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Sharing our
common lot
As I stood in the midst of the Mix in ’06 open-

ing processional on the evening of June 21, 2006, 

waiting to begin the journey of the next fi ve days, 

I was struck by just how bitter sweet a moment I 

was experiencing.  It marked the end of nearly 

a decade of planning committees in one form or 

another.  Although I wouldn’t miss all those meet-

ings, I felt a momentary ache for all the wonder-

ful new friends I’d encountered through the years but 

would no longer be seeing on a regular basis.

I stood there mesmerized by the sights and sounds.  No longer just ideas on 

paper, now alive with people, colorful fabric and music.  What earlier in the day 

had seemed like a cavernous dark hole, now was fi lled with more that 3,000 

cheering faith fi lled women who had made their way to Indianapolis.  All the 

plans were now a reality.  Th e Holy Spirit was present, the room was alive!

Th e journey over the next fi ve days was truly transformative and awe-fi lled.  

From our youngest little people to our oldest everytime attender, dreams were 

emerging and in every workshop, every plenary, every meal, every conversation 

among sisters, the Holy Spirit was among us.

As Claudia De la Cruz and Sandhya Jha reminded us as they sent us forth 

the last morning, “It is essential that we be dreamers, but as sisters in Christ, 

we’re more than just dreamers.  We are members of the beloved community.  

As a result, the conversation does not end with dreaming, but with fulfi lling 

the dream.”

As you read the pages of this Mix in ’06 Highlights issue of Common Lot I 

hope you will be encouraged to catch a dream to call your own.  Dream On, 

Sisters!
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HELPS OTHERS COUNT THEIRS!

COUNTING OUR BLESSINGS

EACH OF US CAN DREAM—TOGETHER THOSE DREAMS CAN COME TRUE!

God has richly blessed each of 
us and through the daily use of the Women’s

Blessing Boxes we fi nd our blessings multiply as we con-
tinue to recognize more and more blessings in our lives.

As we recognize our blessings we keep God present in our daily lives!

Gratitude is how we respond to God’s blessings and gifts. Gratitude is recogniz-
ing those gifts that come from God and sharing what we have received. As we are 

blessed let us also bless others!

We are a blessed people. God’s love and grace are at the core of our 
blessings. Women and children in the countries listed below have the 

opportunity to be primary benefi ciaries of the many blessing 
we claim in our lives, so share God’s blessing in a very 

tangible way in the world:
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hroughout the history of our church, 
women have done so much, have 
worn so many hats and the amazing 
thing today is that they are free to 
wear just any hat they want to wear!

There has been a wonderful mix of 
women since the beginning who have 
dreamed of a better way, a more 
faithful response to God…let us be 
thankful for that mix of women who 
have brought us to this place at this 
time in the history of our churches.

We’ve only begun to light the fi res of 
the future – a future fi lled with God’s 
promise for all the people.

The mission of the church still needs 
doing and our God’s calling us to a 
faithful response.

To receive a copy of the full skit, Well Behaved Women Rarely Make History, email velezd@ucc.org

Well Behaved 
Women 

Rarely Make 
History

Womenin Hat’s
T
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…to awaken to God’s dreams one must 

be willing to move out of comfort zones, 

one must be willing to put aside what it is 

that we want, and we must be willing to seek 

wisdom in order to understand a divine logic 

that often clashes with what our human logic 

tells us cannot be.

…the loss of community is not just about 

being left alone or about being left out.  To lose 

one’s community or tribe is to lose one’s ability 

to survive.

By focusing on God’s response a the core 

element that sustains the community of faith, 

hopelessness and despair can be transformed 

into hope and expectation.

…patience and faith,…two virtues that 

accompany the working of God’s justice in our 

world today.  Patience and faith.  Can it be that 

these are the two needed elements that will help 

awaken us to God’s dreams?

…To say yes to the call made to us is to 

believe in God’s dreams for humanity, dreams 

that encompass justice, liberation, healing, 

hospitality, to believe in this is to awaken to 

the stirring of the Holy Spirit in our being, 

it is to be released from fear so that when we 

come to the woman, child or man who stands 

before us as stranger/alien/other we will not 

look away, we will not pass judgment, but we 

will take the risk and make ourselves vulner-

able by reaching out.  It means that we will 

be willing to share not because we give from 

what is left over but because we give of our 

best, of what is most precious to us…

…if fear is present, I believe it makes our 

communities incapable of true hospitality.

Faith is about doing the hard 

work of justice, compassion and 

loyalty and to do the hard work 

required of us with tenderness 

toward one another.  Patience is 

about doing the works of faith with 

perseverance, not giving up, go back 

again and again, not losing sight 

that God has dreams for human-

ity,…

…we often inhabit desolate, barren 

and harsh spaces in our geographies 

but also in our hearts.

Th ere is a call to justice that the women 

of God must respond to and that call is often 

heard in the wilderness where only God is 

present.

It is time to begin the courageous act that can 

only be done by women of faith who are “tired 

of injustice and [are] determined to do some-

thing about it in very ordinary circumstances.”  

It is time to awaken to God’s dreams and set in 

motion, beginning in our congregations, begin-

ning with our denominations, the blueprint for 

transformation and renewal and reconciliation. 

… “God will not neglect us.”

LaVerne McCain Gill, Daughters of Dignity 
(Cleveland:The Pilgrim Press, ) pp. 15.16.)

Daisy L. Machado

I have just returned from the Mix in ‘06, and what a b
lessin

g
 th

o
se d

ays w
ere in

 m
y life!

God was surely in that place!!!!!     I may never be “well behaved” again!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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A parable can induce us to dream about 

our path or part in peace and justice for 

God’s realm.

One has to ask prior questions 

from the context of one’s own experi-

ence…When we look at the issues of 

land ownership, usage, power, and 

racism of the populations from your 

experience, you too will ask prior 

questions.

You can’t build over someone 

else’s city without experiencing 

consequences…

As a person of color I am amused 

to think that there is only one – Th e 

Good One.  Of all the hated and despised and 

looked down upon Samaritans, there is Th e 

Good One.  From where do you suppose Th e 

Good Samaritan learned to look beyond race, 

gender, class, ability and to thoughtfully care for 

others?  I bet there is a good grandma Samari-

tan, a good grandpa Samaritan,  and a few 

good elders too, a good number of the keepers 

and observers of the faith of their ancestors.

Th e Good Samaritan has been carefully 

taught.  He did not develop and become 

good out of a vacuum.  If there is one Good 

Samaritan, surely there are others.  Th at’s 

the hope and the dream.

Eternal, long-lasting, life-affi  rming, trans-

forming, peace and justice come from loving 

God with all of your heart, mind soul and 

loving your neighbor as much as you love your-

selves.

In God’s realm, our neighborhood, peo-

ple are transformed into equals, into rela-

tives…To love your neighbor is to off er a 

relationship of reciprocity, of equality to the 

formerly despised…a neighbor is somebody 

who is equal to me.

What must we do to inherit eternal life?  We 

must love our neighbors as equals and accept 

their care for us.  Who are our neighbors? Th ose 

who are able to dream of mercy and live it.

Th
er
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o
m
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,  

a  time to think of our dreams and challenge to act upon them.  Dream On, Sisters!

IT WAS WONDERFUL!!!!!  I have attended a number 
of Quadrennials, and this was the best one yet!!!  The 
music, the speakers, the whole theme and the spirit-fi lled 
atmosphere.  Thanks to all, so much.  I can’t tell you how 
much I needed this!!   THANK YOU!!!   —A DOC DREAMER

Rosemary McCombs Maxey

What a gathering! I have NEVER been in the presence of 3,000 women but when they 
are Christians...look out! There was a momentum which began on the fi rst day and 
just kept building until the end. Those of us who attended still have the feeling. It is 
unfortunate that feelings are so diffi cult to put into words. My best advice to our UCC 
women is to plead for another gathering and then make every effort to attend so you 
too can have that wonderful feeling. —NAOMI ELSE, ILLINOIS CONFERENCE 
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In the dark night of the soul of this 

world, with waking nightmares of suff ering 

around us, it is good to gather together, to 

whisper courage to each other, and to pro-

claim the dream that is set before us.

Lest we forget, it is this world…this aching, 

suff ering, messed up, hasn’t-gotten-it-right-yet 

world…that God so  loved…that God sent 

the Son of Dreams to show us how to keep the 

dream alive.

…we have come together to remember 

the divine dream of God for us and our 

world.

Th e systems can make us go numb.  We can 

forget God’s dream of who we are and what 

we were created to do.

Our weapons of mass destruction begin 

in weapons of mass indiff erence.

Have we as a nation become the unjust 

judge to a widowed world?

She was a praying woman…and she 

prayed with her presence…day after relent-

less day.  And it kept her from losing heart.

Her presence had power.

Her presence had possibility.

Her passion for the possible was her prayer.

Th e widow was a praying 

woman.  She did not allow the 

judges of this world to defi ne her, 

break her, or diminish her.  She 

did not resign herself to the way 

things are.

Th is was a praying woman.  She 

did not allow the spirit-snatchers of 

this world to steal her soul.  She knew 

that the institutions that claim us 

will not save us.

She must have had a praying 

community to stand with her…a sisterhood 

of dreamers who kept her dreaming for 

God’s justice and mercy.

Our calling for these times requires a com-

munity of dreamers, able to resist the forces all 

around us that are bent on the nightmares of 

cruelty and indiff erence.  It requires a commu-

nity of dreamers able to resist the temptations to 

despair, the temptation to give up.

Nancy Hastings Sehested

I wish I could have taken all my sisters to Mix in ‘06.  I t w
as su

ch
 an
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eso
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d
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Thank you all for the wonderful experience of the last 5 days 
in Indianapolis.  The power of a group of united women is 
awesome.  From soup to nuts, you had everything covered and 
so much more.  I just remember being thrilled, or amazed, or 
inspired, and mostly thankful everytime I turned around.  I spend 
a good deal of time taking care of other people, at this event 
you made me feel like I was being taken care of.  It felt good.  
Thank you.  By the way, this weekend I am going to make a 
blessing box for my kitchen table.  I’m going to use it to donate 
to children with HIV/Aids.   —A UCC DREAMER
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…we are claiming this time as our time, 

claiming each other as faithful women of 

God, claiming that we are called to be bear-

ers of God’s grace and God’s love, 

fi rst to ourselves, then to each 

other and then to the world.

Like Rachel, I wept for the 

children, all the lost and abandoned 

children, all the slaughtered children 

and children of war, of abuse, 

children deemed not important 

enough or wealthy enough or white 

enough to be saved.

Th at’s the kind of love which 

Rachel had which we must 

reclaim.  It’s that unconditional, all-encom-

passing, extravagant kind of love which we 

must reclaim. It’s the love your enemies and 

pray for those who persecute you kind of 

love which we must reclaim.  It’s Dr. King’s 

beloved community kind of love, where all 

are welcome at the table kind of love, where 

none, none, are excluded, which we must 

reclaim.

We, as women, have much to forgive.  We 

have many to forgive.  Sometimes, we have 

ourselves to forgive.  Th ose who have betrayed 

us, those who have abused us, those who have 

used us as tools of war and racism,  those who 

have oppressed us, those who have stifl ed us, 

those who have given us false understandings 

of beauty, of self-hood, even of God.

…at the heart of forgiveness is love and 

the result of that kind of love is wholeness 

and healing, not for the forgiven, but for 

ourselves.

I realized anew that goodness and evil are 

never far apart, nor are life and death.

…Rachel’s cries were not only cries of 

pain, a pain so deep that only divine con-

solation could be the balm, they were also 

cries of outrage for all the women of the 

world who died in childbirth as Rachel died 

in childbirth, cries of outrage at the plight 

of her people—at the exile and slavery and 

imprisonment of her people and all people, 

cries of outrage at the murder of innocents 

of all places and all time.

…in the joy for the baby Jesus, we can not 

just skip over the slaughter of the innocents 

anymore than we, in our joy for being here 

together…can skip over the harsh realities of 

the world today.

One billion innocent children in this 

world are severely deprived of the goods and 

services they need to survive or to thrive…

innocent children are dying in the wars of 

their elders – including in Iraq.

My sisters, we can reclaim the best of Rachel.  

We can reclaim her love.  We can reclaim her 

hope.  We can reclaim her outrage.  And with 

those, we can change the world.
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a  time to think of our dreams and challenge to act upon them.  Dream On, Sisters!

Bernice Powell Jackson

What a great gathering!  This was my fi rst, and won’t be my 
last.  We came home with so many ideas to take to our women’s 
group. We haven’t really had a focus for our group.  Now we 
have to decide which idea to focus on!  —TENNESEE CHURCH GROUP
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It is essential that we be dreamers, but 

as sisters in Christ, we’re more than just 

dreamers.  We are members of the beloved 

community.  As a result, the conversation 

does not end with dreaming, but with fulfi ll-

ing the dream. 

Th e greatest dreamer of us all, Jesus the 

Christ came into the world and proclaimed a 

vision in bold capital letters:  Th ere is a new 

way, where the last will be fi rst, where reality 

is turned upside down and where the sum of 

our love is greater than its parts.

What the Spirit does is make us able to 

do things we had never dreamed.

Th ere are plenty of us, plenty of our churches, 

plenty of our women’s ministries, moving 

around, walking, covered with muscles and 

sinews, covered with programs and bylaws and 

Wednesday potlucks – but we still need the spirit 

in us, the breath of life, to make us truly alive.  

Without making sure that God is a part of our 

actions, and that our actions are furthering God’s 

active dream of a hope-fi lled Realm where the 

last shall be fi rst and reality is turned upside 

down and the sum of our love is greater than its 

parts – without making sure we are making real 

God’s dream, we are breathless and lifeless, no 

matter how much movement we show.

It’s about the power to create new rela-

tionships.  Th e Spirit connects us back to 

that dream Jesus gave his disciples-the 

dream of a world where we live in harmony 

and equal relationship-none of us privileged, 

all of us celebrated, all of us siblings.  Part 

of the way the Spirit does this is helping us 

develop the gift of Radical Compassion.

Radical compassion is about being able to 

live in that person’s feet, standing in solidarity 

with them, being able to feel that person’s suf-

fering as your own.

How do we see ourselves in our 

sisters, those we don’t know, those 

we don’t like?

We have limited ourselves as a 

church, by developing an archive of 

answers that are now irrelevant to 

the questions that are being raised in 

the world of today.  We want to limit 

ourselves to comfortable worship with 

people who look like us, think like us 

and speak like us.

While the Spirit still seeks to breathe life 

into us, our communities and our ministries, 

too often we get in the way of letting Her 

do Her work in us, among us and through 

us.  We want to hold on to the robed choirs, 

the comfortable sermons and the established 

roles for men and women.  We continue to 

wonder “why are there no younger people 

in church?” and when they do come we say 

“look at how she’s dressed” or “I didn’t act 

like that when I was young” or “these young 

people today don’t know what church is all 

about.”

We fear change because change demands 

acting to transform a reality; change demands 

shifting spaces and leaving our comfort zone.  

What are we going to do now that the world 

has changed; now that the questions are diff er-

ent; now that the faces of our communities are 

diff erent; now that old ways do not meet the 

needs of today-what do we do now?

There were dancers, singers, choirs, art exhibits – so much takin
g

 p
lace!

Claudia De la Cruz & Sandhya Jha
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John Th omas/Sharon Watkins

Rev. John Th omas shared how UCC 

women need to move from respectful reli-

gion to evangelical faith.

It was great to see John Th omas in 

the midst of all those church women, 

hear his inspiring words and see him 

driving the “express travel” carts!

I appreciated the words of wis-

dom, expressed by John Th omas, 

who challenged our churches to 

grow from a “respectable religion” 

to an “Evangelical faith” and to 

change our dreams into reality.

International Women

Our sisters from Lebanon, Egypt, and 

Palestine shared stories that challenged us to 

live out our faith in acts of justice.

When we registered we were given colorful 

tote bags made by women in Bolivia.  Not only 

did they sew 3,000 plus tote bags, but brightly 

colored vests for the Youth Stewards who helped 

out in so many ways including their perfor-

mance dramatizing the Pentecost story.

Feeding three thousand of us at one time 

was an amazing process to watch.

We were privileged to hear the stories of 

women’s lives from several of our sisters from 

the Middle East.  Not knowing then what 

would lay ahead when they returned home.

We heard the dreams of women from 

other countries.

Our international sisters from so many 

countries sang in one voice.  How could we not 

dare to dream?

Dream of women living free, dream of 

hunger satisfi ed, for those whose dreams 

have died, dream of justice, dream of peace, 

dream that one day war will cease.  Dream 

of wisdom, dream of truth, dream a new 

world for all our youth.

I f
o

u
n

d
 t

h
e 
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 m
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ship services and workshops very meaningful and worthwhile. 

More thoughts...
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Renee Bondi

Renee Bondi’s faith story was my 

personal favorite!  Left in a wheelchair 

following a tragic fall, her great faith and her 

beautiful singing voice was an inspiration 

for us all.

Renee Bondi’s story was incredible, her 

singing beautiful and her spirit inspiring.  

Th is woman is the ultimate dreamer!

Th e message and singing of Renee Bondi 

was so special.

Th e musical expressions of faith, strength 

and hope of Renee Bondi  were so uplifting.

Concert singers

Th e Saturday night concert featured three 

diff erent personalities working together with 

great results.

I have long been a fan of both Holly Near 

and Bernice Johnson Reagon. I enjoyed 

Carrie Newcomer as well and they put on 

quite a show.

Holly Near, Bernice Johnson Reagon, 

Carrie Newcomer each musicians, authors, 

educators, composers, plus more all 

speaking of peace and justice.

Mission

It was great to be involved in 

mission opportunities!  I worked 

at the Gleaners food bank which 

serves 401 hunger relief organiza-

tions in 29 Indiana counties.

I couldn’t believe the health kits! 

3,183 health kits were completed 

with the items women brought 

with them.

Weavers

I loved watching the ribbons of dreams 

be woven into one enormous alter cloth by 

weavers who were on stage during each 

plenary session.

Th e talented, inexhaustible musicians  and 

dream weavers who led us in singing, during 

plenary, and worship services were awesome.

Missionary Commissioning

Hearing the stories of our dedicated 

Global Missionaries.  Th eir sometimes 

frustrating circumstances never seem to 

dampen their spirits.

 I took home many ideas which I hope to implement in o
u

r lo
cal ch

u
rch

 an
d

 co
m

m
u

n
ity.   
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All this and more may be found on www.dreamonsisters.com through the end of September.  

After that check:   http://www.ucc.org/index.php and/or www.discipleswomen.org

for information and any updates about the Mix.  

I f
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ship services and workshops very meaningful and worthwhile. 

UCC CONFERENCES ..............
CA/Nevada N........................ 5
CA/Nevada S ...................... 29
Calvin Synod ........................ 1
Central Atlantic .................. 24
Central Pacifi c .................... 11
Connecticut ........................ 11
Florida .................................. 8
Hawaii ................................ 14
Illinois ................................. 52
Illinois South ......................... 3
Indiana/Kentucky ................ 73
Iowa ................................... 17
Kansas/Oklahoma ............... 12
Kansas  ................................ 2
Kentucky .............................. 1
Louisiana .............................. 1
Maine ................................... 5
Maryland .............................. 1
Massachusetts .................... 22
Michigan ............................ 30
Minnesota .......................... 13
Missouri Mid-South ............ 27
Montana/

Northern Wyoming ............ 6
Nebraska ............................ 16
New Hampshire .................... 3
New York ........................... 26
Northern Plains ..................... 3
Ohio ................................... 68
Pacifi c Northwest.................. 4
Penn Central ...................... 15
Penn Northeast................... 11

Pennsylvania 
Southeast ........................... 8

Penn West ............................ 1
Puerto Rico .............................
Rhode Island ........................ 2
Rocky Mountain ................... 6
South Central ..................... 32
South Dakota ....................... 9
Southeast ........................... 12
Southern ............................ 10
Southwest .......................... 15
Vermont .................................
Wisconsin ........................... 19
UCC Children ....................... 2
International Sisters .............. 3
TOTAL UCC ..................... 633 

DISCIPLES REGIONS .............
Alabama & NW FL .............. 26
Arizona .............................. 45
CA N & Nevada NW ........... 36
Canada ................................ 1
Capital Area ....................... 17
Central Rocky Mtn. ............ 33
Florida ................................ 55
Georgia .............................. 31
Great River 

(AR, LS, Miss) ................... 47
Idaho, South ...................... 17
Illinois Wisconsin .............. 127
Indiana ............................. 426
Kansas ................................ 53
Kansas City......................... 63

Kentucky .......................... 144
Michigan ............................ 44
Mid-America ...................... 97
Montana .............................. 5
Nebraska ............................ 20
North Carolina .................... 63
Northeastern ........................ 9
Northwest .......................... 37
Ohio ................................. 115
Oklahoma .......................... 77
Oregon ............................... 26
Pacifi c Southwest ............... 98
Pennsylvania ....................... 18
South Carolina ................... 17
Southwest ........................ 190
Tennessee ........................... 50
Upper Midwest................... 86
Virginia ............................... 73
West Virginia ...................... 14
Disciple Children ................. 24
International Sisters .............. 6
TOTAL DISCIPLES .......... 2190 

OTHER ............................... 42
Combined 
UCC/Disciples ..................... 31
Friend of DOC .................... 51
Friend of UCC .................... 21
International Sisters ............ 54
TOTAL OTHER ................. 199

TOTAL 7-14-06 .....3022

REGISTRATIONS BY CONFERENCES & REGIONS—UPDATE 7-17-06

Registration Breakdown
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Th ere has been a marked diff erence of opin-

ion about the Saturday evening concert featuring 

Bernice Johnson Reagon,  Holly Near and Carrie 

Newcomer. 

Comments range from “it was a travesty and 

disappointment. What were the planners thinking?” 

and “I thought it was inappropriate for a gathering 

of Christian women to have this concert” to “It was 

icing on the cake” and “I thought it was a powerful 

and historic bringing together of three great talents.” 

Th e following searching words appeared in a 

church newsletter:  

“Th e Saturday night concert was not what I was 

expecting.  It was so incredibly political but it was 

powerful.  Th e 3 women who performed were so 

incredibly diff erent but yet so much the same as 

powerful advocates for Reconciliation.  I’m still sort-

ing all that out – probably will be for years.  And 

they were certainly talented.”

Let me share a few more comments from 

Disciples and UCC women:

“I came to the conference alone and thought per-

haps that people might not share their stories with 

me.  But the spirit of community that the conference 

fostered truly did not allow for such exclusion.....At 

my home congregation I had been dragging my feet 

on expressing an interest in an interfaith book group 

getting started.  When I returned from the confer-

ence I called and signed up to begin with a new 

group in September.  Th ank you for opening up this 

vision for me.”  (In response to attending an inter-

faith dialogue workshop.)   

“What I received was the love of old friends and 

strangers alike.  It was not the workshops or the 

plenary sessions that spoke to me, but the women.  

On several occasions I sought out a chaplain to 

listen to me.  I was loved and supported during the 

special healing worship service…I am extremely 

thankful for the love of UCC/Disciples sisters…I 

rejoice in the power of sisterhood and the power of 

prayer!”  (In response to attending in the midst of a 

family trauma.)

“Everyone took a yard of ribbon.  Each of us 

wrote our dreams on that ribbon and turned them 

in the fi rst night.  Spinners and weavers then took 

the ribbons and wove them into an incredibly beau-

tiful altar cloth.  Th ere was something very powerful 

about knowing my dreams were woven together 

with everyone else’s.”   (Th e 17 ft. weaving is being 

separated into two parts for half to reside with the 

United Church of Christ in Cleveland and half with 

the Offi  ce of Disciples Women in Indianapolis.  

Editor note) 

It was a very “together” time. Th e UCC and 

Disciples women together with the Holy Spirit. 

It moved me and inspired me. It fi lled my cup. It 

charged me up.  Th e beautiful elements of worship 

modeled at Mix in ‘06 are an ideal that will remain 

in my head. And there were lots of resources for 

Christian Ed. I am plotting and scheming how to 

use some of the beautiful music in both venues, too. 

(A woman feeling called to work on her congrega-

tion’s worship committee.)

 I took home many ideas which I hope to implement in o
u

r lo
cal ch

u
rch

 an
d

 co
m

m
u

n
ity.   

Additional Comments
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Those attending Mix in ’06 generously shared 

their dreams through the off erings taken during 

the event.

The Friday evening offering taken on behalf of 

Women’s Ministries totaled $32,954.  Th e history of 

women’s ministries for both denominations has been 

an important part of the story of our two churches.  

Th at ministry continues today in both traditional and 

emerging ministries.  Th ese off ering dollars will sup-

port and encourage women to look to the future and be 

faithful to the mission to which God calls us today.

Th e Sunday morning off ering totaling  $28,741.19 

was divided three ways.   As part of the ministries of 

the whole church, both the Disciples Mission Fund and 

the UCC Our Churches Wider Mission  look to us for 

support and faithful stewardship as Christian Women. 

Also a special partnership exists between UCC and 

Disciples through our Global Ministries work in over 

100 countries.  Because we work together we simplify 

the lives and ministries of our global partners and we 

are able to share in their ministries more fully.  Global 

Ministries made it possible for 29 countries to be rep-

resented at the Mix in ’06.  Th ese three ministries will 

share equally in the above off ering.

Each day on the meal tables women were invited 

as part of their mealtime prayer to remember the 

Women’s Prison Family Support Program and off er 

any loose change they wished to the off ering banks 

on each table.   Off ering contributed during each meal 

averaged approximately $800.  Th e combined off ering 

from all meals totaled $6738for the Women’s Prison 

Family Support Program in Indiana.

Th ese off erings will enable us to live out our dreams 

in the world many times over.

HIGHLIGHTS VIDEO
Enjoy the sights and sounds of the Mix in 
’06 Women’s Event and order a DVD or 
VHS 25 minute tape.  Download the order 
form at www.dreamonsisters.org. 

There are two additional tracks on the 
Highlights video.  

Track 2 is a lively 30 minute presentation 
offered during the Mix celebrating the 
history of women’s ministries in the Unit-
ed Church of Christ and the Disciples of 
Christ.  

Track 3 is a 10 minute invitation to the 
2010 Quadrennial Assembly in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, June 23-27, sponsored by 
the International Disciples Women’s Minis-
tries (IDWM) and open to all women.  

HELPFUL HINTS TO USE AT HOME
A list of participants from each Conference and 

Region will be sent to key leaders.   

• Encourage and nurture the dreams that women 
brought home with them. 

• Plan a gathering for women to share how they 
are living out their dreams.

• Invite women to send their stories about the Mix 
to the Offi ce of Disciples Women in care of  odw@
dhm.disciples.org and/or the United Church of Christ 
offi ce in care of Damaris Velez at velezd@ucc.org   

• Update the list as people change their contact 
information or move out of your region or confer-
ence.  Report these changes to the emails above.  
Our goal is to be able to invite women to future 
UCC and Disciples gatherings.

Breakdown of Offerings
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LITANY OF THANKSGIVING

Leader: Creator God, you call each of us into ministry.

People: You give us meaningful work for our hands, our minds, and our hearts.  

Honorees: We are blessed in surprising ways through our opportunities to serve you. 

Leader:  Th rough careful administration, these diligent workers make possible resources which enable others 

to worship, serve, and learn.         

People: We praise you, God, for these servants and the work of their hands.

Honorees:  O, prosper thou the work of our hands.

Leader:  Th e profession calls for solving problems creatively, handling unexpected projects, and keeping the 

systems running smoothly – often with time restraints and limited resources.  Th ese helpers make ministry 

happen.

People:  We praise you, God, for these servants and the work of their minds.

Honorees: O, prosper thou the work of our minds.

Leader: With compassion, hospitality, patience, grace, and endurance, these women give a face to the ministry 

of your church.  

People: We praise you, God, for these servants and the work of their hearts.    

Honorees:  O, prosper thou the work of our hearts. 

Leader: We honor your special servants of the church today, O God, and ask your continued blessing on their 

lives and work.

People: We pay tribute to all those who have served or continue to serve as secretaries and administrative 

professionals in the ministry of your church.  Th eir work honors you.

Honorees: May we have a sense of satisfaction in our labor and knowledge that we are co-creators in building 

your reign here on earth.

Leader: In gratitude, we celebrate our sisters in Christ.  We lift up to you their commitment, patience, sense 

of humor, attention to detail, and desire to serve.    

All: Creator God, we give you thanks.  Amen.

Th is litany was off ered by Edith A. Guff ey, Associate General Minister of the United Church of Christ and  

Jane Lawrence Executive Vice President for Disciples Home Missions of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

Celebration of Church Secretaries 
and Administrative Professionals
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Women and Justice
“What were the planners thinking??!”:

Reflections on the Mix from a thinking planner 
by Loey Powell

When an event is in the planning stag-

es, it has one kind of manifesta-

tion.  When it is going on, is has another.  

And when it is over, it becomes the sum 

of all that happened before and during, 

and then some.  Th e feedback our offi  ces 

have received from those who attended 

the Mix in ’06 – Dream On, Sisters! – has 

been overwhelmingly positive.  Sure, not all 

were happy with the food but most women 

commended the effi  cient serving of the meals and 

appreciated the chance to eat together.  Sure, there 

were a few glitches here and there but for the most 

part the positive outweighed the inconveniences.

I confess to having quite a bit of investment in 

the Mix’s successful outcome since I was involved 

in conversations many years ago about whether or 

not we should do this, engaged in promoting it, 

immersed in the planning of it, and then submerged 

during it making sure it was coming together.  I am 

unabashedly biased, therefore, when I say that overall 

I am very pleased with how the Mix turned out.

I would like to off er a few refl ections on some 

of the learnings that might be gleaned from our 

process of planning and of joining together in this 

event based on some specifi c feedback we received.  

Not everyone was happy with all they experienced in 

Indianapolis – not surprising when you bring 3200 

women together.

“What were the planners thinking?,” wrote one 

Mix in ’06 attendee who could not fi gure out how 

an “atheist” had been invited to sing at a 

Christian women’s event.  I learned after 

the Saturday night concert with Bernice 

Johnson Reagon, Carrie Newcomer and 

Holly Near that a few women walked 

out during the concert, offended that 

Holly Near was not a religious person.  

Th ey thought she was an atheist when she 

said before singing her fi rst song that she 

was not a “Christian or a Jew or a Buddhist 

or a Muslim or a Witch” or part of any of the reli-

gious traditions on this planet.

Curious, I thought to myself, since I’ve known 

Holly for many years and never once did she ever 

call herself an atheist, someone who categorically 

denies the existence of a divine being or supernatu-

ral force.  I knew she did not practice any formal or 

organized form of religion, something we discussed 

when the invitation was extended to her to perform 

at the Mix.  

“Loey,” she said, “I’m not religious.  Are you sure 

you want me at this event?”

“Yes,” I said, “I have always experienced you as 

someone whose life, music and commitment to jus-

tice and peace are informed by deep spiritual values 

even though you are not connected to a religious 

tradition.”

Holly wrote further in an email to me:  “I have 

no objections to Christianity or any religion when 

practiced in a nonviolent context.  I admire the work 

of the progressive Christian coalitions.  I love to sing 
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some of the songs that come from the 

Gospel tradition, especially the ones 

that lift up the spirit in the journey 

towards liberation. I see no contradic-

tion in my participation.  I just wanted 

to make sure that you understood you 

were inviting an ‘other.’”

In an interview with the concert 

artists for Disciples World ( July/

August 2006) by Verity A. Jones, 

Holly was asked, “What do you hope 

listeners will take away from your 

songs?”  Holly answered, “I believe in 

the power of conscientious music and 

lyrics that come from bold truth-tell-

ing.  Th is concert will present songs of 

the heart…of the spirit.  Th e listeners 

will come through many diff erent doors, so they will 

experience it diff erently…personally, I make a com-

mitment to work with the intention to heal, chal-

lenge, entertain, inform, amuse, inspire.”

What were the planners thinking?  We were 

thinking that the Mix would be like a grand feast.  

Not everything on the table would appeal equally to 

all the participants but certainly the expansive wel-

come and glorious off erings would more than satisfy 

even the pickiest of eaters.  We all don’t like the same 

music, or call God by the same name, or pray the 

same way, or enjoy the same kinds of activities – but 

at the Mix in ’06 we did have the chance as sisters to 

open ourselves to the dreams God has instilled and 

enlivened in us and in each other.  We, the plan-

ners, hoped that we could approach this feast with 

openness to learn, to listen, and to be stretched into 

greater understanding and sensitivity to the fullness 

of our living.

So I was somewhat surprised to 

hear that a few women had walked out 

on one of our guests. As the person on 

the Planning Team who worked most 

closely with the artists, I had to think 

through what this meant.  I had been 

privileged to be in communication 

with them as they worked on this col-

laboration, one that was not of their 

choosing but occurred because they 

accepted our invitation.  Th ey respected 

this process, and each other as persons 

and as artists, as they felt their way in 

to their role in the event.  

What were we thinking?  I was 

thinking that women who were either 

familiar or unfamiliar with these sing-

ers would want to see what music might emerge 

from this unique collaboration, a gathering of “spir-

its” and of singers who had never worked together 

before.  And I was thinking there might be some 

curiosity that truth often comes to us through many 

messengers.  Th is is something I learned from my 

father whose sermons were often fi lled with quotes 

and examples from writers and others, like the Marx 

Brothers, who were not really “religious” people.  I am 

much more drawn to an authentically lived life than 

to an overtly pietistic one if that piety seems con-

trived.  Give me the rough and tumble language and 

struggle of real people trying to make sense of the 

fragile, confl icted, confusing and beautiful life they 

have been given to live, people seeking meaning, and 

love, and purpose in authentic, human ways.  Give 

me that over some sort of sweet, reassuring “Godly” 

response which seems to come from a can of easy 

answers ready to be opened and poured out.

We all don’t like 

the same music, 

or call God by 

the same name, or 

pray the same way, 

or enjoy the same 

kinds of activities 

– but at the Mix in 

’06 we did have the 

chance as sisters to 

open ourselves to 

the dreams God 

has instilled and 

enlivened in us and 

in each other. 
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That’s what I was thinking.  

Never once did I hear any of 

the performers disrespect people 

of faith but I did hear challenge 

from both Holly and Carrie in 

their respective songs that God 

can be, and has been, perverted by 

those who do violence in God’s 

name.  Let us not forget our own 

history in this country when slav-

ery was defended by mainstream 

Christian churches as God’s plan 

for America.  

Another example of wonder-

ing about the planners thinking 

came from a few who found Renee Bondi’s presen-

tation deeply painful. Th ey didn’t leave during her 

session, but one sister wrote to us about why Ms. 

Bondi did not represent the majority of persons with 

disabilities.  While this woman – also a person with 

disabilities - affi  rmed the fact that Renee has a “story 

to tell and a captivating way of presenting herself,” 

she found that her talk was not ”theologically sound 

nor was it astute and it hurt me and other people 

with disabilities.”  She went on to say, “Th e disabili-

ties community gets an opportunity to present in 

a major address our perspective on faithful witness 

from our experience of life on the margins and the 

planning committee gave us this…!”

What were the planners thinking?

Many who heard Renee Bondi claimed this pre-

sentation as the highlight of the Mix for them.  Many 

who heard the concert claimed it as the highlight of 

the Mix for them.  Should we not have invited Renee 

or Holly?  As Holly wrote to me 

recently, “If the circle is only big 

enough for sameness, then we are 

in grave danger, as the world situ-

ation is currently showing.”  As 

planners, we tried to make a very 

large circle to embrace us all, a cir-

cle larger than is usually present at 

a UCC national women’s meeting 

or a DOC Quadrennial Assembly.  

Reflecting on this as a planner, 

large circles require those entering 

in to it to be prepared to be open 

to diff erences, and to be open with 

compassion rather than suspicion.  

What were the planners thinking?

Perhaps we were thinking that the Mix in ’06 

would be far greater than the sum of its parts.  And 

then some.  We knew that some participants might 

be uncomfortable with some presenters, with some 

of the worship, or workshops, or with some of the 

artists, but we also knew – and hoped – that over-

all this would be an authentic event, refl ecting our 

struggles and joy in working together as the UCC 

and the DOC.  Something happened that could not 

have happened if we had planned separately.

As a planner, I am sorry for any pain or hurt caused 

by what was off ered at the feast.  But I also know 

that even when there has been pain unintentionally 

caused, a moment to learn has been presented to us.  

Listening to each other – again – can move us for-

ward.  I suspect that Holly was not the only self-

identifi ed “other” at the Mix.  I heard from lesbians 

after the concert words of gratitude that at last, the 

We may not understand 

all of its implications right 

now but I trust that God 

is taking us forward into 

a future where faithful 

witness and compassionate 

accompaniment will be our 

guide for partnership not 

just with each other, but 

with each “other” 

we encounter who is 

no more nor less our 

sister or brother.  
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“L” word had been spoken.  Until that moment, they 

felt like an “other.”  I suspect that among the 3200 at 

the Mix, there were other “others” as well.  

What were the planners thinking?

I’m sure we would do some things differently.  

Hindsight is 20/20.  But maybe now, after the event, 

this question doesn’t matter anymore.  What matters 

is what you are thinking, and what you are doing to 

make this world a hospitable environment for all of 

God’s children and creatures.  How are you think-

ing as you plan your next gathering? Will all the 

voices be present and heard?  Will you challenge and 

stretch yourselves by inviting the “other” into your 

midst?  Will you allow authenticity and bold truth-

telling to stir up the presence of the Spirit?

Both of our churches, and the women in our 

churches, will be feeling the ripples from the Mix 

for some time to come.  We are changed because 

we planned and held this event together.  We may 

not understand all of its implications right now but 

I trust that God is taking us forward into a future 

where faithful witness and compassionate accom-

paniment will be our guide for partnership not just 

with each other, but with each “other” we encounter 

who is no more nor less our sister or brother.  

What were the planners thinking?

We hoped that something glorious would happen 

as our dreams soared – and that they would keep on 

soaring.  May it be so.

Letters from My Sisters 
is a series of booklets for 
women to share words of 
comfort and wisdom gained 
while experiencing 
the challenges that life 
has to offer. These letters 
are offered as a way of 
bringing hope and 
strengthening faith.

Words of Wisdom and Comfort for Women 
Living with Domestic Violence Women and 
Children blend their voices to impart the struggles 
to deal with abuse and the courage to survive. Their 
stories, letters, poems, prayers, and songs offer 
insight into the difficult subject of domestic violence. 
includes a bible study, questions for reflection, and 
a list of resources…$3.00

• ALSO IN THE SERIES •

Words of Wisdom and Comfort for Women Living with 
Our decision about Reproductive Choice…$3.00

Words of Wisdom and Comfort for Women Living with the
Experience of Breast Cancer…$1.50

Words of Wisdom and Comfort for Women Living with 
Disabilities…$1.50

Words of Wisdom and Comfort for Women Living with a 
Brain Disorder Commonly Known as Mental Illness…$1.50

This series is coordinated by the Minister for Women’s 

Concerns, Worship and Education Ministry Team, 

Local Church Ministries, A Covenanted Ministry of the 

United Church of Christ.

To order these and other women’s resources, call 

United Church of Christ Resources at 800-537-3394, 

Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m.–4:30 P.m. ET.
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The dreams of Christian women always include the dreams of all God’s people.  We invite you to notice 

each day those tending our needs, providing clean rooms, preparing, serving and cleaning up the food we 

eat.  Let them know they are appreciated with a thank you note, a smile, a greeting or even a tip in appropriate 

situations.  Today we honor these brothers and sisters with a litany of appreciation and thanksgiving.

RIGHT:  We thank God for our sisters and brothers who serve (have served) us – whose 

 energy and talents, helpfulness and friendliness enrich (have enriched) our 

 experience here.

LEFT: We thank God for our sisters and brothers whose work gives (has given) us 

 these days free of our daily chores – days without cooking and cleaning, days 

 without washing, drying, and the other tasks that we do.

RIGHT: We thank God for these sisters and brothers who serve others, just like Jesus did.

LEFT: We pray that these workers may live in a society where justice fl ows abundantly 

 like a stream. 

RIGHT: We pray that these workers may always be treated with dignity and respect. 

LEFT: We pray that God may bless these workers with lives fi lled with peace and joy. 

ALL: Amen.

Presented by Charlene Higginbotham during the Mix in ’06 Celebration

A Celebration of 
Service Workers
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Over and over women are asking, 
“how is God still speaking through me?”

How better to answer that and other questions than through exciting and engaging Bible 
study! Where better to start the journey than with the stories from Genesis. 

Through this study of the Genesis texts Celia Brewer  Sinclair helps us examine familiar 
stories from a fresh point of view. This study also calls attention to parts of Genesis that 
may be less familiar, characters who have been ignored, and voices that have been muted, 
if not outright silenced!

Genesis is fi lled with accounts of relationships, and so is this Bible study—relationships 
between women, between wives and husbands, between mothers and children. Just as 
each character in the book of Genesis brings a unique perspective to the story, it’s under-
stood that each person using this study brings an outlook, a context, and a history that is 
uniquely her own. Perspectives on Genesis celebrates this diversity and the gifts that come 
from varied and distinct points of view.

INTRODUCING AN ALL NEW

—2006 WOMEN’S ANNUAL PROGRAM RESOURCE—

Coming mid September—  
the Installation

Service and Retreat Module 
for the Tapestry Series!  

Two of our most requested 
women’s program resources 
will be available at no charge 
from the women’s web page.

Visit ucc.org/women to 
download these two 
companion resource helps 
to the Tapestry Series.

The Women’s 
Program 

Resources has 
a new look 
and format

The Women’s 
Program 

Resources has 
a new look 
and format
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Women in 
International Mission

Martha Mensendiek: A Second Generation 

[The Lord] has told you, 

O mortal, what is good; and 

what does the Lord require 

of you but to do justice, and 

to love kindness, and to walk 

humbly with your God?

—Micah : 

(Martha’s favourite Bible verse)

What happens to Missionary Kids?  In 

a recent issue of Common Lot, I introduced three 

young adult children of missionaries.  As I watch 

them carving out their own identities, I wonder 

where God will lead them in the years ahead.  Might 

they ever follow in their parents’ footsteps and become 

international missionaries?  Just what does happen 

to all the Missionary Kids who have called another 

country “home,” whose cadre of friends all speak 

another language, whose parents have lived out their 

faith in such a tangible way?

Martha Mensendiek, a second-generation mis-

sionary whose home is Japan, provides some insights. 

When Martha was 3 months old, her parents, both 

UCC ministers, took Martha to Japan where she spent 

her childhood.  Martha explains, “...my parents infl u-

enced me most, though I never thought I would myself 

become a missionary.”  Now Martha serves Global 

Ministries at Doshisha University, Kyoto, where she 

teaches social welfare.  Join me as I journey with Mar-

tha from New York, the place of her birth, to Kyoto, 

Japan, her home.

Ana

Martha’s journey...

Martha writes, “I am grateful to my 

parents for teaching my siblings 

and me about Christianity in a way that 

made us want to claim it for ourselves. 

Th ey were never pushy, and that helped 

us ask questions and inspired us to fi nd 

out more. My parents’ tolerance and gentle 

example had a great infl uence on me.  Th ere 

were other infl uences that ultimately inspired 

me to my commitment to mission including two 

other missionaries I knew as a child: Carolyn Francis, 

a retired Methodist missionary; and Shizuko Oshima 

who helped start a women’s shelter in Japan. 

“When I graduated from Earlham College [a Men-

nonite college in Indiana], I thought I wanted to go to 

a country in the “Two-thirds world” to help improve 

the lives of impoverished people. Several signifi cant 

experiences led me to realize that I might have more 

to off er the world by using my bi-cultural background 

to work in the two countries that I am a part of, Japan 

and the USA, to bring about a more equitable world. 

“One experience was in India. I was staying at a Chris-

tian community in India where Christian brothers 

and sisters minister to the rural poor through medi-

cal care and education. One talk I had with a wise 

old Indian brother helped me see that there is a pov-

erty in spirit in our “wealthy societies.” and that pov-

erty in India or anywhere else cannot be eradicated 

until there are some profound changes in the coun-

tries that control the power and wealth of the world. 
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“At the time I was also struggling with 

the question of how to be a Christian 

in a non-Christian society, and was 

troubled by the apparent exclusiv-

ity and intolerance of some Christian 

evangelism. Th is wise Indian man, liv-

ing as a Christian in a predominantly 

Hindu society, said something that 

lifted the burden off  my shoulders. He 

said, ‘Martha, you just do what your 

faith asks of you. We should not worry 

about whether other faiths are right or 

wrong. Leave that up to God.’

“Another signifi cant experience was 

my first encounter with a victim of 

human traffi  cking. It was 1986 when 

the first women’s shelter opened in 

Japan. Th is shelter is for both Japanese 

women and foreign women from coun-

tries such as the Philippines and Th ailand, who are 

bought and sold into a system of slavery to work in 

the sex and entertainment industry in Japan. Th ese 

women have their passports confiscated and are 

forced into prostitution. When I heard the stories of 

these women, and the abuse and injustice they suff er, 

I felt called to commit myself to ending this present 

day slavery. I felt that the Christian church could not 

ignore reaching out to women in traffi  cked situations, 

just as Christ reached out to the foreigners and pros-

titutes of his day.”

Martha’s call to commitment led her to Washing-

ton D. C. where she worked with homeless mentally 

ill women through the Westmoreland UCC Volun-

teer Corps. Th en she returned to Asia with Global 

Ministries, fi rst as a Global Mission Intern to work at 

a women’s shelter in Tokyo.

“I felt I wanted to join in on the 

work to stop the abuse of women and 

shed light on those who profi t from 

this system of slavery. Japan and the 

United States, as major destination 

countries in this slave trade and with 

their influence in the world, must 

take the lead in putting an end to it. 

The shelter in Tokyo was started by 

the Women’s Christian Temperance 

Union. Th e Christian women’s com-

mitment to the traffi  cking issue long 

before it became a hot issue among 

other organizations says a lot about the 

Christian witness.”

The next step of Martha’s journey 

took her back to her childhood home, 

Kyoto, to work as a missionary at the 

Kyoto YWCA, “an organization com-

mitted to peace and justice issues” and home to the 

very women’s shelter that had earlier inspired her call.

Home in Japan

I would sum up my call to mission as being a part of 

the Christian witness to diverse peoples in Japan. 

Japan has been a closed society, comfortable in its 

alleged homogeneity, but globalization has changed 

that. I feel that I am part of a movement in Japan 

to open up to diversity, to make it a more tolerant 

society for minority populations - racial, ethnic, 

and gender. At the same time, my hope is to help 

the fi eld of social work and social work institutions 

become more aware of and competent in care for 

these minorities.”

Like most international missionaries, and Chris-

tians everywhere for that matter, Martha’s work and 

I am grateful to 

my parents for 

teaching my 

siblings and me 

about Christianity 

in a way that made 

us want to claim it 

for ourselves. 

f
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commitment extend far beyond the description of 

any job contract.  Her offi  cial assignment through 

Global Ministries is to teach Social Work at Doshi-

sha University, one of the oldest Christian schools 

in Japan at 130 years old.  (Along the way, Martha 

completed a Masters in Social Work at the Univer-

sity of Hawaii.)    She admits, “However, I consider 

my other involvements just as important a part of my 

work.”  Th ese involvements include:

• Kyoto YWCA: serves on the personnel commit-

tee and volunteers with “the hotline and counsel-

ing center for foreign migrant workers and their 

families. I was a part of the [hotline] start-up 10 

years ago. Many of my students have taken inter-

est and have become involved in the center.”

• Habitat for Humanity: Advisor to the campus 

chapter, through which “we participate in work 

camps in the Philippines, Korea and India, do 

fund-raising, and some [students] are active in 

outreach to the homeless [in Japan].” 

• Th e Bazaar Café: “a coff ee house ministry of our 

local church conference in Kyoto. Housed in a 

renovated missionary house (property owned 

by the United Church of Christ), the Cafe is a 

vibrant place known for good ethnic food and a 

friendly atmosphere. Lots of activities take place 

there, including Bible studies, support groups for 

persons with special needs, and a craft shop which 

sells handicrafts from a women’s cooperative in 

Th ailand as well as organic fair trade coff ee and 

tea. Bazaar Cafe is meant to be a place open to 

and accepting of diversity, a place where all people 

are welcome at the table, in the spirit of Jesus.”

Martha fi nds her work as a full time professor at 

a Japanese University both rewarding and challeng-

ing. Rewarding are “the informal times with stu-

dents when they ask questions or share their own 

stories. When they take interest in the world and in 

local issues, and start to make connections and com-

mitments to make this world a better place. When 

they ask questions about Christianity and want to 

talk about spirituality and faith.”  Challenging.... 

“Japan is a very busy society and it is hard to carve 

out space for personal needs.”  So Martha incorpo-

rates spiritual disciplines in her daily life including 

“centering prayer/meditation, daily devotional time 

(sometimes just a few minutes!)” for which she cur-

rently uses the UCC Calendar of Prayer, and exer-

cise including walking, swimming and stretching.

Meeting Christ Face-to-Face

I asked Martha to relate a time when she met God 

or Christ face-to-face.  Th is is her story:

“One of our YWCA staff  has been struggling with 

her job, the weight of the many responsibilities, the 

long hours, the diffi  culty of working with few fi nan-

cial resources, and the challenge of working with 

various personalities. She has thought of quitting a 

number of times, and came to me for counsel a num-

ber of times. Th ough talking to me seems to help, 

she still struggles. Recently she decided to go to the 

Philippines where she had lived right after college. 

Soon after her return, she called and said she wanted 

to meet. I  had been overwhelmed with work and felt 

burdened by many things. I thought she was going to 

share some problem at the YWCA. But here she was 

with this wonderful and inspiring message! 
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Questions for Refl ection
• What is it be like to be bi-cultural?  

Interview someone in your congrega-
tion whose life bridges two cultures.

• “...just do what your faith asks of you. 
We should not worry about whether 
other faiths are right or wrong. Leave 
that up to God.”  What do you think of 
this comment?  How does it apply
 to you?

• Martha names the United States as 
a “major destination country in this 
[human traffi cking] slave trade.”  
Learn more and identify a way you 
(individually or as a group) can respond.

• “The Christian women’s commitment 
to the traffi cking issue long before it 
became a hot issue among other 
organizations says a lot about the 
Christian witness.”  To what are you 
committed, as an individual or as a 
group?  What “Christian witness” do 
you display to your community?

• Examine a copy of the UCC Calendar 
of Prayer.  How can it best be used as 
a daily devotional tool?  Share your 
experiences and ideas.

Prayer Opportunities
• Students and faculty at Doshisha 

University

• Martha and her work at the Kyoto 
YWCA and the Bazaar Café

• Japan, that its people may become ever 
more open to diversity and “the other”

• Women caught in sex traffi cking, and 
for those who come to their assistance

• Global Ministries missionaries and their 
children serving around the world

Read Martha’s missionary letters at 
globalministries.com 

“She said that she had a wonderful time in the 

Philippines. Th en she said, “I would like to be bap-

tized.” She said that a conversation with a Japanese 

priest in the Philippines had been inspiring. He had 

encouraged her to entrust her worries to God and 

that would make her free. Th en she thought about 

the various Christians she knows in Japan and how 

important it is for her that she works at a Christian 

organization with the values and commitments it 

upholds. Although she works for a Christian orga-

nization and is interested in Christianity, and a few 

years ago started to attend my church, she has not felt 

the need to be baptized. On the airplane home, she 

had a moment when she said her heart “moved”-- 

that she needed to be baptized. She has heard the call. 

“Th is woman’s testimony was meeting Christ face-to-

face. Th rough this woman who had come to me for 

Christian guidance, I was given the gift of Christ.”

Joy to the World the Lord is come.

Let earth receive her king.

Let every heart prepare him room

And heaven and nature sing!

These words from one of Martha’s favourite 

hymns ring true as we look over Martha’s life.  

Bi-cultural missionary, committed to justice and 

human rights, determined to include everyone 

around Christ’s table...Not only Martha’s parents, 

but the whole church, can be proud of what God 

has done with this Missionary Kid.  Let heaven and 

nature sing!

Questions for ReflectionRR on
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Refl ections on Mixing

Loletta M. Barrett, BSW, MA, 
M.Div., D.Min. Candidate
June 25, 2005
Mix in ’06 Women’s Event
United Church of Christ, Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

Amazed, overwhelmed, awed, encouraged, sad, 

hopeful, ambivalent, exhausted,  discouraged, 

enlightened, embraced, welcomed outsider.  

So many contradictory feelings, thoughts, images, 

revelations.

The sisterhood of roommates-

Our own little commune, order.

Comradery mixed with difference.

Sharing mixed with separateness.

Busy, running, scheduled, 

too much to do see, experience, learn, 

touch, taste, smell, feel, absorb.

And yet, a time out of time.

Worship that: 

confused, saddened, even angered.  

Infused with moments of transcendent immanence.  

So gentle, so wild, so new, so primal.

Words, words, words.  

Some that cut deep and bound to what I thought was past-

oppressive moments in time.  

And then, God, Spirit, She was invoked.

Sharing of thoughts and minds, souls and hearts, that 

verged on connection, 

and yet, so short 

as to be ripping and tearingly superfi cial.  

Kind and Cruel.

LARGE crowds with LARGE music.

LOUD and FULL, moving slowly.

Moments of quiet solitude relief,

not quite enough time to be lonely.

Small women, tall women, grey, red, black, pink, brown, 

black hair, and blond too. 

Old and young, round and thin, smiling and not.  

Shapes, abilities, tongues.  

Some men too.

“I like your bag.” “I like yours too!”

Anonymous connections- hotels, convention center, airport.

And yet, there were those few moments with the Makers-

Women and Bolivia forever on the map.

 Art in all forms and mediums; 

spoken, danced, drummed, shouted, sung, strummed, 

draped, woven, painted, sculpted, sewn, photographed, 

written, cooked, presented, performed, touched, and 

touching.

Colors!  Oh, the colors!

skin, skirts, hats, shirts, shawls, blankets, lights, cups, 

angels, images, food, boxes, 

moving, holding, fl owing, draping

Altars of faces, arms, bodies, walls and tables.

Music that lifted hearts and souls, stirred feelings, 

brought images of joy and despair.  

Soft and gentle, loud and brass, blending and colliding.  

Simple words with deep meaning and tunes that will not 

leave my ears.

Excitement about ecumenism.  

Despair about division.  

Questions about empowerment while separating.

Questions about identity versus pride.

Trying, trying, trying – to understand.

Cultures, experiences, languages, geography.

Dogma and doctrine where there is supposed to be none.

Holding off processing- until more can be absorbed.

Seeking connection in a sea of individuals, groups, a crowd.  

Sitting with people I do not know- forcing myself to fi nd a 

way to engage and create relationship.

And realizing in the end the best I can hope is to go home 

alone to grow in relationship with myself and God-

And then try again at a new level next time.

Poetry Page
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Funny things, childish things, silly things.

Tickle my funny bone and stir my sense of irony.

Little old ladies holding hands- couples?

Or homophobic church members?

Giggles and smiles, 

children of all ages, 

dancing, wiggling, twirling, 

and catching ribbons.

Looking and looking and seeing no one I know.  

Then the faces of strangers become more and more 

familiar until-

 the occasion of a familiar face is a wonderful surprise 

rather than a relief 

and the face of a stranger a delight.

Time out of time. 

Set aside from all that is usual. 

Space that is not home but becomes comfortable.  

Coming back the same person I left, yet, different- in a 

way to be discerned much later.

Ideas, oh I have IDEAS.

For worship that is transformative, enlightening, -

well, at least different.

Yet I wonder how it can be the work of the many and 

not the one.

I will want to share.  But how can an experience be 

transmitted?  

Like vacation photographs you had to BE there.  

First, I must absorb.  Then process.  

I fear before even trying to fi nd a way to transmit, it will 

be lost.

I hope it will seep through my pores.

First into my cells and my very being:

the sounds, touch, taste, smells, movements, ideas, lights, 

sights, words

I experienced. 

And then having transformed me, 

may they seep out leak out, shine out, leap out from me 

to all those around me.  

“Soul talk”  

Yes that‘s the way to transmit experience and 

transformation.

The Challenge to Dream On
by  Jo Ann Chance       
c 6/06

Dream on, sisters!
Hear the children crying;
Reclaim Rachel’s love for her people;
Reclaim the hope for God’s world;
Reclaim Rachel’s holy outrage.
Dream the dreams of justice, of change.
 
We, women, distinct creations
From bones of suitable partnership,
Toil on, toil on.
Worship and give praise to our wondrous 
Creator God;
Reconnect with the water of life
And the orchard of delight;
Return with hope and dream on.
 
Now is the time;
Here is the moment
To use our creative gifts and
To pursue our missional intentions.
God is still speaking through us
As we move from respectable religion
To evangelical faith.
We must reach out to all our neighbors--
    The marginalized and the displaced;
    The least and the lost;
Challenge misconceptions and injustice;
Dare to stir history and
Not be “well-behaved,” but odd;
Listen, pray, embrace and live the joy;
Seek reconciliation, peace and unity in 
God’s love.
 
Be passionate about the possibilities,
Beloved children of God.
Hold on to hope;
Trust the Holy Spirit’s power;
Be moved to action.
Dance in harmony,
Be transformed, and
Dream, dream on!
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