
Acting on their call to work for justice to enhance the lives of
children and families, 2012 Neighbors in Need grant recipient,
United Center for Caring  of Jackson, MI, along with the

Partnership Park Downtown Neighborhood Association and St. John’s
UCC held their annual Community Baby Shower (CBS) and Baby
Expo in July 2012. This vital program, begun in 2007, has touched the
lives of hundreds of low-income families in Jackson County. In 2012,
more fathers than ever attended the event.  Mothers, too, were excited
to be offered a new opportunity to participate in a “Mothers Support
Group” which offered parenting tips. 

The CBS has grown over the years. Clothing for infants and children,
strollers, baby toiletries and diapers, and portable cribs are donated—
all with the goal of helping families to better care for their children.
According to Donna Benedict, program coordinator, “Mothers were
appreciative of the participating agencies that provided information
and resources to the families.  Participating agencies were appreciative
of the contacts they made with the families. CBS offered opportunities
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to register to vote, healthy eating tips including recipes, and an
understanding of how to sooth your child when they’re crying.”  

In 2011, the Baby Expo was added. Ten local agencies provide literature
that informs families of each agency’s service and how to access them. A
participating parent said, “The Community Baby Shower provided me
and my baby support. Two weeks before the Baby Shower there was a
fire in one of the apartments of the house I live in. There was so much
smoke damage that I had to throw away a lot of things I had for my baby.
The people at the Baby Shower gave my baby clothes, diapers, and a
portable crib. They also gave me baby blankets and other essentials I
had lost due to the smoke damage. 

“I am forever grateful for the things they gave me. I don’t know what I
would have done without their help. This is a much needed outreach for
our community. I didn’t know there was such a thing as the Community
Baby Shower until my counselor suggested I go. I feel that there should
be opportunities like this in every community.”  

To learn more about this program visit: www.stjohnsunited.org or like
Partnership Park Downtown Neighborhood Association on Facebook.

With your support, Neighbors in Need is Imagining a World
Without Poverty.
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Neighbors in Need (NIN) ) is a special mission offering of the UCC that supports ministries
of justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds support the
Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's

Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy
efforts, and direct service projects.


