fruitfulness of it.  

 On Hooting and Squawking 
Part of liturgy: Call to Worship; Children’s Message; Responding to the Word
Leader preparation: You are inviting people to join in an exercise of imagination 
designed to raise awareness about the diversity of creation.

Supplies:
 • poster: “With hoot and squawk and squeak and bark . . .” by Barbara Reid,
  http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources
 • noisemakers or noisy instruments

This is a good activity to use to put people at ease and in a playful frame of mind. 
Show the poster “With hoot and squawk and squeak and bark . . .” by Barbara 
Reid. Invite participants to choose an animal in the painting. At the count of 

Discerning & Deciding activities
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three, ask them—all at one time—to make the sound the animal makes. Then 
ask them to act out their animal. If you have lots of time and willing participants, 
make it into a game of charades in which one person acts and the others guess 
what the animal is. If you have less time, just have the group act out the animals 
together. If you have noisemakers or noisy instruments, ask the group to pretend 
to play the instruments as their animal would play them. Once the group has 
settled down, invite them to share what it was like being their animal. Ask them 
what they thought about the other animals. Ask also what they thought about the 
noisy symphony. Wrap up the activity by talking about the diversity of creation. 
You might want to speak about how we are all like different animals making dif-
ferent sounds in the symphony of creation. You may also want to ask the group 
to share how our diversity is both enriching and challenging as we seek to be 
faithful stewards of creation. Close with one last “animal symphony” sound.

 American Indian Stories
Part of liturgy: Call to Worship; Children’s Message, Mission Moment; Respond-
ing to the Word
Leader preparation: We can learn much from our Native American brothers 
and sisters about what it means to be stewards. Think about ways you have wit-
nessed Native Americans as good stewards of creation and be prepared to share 
these thoughts with the group. Nearly all denominations and communions are 
involved in Native American ministries. Discover information related to your 
denomination and Native Americans. You might also bring a Native American 
object for discussion (such as a rain stick or piece of jewelry). If feasible, access 
some Native American music or other Native American stories to share. Some 
excellent stories, for example, may be found in American Indian Myths and Legends, 
selected and edited by Richard Erdoes and Alfonso Ortiz (New York: Pantheon, 
1984), http://www.tinyurl.com/2e9rfup.

Supplies:
 • a Native American object
 • Native American music (optional)

Display the object and play music, if you are able to access it. Invite worshipers to 
consider the object (if the group is small, they may pass it around as the music is 
playing). Invite them to share their thoughts about the object. Describe how the 
object connects with Native American culture. Share with worshipers thoughts 
on ways in which you have witnessed Native Americans being good stewards of 
creation. If you have a hard time coming up with ideas, perhaps someone in the 
group might be willing to share from their experience. Then distribute copies of 
materials from the Council on American Indian Ministries (or other) website. If 
time permits, invite some participants to read aloud some of the stories. CAIM is 
an ecumenical group works in partnership to minister with Native Americans. 
If you feel that your group is open to it, invite shared responses on the material. 
If time allows, close the activity with a story that reflects the idea of caring for 
creation that you found in your preparation.

 Stewardship Wall (Easy Preparation)
Part of liturgy: Offering

Leader preparation: This is a simple activity that allows worshipers to use colors 
to express their joy in God’s gifts. You will want to think of a space where simple 
drawings can be displayed.
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Supplies:
 • crayons
 • paper (half-sheets, if your group is large) 
 • a place to display papers
 • tape or “fun-tack” to hang the papers on the walls
 • a copy of Genesis 1:26–31 to hang with the drawings
 • music (optional)

Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 1:26–31. Invite participants to think about one 
of God’s creatures and draw that creature on the paper with crayons. The point 
is not to show artistic talent, or lack thereof, but to celebrate the beauty and di-
versity of creation. Invite worshipers, one by one (or two by two, if you want to 
make a connection to Noah’s ark) to come forward and place their creatures on 
the display space. If uplifting music is available, play this as people bring their 
drawings forward. If this activity takes place during the offering, invite people 
to bring their gifts, place them in the plate, and then take their drawings to the 
display space. 

When all the work is displayed, close with a prayer like this: God of all creation, we 
thank you for the gift of life. May the works that we lift up this day remind us of how you 
care for all your creatures. May we love your creation and give thanks for all your good 
gifts throughout our lives. Amen. 

At the close, invite persons to visit the display and plan to keep it up for several 
weeks—maybe throughout the Easter season.

 A Poem and Prayer for the Earth and for Us (Easy 
Preparation) 

Part of liturgy: Responding to the Word; Prayer; Sending
Leader preparation: This activity is designed to invite worshipers to reflect on 
the earth and our place in it. It is a good activity to do in the Easter season, 
around Earth Day/Integrity of Creation Sunday. It is an exercise in poetic reflec-
tion and prayer.

Supplies: 
 • a copy of the poem (perhaps for everyone) and prayer 

Read or invite someone to read the following poem:

The Oak and the Nuthatch
An oak tree grew slowly, steadily, seeing other trees, grass.  
A nuthatch flew swiftly, spryly, seeing verdant trees, meadows, brilliant 
sunset skies; savoring each scene soaring by its roving eyes.  
The oak tree grew inch by inch seeing from where it was planted.  

Invite participants into the poem by asking them if they see themselves as an oak 
or a nuthatch. What is the connection of each to the earth? What is our connec-
tion to the earth? After some conversation about this, close with the following 
litany, which may be led by you or by another, in which the response is: “Hear 
our prayer.”

sending and serving activities
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Leader: God of creation, you have made all things. We are in awe of the works 
of your hands. When we witness the diversity of your work, our spirits soar to 
yours to give you praise and glory. 

Response: God of creation, hear our prayer.

Leader: God of the oak, we thank you that you have rooted us to the earth. We 
confess that we have not been faithful stewards of the gifts that you have given to 
us. Our ancestors have harmed your creative goodness, and we have done no bet-
ter. We continue to abuse your gifts selfishly by thinking of your world as merely 
a resource, a means to satisfy our greedy ends. Help us, God, to change, in both 
our minds and in our actions, so that we may live in harmony with the gifts you 
have given to us and not exploit them for our own ends. 

Response: God of creation, hear our prayer.

Leader: God of the nuthatch, you give us the gift to go from place to place so that 
we may experience the glory of your works more fully. We are amazed by what 
we see. Yet we also know that this world is full of pain and suffering. May the 
good news of your rising from death reveal to us that we are living in the eighth 
day of creation, a new time in which your people may rise with a message of hope 
and healing for all your people. May we not forget this message, and may we live 
as people who have truly been set free by your grace. 

Response: God of creation, hear our prayer.

Leader: God of creation, in this time of new life, may we give you thanks for this world 
not in word only, but in deed. Inspire us so that we may go forth this day as people deter-
mined to care for creation and to show this by the ways in which we live our lives. May 
we do so in the name of our Savior who rose from the dead to make us new people. Amen.

 Pet Blessing 
Part of liturgy: Children’s Message; Responding to the Word 
Leader preparation: As we think about God creating animals, there is a good op-
portunity to give thanks to God for the ways animals enrich our lives and touch 
us personally. In advance, ask people to bring photos of their pets. Ask people 
to write the pets’ names on the back of the photos. (Some people may resist this 
activity, thinking that church blessings should be limited to people and not ani-
mals or objects such as fire trucks, motorcycles, houses, and so forth. However, 
all these things are important to people, and if one makes the connection that 
animals are important to people (and if one does it in the context of a children’s 
message, it may dissolve this complaint).

Supplies:
 • photographs of pets 
 • poster board
 • music 
 
Tell people that even if they didn’t get a photograph of their pets to you, there 
will still be an opportunity during the prayer to express thanksgiving for their 
pets. These pictures could be displayed on poster board or, if possible, on the 
walls and even the floor around the altar. Invite the children to gather with you 
near the photographs of the pets. Ask the children if they recognize any of the 
pets there. If so, ask if they can tell you the names of the pets and any stories 
about the pets. (You may hear some really good stories.) After the children have 
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shared stories about the pets in the photographs, mention the pets in the other 
photographs by name (which they will have written on the back of the photos). 
Ask the children what they think of those pets. Again, you may get some “oohs 
and ahhs.” 

Then, lead the group in a prayer like this: God, thank you for the gift of pets. Thank 
you for all animals and for the ways you have blessed all of creation with them. Thank 
you for how important they are to us and for how blessed we are to share our lives with 
them. We are thankful for . . . [name the pets]. And now, we call out to you the names of 
pets whose photos aren’t here but for whom we seek blessing . . . [let people call out pets’ 
names]. Thank you, God, for hearing our prayer for all your creatures. Amen.

Close by singing a hymn like “All Things Bright and Beautiful” (tune: Royal Oak) 
or “God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale” (tune: Roeder).

 Sharing of Flowers
Part of liturgy: Responding to the Word; Sending 
Leader preparation: This is a good activity to do during the Easter season, 
around Earth Day/Integrity of Creation Sunday. In advance, invite participants 
to bring a flower to worship. It may be a planted flower or a cut flower, whatever 
people choose to bring. You may want to bring some extra flowers in case par-
ticipants forget or didn’t receive an invitation. Think about what God says about 
the diversity of our world through the gift of flowers, as this is what you will be 
inviting participants to do.

Supplies:
 • a variety of flowers, in case people miss the invitation to bring them 
 • copies of the hymns listed below 

(This activity differs from the “Flower Communion” developed by Norbert Ca-
pek, but it is similar in that it uses flowers as a means of connecting spiritually to 
the Creator of the universe.) 

After inviting the people to consider the flowers that they brought with them 
(if they did not bring a flower, give them one from your supply), ask them to ex-
change their flower with someone else. Allow a period of time for people to reflect 
on the beauty of the flower in silence. Ask them to consider the colors, textures, 
and smells of the plant. Invite them to think about how each flower is different 
and how God has made us all different. Ask them to reflect on how these flow-
ers are symbols of the earth, both strong and delicate at once. Challenge them to 
consider ways in which we might care for the earth in all its strength and fragil-
ity. If you have time, you may invite responses to these reflections from people. 

Close by singing either “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” (tune: Ash Grove) or “We 
Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky” (tune: Endless Song). Invite people to think care-
fully about the words as they sing. As a benediction, raise the flower and chal-
lenge worshipers again to act on what they’ve learned or experienced anew today 
in their lives. 

The season of Easter in the Chris-
tian liturgical calendar is the time in 
which we observe “the eighth day of 
creation.” We celebrate the new life of 
the resurrection that Jesus has not only 
made known to us, but has inaugu-
rated for us. The creation scripture in 
Genesis and the idea of “taking hold of 
the life that really is life” in 1 Timothy 
bring to mind the message of Easter. 
While the Easter season is a fitting time 
to do many of the activities described 
in this exploration, these possibilities 
are not limited to that season, but may 
be incorporated into any season of the 
church year. 

Following the church 
year

Copyright ©2010 The Pilgrim Press. Permission is granted for use by a single congregation for one 
(1) year from the purchase date of the subscription. No part of this download may be reproduced 
or transmitted—beyond the group using these materials—in any form or by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, or by any information storage or retrieval system, without the written permission 
from the publisher.
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Living stewardship

The “Worship, Music, Arts, and Story” resources assist leaders of liturgy in preparing creative group worship experiences 
focusing on living stewardship. Activities in the different categories of this Exploration offer ideas on ways for Christians 
to be more faithful stewards of the gifts with which God blessed creation. In this Exploration, we will consider ways in 
which our call to be disciples shapes and forms us as stewards. We will engage passages in Isaiah and Mark that reveal to 
us challenges of living as faithful stewards of God’s gifts in this world. Being good stewards at times involves changing 
things in our lives, and change is not always easy!

Generational and experiential differences condition how we perceive, understand, and practice discipleship. Discipleship 
involves the stewardship of our whole lives, and also enables our stewardship. Being an intentional disciple of Jesus pre-
sumes being a person of faith who embraces life as a journey of discovery and discernment about who Jesus is and what it 
means to live as a steward of God’s creation.

about this setting

about this Exploration
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 At the Foot of the Cross (Easy preparation) 
Part of liturgy: Engaging and Responding to the Word

Leader preparation: This is a simple but powerful activity that is good to use 
during a season of repentance, like Lent. You will want to think of things that 
keep you from being a faithful steward of God’s gifts, as you will be encouraging 
others to do the same thing.

Supplies: 
 • slips of paper 
 • pens or pencils
 • smooth rocks and markers (optional) 
 • a cross 

Invite someone to read aloud Isaiah 55:1–3 and another person to read Mark 
10:17–22. Note that both passages call for change. Being faithful disciples and 
stewards sometimes requires us to change our lives. Invite participants to think 
of something that keeps them from being the persons God calls them to be. An-
other possibility is to ask them to think of something that keeps their church 
from being the church God is calling it to be. Allow time to write these ideas on 
the slips of paper. Then invite all, person by person, to come before the cross to 
lay this obstacle to their (or the church's) growth at the foot of the cross. If mark-
ers and smooth stones are easily available, you could use these instead of pens/
pencils and slips of paper. The rocks can signify the heaviness of the burdens 
they are laying down. 

When everyone has laid down their “obstacles," invite the group to join in a 
prayer such as this: Merciful God, we come to you carrying heavy burdens that we do 
not need to carry. We haul around obstacles that keep us from living as the disciples and 
stewards that you call us to be. As we lay these at the foot of your cross, help us to let go 
of them. Forgive us for carrying them and help us to forgive ourselves. Freed from these 
burdens, may we live as the people you call us to be. We pray in the name of our Savior, 
who calls us to be faithful and who changes us. Amen.

 Scripture Storytelling 
Part of liturgy: Engaging the Word 
Leader preparation: Closely read Mark 10:17–31. Think of ways this story might 
come to life for you. Your aim in this activity is to bring this story fully to life.

Supplies: 
 • scripts
 • puppets
 • volunteer actors
 • rehearsal time 

Mark 10:17–22 is part of a bigger drama, which, as the lectionary lists it, extends 
to verse 31. It is a compelling story that is easily expanded into a larger drama. 
Here are a few possibilities for dramatizing this text.

 • Write a script of this passage that takes each part and expands on it, may-
be even modernizing it. Write out parts for a narrator, a rich man, Jesus, 
some disciples, and Peter. For instance, when the rich man asks, “Good 

BiBLE Focus passagEs:

Isaiah 55:1–3
Mark 10:17–22

Exploring & Engaging activities

Leader preparation

Read Isaiah 55:1–3 and Mark 10:17–22. 
Think about a particularly difficult 
time in your life. How did you make 
it through that time? Where was God 
to you? Perhaps God felt very distant 
or very close. Making it through tough 
times isn’t easy. Even if God feels close 
to us during our difficult times, all of 
life’s difficulties don’t just magically 
disappear.
 
Our world faces very difficult times. 
We have an environmental crisis of epic 
proportions, which is likely to grow 
worse in the not-so-distant future. We 
are warned that we must make chang-
es in the ways we consume resources if 
future generations are to be sustained 
on this planet. Think about how our 
connection to Jesus affects the ways in 
which we might make these changes. 
Consider also how Jesus calls us, as 
disciples, to turn our backs on “what 
does not satisfy” and follow God’s de-
sires for our life together.

Prayer: God, help us to turn to you, so that 
we might be the disciples that you would 
have us be. Be with all who gather to wor-
ship you, that together all may learn how 
best to follow you, as disciples and stew-
ards. Amen. 
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teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” add something like, “I’ve 
been looking for so long to learn the answer to this question. Everything 
I’ve tried seems to end up nowhere. Maybe you have the answer to this, 
since you are such a wise teacher, and seem so good . . .”

 • Ask some people who are skilled in drama to improvise a drama of this 
text. Ask them to become familiar with their parts in the story and then 
act it out for the rest of the group. Do the preparatory work for this in 
advance, with some time for them to rehearse. If you or they would like, 
they could do it as an "ad lib" puppet drama as well.

 • Become so familiar with the story yourself that you could tell it in a dra-
matic way. Pretend to be a bystander watching all these things going on. 
Be the rich man and talk about your disappointment at Jesus’ answer and 
your amazement at his response to his disciples and Peter afterward. Be 
Peter or another of the disciples. This will also take some practice, but it 
allows people, and you also, to engage this story in a different way.

Close with a prayer asking God to help us bring this story to life in our world.

 “Souperbowl of Caring” 
Part of liturgy: Children’s Message; Mission Moment 
Leader preparation: In the United States, Super Bowl Sunday is one of the worst 
days of the year for domestic abuse incidents. While many Americans enjoy foot-
ball, sadly it is a day of violence for too many. Some years ago, an American pas-
tor had an idea of doing something good for people on Super Bowl Sunday. The 
idea of the “Souper Bowl of Caring” was born. Today, people can go online and 
record how much money churches raised for local food charities. In doing this 
activity, you will want to become familiar with the Souper Bowl of Caring, 
http://www.souperbowl.org. 
If you are not in the United States, there are perhaps other sporting events in your 
area to which this kind of activity could be linked.

Supplies: 
 • “Souper Bowl of Caring” materials 
 • soup pots

In advance, ask youth to hold "soup pots" at the sanctuary or meeting place doors 
at the close of worship. You may also want to provide literature about a local 
feeding program or food bank in your community.

 This season is often a time when local food pantries are in need of help. The 
“Souper Bowl of Caring” is a helpful and light-hearted way of exercising faithful 
stewardship. As an ice-breaker, dress in your favorite team’s uniform, or point 
out others who are wearing clothing in support of their favorite team. After 
checking out resources from the website and referring to a poster or other materi-
als from the “Souper Bowl of Caring,” tell children and other worshipers that the 
aim of the “Souper Bowl” is to help local food banks and feeding programs, even 
as people are celebrating a sporting event. No money gets sent to the “Souper 
Bowl of Caring.” It all goes to support local feeding programs or food banks. 
Describe your local situation and refer to materials about your local feeding pro-
gram of choice. Invite people to consider ways they could help that organization. 
Tell people that at the close of worship, youth will be at the doors collecting dollar 
bills (though people may give more or less, if they wish) to help their local pro-
gram. Close by reading Isaiah 55:1–3 and by reminding participants of our call 
from God to “labor for the bread that satisfies” by feeding the hungry and giving 
drink to the thirsty.



Living stewardship

18

Worship, music, arts & story

 Ashes and Wishes (Easy Preparation)
Part of liturgy: Children’s Message; Engaging the Word; Responding to 

the Word
Leader preparation: Name something about yourself that you would like to 
change so that you may be a better steward of God’s gifts. Reflect on this some-
thing as you gather supplies for this activity that connects well with Ash Wednes-
day or the first Sunday in Lent.

Supplies: 
 • small pieces of paper 
 • pens or pencils
 • a can and a match

Begin by sharing about the season of Lent as a time of change. Invite worshipers 
to think of something about their lives that they would like to change in order 
to become better stewards of God’s gifts, that is, better disciples of Jesus. Allow 
time to write these on the slips of paper. Invite ushers (maybe children) to col-
lect the slips in a can. In some Ash Wednesday services, this could be considered 
the offering. Say a prayer of blessing once the can, full of hopes and wishes for 
change, is returned to you. Ask someone to take the can outside and burn the 
slips, so that you now have a burnt offering before God. Later in worship, invite 
worshipers to come forward one by one for the imposition of ashes. Rub some of 
the ashes from the burned slips between your thumb and forefinger and make 
the sign of the cross on each person’s forehead (or the back of one of their hands) 
as they come forward. As you impose the ashes, say, “[Name], remember that you 
are dust and to dust you shall return. Turn away from your sins and believe in 
God's good news.” Close with a prayer asking God to help us change, so that we 
might become faithful disciples and stewards.

 Resource Show 
Part of liturgy: Sermon in Response to the Word; Closing 
Leader preparation: Gather resources on stewardship as the activity describes. 
You will introduce worshipers to a variety of resources that may help them grow 
as stewards, so it would help to become familiar with them yourself.

Supplies:
 • stewardship resources from your denominational office

This is a golden opportunity to introduce worshipers to a variety of helpful re-
sources for stewardship. Feel free to cast a wide net and become familiar enough 
with what’s available to share about each of the resources you are displaying. All 
denominational offices have resources that relate to the theology and practices of 
those communions. Check out the resources appropriate for your communion/
denomination. After sharing thoughts about the different resources and their po-
tential for use in your congregation, close with a prayer like this: Thank you, God, 
for providing for us ways in which to learn and grow as stewards of your good gifts. Amen.  

 Confession and Forgiveness  
Part of liturgy: Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness
Leader preparation: This activity provides a litany of confession and forgiveness 

Discerning & Deciding activities
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with a stewardship theme, so you may wish to prepare yourself inwardly for a 
time of introspective prayer.

Supplies: 
• hymnals
• copies of the litany 

Select a hymn from your hymnal that is appropriate either to the season of Lent 
or that has a theme of repentance. If you have a musical accompanist or you 
know the hymn well enough to sing a cappella, sing it. If not, read the words to-
gether, inviting participants to reflect on the words and on God’s call to us to turn 
away from sin and embrace God’s good news. Then, invite participants to share 
in the following litany, based on Isaiah 55:1–3 and Mark 10:17–22. 

a Litany of confession and Forgiveness

One: Merciful God, we confess that we have been thirsty for your love, and yet 
we have not turned to you for drink. You would satisfy our thirsts, but we would 
rather be satisfied on our own terms than turn to you.

Many: Forgive us, God, for polluting the waters of your world. Help us to change, 
so that all your people may have clean water to drink. 
(Pause for silent prayer and confession.)

One: Compassionate God, we freely admit that we have spent our money for that 
which is not bread. We have labored so that we might accumulate things that do 
not satisfy us. We have not listened to you, and, because of our stubbornness, 
your delight is far from us.

Many: Forgive us, God, for hoarding possessions to our own hurt, while others 
stand around us in need. Teach us to turn from selfish ways, so that we may be 
satisfied in knowing that our sisters and brothers who hunger are fed. 
(Pause for silent prayer and confession.)

One: Beckoning God, you call us to listen to you, but we would rather listen to 
the seductive call of advertisers than your call to justice. Your call to us is not 
always convenient, and, frankly, we have a hard time trusting you.

Many: Forgive us, God, for not hearing the cries of your planet when it beckons 
us to quit abusing its fragile resources for selfish gain. May we be transformed 
by hearing your voice, and may we act in such a way that we might truly live in 
harmony with your creation. 
(Pause for silent prayer and confession.)

One: Life-changing God, we must disappoint you by the ways in which we turn 
away from you to our own idols of comfort and convenience. Like a rich man 
who long ago wandered away from your invitation to discipleship, we feel as 
though we have better things to do than to follow you. And yet, you love us still.

Many: Forgive us, God, for not responding to your love as we should. Change 
our minds and our hearts, so that we might love and serve you and work for your 
justice and peace in this world. Help us to be faithful disciples and stewards of 
your gifts, even when it is hard for us to do and comes at personal cost to us. 
(Pause for silent prayer and reflection.)

One: Hear our prayer, O God. Amen. (Pause) Sisters and brothers, the good news 
we receive from God this day is that God does forgive our sins. God does change 
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and transform us. This day God gives us a new lease on life, a new opportunity 
to follow Jesus. As children of God who have been forgiven by God’s grace, let us 
respond by giving thanks to God with our whole lives. May we live as new crea-
tures in this world, faithful disciples and stewards, who are made new by God’s 
goodness to give God glory.

Many: Thanks be to God. Amen.

Close by singing the Gloria, Doxology, or another brief song of praise. 

A Celebration of Holy Communion (Easy Preparation) 
Part of liturgy: Responding to the Word; Holy Communion

Leader preparation: There is perhaps no activity that the Christian church regu-
larly observes to celebrate God’s gifts that is as important to us as Holy Commu-
nion. As you prepare for this activity, find someone to work with you on this who 
is authorized by your church to administer sacraments.

Supplies: 
 • bread and wine (grape juice)
 • communion hymn (optional)

Prepare elements for distribution as you see fit. The easiest way to administer the 
communion elements is by intinction, which may be done by inviting worshipers 
to tear off pieces from a common loaf (or by using precut pieces of bread) and dip-
ping the bread into the cup. If you use individual glasses (either at a chancel rail 
or in church pews or chairs), plan to fill them and think of ways to collect them 
when they are empty. (It will be more environmentally friendly to wash glasses 
than to dispose of plastic cups, but it will also mean a longer cleanup time.) Here 
is an example of an order for Holy Communion with a focus on stewardship. If 
necessary, plan for gluten-free bread and a separate chalice for intinction.

an order for holy communion

Invitation: All has been prepared. We invite you to come and share in these gifts 
of grace that God has given and poured out for us and for our salvation. For the 
bread that we break is the Holy Communion of the body of Chris, and the cup of 
blessing that we bless is the Holy Communion of the blood of Christ. Let us pray.

Prayer: We pray, God, that by the grace of your Holy Spirit you would make holy these 
elements of the bread and cup. We pray also that you would make us holy, as we prepare 
to share in this sacred meal together. May we offer to you our faith and our praise as we 
seek to live our lives as faithful stewards of your good gifts. All this we pray in the name 
of Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Institution: We remember, on the night of desertion and betrayal, how Jesus met 
with his disciples in an upper room and how he took bread and blessed it and 
broke it, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remem-
brance of me.” In the same manner also, after supper, he took the cup, and he 
blessed it saying, “This is the cup of the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
for the forgiveness of your sins. As often as we eat of the bread, and drink of the 
cup, we proclaim with our lives the mystery of faith. Please repeat after me:

sending & serving activities
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“Christ has died.” (Response: “Christ has died.”) 
“Christ is risen” (Response: “Christ is risen.”) 
“Christ will come again.” (Response: “Christ will come again.”) 

The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all things are now ready.

Sharing of the Elements: (At appropriate times, say, “The bread of life, given for 
you,” and “The cup of blessing, poured out for you” or similar words. If you are 
sharing communion by intinction around a circle, you may encourage people to 
say those words to one another as they pass the elements to each other.)

Prayer of Thanksgiving: Let us pray: Thank you, God, for the gifts of grace we have 
received this day in Holy Communion. Having been strengthened and nourished by this 
meal, may we go forth to care for the gifts of creation that you have so graciously shared 
with us. Amen.

Benediction: Go in peace. Amen.

 Connections with “Orion Nebula” 
Part of liturgy: Responding to the Word; Sending 
Leader preparation: Look closely at the poster “Orion Nebula” by Stocktrek Im-
ages. Think about your place in the universe, as your aim will be to help the 
group connect themselves to this sense of place and to one another.

Supplies:
 • poster: Orion Nebula by Stocktrek Images, 
  http://www.tinyurl.com/AllPosters6
 • paper 
 • crayons or markers
 • several rolls of transparent tape

This activity may work best with between ten and forty worshipers. Display the 
poster “Orion Nebula” somewhere so that everyone can see it. After looking at 
it for a bit, invite worshipers to close their eyes and to think about their place in 
the vastness of the universe. Distribute the paper and crayons or markers to wor-
shipers. Invite them to draw a picture of themselves. Assure them that it won’t be 
"graded" on artistic quality. In fact, don’t provide too much time for the drawing 
itself. After they have done this, pass out rolls of transparent tape and ask them 
to tape the drawings together. Ask them to do it quickly and not to worry about 
getting it all even; the important thing is that they are taped together. Then bring 
the taped "tapestry" up in front. Invite all to notice how it swirls around just as 
the galaxy swirls. Ask if anyone has any thoughts about their drawings or any 
reflections on how we are connected to one another. 

Say a prayer like this: Connecting God, we thank you for bringing us together in this, 
your universe. Thank you also for connecting us together as your people. Help us to see 
how we are connected to each other. Teach us to love, care for, and respect each other as we 
celebrate our connections to this universe in which you have given us life. Amen. 

Close either with this prayer, or, if you have time, with a hymn such as “Called as 
Partners in Christ’s Service” (tune: Beecher).
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 Different Gifts  
Part of liturgy: Close of Worship; Sending 
Leader preparation: Think about a special gift that God has given you that you 
can use to make a difference in the world. This is what you’ll be inviting partici-
pants in this activity to do.

Supplies: 
 • a large ball of yarn or string

Invite the group to stand in a circle. The larger the group, the more time you 
will need to complete this activity (and the larger the ball of yarn you will need). 
Ask the group to close their eyes for a moment and think of a gift that God has 
given them to make a difference in the world and that they can share with oth-
ers. If they seem to struggle, encourage them to use the first thought that comes 
to mind. After a reasonable amount of time, share with the group the gift you 
thought of for yourself. Then, holding the end of the yarn, toss the ball of yarn 
to someone in the circle. It can be someone near you or far away. Ask them to 
share their gift with the group. Then ask them to hold the yarn and toss the ball 
to someone else. Repeat the process until everyone has shared their gifts. As the 
activity goes on, participants will be more adventurous in throwing the yarn to 
people farther away from them. When you are finished, you should have a beau-
tiful web of connections that links everyone together. Invite people to notice the 
web and to think about how God has gifted everyone in the group with ways 
of sharing God’s love with others. Challenge them, as they prepare to go, to use 
their gifts for the good of others and all creation. 

Close with a “sending” prayer like this: Thank you, God, for gifting us with so many 
gifts. Help us to see that because we are connected to each other and to you that you call 
us to use our gifts for your glory and for the good of others. May we do so, as we pray in 
Jesus’ name. Amen.  

Following the church 
year

The season of Lent in the Christian 
liturgical calendar is a time when we 
seek to turn to God in new ways. The 
word “repent” in Greek is metanoia, 
which means “to change one’s mind.” 
The call to discipleship is a call to a 
changed mind, and a truly changed 
mind leads to a changed life. The scrip-
tures in Isaiah 55 and Mark 10 chal-
lenge the idea that having more stuff 
will make us happy. In the Western 
world, this speaks strongly against the 
prevailing cultural message that our 
salvation consists in the abundance of 
our possessions. While the season of 
Lent is an appropriate time in which 
to do the activities in this Exploration, 
they may be adapted for other seasons 
of the church year. 

Copyright ©2010 The Pilgrim Press. Permission is granted for use by a single congregation for one 
(1) year from the purchase date of the subscription. No part of this download may be reproduced 
or transmitted—beyond the group using these materials—in any form or by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, or by any information storage or retrieval system, without the written permission 
from the publisher.
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Living stewardship

The “Worship, Music, Arts, and Story” resources assist leaders of liturgy in preparing creative group worship experiences 
focusing on living stewardship. Activities in the different categories of this Exploration offer resources and ideas on ways 
for Christians to be more faithful stewards of the gifts with which God blessed creation. In this Exploration, we will con-
sider ways we learn and grow as stewards by connecting to Christian tradition. Although the Bible passages in Deuter-
onomy and Acts in this Exploration may appear to be challenging, there is also opportunity to grow by engaging them and 
discerning God’s “still-speaking” voice in them.

Our ancestors in faith have given us a rich inheritance of living stewardship. From tithing as joyful celebration in com-
munity among our Hebrew forebears to the “holding all things in common” of the earliest Christian churches, we see that 
people of faith before us were formed and challenged by God’s call to live generously and compassionately, sometimes at 
great cost—just as we are today. Shaped for such a response by worship, education, fellowship, and service, the church 
through the ages has sought to live its stewardship by working for justice and peace, wholeness and inclusion, both within 
its own life and in the life of the world. Exploring this legacy can inspire us to add faithfully to it, in our own acts of gener-
ous and compassionate stewardship. 

about this setting

about this Exploration
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BiBLE Focus passagEs:

Deuteronomy 14:22–29
Acts 4:32–5:11  Opening Litanies (Easy Preparation)  

Part of liturgy: Call to Worship; Opening Hymn; Gathering Prayer 
Leader preparation: This activity is designed to invite participants into worship. 
Review the activity description in advance and consider ways in it might be in-
corporated into your setting.

 Supplies:
 • copies of the "Call to Worship" 
 • a copy of the "Gathering Prayer" 

If you have an accompanist, invite her or him to play music as a way of inviting 
people together for worship. Then, follow this order for gathering. 

a call to Worship (based on Deuteronomy 14:22–29)

One: God, giver of good things, thank you that we may come together to be with 
one another and with you.

Women: We come as we are. We come feeling overwhelmed by the stuff of life. 
We gather knowing that we feel at times empty. It is hard for us to give of our-
selves when we feel as though we have nothing left to give. Fill us with your 
grace, O God, so that we may feel good about having something to share with 
others.

Men: We come as we are. We come with our doubts and suspicions. It is hard to 
see giving as a celebration when it feels more like a duty. Help us to see that you 
are a God who blesses us even beyond our awareness. In response to your gener-
osity, teach us how to be people who find real joy in giving.

All: God, giver of good things, we gather to give you thanks and praise.

One: God, who calls us to celebrate, help us to celebrate you and your gifts as you 
would have us celebrate.

Men: We live in a world that seems to be more of a “me” society than a “we” so-
ciety. Help us to see things differently than our culture would have us see them. 
Help us to find our greatest joy in helping one another, especially those who need 
it most.

Women: We live in a world that seeks to build up a few by tearing many down. 
Help us to use our gifts to make this world a better place. Show us how to work 
for a society where justice and peace aren’t only nice things to talk about in wor-
ship, but costly gifts to be shared with all.

All: God, giver of good things, with joy we worship and celebrate you today.

One: God, giver of good things, we come here seeking to trust you and to become 
the people you would have us become.

Women: We look for ways to change and grow. As we worship you today, reveal 
to us how we might love and serve you faithfully. Give us the courage that we 
need.

Leader preparation

Read Deuteronomy 14:22–29 and Acts 
4:32–5:11. Sometimes in the church, 
we are guilty of fooling ourselves—
especially when it comes to material 
goods and money. We say that we val-
ue church and charity. We like to say 
that too many people spend too much 
money on frivolous stuff. If, however, 
our checkbooks reflect our highest val-
ues, what would we discover? Do our 
checkbooks tell us that we value giv-
ing or that we value frivolous stuff? 
For some of us, our checkbooks may 
be in cahoots with our values, but for 
others of us, it’s a hard thing to put 
our money where our mouths are.  It 
is hard to be honest when it comes to 
money. If it’s hard for us, it may be even 
harder for people who are looking to 
us for leadership in worship. Despite 
the difficulty that we may have in fac-
ing questions of how much to give, to 
whom and when, it’s interesting that 
the tithe as described in Deuteronomy 
is more of a celebration than an obliga-
tion. How can living generously be-
come a delight for us rather than duty?

Prayer: Generous God, it’s hard to be hon-
est with ourselves and with you when it 
comes to giving. Transform us, so that we 
may learn that we are more intimately con-
nected to you and your generosity when we 
joyfully give. You are infinitely generous to 
us; help us to see that in our generosity to-
ward others, we share in the magnanimity 
of your character. Teach us that generosity 
is more about delight than duty. Amen. 
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Men: We look for ways to change and grow. Lead us so that, as you prayed, we 
might work for a world where your realm appears on earth as it is in heaven.

All: God, you give us good things. Thank you! Amen.

Sing something upbeat such as “Dream God’s Dream” (Brian Sirchio), “You Are 
Holy” (Per Harling), or “Spirit, Fill Me” (Tom and Carole Parmeter Dyer). If you 
don’t have musical accompaniment and don’t feel comfortable singing a cappella, 
simply read the words of an upbeat hymn.

Gathering Prayer (based on Acts 4:32–37): God, long ago your disciples shared their 
goods in common in a spirit of celebration. They rejoiced to share with one another and 
with you. We confess, God, that sometimes it is hard for us to do this. Help us to see things 
differently than the world sees them. As we gather together to worship you this day, show 
us what it means to lay our treasures at your feet. Teach us to trust you to provide us with 
more than we need. We pray as our Savior, Jesus, taught us to pray . . . [the Lord's Prayer]. 

 “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” Procession 
Part of liturgy: Beginning of Worship; Children’s Message; Offering 
Leader preparation: This is a good activity for worship on a Sunday morning. The 
week before the Sunday you use this activity invite people to bring nonperish-
able food items to donate to a local food bank or pantry. In congregations where 
this is done on a monthly basis, this specific activity could become a monthly 
ritual. Prepare youth and children to carry the food items to a visible place in the 
front of the sanctuary. This activity raises awareness about how sharing with lo-
cal feeding ministries is an example of good stewardship. 

Recruit one or more adults available to coordinate the youth and children as they 
carry the food to the front of the sanctuary.

Supplies: 
 • hymn “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” (tune: Austrian Hymn),
  http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong6 and http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong6a 
 • donated food 

Explain that the offering of food you are gathering will be shared with your local 
food bank or pantry. Say a few words about that program as well as the items you 
have collected. Ask participants to reflect on how God has given us so much and 
that this offering is a visible opportunity to share in thanksgiving for God’s bless-
ings by sharing with others. Sing the hymn “God, Whose Giving Knows No End-
ing” (tune: Austrian Hymn). With the help of an assistant (or assistants), children 
and youth carry the food items to a visible place in the front of the sanctuary. 
Make sure the assistant doesn’t load the children up too much. There is no hurry. 
After the children have placed their gifts at the front, send them back for more. 
Continue the procession and repeat the hymn until all the food is brought to the 
front. (Once people have caught on to the tune, and to emphasize the beautiful 
words of the hymn, sing an occasional verse a cappella.) 

Once the food is all forward, offer a prayer such as this: Giving God, we are filled 
with joy that your giving knows no ending. Help us to give to others, even as you have 
given so many blessings to us. May we be faithful stewards not only of these gifts that we 
are sharing today, but of all the gifts that you share with us. We ask that this prayer might 
be according to the good will of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
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 Caring for People Who Are Home Bound 
Part of liturgy: Children’s Message; Responding to the Word; Sending 
Leader preparation: In addition to providing supplies to the worshipers, you 
will need to obtain a list of homebound members and friends in your church, 
including nursing home residents. If photographs of these people are available, 
post them on a sheet of poster board. Sometimes these are already in the church 
directory. Invite worshipers to reflect on the reality that many of these people 
experience keen loneliness and isolation, and that we have a responsibility to see 
that they are cared for by the church. Describe how this care reflects a spirit of 
faithful stewardship.

Supplies: 
 • photographs or names of people who are homebound and nursing home 

residents, mounted on poster board
 • construction paper 
 • crayons or markers 

Describe how the early disciples of Jesus met together in community, similarly 
to the way the church is gathering in community today. Note also how difficult, 
lonely, and painful it can be for people who, because of physical or health chal-
lenges, are unable to join the community when it gathers for worship. Sometimes 
they may receive visits from church members or clergy. While these visits may 
seem like small comfort given their circumstances, making the connection with 
the church is often helpful and healing. Show the group the names and faces of 
the homebound people/nursing home residents on the poster board. Invite them 
to reflect on the names and faces for a moment. Invite them to make a card that 
lets these people know that the church is thinking about them and praying for 
them. If your group is small (maybe fewer than twenty), you could “assign” par-
ticipants to make cards for certain people. If your group is much larger than that, 
you may want to ask the group to write the cards as though they could be sent 
to anyone on the list. (The danger of people choosing the person they write to is 
that some may get many cards while others are overlooked.) You could also have 
children do this as part of a children’s message. You may want to have music 
playing as people make the cards. Ask for volunteers to deliver the cards. (If you 
did this with a larger group, after worship, you could write names to personalize 
the cards. This assures that all are included.) Invite children or youth to gather 
the cards as they are completed. 

Close with a prayer like this: Thank you, God, for your whole church. We thank you 
for those who are here with us now and for those who wish to be here but cannot. May we 
reach out as your church to show your love. Amen. 

 Anointing with Oil (Easy Preparation) 
Part of liturgy: Early in Worship; Responding to the Word 

Leader preparation: The ancient Christian practice of anointing with oil is one 
that can be very powerful for worshipers today. It is a good activity to do in con-
nection with the reading from Acts 4:32–37, in which Jesus' disciples shared all 
things in common. Prepare yourself inwardly and leaders and participants out-
wardly by noting a few things. First, this activity is not an act of magic. Second, if 
people feel uncomfortable with this, they need not participate. Third, we believe 

Discerning & Deciding activities
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God’s hand is at work in prayer and that we enter this activity in a spirit of faith. 
This particular activity seeks healing in such a way that we may be helped to be 
faithful stewards of God’s gifts, even as we celebrate the gifts of healing oil and 
the healing hands of community.

Recruit some leaders to lay hands on those who wish to come for anointing.

Supplies: 
 • oil in a small receptacle
 • Bible 
 • copies of the order of worship

Lead participants in the following liturgy, adapting it to fit your setting.

Greeting: Grace and peace be with you.

Opening Scripture: Read James 5:13–16.

Call to Confession: Hear now these words of confession, as we come before God 
seeking to be changed.

Confession: Read Psalm 51:1–2, 10–12.

Assurance of Grace: Sisters and brothers, the good news that we hear and receive 
from God is that we have been forgiven by God’s grace. Our sins are no more. Let 
us, then, with our whole lives give thanks and praise to God, who has given us 
life and love, goodness and grace. Amen.

Prayer of Intercession: Let us pray. Merciful God, hear us as we pray for your 
people gathered together this day. As we prepare to receive gifts of anointing 
and laying on of hands, touch us with your healing hand. Remind us that you are 
with us and that your love for us is without end. For we pray in the name of Jesus, 
our Healer and Savior. Amen.

Prayer over Oil: Bless this oil, gracious God. By the power of your Holy Spirit, 
bless those who receive this gift. Bring your healing presence near and help us to 
respond with thanksgiving for the blessings of your grace. Amen.

Invitation to Anointing and Laying on of Hands: Those who wish to come for-
ward for anointing with oil and the laying on of hands may do so at this time. 

Act of Anointing: We anoint with oil, [Name]. [Anoint.] May the healing pres-
ence of God draw near to you and fill you. Amen.

Act of Laying on of Hands: We lay hands on ([Name]. [Lay on hands.] Through 
this community of faith, may he/she know your saving grace and be empowered 
to live as your faithful steward. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving (after all have been prayed for): Let us pray. We give 
you thanks and praise for the gift of oil and of laying on of hands. Having shared 
these gifts, may we share your gifts with others as we seek to live as your dis-
ciples. Amen.

Prayer of our Savior: The Lord's Prayer

Benediction: Go in peace. Amen.
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5. Doughnuts, Anyone? 
Part of liturgy: Children’s Message; Responding to the Word; Sending 
Leader preparation: This activity has potential for significant reward with sig-
nificant risk. It is designed to raise awareness about the disparity of wealth and 
the allocation of resources in our world. The risk of the activity is that the people 
who receive the least may become angry. Anger is an appropriate response to in-
justice, and the hope is that people will be moved to respond to global injustices 
out of a sense of the anger that they feel. But you will want to be careful that the 
anger does not all get projected on to you and that you think of a way for your 
group to restore a sense of balance at the end of the activity, if you feel that it is 
needed.

Supplies: 
 • at least a dozen doughnuts

Invite at least some of the participants to gather in three groups. The first group 
has just one person in it. The second has a few (3–4) people in it. The third has 
everyone else. Give a few crumbs of a doughnut to the third group. Give several 
doughnuts to the second group. Give the rest to the first group. Invite partici-
pants to sit with this reality for a little bit. If this is done in a children’s message, 
perhaps the children in the first two groups will start eating while the others 
watch. Then, ask worshipers to share what they are feeling. Some people may 
talk about the unfairness of the situation and how that feels. When people have 
had a chance to share, tell them that this exercise represents the economic in-
equalities of our world. A very small group has the vast abundance of resources, 
a somewhat larger group has access to some resources, and a great many live in 
poverty. Talk about how we as a church can work together to build a more just 
world. 

Close with a prayer such as: God, we live in a world in which a few have much and 
many have little. Help us to work to change things so that your realm of justice and peace 
might be with us. May we do this as an example of what it means for us to be faithful 
stewards of your gifts. Amen.

If you think it will help with your group (especially if your group is children), 
provide some extra doughnuts for the many who did not receive them. It might 
be especially meaningful if the person with the most doughnuts shared with all 
the rest.

 “The Moorish Kitchen Maid with the Supper at Emmaus” 
Part of liturgy: Responding to the Word 
Leader preparation: Examine the poster “The Moorish Kitchen Maid with the 
Supper at Emmaus” by Velazquez. Look at details in the poster. As you read 
through the activity description, think about details in your church and in your 
life that you may want to attend to that will help you to be a better steward. This 
is the sort of thing you will be asking others to do in this activity.

Supplies: 
 • poster: “The Moorish Kitchen Maid with the Supper at Emmaus” by Diego 

Rodriguez de Silva y Velazquez, http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources 
 • newsprint or white board and markers 
 • post-it notes (optional)
 
Show worshipers the poster “The Moorish Kitchen Maid with the Supper at Em-
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maus” by Velazquez. Invite them to get out of their pews/chairs and to take look 
a close look. This work is rich with details. Ask them to identify one detail of 
the painting that grabs their attention. You may do this systematically with each 
person taking a turn, or you may invite them to share spontaneously, depending 
on time constraints, number of worshipers, and so forth. Divide the newsprint 
or white board into three columns and write people’s insights about the poster 
in the first column. Then invite worshipers to imagine their church as a painting 
full of details. Ask them to think about one detail that the church could attend 
to that would make it become a better steward of God’s gifts. Again, pause for 
a time of sharing. Write these responses in the second column. Finally, ask wor-
shipers to imagine their own lives as paintings full of details. Ask them to think 
about one detail that they could attend to that would help them become better 
stewards of the gifts they have been given in this world. Again, invite sharing, 
and again, write these in the last column. Call worshipers’ attention to the details 
they notice in the painting, the church, and their lives. Invite reflection and com-
mentary on the lists—what do these lists say to us? 

An optional approach is to give everyone Post-it notes to write on, and invite 
them to post these on the available space. Then, invite persons to come and con-
sider these after the service is over.

Close with a prayer such as: God, thank you for details. Help us to not let them go un-
noticed. Help us, as a church and as people, to attend to details so that we may be faithful 
stewards of the gifts you have given to us. Amen.

After the exercise, make notes of some of the details noticed, especially as they 
relate to the church. These might also be on an agenda at the next meeting of 
church leadership. What are these saying to us about ourselves and our church 
that we need to pay attention to? Perhaps there could be some followup on this 
that could lead to some helpful changes in the church’s life.

 Honesty in Giving (Easy Preparation) 
Part of liturgy: Responding to the Word; Sending 

Leader preparation: Read Acts 5:1–11 to yourself, along with the activity descrip-
tion. Think about the role that honesty plays in this story. As you think about 
how you are living into stewardship, think about how honest you are with your-
self, not simply in terms of your giving, but also in terms of the ways in which 
you are a steward of the gifts with which God has entrusted you. You will be 
challenging worshipers to ponder the same thing.

Supplies: None

During the service, invite about a dozen volunteers and arrange them so that 
they are side by side together (it doesn’t have to be a straight line, but it could 
be). Tell them that you are going to whisper two sentences in the ear of the first 
person who will then whisper to the next person and so on to the end of the line. 
Try this story: “Ananias and Sapphira kept money from the apostles. Three hours 
later, Peter told Sapphira, ‘The feet of those who buried your husband are at the 
door, and they will carry you out.’” Observe how people react as the story gets 
whispered on from one person to the next. There may be some laughter. When 
the story is ended, ask the last person to repeat it aloud. Then read the story back 

sending & serving activities
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to them. Unless they have amazing memories, there will be differences. If they 
get it right, praise them for their great work. If it’s all mixed up (which it will 
probably be), tell them that it’s hard to remember a story like that and pass it on. 
It’s not as though they intentionally lied to each other, it’s just that it is hard to 
remember—and to hear. Continue to say that Ananias and Sapphira were not 
simply confused. They lied about their giving, intending to deceive the disciples. 
Maybe when it comes to our giving, there are ways in which we are not fully 
truthful with ourselves, one another, or God. This doesn’t mean that God will 
push the “smite button” and strike us dead for acting dishonestly, but this Bible 
passage does challenge us to examine ourselves closely. It calls us to examine 
ourselves not just in terms of our giving to the church, but also in terms of our 
personal stewardship as well as the stewardship of church. 

Invite all to a time of self-examination, as you close with a prayer such as: God, 
help us to be honest with ourselves, with one another, and with you. Help us not only to 
say that we are good stewards. Help us to be good stewards. Amen.

 Trash Heap 
Part of liturgy: Offering; Sending 
Leader preparation: Think about the things you throw away daily. Are there 
ways that we, as individuals and as a church, could cut back on our waste? Are 
there ways we can reduce the impact of waste on our environment? Read through 
the activity and think of how you might encourage participants to act on these 
things.

In advance invite people to bring something that they want to throw away. It 
should not be a food item or something unsanitary. Gather some extra “throw 
aways” of your own and from your church that could be given to worshipers who 
arrive without an item. Think also of some appropriate music to sing and have 
copies of it for worshipers and an accompanist. 

Supplies: 
 • throw-away items

Make sure that everyone has an item for disposal. Tell the group what you are 
throwing away and why. Invite others to share the same. Then, invite people to 
come forward and place their trash pieces in a visible place, perhaps at the front 
of the sanctuary. This could be done in connection with the offering or just prior 
to being sent into the world. As you invite them, explain that the objects they are 
bringing forward will not be disposed of right away. They will be kept for a time 
as a visible reminder of how much of the western world lives in a “disposable” 
culture. Landfills overflow and waste abounds. There is no easy solution to the 
problem of waste. The “trash heap” can serve as a challenge for us to do some-
thing also about the problem of waste in our world. Perhaps there is something 
that we could do as individuals or as a church to cut back on our waste. Perhaps 
there is something we could do locally to clean up our environments. As people 
prepare to leave worship, challenge them to think of something that the “trash 
heap” in the sanctuary could inspire them to do to make our world a better place.

Close by singing a hymn that seeks to raise consciousness about this, such as “Re-
duce, Reuse, Recycle” by Jack Johnson, or “This Pretty Planet” by Tom Chapin.

After worship, follow up with people about this. Perhaps it could be an agenda 
item at the next meeting of church leadership.
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 Something for Others 
Part of liturgy: Children’s Message; Responding to the Word; Sending 
Leader preparation: Think of reaching beyond your “comfort zone” to help 
someone who is different from you. How does it feel when your boundaries are 
crossed? This activity is designed to motivate participants to reach out in kind 
and concrete ways to make a difference in the lives of others. 

If you have a large group and little time, cut photographs of people out yourself 
beforehand.

Supplies:
 • magazines or newspapers with lots of photographs of all kinds of people
 • tape or “fun-tack” 
 • a large paper banner 
 • copies of the litany 

Distribute magazines and newspapers or precut photos to worshipers. Invite 
them to select a photograph of someone who is clearly different from themselves. 
If you distribute magazines or newspapers rather than precut photos, ask the 
congregants to tear out the photographs as best as they can. Either invite them 
to affix the photographs onto the banner or wall, or invite them to take home the 
pictures and put them on their refrigerators or in another visible place in their 
home. Either way, remind participants that the photographs, either at the church 
or at their homes, are a challenge to reach out to someone like the person in the 
photograph and try to make a positive difference in that person’s life. Challenge 
them also to think of ways that the church could reach out more in this inclusive 
way. 

Close with the following litany:

Leader: God of differences and similarities, you made our world so wonderfully 
diverse and beautiful. Thank you for making us as you have.

People: Help us to reach out beyond our comfort zones to embrace all your chil-
dren, even those who are most different from us.

Leader: As we seek to show your love, remind us that being faithful stewards 
involves gratitude not only for material gifts, but also for the gifts of one another.

People: May we celebrate one another, even as we rejoice in your love for us! 
Amen.

Invite persons to turn to those near or next to them and say, “Thank you for the 
gift you are to me.”

You may also close with a hymn such as “We Are Not Our Own” (tune: Yarnton) 
http://www.tinyurl.com/25z5eyd, “For the Healing of the Nations” (tune: West-
minster Abbey) http://www.tinyurl.com/23rtqhz, or another hymn that weaves 
together stewardship and service.

Following the church 
year

The tithing celebration in Deuterono-
my 14:22–29 shares much in common 
with the harvest festival known as the 
Feast of Weeks, described in Deuter-
onomy 16:9–12. In Christian tradition, 
the Jewish Feast of Weeks is celebrated 
as Pentecost. Similarly, the acts of the 
early church as recorded in the Acts of 
the Apostles bring to mind a new post-
Pentecost church that is in the process 
of growing (with consequent grow-
ing pains!). This is one reason why the 
activities described in this section are 
particularly appropriate for the earlier 
weeks after Pentecost in what is known 
as “Ordinary Time” (though you may 
adapt them for any time of the year). 
God does some pretty extraordinary 
things in “Ordinary Time.” May the 
Spirit lead you in the activities in this 
Exploration! 

Copyright ©2010 The Pilgrim Press. Permission is granted for use by a single congregation for one 
(1) year from the purchase date of the subscription. No part of this download may be reproduced 
or transmitted—beyond the group using these materials—in any form or by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, or by any information storage or retrieval system, without the written permission 
from the publisher.
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Living stewardship

The “Worship, Music, Arts, and Story” resources assist leaders of liturgy in preparing creative group worship experiences 
focusing on living stewardship. Activities in the different categories of this Exploration offer resources and ideas on ways 
for Christians to be more faithful stewards of the gifts with which God blessed creation. In this Exploration, we will con-
sider the context of Christian stewardship as well as our mission as stewards. The biblical passages in Isaiah and Mark 
reflect the challenge that we face in our day to live into stewardship as a way of being in this world.

We live in relationship to God and one another in a world created and sustained by God. The scriptures help us discover 
how God intends us to live as members of a grateful community that moves beyond ritual to serve the needs and celebrate 
the potentials of our neighbors near and far with extravagant grace and generosity.

about this setting

about this Exploration
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BiBLE Focus passagEs:

Isaiah 10–17
Mark 14:3–9  Prayer Poems (Easy preparation) 

Part of liturgy: Engaging the Word; Responding to the Word 
Leader preparation: Read Mark 14:3–9. Think of how you would feel if you were 
in this woman’s position. What if you were in the position of the people who com-
plained about her actions? Or the position of Simon the leper, the host? Think of 
a poem you could write that might reflect your observations and feelings about 
this. You’ll be asking participants to do this as they engage questions of faithful 
stewardship in this passage.

Supplies: 
 • paper and pens or pencils

Read the poem Looking at the Lake:
 

I saw the stillness of the lake
interrupted by raindrops dancing on the water.
Its imperfection was its beauty.
Despite the rain,
the hovering clouds,
it stayed the lake.
And I thought about life and the lake
and how
the blessed life, the good life,
with clouds and rain and dancing
stays deep.

Invite someone to read Mark 14:3–9. Hand out papers and pencils. Invite partici-
pants to imagine that they are at the scene in the Bible, just as the writer of “Look-
ing at the Lake” was observing a rain shower. Mention some different perspec-
tives for viewing the event (the woman, the complainers, Simon the leper). Invite 
them to write a poem (or imaginative reflection or story) about what they see and 
maybe how they feel about it. Give them time for this. Provide background mu-
sic. After they have completed their writing, invite them to share their work with 
the group. Close with a prayer such as:  God, pour out the abundance of your Spirit 
upon us. With all our imperfections, remind us that we remain deeply loved by you. Your 
gift of grace to us overflows in goodness. Thank you. Amen.

 
 Smells of Stewardship 
Part of liturgy: Engaging the Word 
Leader preparation: Scientists say that our sense of smell is powerfully linked to 
memory. Recall some smells that have enriched your life, such as incense, campfire, 
roses, a special person’s cologne. In this activity, you will be using participants’ sense 
of smell to engage the reading in Mark 14:3–9. Be thoughtful of person's allergies when 
you use this activity; some people are highly allergic to some smells. Post a warning.

Supplies:
 • Bible 
 • a variety of fragrant scents, such as perfume, after-shave lotion, herbs, 

scented candles, aromatic foods, soaps, flowers, incense
 • newsprint or white board and markers 

Leader preparation

Where are you? You might locate 
yourself by latitude or longitude. You 
might identify a street address as well 
as a town or a city or state. Maybe you 
could say what country you are in or 
on what continent or hemisphere. Per-
haps you could locate yourself on plan-
et Earth, in the solar system, or the uni-
verse. You could also locate yourself in 
terms of time. Where are you? Where 
you are—your context—makes a big 
difference in how you interpret and 
understand what is going on around 
you. It also affects how you read and 
understand scripture and God’s call on 
your life.

Read Isaiah 1:10–17 and Mark 14:3–9. 
Think about what’s going on around 
you. In the name of justice, what needs 
to be done? How can we testify to the 
generosity and love of Jesus in a world 
in which the loudest claim so often 
seems to be, “Whoever has the most 
toys wins”? Think about these things 
as you prepare to lead participants in 
these activities.

Prayer: God of justice and love, help us to 
see in the story of your church a message 
of hope. Your generosity to us overflows so 
abundantly. Help us to lead others to share 
in gratitude for your blessings. Lead us to 
live as you yearn for us to live. We pray in 
the name of our extravagantly loving sav-
ior, Jesus. Amen.
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Invite worshipers to sit in silence as you and/or some assistants distribute the dif-
ferent scented items. Ask the participants to share the different smells with one 
other. After a few minutes, invite people to tell any stories or thoughts that came 
to mind as they smelled the scents. Write these on the newsprint or white board 
for the group to see. Then have a volunteer read Mark 14:3–9. In light of this story, 
how might any of the items written on the board apply to Jesus? How might these 
stories or thoughts apply to the church? These simple questions combined with 
the different scents will likely generate some lively insights. Close with a prayer 
such as: Thank you, God, for the gifts of sweet smells that remind us of you. Your fra-
grance nourishes our lives. Help us to care for your creation, so that we might be a sweet 
aroma to you. Amen.  

 Moving to Music
Part of liturgy: Opening; Offertory 
Leader preparation: You may want to recruit someone who has some gifts in 
liturgical dance to lead this activity, or you will want to become familiar with the 
hymn yourself and think of movement possibilities for it. As you read the activity 
description, think about how to prepare worshipers so that all can be included. 
In dramatizing this hymn, your aim is to enact gestures of the kind of neighborly 
service that makes “living stewardship” an act of love for followers of Jesus.

Supplies: 
 • hymn “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love ” (tune: Chereponi)
  http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong4

Invite worshipers to spread out as much as possible to allow space for move-
ment. You may want to lead them in some gentle stretching before beginning. 
You or your recruited leader may ask everyone to share in all the movements or 
have some people do movements while others sing. Adapt this activity so that all 
worshipers feel included. Examples of some movements may include an inward 
motion with the arms while singing, “Fill us with your love”; an outward motion 
while singing “Show us how to serve the neighbors we have”; and an upward 
motion while singing “From you.” Other activities that could be dramatized in 
the verses include kneeling (verses 1, 4, and 5), washing feet (verses 1 and 5), be-
ing “near and far away” (verse 2), and loving (verse 3). Motions for all of these and 
more could be done easily to bring this hymn to life. You may want to rehearse 
with the group. Think about how this enactment would be most meaningful in 
your setting. When you are finished, invite people to stretch their arms wide and 
speak the chorus one final time as a prayer. (If you think worshipers will be too 
uncomfortable with this, you might also consider turning this activity over to the 
liturgical dancers among your participants to develop a dance to be accompanied 
by the audience singing.)  

 Write a Sermon (Easy Preparation)  
Part of liturgy: Engaging the Word; Responding to the Word; Sermon 

Leader preparation: A sermon is a traditional, yet challenging and powerful way 
of engaging and responding to the Word. Read Isaiah 1:10–17. How might you craft 
a sermon on stewardship from this text? How might you work with others to “co-
create” a stewardship sermon from this passage? After reading or having someone 

Discerning & Deciding activities
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read Isaiah 1:10–17, you may want to preach on this text or invite someone else who 
would like some practice to preach on this text as a stewardship sermon.

Supplies: 
 • Bible 
 • newsprint or white board and markers

If you decide to preach or are working with someone else, consider the ways of 
beginning the sermon, points of connection that you want to make, appropriate 
stories and transitions, all leading to the point you discern that God is calling 
you to make in your message. Invite the group of worshipers to help you craft a 
sermon. After reading the passage, ask people what they thought the main point 
of the text was. Record their ideas on newsprint or a white board. Work together 
until you can come to a consensus on the point. Then invite people to think about 
some examples or stories that are faithful to the text that could be used to make 
this point. Think together of some transitions that would make sense to connect 
the examples or stories. When it seems to you that the group has done its work, 
pray for the Spirit’s continued guidance with this message. Then, either invite 
someone from the group who is willing to try to preach what’s been written, or 
try to preach it yourself. Typically, a sermon that is done this way will be short, 
but the preparatory work from the group will take plenty of time and energy. The 
sermon itself will serve as a summary of what has already been done.

 Connecting Threads and Mission 
Part of liturgy: Mission Moment; Engaging the Word; Responding to the Word 
Leader preparation: Stewardship is intimately connected with mission. Lift-
ing up our mission is a reminder of why God is calling us to be stewards. Most 
denominational offices have lots of resources on missions and global outreach; 
check with them for help. For instance, the United Church of Christ and Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ), provide resources on mission through Global 
Ministries, their shared global outreach program. Global Ministries recently 
produced a DVD series called “Connecting Threads: Around the World through 
Global Ministries.” Your aim in this activity is to introduce participants to Global 
Ministries through “Connecting Threads.” To learn about Global Ministries, visit 
http://www.globalministries.org. You may request resources online by emailing 
wcm@ucc.org or dom@disciples.org. Become familiar with this information and 
prepare yourself to share details about the program with worshipers. Set up a 
DVD player and TV in the gathering place.

Supplies: 
 • “Connecting Threads DVD, Study Guide, and Supplemental Study 

Packet,” http://www.tinyurl.com/2buwecl
 • copies of the twelve “ideas for action” 

Show part of the final segment (#7) of the “Connecting Threads” DVD. Tell peo-
ple that when they see certain situations around our world, they might ask, “Why 
isn’t our church doing something about this?” Far too often, we don’t realize that 
the church is doing something about this. Global Ministries responds to situa-
tions around the world where “critical presence” is needed. After viewing the 
DVD, invite participants to share  thoughts based on what they just saw and 
heard about what it means to be a missionary. Then, share the twelve “ideas for 
action” that appear on page 19 of the study. You may want to encourage individu-
als or the church as a whole to consider responding to one of those action ideas. 
The child sponsorship program is one particular means of support that some 
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worshipers may be interested in. Invite worshipers to ask questions about the 
program. Respond to them with what you have learned. If you don’t know the 
answer, make a note to find it and get back to them.

Close with a prayer such as: Thank you, God, that we are connected together as a global 
community. Help us to reach out far and wide in a spirit of love and care. May our stew-
ardship of gifts not only make a difference locally but globally, as well. Thank you for not 
only calling us your children, but also for giving us a mission and a purpose in life. Amen.

Time 
Part of liturgy: Responding to the Word; Sending 
Leader preparation: Think about your priorities in life. What is most important 
to you? What is least? Now take a look at your calendar. How do your scheduled 
activities reflect your "stated" priorities in your life? In what ways do they differ? 
These are the kinds of things you will be inviting others to consider as you chal-
lenge them to reflect on being stewards of time. In advance, invite participants to 
bring their calendars.

Supplies: 
 • a watch or clock with a second hand 
 • paper and pens or pencils

As you gather invite the group to be with one another and with God for a minute 
of silent prayer. If you have a watch or clock available, keep track of the time to 
make sure you’ve given the prayer a full minute. Ask participants if that time 
seemed longer or shorter than a minute to them. Very often, the silence will feel 
longer than it is since we are unaccustomed to remaining silent for long in our 
“noisy” world. Some people will feel anxious in the silence. Talk with the group 
a little about these things. Distribute the paper and pens/pencils and invite par-
ticipants to write the priorities or goals that they have for their church. After that, 
invite them to write down priorities and goals that they have for their lives. Ask 
them to consider, from their perspective, the time (along with other resources) 
that the church spends on the priorities they wrote. Is there a discrepancy? Then 
ask them to consider the time that they spend themselves on their priorities. If 
they have their calendars handy, ask them to compare what’s on their calendars 
with the priorities they wrote. How well do they match? Invite feedback from the 
group on this exercise. There may be some interesting discoveries.

Close with a prayer such as: God, sometimes time seems to slip quickly away from us. 
We have priorities for our church, ourselves, and our families; yet so often those priorities 
take a back seat to the apparent demands of the moment. Help us to live our lives together, 
both individually and as a church, in such a way that we are true to what we say we value 
most. Amen.

 Movement Prayer (Easy Preparation) 
Part of liturgy: Children’s Message; Responding to the Word; Sending 

Leader preparation: Movement is a powerful way to embody a message of stew-
ardship. As you read through the activity description, think about how to allow 
participants time and space to experience this prayer as fully as possible. There 
is no hurry. Be aware of people who have limited mobility, and invite them to 

sending & serving activities
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participate to the degree to which they are able. If you have extra time after the 
prayer, feel free to invite people to share what they thought of the experience.

Supplies: None

Lead your group in the following prayer: 

Giving God, (reach arms upward) we remember (point toward head) 
how Jesus sat (bend knees to sitting position) 
in a house (raise arms over head and bring them together, like a triangle) 
and a woman brought ointment (stand up and curl one arm, as if holding something) 
and poured it on his head (make pouring motion with hands). 

Others were angry (fold arms together and scowl) and scolded her (point index finger 
and move arm up and down). 

But Jesus said, “Let her alone! (stretch arm and raise hand in “stopping” motion) 

She has anointed my body (make pouring motion with hands) 
for burial (cross arms in front of chest). 
Wherever the good news is proclaimed (cup hands around mouth) 
in the whole world (make big circles with arms and hands), 
she’ll be remembered (point toward head). 

May we remember (point toward head) 
how she gave (extend arms and hands outward) 
and may we give too (spread extended arms out to side, back and forth), 
because Jesus is in this house (raise arms over head and bring them together, like a 
 triangle) 
sitting and waiting (bend knees to sitting position) 
for us to pour out (stand up and make a pouring motion with hands) 
love and kindness (extend arms and hands outward) 
to our sisters and brothers (spread extended arms out to side, back and forth). 

For when we pour out ourselves (make pouring motion with hands) 
in love (touch hands to heart), 
Jesus makes his home with us (raise arms over head and bring them together, like a 
 triangle) 
and sets us free (extend arms and hands outward). Amen. 

 Take Our Gifts 
Part of liturgy: Close of Worship; Sending 
Leader preparation: You are leading participants in this activity by helping them 
to discern the gifts God has given them. Review the hymn “Take My Gifts and 
Let Me Love You” (tune: Talavera Terrace), http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong5. As 
you prepare, think about your gifts and how you use them for God’s glory.

Procure a copy of a good spiritual gifts inventory. Spiritual gifts inventories are 
widely available in print and online. Most denominational offices have invento-
ries that reflect their beliefs. A particularly fine inventory is available from the 
Education and Evangelism Team of the Division for Congregational Ministries in 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Written by Neal Boese and Patricia 
Haller and titled “Opening Your Spiritual Gifts,” it may be ordered from Augs-
burg Fortress at 1-800-328-4648. Another possibility is a self-scoring interactive 
Web-based version of the inventory at http://www.tinyurl.com/28hqfxm.
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Supplies:
 • hymn “Take My Gifts and Let Me Love You” (tune: Talavera Terrace)
  http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong5 
 • copies of spiritual gifts inventories 

Sing the hymn “Take My Gifts and Let Me Love You” (tune: Talavera Terrace). 
Invite someone with a gift for reading to read the words again slowly and with 
poetic feeling. Then distribute copies of the spiritual gifts inventories. Ask wor-
shipers if they’ve thought about what it means to ask God to “take our gifts.” Do 
we know what our gifts are? How do we discern them, and, once we know what 
they are, how do we give them to God? In recent years, communities of faith 
have looked closely at ways in which their members might discern their gifts 
and discover ways to use them to the glory of God in their lives. The inventory 
that participants have is an example of one way this might be done. The inven-
tories will take too much time to complete during the time frame of this activity. 
Invite worshipers to take the inventories home and work on them (or give them 
the website information and encourage them to do the work online). Either way, 
set a time and place to follow up with worshipers regarding the results of the in-
ventory. The followup session may include time for conversation about what the 
participants thought of the inventory and what, if anything, they learned about 
themselves from it. 

Close with this or a similar prayer: Thank you, God, for giving us so many wonderful 
gifts. Help us to learn what our gifts are, and help us to figure out how to truly give them 
to you. May we do so as we learn how to love and serve one another as a community gifted 
by you. We pray in the name of our Savior, Jesus, who has gifted us beyond our wildest 
imaginings. Amen.

 How to Pay It Forward 
Part of liturgy: Children’s Message; Responding to the Word
Leader preparation: You will want to make sure that the amount of money you 
give out is manageable. As you read about the activity, you may get excited about 
the apparently “wasteful” act of generosity. You will need to prepare in advance 
for the funding entailed in this exercise.

Supplies: 
 • cash 

Invite someone to read Mark 14:3–9 and, then talk with your group about how 
the woman’s love for Jesus may seem wasteful and extravagant, noting that, 
whatever we and others may feel about it, Jesus praises her for it. You are about 
to become an example of such “wasteful” generosity as you distribute money to 
the people. You may be doing this only with youth and/or children, or you may 
do it with all the participants. Don’t be too cheap—no pennies here. As you give 
out the money, ask if any of them has seen the film Pay It Forward (2000: Directed 
by Mimi Leder; with Kevin Spacey, Helen Hunt, and Haley Joel Osment. 
http://www.tinyurl.com/26ekjvu). 

The movie is about receiving a gift from someone without expecting to be paid 
back. Instead, the expectation is to pay it forward. This means giving to someone 
who doesn’t owe you anything and is not expecting to be rewarded in return. 

Challenge the participants in this exercise to use this money to do something 
good in the world. It may involve using it to create more money for a bigger cause, 
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or it may involve simply showing kindness to a stranger or an organization that 
seeks to work for good in the world. The point is that you are giving them a gift 
and asking them to “pay it forward.” Send them forth with this challenge. You 
may want to follow up later with the participants in the exercise and ask them 
what they did and how they felt about it. If this is done with youth or children, 
the congregation may be particularly interested in hearing how they responded. 
If the whole congregation is involved, you may get some very interesting stories 
in a follow-up to this.

Copyright ©2010 The Pilgrim Press. Permission is granted for use by a single congregation for one 
(1) year from the purchase date of the subscription. No part of this download may be reproduced 
or transmitted—beyond the group using these materials—in any form or by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, or by any information storage or retrieval system, without the written permission 
from the publisher.

The texts from Isaiah and Mark lend 
themselves to the seasons of Lent and 
Holy Week. Isaiah’s cry for justice 
echoes Lenten themes of turning away 
from sin and believing in the good 
news. Mark’s version of the anointing 
at Bethany is a reading that is some-
times shared on Passion Sunday as 
part of the Holy Week story. So while 
these activities may be used in Lent, 
they are also appropriate to use in Or-
dinary Time. The need for justice and 
the aroma of gratitude are worth lift-
ing up throughout the church liturgi-
cal year. Feel free to tailor these activi-
ties to any time of year you wish.

Following the church 
year
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Living stewardship

The “Worship, Music, Arts, and Story” resources assist leaders of liturgy in preparing creative group worship experiences 
focusing on living stewardship. Activities in the different categories of this Exploration offer resources and ideas on ways 
for Christians to be more faithful stewards of the gifts with which God blessed creation. In this Exploration, we will con-
sider how God calls us into the future as stewards in a spirit of hope. This hope does not deny the challenges of living as 
faithful stewards but reminds us of God’s good will to save and redeem all creation. Bible passages in 1 Chronicles and 
Revelation will raise this hope to us for our reflection and celebration.

As we move into the future, we do not always have a clear vision of where we are headed. So, too, with the practice of Liv-
ing Stewardship. To go forward, our understanding may be enhanced by considering far-ranging questions such as: What 
kind of persons do we want to be? To what purpose do we want to devote our lives? What are our core values and beliefs? 
We will also benefit by wrestling with more narrowly focused questions of life: What kind of choices and decisions are we 
making every day in our use of the money, time, talents and abilities, the environment, and other resources that have been 
entrusted to our care? What will our relationship to God and to the church be? Living stewardship comes down to you and 
me and the communities we are becoming. Being stewards involves acting in new ways; reflecting on how we’re living our 
lives and the journey we are on; discerning the messages that we’ve received throughout our lives from culture, family, and 
God; experiencing ourselves in community; and deciding our next explorations.

about this setting

about this Exploration
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BiBLE Focus passagEs:

1 Chronicles 29:1–19
Revelation 21:10,

21:22–22:5
 All Saints Activity (Easy Preparation) 
Part of liturgy: Gathering; Children’s Message; Engaging the Word 
Leader preparation: Many churches observe the first Sunday in November as All 
Saints’ Sunday. This would be an appropriate time to use this activity. Remem-
bering and celebrating stewards who have passed on can be a powerful means to 
inspire us to live as faithful stewards today. Think of people in your life who have 
passed on recently. How about those from your worship community? How may 
we honor them today through our stewardship? You will be challenging others 
to think about this.

Supplies:
 • a bell or chime
 • Bible
 • candle 
 • list of the names of people from your church who have died during the 

past year

As worshipers gather, invite them to a time of silence, remembering those from 
the church who have died over the past year. As each name is read, sound a 
chime. After the names of church members are read, invite participants to call 
out the names of other people who died over the past year who were close to 
them. After each of these names is called, sound another chime. After a moment 
of silence, invite someone to share the words of comfort and hope found in Reve-
lation 21:10, 21:22–22:5. Then invite people to reflect on the "saints" who have died 
and the legacies of faithful stewardship they have left to us. Give participants the 
opportunity to share anything about a steward who has passed. After this, light 
the candle. Tell participants that you are now lighting this candle in honor of the 
living saints who are around us. 

Say a prayer such as: Thank you, God, for the saints in our lives who have gone before us. 
May their examples of faithful stewardship inspire us to live as good stewards of your gifts to 
us. May we be inspired by their witness to live as the saints you call us to be. Amen.

 The River of the Water of Life: Special Gifts 
Part of liturgy: Mission Moment; Responding to the Word; Sending 
Leader preparation: This activity focuses on one of the annual special offerings 
that is gathered in many denominations, the One Great Hour of Sharing (also 
known as the Week of Compassion) with the intent of connecting mission and 
stewardship with helping to meet such basic needs of people as clean drinking 
water. Most denominations have special fund drives for the church to support 
missions and missionary efforts. Check with your denominational offices or their 
website for such information.

Supplies:
 • Bibles 
 • cups of cool water 
 • materials for One Great Hour of Sharing or other special mission fund offering 
  http://www.ucc.org/ocwm
 • copies of the closing litany 

Leader preparation

Endings and new beginnings go hand 
in hand in life. In terms of steward-
ship, changes we make in the direction 
of become more faithful stewards often 
come with a price. There is often a loss 
(and grief, as a result) when old habits 
and ways come to an end. If we discov-
er, however, that the new is better than 
the old, we may wonder how we made 
it with the old ways for so long. As you 
read 1 Chronicles 29:1–19 and Revela-
tion 21:10, 21:22–22:5, consider the ways 
in which the new beginnings described 
in these passages evoke in you a sense 
of hope. Living stewardship presents 
both challenges and opportunities; as 
you prepare to lead others in worship-
ful experiences regarding “Future and 
Vision,” you will want to think and 
pray about where God is leading you 
as a steward.

Prayer: Faithful God, help us to trust you. 
In the face of the challenges before us, may 
we look to you for hope. Guide us into your 
future, even as we seek to lead others to 
serve you as stewards. Change us so that 
our vision for our world may be faithful 
to your vision for our world. May it be so. 
Amen.
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Invite participants to take turns reading Revelation 21:10, 21:22–22:5 a verse at 
a time. Then distribute cups of water to and invite all to drink the water. Ask 
them how they enjoyed taking a drink of cool, clear water. Sadly, many people 
around the world do not have sufficient clean water for drinking. For them, the 
river of the water of life is a dream that seems all too far away. But the church 
is doing something about this. Gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing help people 
throughout the world gain access to clean water. Share all the information you 
have gathered about this special offering.

Close with the following litany:

One: Thank you, God, for the gift of clean water. When we hear in the book of 
Revelation about how the river of the water of life flows through the New Jerusa-
lem, it fills our hearts with hope.

Right Side: Help us to show our gratitude for the gift of water by working for a 
world in which all your children have clean water to drink.

Left Side: Through this and  other special offerings of our church, we ask that 
you would help us to make your vision of the water of life as real as can be in our 
world.

All: As stewards, you give us hope. You give us a vision and a mission. Help us 
to live this out faithfully. Amen.

 A Home in the Baobab Tree 
Part of liturgy: Engaging or Responding to the Word; Children’s Message 
Leader preparation: What do you think of when you think of home? For some, 
home can be a difficult place, while for others it is a place of comfort and secu-
rity. We may think of the church as a spiritual home for us and desire that it will 
have the good qualities we imagine as a home at its best. How can the church be 
a good home for us? Think about this as you invite others to consider the baobab 
tree as a haven for many creatures.

Supplies: 
 • poster: “Baobab, Okavango Delta, Botswana” by Pete Oxford
  http://www.tinyurl.com/AllPosters5

Show the poster “Baobab, Okavango Delta, Botswana” by Pete Oxford. Make 
sure everyone has a good chance to examine it. Explain that the baobab tree in 
southern Africa is a home to many living creatures that depend upon it for their 
lives. Some of these creatures include bats, birds, monkeys, frogs, snakes, lizards, 
and rodents. Other domestic and wild animals (like antelopes and elephants) 
also look to the tree for nourishment and shelter.

Invite your group to gather together in a large space and spend a few minutes 
pretending to be a giant baobab tree. Participants may want to link together by 
holding on to one another in some way. Some could be roots linked to the earth 
at one point; others could be a big trunk; and still others wavy branches on the 
ends. Perhaps they could imagine what it would be like if a strong wind were to 
blow through the tree. Maybe a few brave souls would want to be some of the 
creatures that inhabit the tree. After the group has been the tree for a little bit, 
read from 1 Chronicles 29:2a, “So I have provided for the house of my God.” Just 
as David provided for the house of God, we, too, are called to provide for our 
household of faith. Just as many creatures depend on the care and nourishment 
of baobab trees for their lives, so we too depend on one another in the church to 
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care, nourish, and build up one another. Invite worshipers to think about what 
we can do into the future to provide the church the care it needs to be a haven for 
many in the community and in the world.

Close with a prayer such as: God, thank you for making us like a baobab tree. You have 
made us strong and united us together. Help us to live so that we may be a haven of hope 
to people and creatures in this community and in the world. Amen.

 Feeling Leaves (Easy Preparation) 
Part of liturgy: Engaging the Word 

Leader preparation: Have you ever thought of a leaf as an instrument of healing? 
You will be inviting worshipers in this activity to engage their sense of touch so as 
to heighten their awareness of their connection to the earth, to one another, and to 
God. In the northern hemisphere, as the liturgical season of Ordinary Time comes 
to a close, there are often many leaves accessible upon the ground. In the southern 
hemisphere, leaves may be starting to bloom on the trees. Try to have at least one 
leaf per worshiper. If leaves are not available, make some from construction paper.

Supplies: 
 • lots of leaves

Distribute leaves to participants as a volunteer reads Revelation 21:10, 21:22–22:5. 
Read again slowly Revelation 22:2b: “On either side of the river is the tree of life 
with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of 
the tree are for the healing of the nations.” Then, invite participants to close their 
eyes and feel the leaves in their hands. Invite them to notice the patterns. Some-
times leaves take on the shapes of the trees from which they came. Invite people 
to call out one-word descriptions of something they notice about their leaves. 
Invite them to share their leaves by passing them on to someone close to them. 
Then ask them to close their eyes again and feel the new leaves. Invite them to 
imagine what it would be like if the leaves were agents of healing. Since the tree 
of life grows on both sides of the river, so, too, people all around have the op-
portunity not only to receive the leaves but to share them with others. Ask all to 
consider what our world would look like if we could find leaves of healing that 
we could share with everyone. Listen for any responses to this. 

Close with a litany in which the response of the people is “Hear our prayer.”

Leader: God, thank you for the gift of your earth, for trees rooted deeply in the 
ground, and for leaves that spring forth in color and beauty. God of all creation,
(Response)

Leader: Thank you for the hope that you give us through the Bible that you will de-
liver us from the miseries of this life and lead us to a place of healing and restoration.  
God of all creation,
(Response)

Leader: We pray that your promise will inspire us to work in the here and now 
for a world in which healing is not just a dream but a reality for all. We pray for 
health care for all your people, so that the meaning of the leaves of the tree of life 
is not just a dream, but a reality that comes to life among us. God of all creation,
(Response)

Discerning & Deciding activities
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Leader: God of all creation, thank you for nourishing us with your life-giving 
Spirit. Continue to sustain us and empower us, so that we might live as the stew-
ards of your creation that you call us to be. Hear our prayer, creative and creating 
God. Amen.

 Dedication Ceremony 
Part of liturgy: This may be done in a variety of places during worship. 
Leader preparation: You will be inviting the group to think about the tangible 
gifts of God and the ways we can nurture these through a service of dedication. 
This service may be used to dedicate many things. It may be used for the dedi-
cation of a tree. You may use it to dedicate an animal that the church sponsors 
through an organization such as “Heifer International.” (If you do this, a draw-
ing, photograph, or a mural of the animal would be helpful.) It may be used to 
celebrate the dedication of a house constructed through an organization such as 
Habitat for Humanity. (A small model of the house or a replica might be used to 
remind people of it if traveling to the actual location of the house is unrealistic.) 
You may use this to dedicate a special gift that is given for your church sanctu-
ary. Feel free to be creative and use your imagination with this.

Supplies: 
 • objects (or facsimiles of them) to be dedicated 
 • Bible

Gather the group around the object (or the facsimile) as best as you are able. Read 
or invite someone to read 1 Chronicles 29:1–19. Say a few words informally about 
what you are dedicating and for what purpose. Invite anyone who wishes to 
share anything about the gift to do so. 

Then, lead, or ask someone to lead, a dedication litany. If you use this litany, the 
response of the people is “Hear our prayer.”

One: Thank you, God, for this gift that is being offered and dedicated this day. 
(Name it here.) We pray that it may be used for the well-being of many. God of 
grace., 
(Response)

One: May this gift that we celebrate today remind us of your unfailing grace and 
love toward us. May it remind us of the comfort and hope that you give to all of 
us by bringing healing and joy to others. God of compassion, 
(Response)

One: As David prayed long ago that the temple would be a source of blessing to 
people, we pray that this gift we dedicate to your glory will remind and inspire 
us to live as faithful stewards of your creation. God of blessing, 
(Response)

One: Hear our prayer, holy and merciful God. May this prayer, this gift, and all 
the gifts we offer be pleasing to you. Amen.

Close with a hymn of thanksgiving, such as “Come, O Thankful People, Come” 
(tune: St. George’s Windsor).
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 Mission Statement Brainstorming  
Part of liturgy: Responding to the Word; Sending 
Leader preparation: When thinking about the future, explore the close connec-
tions that link stewardship with a sense of our church’s mission.  What is your 
church’s mission? How does it live this mission out in ministry? These are things 
you will be inviting worshipers to reflect and act on in this activity. If your church 
has a mission statement, make sure all have copies so that the questions can focus 
on the question, “Is this still who we are?” If you do not have a mission statement, 
this can be the early steps in the direction of developing one.

Supplies:
 • newsprint or white board and markers

Does your church have a mission statement? If so, perhaps it is worth revisiting. It is 
certainly worth reminding everyone of. Many mission statements are too long. The 
shorter and more concise you can make it, the easier it is to remember—and use. 
This is an exercise in thinking about the church’s mission as clearly as possible. Open 
with a prayer asking God for wisdom to discern what God would have us be and do 
in this world. Share with worshipers that our stewardship is intimately linked with 
our mission as Christians. Invite participants to gather in small groups and wrestle 
with the question: “What is our church’s mission?” Ask them to think about this in 
terms of how your church lives out its ministry practically in the world. After their 
small group discussion, invite them to regather and share their conversation with 
the whole group.  As you record their ideas the newsprint or whiteboard, ask them 
to return to their small groups and reflect not only on what they shared, but on what 
others shared. Then bring them back to the larger group to share their new insights. 
Repeat this process as long as time allows. Aim for consensus. If you do not arrive at 
consensus in the time you have to do this activity, consider whether this is important 
enough to continue or spread out over a period of times. Say a prayer asking God to 
help the group either to continue to discern what to say about its mission or to help 
the group faithfully live out the mission statement upon which they have agreed. 
Close with a brief song of praise, such as the Gloria or Doxology. 

 A Stroll Down Memory Lane (Easy Preparation) 
Part of liturgy: Responding to the Word

Leader preparation: In addition to being communities of faith, churches are also 
communities of memory. Examine things in your worship setting that are gifts 
from days past. You will be inviting participants to consider these as you chal-
lenge them to look to the future in your setting for ministry. In addition to dis-
covering objects in your church given in previous years, become familiar with 
planned giving resources that may be available locally for your denomination. 
Check with your denominational offices or the web site for what is available.

Supplies:
 • denominational resources on planning giving (optional)

Take worshipers on a tour of the building, looking for things from earlier years. 
Perhaps your sanctuary itself is old. Maybe it contains objects dedicated in previ-
ous generations (such as dedicated stained glass windows, memorial dedications 
in hymnals, pew dedications, other memorial gifts). Maybe a cemetery is nearby. 

sending & serving activities
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Think of a variety of different ways in which people in earlier generations provided 
for the ministry of the gospel. This can be a powerful and empowering journey; it 
is also a wonderful opportunity for intergenerational conversation and storytelling. 
The point of this activity is to help people think about their own legacy. After you’ve 
conducted the tour, invite participants to think about how we today can work for a 
place in which the church’s ministry may be nurtured and shared in years to come. 

There are many ways to follow up on this; consider this one: think about intro-
ducing your church to the idea of planned giving and estate planning. Consider 
including planned giving resources from your denomination. Feel free to contact 
them for materials. 

After the tour, close with a prayer such as: Thank you, God, for the ways that people in 
earlier generations shared generously so that the ministry of this congregation might be a 
blessing. We thank you that it continues to be a blessing today. May we work so that future 
generations might also come to know the blessings of your good news for our world. Amen.

 Thoughts Along the Path 
Part of liturgy: Responding to the Word; Sending 
Leader preparation: Have you ever gone on a journey and neared its end? What 
did it feel like to you? What new beginning might have emerged as you closed in 
on your destination?

Supplies:
 • copy of the poem The Path

Invite worshipers, insofar as they are able, to form a line so that they are lined up 
one behind another. Be alert to the needs of those whose mobility is limited. The 
line should not be straight. It may squiggle or circle, however participants desire. 
Once they have lined up this way, invite someone to read the poem The Path:

The path was leading forward as far as I could see until I saw it fading far 
away from me.

I wondered for a moment about where it might go along the snaky riv-
er shedding off the snow

and then amid the coldness I turned away my face from where the path 
was heading toward my standing place.

And at that spot I realized as I stepped off the path that forward leads you 
nearer to the aftermath.

Invite participants to stay with the poem for a moment in silence. Then invite people 
to turn around and face the other way. Ask someone else to read the poem again. 
Again, allow for a time of silence. Then have them face toward the front of the path 
one more time. Explain to the group that you have journeyed together along a path 
of being stewards and living stewardship. How does it feel to have journeyed on this 
path together? What new beginnings might emerge as you think about being stew-
ards and living stewardship together in the future. Allow time for people to respond. 
Then, ask them to step “off the path” back to a place of comfort for the group. 

Close with a prayer such as: Thank you, God, for the experience of being on the path of 
living stewardship together. As we draw near to the close of these explorations, help us to 
see that you call us to a lifetime of adventures and explorations. You lead us down many 
paths of opportunities and possibilities. As we look ahead to the future, we pray that you 
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would go with us down the path of life, wherever it may lead. As we move into faithful 
patterns of being stewards, may our journey ever bring us back to you. Amen.

 Benediction for One Another 
Part of liturgy: Sending 
Leader preparation: At the end of a service, it is fitting that the final Scripture 
reading comes from the final chapters of Bible. These words speak of hope as we 
look to a future filled with possibilities. The focus of this activity is to help us 
think of how we bless one another as we send one another forth into the world.

Supplies:
 • copies of the closing litany 

Invite participants to line up face to face as they share in the following litany:

One: We have gathered as people seeking to be better stewards.

Right Side: We have gathered as people hoping to live as faithful stewards.

Left Side: We have gathered as people seeking hope for the future.

All: Thank you, God, for gathering us together.

One: We have worshiped you in this place and have given you glory.

Left Side: We have worshiped you and have offered you thanks for your creation.

Right Side: We have worshiped you and have sought to trust your vision for our 
world.

All: Thank you, God, for the gift of worship.

One: Now, we prepare to be sent in the world by your love.

Right Side: Help us to go forth to love and care for your creation.

Left Side: Show us how to go forth in faithfulness to you.

All: Thank you, God, for sending us out as stewards of your good gifts. Amen. 

Sing a parting hymn such as “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” (tune: Sicil-
ian Mariners); “Savior, Again to Your Dear Name” (tune: Ellers); or “God Be with 
You” (tune: God Be with You). If you do not have musical accompaniment, invite 
the group to share in the words of the hymn together. Then close with the follow-
ing benediction: 

Leader: Now go forth, and live as stewards who trust in God’s promises and care 
for God’s creation. People: Amen. 

Leader: Go in peace. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Life is full of endings and beginnings. 
The beginning of temple worship in 
1 Chronicles marks the end of what 
was a more nomadic worship practice 
for the people of Israel. The beginning 
of the New Jerusalem as described in 
Revelation signifies the end of the suf-
fering that the church endures under 
the oppressive powers of empire. As 
the liturgical year draws to a close, 
we may become reflective not only on 
where we have been, but also on where 
we are going. The latter part of Ordi-
nary Time, then, is a good opportunity 
to engage these texts and do these ac-
tivities. As with all the explorations, 
however, feel free to adapt the activi-
ties for whatever season you desire.

Copyright ©2010 The Pilgrim Press. Permission is granted for use by a single congregation for one 
(1) year from the purchase date of the subscription. No part of this download may be reproduced 
or transmitted—beyond the group using these materials—in any form or by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, or by any information storage or retrieval system, without the written permission 
from the publisher.
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Intergenerational experiences are rare in our North American society, although they used to be more common and still are 
the norm in many parts of the world. Faith communities are one of the few places where people can experience being part 
of a “village” where children can experience nurture and care from adults who are neither their parents nor paid profes-
sionals; where adults and youth can be part of the “whole village” that it takes to raise a child; and where all ages can learn 
and grow together. An intergenerational event offers an opportunity to focus on this unique dimension of being church, by 
intentionally bringing together all ages. There is no one right way to create a positive intergenerational experience, but care-
ful preparation is key (so that younger participants do not have a lot of “empty” or unfocused time). It is also important to 
encourage interaction across age groups and to invite a spirit of mutual playfulness and creativity so that older participants 
do not participate only as helpers or observers.  This setting offers an “intergenerational event”—a workshop style experi-
ence for all ages, including children, youth, and adults. Activities are designed so that all ages can participate and take 
something meaningful from the experience (although what a teen or five-year-old or adult will take from the experience 
may be very different). Because of this wide age span, participants will engage in learning activities in a variety of ways and 
at many different levels. Group members will learn from one another and assist, challenge, or inspire one another. Children 
may become “teachers” for youth or adults, helping them to participate more playfully or spontaneously. Adults and youth 
may share experiences or ideas that may stretch and enlarge the worldview of younger participants, and children will also 
have important ideas and experiences to share. It will be important for leaders to be open to the variety of gifts, spirituality, 
wisdom, and experiences present in the group. The activities in this component are written as if there were a single leader. 
Ideally, however, you will have youth and other adults sharing in the leadership of the intergenerational event.

about this Setting
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As a way of life, expressed in gratitude, living stewardship is a practice that involves all that it means to live as faithful 
followers of Jesus Christ. It grows out of a deep caring for and joy in who we are as God’s created people and the natural 
world in which we live. Living stewardship is about how we live our lives and how our lives express our values. It affects 
all of our decisions, especially the ones we make about the natural and human resources entrusted to us for care. Living 
stewardship is shalom: living in harmony with others and the world. It is about our relationships, liberation, grace, justice, 
peace, and mutuality as well as our material possessions. As faithful stewards, we are joined by our common gift of life and 
the reality of finite resources. We recognize that each of us is a mixture of neediness and fullness and so have responsibility 
to care for each other as we honor the holy in creation and ourselves. As faithful disciples, we are called to live as generous 
creatures created by a generous God who mutually shares responsibility with us for all creation. Stewardship involves all 
people because all are connected in mutually covenanted stewardship within God’s original intent for creation. 

These activities may be used to build an intergenerational event for the commencement or conclusion of your series on 
“Living Stewardship” (up to 3 hours). Or the activities may be used independently (15–20 minutes each), interwoven with 
age-specific activities throughout the series. An intergenerational event might be used during a time of year that is already 
set aside as special, such as Advent, Kwanzaa, Lent, Vacation Bible School, or forty days of prayer for children. 

Familiarize yourself with all twelve activities, Consider the age of participants and the time available for this event, and 
choose a group of activities that will meet your needs.  For an event lasting 1–2 hours, choose three or four activities from 
the list of twelve. There are enough activities for three or four events! Or choose a single activity (15–30 minutes) to use as 
the activity at a community meal or other gathering. Wearing name tags is a good idea, as often older and younger mem-
bers of a church do not know one another’s names. 

Each activity ends with a prayer appropriate for the end of the session.  Gather as a church family to grow together and 
have fun! 

As you prepare to lead this intergenerational experience, read Genesis 1:26–31 and consider how you have heard this pas-
sage before. What stands out as you read it now? You will be gathering with a group of all ages, each entrusted by God with 
the care of creation, each equipped for the task with particular skills, resources, passion, and energy, and each made in the 
image of God the Creator. What are your hopes for this event? What gifts, commitment, or resources do you bring to your 
role as leader? How does the knowledge that you are made in God’s image empower you for this ministry of leadership?  

Prayer:  Creator God  may your Spirit blow through us as it did at the birth of creation. Keep us attuned to your presence and alert to 
your wisdom. Help us to honor one another as bearers of your holy imprint.  Inspire us as we seek to share the gifts you have entrusted 
to our care. Amen.  

Whether we are new to a particular faith practice or an old hand with much experience, all of us benefit from new oppor-
tunities to explore the shape of the faith practice and to engage the issues of faith that the practice offers. Sometimes this 
is a matter of learning new ideas about the practice. Sometimes this is more about reflecting on what we have done in our 
practice. The activities in the Exploring and Engaging sphere help us figure out how a faith practice intersects with our life 
and the life of the community of faith.  

Intergenerational leader Preparation

exploring & engaging activities

Intergenerational options

about this Faith Practice
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 Make a Stewardship “Connection” (Discerning and De-
ciding)  
Leader preparation: Imagine the kinds of gifts participants might mention and 
consider how they might interconnect. Reflect on what gifts you offer for care of 
the earth. 

Supplies:
 • a large ball of yarn (choose a medium weight—something that you can 

break if you pull hard your hands but doesn't snap easily)
 • a teaspoon
 • scissors 

Tie the end of the yarn securely to a spoon handle. Invite everyone to stand in a 
circle. Explain that each person must thread the spoon and yarn through them-
selves in some way (through a sweater sleeve, through a shoe lace or belt loop, 
under a bracelet or watch band, but NOT AROUND THE NECK). As each person 
receives the spoon, each should share one or two ways in which they help to 
care for the gifts and resources that God has entrusted to us by giving money, 
time, or talents. Start by looping the spoon with the yarn through some part 
of your clothing. State a way you offer gifts of time, money, or talent. Pass the 
spoon with the yarn to the next person in the circle. That person loops the yarn 
through something, states a way they share, and passes the spoon on to the next 
person around the circle. Continue until the yarn and spoon have gone all the 
way around the circle and everyone is connected. Note: All the people who have 
received and threaded the yarn through themselves will need to pay attention 
and continue to help pass out the yarn around the circle. 

When the yarn and spoon have traveled all the way around, ask the group to 
leave the learning area and reenter, without breaking connection. This will be 
challenging and requires the group to cooperate. When you are safely back in 
the learning area, use scissors to disconnect yourselves from the yarn. Gather in 
a circle to reflect on the experience. Invite the group to recall the different gifts 
people in the group can offer one another and our world. Even though we are 
not connected as we were with the yarn, we are still connected in other ways as 

exploration: Discovery

BIBle FocuS PaSSageS:

Genesis 1:26–31
1 Timothy 6:6–10, 17–19

Practicing our faith always involves discernment: naming the realities of our community and world and seeking the will of 
God for our lives and for the world. We then decide how we will act, what we will do, what values move us forward, what 
faith has called us to do. The activities in this sphere give us opportunity to practice by discerning and deciding.  

Practicing our faith involves serving others and being sent out as empowered disciples of Jesus Christ. We need time in 
our exploration to plan how we will serve. We need moments that send us forth blessed by the community from which we 
venture out. The activities in this sphere offer opportunities to practice our faith through sending and serving.

Discerning & Deciding activities

Sending & Serving activities
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we care for one another and our world. Invite the group to suggest some of these 
connections. Ask: How does what someone does in one way connect with what 
someone else is offering? (Suggest particular examples, based on what the group 
has shared. For example, someone might give money to help an organization 
working with the poor, while another might help protect the environment by 
recycling, but both are working to care for God's creation).

 Washing Machine: A Drama Game (Easy Preparation)
(Discerning and Deciding)  

Leader preparation: Prepare a movement to illustrate the "washing machine" 
(see below).

Supplies:
 • Bible (preferably a children's Bible) 

This is a fun cooperative game. Enjoy yourselves! Ask participants to form 
groups of three or four. Ask each small group to find a way to act out the object 
or situation that you ask them to depict by a single repetitive motion. Begin with 
an easy example, such as a washing machine. One person (or two) could be the 
tub, and the other one (or two) could be the agitator (the big part in the middle of 
the tub that moves back and forth to wash the clothes). The tub might rock back 
and forth repetitively while the agitator does a back and forth flailing motion. If 
you have more people, someone could be the clothes in the machine. Encourage 
groups to use their whole bodies. Invite groups to be creative, but stress that they 
must make a continuous repetitive motion, like a machine, rather than a series 
of actions.  

Next, ask groups to add a single sound, repeated over and over, to go with their 
movement, for example "chug, chug" or "swish, swish" for a washing machine. 
First have every small group be a washing machine. Then ask them to be some-
thing else: perhaps a pair of scissors cutting paper, an axe cutting a tree. Remind 
participants to keep the motions simple and repetitive and to add only a single 
repeated sound. Then, suggest something more complex such as a train.  Gather 
in a circle. Read aloud Genesis 1:26 or share a paraphrase such as the following: 
God said, let us make human beings in our image, just like me. Let them care 
for the fish of the sea and the birds of the air. Let them tend the cattle. Let them 
protect the wild animals and the snakes and insects. Let them care for all the 
creatures that I have made.  

Have participants think of ways that we care for the creatures of the planet. Re-
turn to the small groups and have each group create a movement and sound that 
depicts one way people can care for the creatures of the earth. Give each group 
an opportunity to present their sound/movement creation.  

 Tell a Creation Story (Exploring and Engaging)  
Leader preparation: Read the following paraphrase of Genesis 1:26–31 or write 
one of your own, and prepare to tell it to the group. Do an Internet search for a 
creation story from another culture or context. For example, see Australian dream-
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time creation stories at http://tinyurl.com/2fo95s7 or Native American creation 
stories at http://www.tinyurl.com/25rjj8a.
 
Supplies:
 • poster: Orion Nebula by Stocktrek Images
  http://www.tinyurl.com/AllPosters6  

Put up the “Orion Nebula” poster and ask the group to gather around to look at 
it. Use the following information to tell the group about the Orion Nebula. Nebu-
lae are enormous clouds of dust and gas far away in outer space. Over millions of 
years, gravity pulls the gas, dust, and other materials together to form larger and 
larger clumps which eventually become big enough to form stars and planets. 
The Orion Nebula is 100,000,000,000,000,000 kilometers away from Earth (on the 
scale of the universe, that’s fairly close). It is the closest place to Earth where stars 
are being made. But because the Orion Nebula is so far away, it takes light a long 
time to get from there to here. So when we look at the Orion Nebula we’re looking 
at what happened almost 1500 years ago.  

Explain that in the Bible there is a story about creation. It is a story that was writ-
ten down long before people knew anything about the Orion Nebula. Tell the 
story using the following paraphrase:

God created people to be like God. God blessed them and said to them, 
“You will have children and grandchildren and great-great-great grand-
children. Soon, people will live everywhere on earth. Take care of all the 
fish of the sea and the birds of the air and the creatures that live on the 
ground. I have given you plants to eat and berries to pick and trees with 
fruits and nuts. And all the creatures will have plants and berries and 
grasses to eat as well.” So, that’s what happened. God saw everything that 
was made and it was very good. And there was evening and there was 
morning on the sixth day.  

Ask questions to promote conversation about this story: What do you like about 
this story? What does it make you think about?  Tell another creation story from a 
different culture or context. Then invite the participants to work in small groups 
to make up a story of their own about creation. It might begin like this: “Long, 
long ago, when the universe was very new . . .” Encourage each small group to 
practice their story so that they can tell it to the whole group.

 Reflect on an Image of Tenderness (Exploring and 
Engaging)  (Easy Preparation) 

Leader Preparation: Spend a few minutes in silence with the poster “Planting” 
and consider how this image speaks to you today. 

Supplies:
 • poster: Planting by Rex Goreleigh, http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources  

Put up the poster “Planting” and invite participants to gather around to 
take a look. Ask people to share what they notice in this picture. Ask people 
to form groups of three to talk about it. Suggest a question such as one of the 
following for them to talk about: How does this picture feel to you? Does 
this picture remind you of anything? If so, what does it make you think 
of?  Gather back in the whole group. Invite the group to imagine this as a pic-
ture about God’s care for the world. Pause for a moment. Then say: Imagine 
that you are the plant and God’s hands are caring for you. How do you feel?   
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Gather in a circle, standing if possible. Ask participants to cup their hands the 
way the hands are cupped in the poster. Say, “Pretend I am going to ‘pretend’ 
to pass something very special around the circle something that we must care 
for. Each person must take it in their hands, very carefully, and pass it on to the 
next person.” Do not say what it is, but pass something light such as a soft, fluffy 
feather around the circle. Ask people to say what they imagined they were pass-
ing. Next, pass something heavy but very fragile, such as a beautiful glass ball. 
Again, ask people to say what they imagined they were passing. Invite other par-
ticipants to choose something special to pass around the circle. Close by passing 
an imaginary butterfly, have it alight on one finger then carefully transfer it to 
your cupped palms. When the creature returns around the circle to you, let the 
butterfly go (release it with your hands) at the end. 

Say a short prayer such as the following: Thank you God, for all the special and beau-
tiful things in our world. Help us to hold them in our care as you do. Amen.  

 Sing a Song and Respond with Watercolors (Exploring and 
Engaging) 
Leader preparation: Experiment with watercolor paints. If you have not used 
watercolors before, ask someone to show you some basic watercolor techniques 
or invite a painter from your church to do this activity with the group. Arrange 
for an accompanist or someone to teach the group the hymn.
 
Supplies:
 • watercolor paints
 • brushes
 • cups of water
 • flat dishes or plates to use as palettes
 • masking tape
 • damp towels 
 • hymnbooks with the hymn “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” (tune: 

Chereponi), http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong4 

Teach the hymn “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love.” Invite conversation about 
the lyrics of the song. What might it be like to be filled up with Jesus’ love? What 
would it be like to spend time with someone who was filled with love? How do 
we show the love of Jesus in our world?  Encourage participants to create art that 
responds to this song in some way. Show them how to tape the paper to the work 
surface by putting strips of masking tape all around the edge. Wet the paper 
using water and brush (so that the surface of the paper is damp but not soaking 
wet ). Create a “wash” using a very wet brush and a very small amount of paint. 
Paint the color over the paper to produce a very pale background color. Then 
choose a second color of paint and place a small dot of paint on the wash (while 
it is still wet). The paint will bleed out in a star-like pattern. Repeat with different 
colors but do not overwork the art (if too many colors are used it will end up as 
an overall brown or gray). Leave paintings taped in place until they dry so that 
the paper doesn’t curl.

exploration: Discipleship
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If participants wish to share their art, after the finished paintings are hanging 
up, take a tour of the pieces that have been created. Sing “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with 
Your Love” again.

 Self-Portraits of Gifted People (Deciding and Dis-
cerning, Sending and Serving)  (Easy Preparation)

Leader preparation: Take a moment to reflect on what it means to see yourself as 
“made in God’s image.”

Supplies:
 • washable markers
 • charcoal or drawing pencils
 • paper (large sheets if possible)
 • masking tape 

Set out paper and markers, charcoal, or drawing pencils. Ask each person to make 
a self portrait using the art supplies that you have provided. Have everyone sign 
their self portrait. Remind the group that as creatures who are "made in God's im-
age," who we are reflects the creativity and giftedness of the Holy One. Encourage 
participants to be creative—this portrait can be an abstract or impressionist piece, 
or they can use words and colors rather than an exact line drawing of themselves. 
The key is for people to try to convey a sense of who they are, their individual 
"style" or personality, and so on. When the self portraits are complete, post them 
in the learning area with masking tape. Tape another piece of paper beside each 
self-portrait. Have an "artist’s tour" of each portrait. Stop at each person's self por-
trait and take a moment to share appreciations of the piece (things the other par-
ticipants like, appreciate, notice, things the self-portrait reminds them of, and so 
forth.) Encourage positive responses. Then, ask the group to think of some of the 
gifts this person has to share with the world, things that help them to celebrate, 
share, and care for the gifts that life offers. For example: Sammy's jokes help people 
feel good; Ying helps the younger kids with crafts; Miguel is generous and shares 
his allowance. Encourage specific, positive comments. Have participants write 
their comments on the paper beside the self portrait or have people say out loud 
the gifts they see in each person while a leader records them.

Take a Tour of Your Church (Exploring and Engaging) 
Leader preparation: Gather information about the history of your congregation 
and the history of your denomination (date founded, major events over the years, 
mission involvements over the years and currently, pastors). Plan a tour through 
the building or arrange for someone to act as a "tour guide" for the group. 

Supplies: None  

Tell the story of Acts 4:32–36, as follows: 

The believers gathered to talk about Jesus. They gave thanks for all that he 
had taught people of love, of God, and of the way to live. If someone had 
never heard of Jesus, they told him or her stories. Some of their favorite 
stories were . . . [invite the children to suggest stories about Jesus]. Some 

exploration: christian tradition
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of the believers were rich; they owned houses and land. Others were very 
poor. The believers who had lots of property sold it and shared the money 
with the poor. Then, everyone had enough and no one had too much. A 
man sold a field that he owned. He came and laid the money at the feet of 
the apostles. His name was Joseph but everyone called him Barnabas—a 
name that means “son of encouragement.”  

Talk about what the earliest Christians did (told others about Jesus, cared for people 
who were poor and sick, worshiped and prayed together). Ask: What kinds of things 
do we do as a church family? Invite older members of the group to share memories 
of the way your church has helped to care for others and the world over the years.

Take the tour of your church building. Have fun. Pretend you are tourists visit-
ing a historic site. As you visit the different spaces, talk about what goes on there. 
Ask participants, both old and young, to share special memories they have of 
something happening in that part of the building. Ask: What does our church 
family do to care for one another and our world?  

 Share a Meal (Sending and Serving) 
Leader preparation: Invite others to help you with the meal (and with leadership 
in this event); this is not something you should do single-handedly. 

Supplies:
 • ingredients for a simple meal (something that does not require a lot of 

time to cook, such soup made ahead of time, or make-your-own sand-
wiches)

 • supplies to decorate the tables 

Recall with the group how the earliest followers of Jesus shared their possessions 
and worked together so that everyone had enough to eat, shelter, and care. At their 
community meals, they remembered how Jesus had shared bread and wine with 
his friends at the last supper and told them to do this in remembrance of him. 
From the shared meals of the early Christian community, we get our communion 
celebration. The meal is an act of justice-making—an act of sharing equally with 
everyone. Prepare and eat a simple meal together. Make sure that everyone has a 
role to play in the meal preparation or setting up and decorating the tables.

Before you eat, invite participants to say aloud things for which they are thankful 
as well as concerns they have for themselves, for other people, and for the world.  

Alternative: Say a prayer of thanks before the meal; give thanks for the food and 
for those who prepared it. Invite God to help you discover ways to care for one 
another and the world around you.

 Saving the Birds: Action Research(Discerning and Decid-
ing, Sending and Serving) 
Leader preparation: Do an Internet search for information on a "Lights Out" pro-
gram near you. "Lights Out" programs work to reduce nighttime lighting of high 
rise buildings in an effort to help prevent migratory birds from hitting the build-

exploration: context and Mission
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ings. Go to a site such as http://lightsout.audubon.org or search the Internet with 
the key words “lights out” and “migratory birds.” Find out what volunteers can 
do to help protect migratory birds that strike high rise buildings.  

Supplies:
 • poster: With hoot and squawk and squeak and bark ... by Barbara Reid
  http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources
 • crayons or makers
 • pencils
 • paper

Post a copy of the poster of the painting by Reid “With Hoof and Squawk and 
Squeal and Bark . . .” and invite the group to look at the poster. Ask participants: 
What do you like about this? How does this picture make you feel? Remember 
the story of Noah saving animals from the flood? What did Noah do to save the 
birds and animals? What are some things that people can do to protect or care for 
wildlife? Share information you have located about Lights Out programs to pre-
vent migratory birds from hitting high rise buildings. Invite participants to work 
in groups of two or three to create their own illustrated story about someone or 
some group working to save a wild creature or group of creatures that are in dan-
ger, such as a group working on a Lights Out program (or helping clean up birds 
fouled by an oil slick, a dolphin caught in a fishing net, and so forth. You can also 
find lots of images to go along with these incidents.)  Talk about how your group 
might participate in a project to help local wildlife (such as volunteering with a 
group that rescues migratory birds that strike high rises or making posters for a 
Lights Out campaign). Plan an action project in which everyone can participate.

Alternative: If you have access to computers with Internet connection, have par-
ticipants do this research themselves.

 Caring for the Earth: A Tissue Art Activity (Sending and 
Serving) 
Leader preparation: Think about what the balls might look like when completed. 
How will you help the group to work together on this project? Consider the an-
ticipated (or possible) size of the group so that you prepare sufficient supplies. 
This activity will not work well if groups are too large or too crowded together. 
If your group is large, have several balls and supplies (about one small ball for 
every three to four participants or one large ball for every five to six participants. 

Supplies:
 • large beach ball or exercise ball (the ball can be reused later)
 • paint brushes
 • blue and green tissue paper (if possible, obtain a variety of different 

shades of green and blue)
 • water-soluble white craft glue (not Podge or acrylic-based glue)  

Create a large planet Earth using the ball. Cover the ball with craft glue (use 
brushes) and paste on pieces of blue tissue paper; overlap the pieces until the 
ball is completely covered and none of the plastic is showing. Then tear pieces of 
green paper in the shape of the continents (approximate shape is fine). Paste the 
continents over the blue tissue using layers of green paper.

When the ball is complete and dry, have participants sit in the circle and slowly 
pass the ball from one person to another in turn around the circle. As the ball is 
held by each person, have them say one thing they love about the planet Earth. 
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Wonder together how God feels about Earth.  Say a prayer of care for the Earth, 
such as the following: Thank you, God, for this beautiful planet that is our home. Thank 
you for mountains and seas, forests and skies, plants and birds and animals. Help us to 
find ways to work together to keep our world safe; help us to keep it always blue and green 
and beautiful as it spins through space. Amen.

     Vision of a Future World: Body Sculpture (Discerning 
and Deciding) (Easy Preparation) 

Leader preparation: This activity does not require any outside supplies but it 
will help if you can offer some examples or ideas to illustrate what is meant by 
"body sculpture." For example, show the group how an arm can be gently shaped 
to form a tree branch by lifting it up, curving it slightly, separating the fingers, 
and so on. "Practice" some possibilities in your imagination.

Supplies: None 

Help the group make a collective sculpture as follows: Ask for two volunteers to 
be the sculptors. The rest of the group is the clay. The sculptors shape the “clay” 
into a statue by gently moving people’s bodies or asking them to move into a par-
ticular position. Practice with a simple idea, using just one person, such as “make 
a statue of a child playing with a balloon.” Then, make a complicated statue using 
many bodies. 

Ask the sculptors to create a statue of a problem in our world that they would 
like to change. When the sculpture is created, have everyone “freeze” in position. 
Have people take turns stepping out of position (the sculptors take their places) 
so that everyone has a chance to look at the sculpture. 

Then, talk about how you could make a statue of this problem being fixed, solved, 
or changed. Have two new sculptors make the new statue. Again, give everyone 
a chance to see the new statue. 

Alternative: Have people work in small groups to create a sculpture of “our hope 
for a future world.”

    Sing a Song With Movement (Sending and Serving) 
Leader preparation: Arrange for an accompanist; if necessary, arrange for some-
one to teach this song to the group.

Supplies:
 • hymnbooks (or photocopies) with the song "Take My Gifts and Let Me 

Love You" (tune: Talavera Terrace), http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong5

Teach the song "Take My Gifts and Let Me Love You" and sing it together. Invite 
the group to make up simple actions to go with the words to the song. Plan to 
sing this song in a congregational service of worship. 

Remind yourself of some of the gifts 
(inspiration, hope, ideas, new learning) 
that you gained from this intergenera-
tional experience. Recall some of the 
highlights of the session. What leader-
ship or gifts did the participants share? 
Pause to give thanks to God for the 
gifts life offers. What do you celebrate? 
How has this experience enriched your 
faith or hope? How can you let the par-
ticipants know of your appreciation for 
the gifts they have given you? What 
will you do again, because it was joyful 
or seemed particularly meaningful? 
What will you do differently in future 
events of this kind?

reflect

exploration: Future and Mission
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