
W idening the Welcome, a movement 
sponsored by the UCC’s Disabilities 

Ministries and Mental Illness Network, 
seeks to strengthen awareness of mental health, 
brain disorders and physical disorders and 
disabilities, and help congregations develop 
Accessible to All covenants and mental-
health ministries. 

“People think that becoming accessible 
means we need to spend big bucks to retrofit 
our buildings to be able to accommodate 
people in wheelchairs,” says Peggy Dunn, 
co-chair of Disabilities Ministries. “Yes, 
that is a piece of becoming more inclusive 
of people with physical mobility issues, but 
the topic is a whole lot bigger than that. The 
topic is really more attitudinal than it is 
architectural. People with disabilities will 
tell you that grants are important, but the 
attitude of inclusion is the more important 
shift.”

In 2012, the UCC’s Disabilities Ministries 
and Mental Illness Network awarded its first 
grants to five UCC Conferences. The selected 
Conferences will form “inclusion teams” 
to raise awareness and help congregations 
become accessible to all. 

Accessibility Attitudes

An earthquake devastates northeast Japan. 
Violent spring weather puts areas of 

the United States in peril. An earthquake 
destroys cities in Haiti. Thanks to donations 
received from UCC members and congregations 
in the annual One Great Hour of Sharing 

offering, 
UCC partners 
throughout the 
world receive 
emergency 
funds to help 
devastated 
communities 
recover. 
Additionally, 

church members and congregations throughout 
the United States volunteer in countless ways to 
help communities struck by disaster.

UCC members, churches, associations and 
conferences also respond when the disaster 
ministries office issues an alert, like the one 
released in March 2012 to deliver assistance 
to areas of the U.S. midwest affected by 
torrential storms. Regardless of where relief 
and long-term recovery efforts are needed, 
“the United Church of Christ is committed to 
walking alongside our brothers and sisters,” 
says Florence Coppola, UCC executive for 
national disaster ministries. “We stand first 
in our commitment to move communities 
toward recovery.” 

Disaster Response

“A lot of people say the youth are the future,” 
said one teen at the 2011 General Synod in 

Tampa, Fla., “but I would like to think that the 
youth are now. The youth is the present. We’re 
helping, we’re working, and we’re a part of this 
church.”

The UCC’s youth ministry is committed to 
leadership, spiritual formation and youth 
advocacy by providing resources and via 
denomination-wide events like the National 
Youth Event and General Synod. In Tampa, 
UCC youth members volunteered at local 
agencies to serve meals and care for stray 
animals. They also led two “keep fit” flash 
mobs, one in the city and one on the plenary 
stage.

“We really care about people all over the world, 
and we’ll do anything we can to help,” said one 
youth volunteer at the Tampa Synod. 

Another teen concurred. “We’re here to help 
communities, no matter what.”

Youth Ministries
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Two hundred years ago, five young adults 
changed the world by deciding to devote 

their lives to overseas mission and ministry. 
Today, those efforts are reflected in Global 

Ministries of the UCC 
and the Christian 
Church (Disciples of 
Christ), and their 
intern program for 
young adults: people 
like Ellen Channels, 
who worked in an arts 

ministry program with children in South 
Africa; and Aaron Wiggins, who interned as 
an environmental justice advocate in Fiji. 

Plenty of volunteer opportunities also exist in 
the United States, thanks to the UCC’s Young 
Adult Service Communities program. In 
Phoenix, for example, Betsy Stirbens worked 
with senior citizens through Church of the 
Beatitudes UCC, while Charu Vijayakumar 
helped with refugee resettlement efforts. 

Perhaps Patrick Bentrott, former missionary 
to Haiti, puts it best: “The greatest risk,” 
he says of volunteer and mission work, “ is 
that your life will never be the same.” And 
all while making a difference in the lives of 
others. 

Young Adults in Mission

In September 2011, the UCC’s Environmental 
Justice Center opened at Pilgrim Firs Camp 

and Conference Center near Seattle. The center 
trains individuals in how to help churches 
and communities change their environmental 
impact, and how to advocate for local, state and 
national environmental justice policies. This 
powerful curriculum will be made available in 
other locations so as to focus on environmental 
concerns within other communities.

The Pilgrim Firs immersion center is the fourth 
UCC-sponsored center in the United States, 
each focused on a specific area of concern. 
“The whole idea is to do immersion experiences 
in a contextual way,” says the Rev. M. Linda 
Jaramillo, executive minister of the UCC’s 
Justice and Witness Ministries. “Not only do 
we get to be in that environment, but we’re 
changed and we can never go back to who we 
were before this experience.”

Other sites include Centro Romero in San 
Ysidro, Calif., providing education on U.S. and 
Mexican border issues; Franklinton Center at 
Bricks in Whitakers, N.C., providing training 
on issues of racial justice, economic justice and 
leadership development; and the Washington, 
D.C., office of Justice and Witness Ministries, 
which focuses on providing advocating skills on 
issues of national and international policy.  

Justice Immersion Centers

Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) 
funds the work we do in the Conferences and in 
the national and global church. OCWM funds 
are invested in programs, resources, and 
tools needed to keep local United Church of 
Christ churches strong, effective, and growing.

OCWM helps provide pastoral placement 
and education for church leaders; worship 
materials and theological interpretation; 
resources and training for stewardship and 
fundraising; and so much more.

We are one church –– a united and uniting 
church.

We are the United Church of Christ.

The ministry projects you’ll read about 
in this brochure live the UCC’s core values 
of continuing testament, extravagant welcome, 
and changing lives. Our call is to tell the good 
news of the Stillspeaking God so that all who 
seek the healing love of Jesus Christ can hear.

The greatest 

risk is that your 

life will never 

be the same.

“

what is
Our Church’s Wider Mission?

in the united church of christ, 
we proclaim the good news 
of the Stillspeaking God by 
building upon our core values:

Continuing Testament
We are committed to hearing God’s ancient 
story anew and afresh. We listen for God’s 
voice in scripture, music, science, reason, 
prayer, and rigorous debate. We prepare 
leaders who are prepared for ministry in the 
present and future church.

Extravagant Welcome
We insist that God’s table is open, and God’s 
gift and claim in baptism are irrevocable. 
We advocate justice for all. We teach that 
evangelism is mission. We are an ecumenical, 
interfaith, united and uniting church.

Changing Lives
We teach and preach about the transforming 
love of Jesus Christ. We believe that churches 
must be vital places of worship, learning, and 
service. We proclaim God’s redemptive power 
in individual lives, political systems, and 
governmental policies.

No matter who you are, or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.
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