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by Deborah Bailey

. . . and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God?—Micah 6:8
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Greetings to each of you as your prepar-
ations and planning get underway for
Women’s Week 2002, beginning with
Women’s Week Sunday, February 3, 2002,
and moving through the daily meditations
ending with Saturday, February 9, 2002.
The artwork on the cover of this issue of
Common Lot is one of the United Church
of Christ’s bulletin-cover options available
to local churches on February 3, 2002,
through the UCC Bulletin Service.

Months ago, when I checked out the
common lectionary text for February 3,
I was delighted to see that we would be
studying the familiar text above from Micah.
I immediately began to think about how I
could collaborate with UCC staff women
from the other Covenanted Ministries on a
variety of themes related to this text. Then,
all of that planning suddenly took on a to-
tally new meaning in the days following the
horrific events of September 11, 2001.
I wonder, will any of us read this or any other
scripture text in the same way ever again?
Exactly what is being required of us in the
weeks and months ahead? How does this text
from Micah speak to you? As I’ve spoken
with women during the last few weeks about
their struggles concerning this tragedy, I’m
struck by the number of women who ques-
tion: “Why aren’t we hearing more women’s
voices on this subject?” In response to that
question, Common Lot has gathered the
voices of several women who were eager to
reflect with readers exactly where they are
in this life-changing struggle that affects our
entire human family.

As the reading of our lectionary text
begins, Micah has set the stage with an
image of a court of law. The people of Israel
are being reminded not only of the many
ways God has guided and nurtured them,
but also the ways in which they have not
kept the covenant. Out of this indicted
community, the focus finally narrows to one
individual who asks the question on

everyone’s mind, “What do you want from
me?” As the individual begins bargaining
with offering after offering, the prophet steps
forward and clearly and succinctly reminds
each of us exactly what God requires. God
isn’t interested in our possessions, but rather
in our actions. We are being asked to walk
with God, love like God, and do justice.
Doing justice is often difficult; it requires
action and fairness on our part. How are we
called to do justice? As one of the daily medi-
tation writers points out, God isn’t nearly as
interested in our Sunday worship persona
as in how we behave toward others each of
the other days of the week. Another of our
writers talks about this issue as “a realm
where there is no exclusion, marginalization,
or oppression.” How do we live in commu-
nity as the new Israel?

Then, of course, assuming we figure out
how to “do” justice, we’re immediately
confronted by the responsibility of loving
kindness. Another of the meditation
writers asks us to love kindness, not just in
our behavior toward friend and neighbor,
but also among those we don’t know, our
global neighbors, and perhaps even those we
call enemies. Our worship suggests we “be
transformed into steadfast lovers of others.”
How do we love like God? How do we see
each other as children of God? In the
worship service for Women’s Week, we are
being asked to challenge our apathy, our
lifestyle, and our values and to hear God’s
call to make a difference and change the way
things are. I see this as thinking “outside the
conventional box”—seeing and hearing with
a new clarity and a new covenant.

Despite our aching hearts and a para-
lyzing sense of powerlessness among our
human family, my prayer for each of us is
that the meditations and worship contained
in these pages will help us in the days, weeks,
and months ahead to discern more clearly
our responsibility toward God’s call to seek
ways to “do justice, love kindness, and walk
humbly with our God.”

WE3701
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Women of the ELCA invite Women of the ELCA invite Women of the ELCA invite Women of the ELCA invite Women of the ELCA invite YOUYOUYOUYOUYOU
to an event to an event to an event to an event to an event forforforforfor young women, young women, young women, young women, young women,

planned planned planned planned planned bybybybyby young women! young women! young women! young women! young women!

Goal of Young Women Seeing Visions at the 2002 Triennial Gathering:
To provide a space for young women to explore and nurture their spirituality.

For more information about the Women of the ELCA Triennial Gathering, go to
<http://www.elca.org/wo/events/tg/02/index.html>. Information about “Young Women Seeing Visions,”

including registration information, will be posted later in the year 2001.

See you in PhiladelphiaSee you in PhiladelphiaSee you in PhiladelphiaSee you in PhiladelphiaSee you in Philadelphia
in July of 2002!in July of 2002!in July of 2002!in July of 2002!in July of 2002!

Young women will be especially welcome at the 2002
Women of the ELCA Triennial Gathering in Philadelphia.

A special track for young women, called “Young Women Seeing Visions,” will take place July 11–14.
Not only is this for young women, but it is planned by young women!

November 2, 2001
World Community Day
Church Women United

March 15–17, 2002
6th New England Women’s Celebration
Burlington VT

June 7–9, 2002
UCC Women of Michigan Gathering

June 10–15, 2002
South Dakota Conference
Women’s Camp

MA R K  YO U R  C A L E N D A R S

June 19–23, 2002
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Quadrennial Assembly
Louisville KY

July 11–14, 2002
Women of the ELCA Triennial Gathering
Philadelphia PA
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Register

Now!
Come join ourChristian Church(Disciples of Christ)Sisters
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The Rev. Noelle Damico

Around 701 B.C.E., the prophet Micah1 pro-
nounced judgment against the magistrates
and chiefs of Jerusalem because they op-

pressed the poor in Judah. The words of
Micah the Moreshite2 are but the first layer
of the biblical book of Micah we find in our

Bible today. Over the next two hundred years,
scribes enlarged Micah’s prophecy. Each edit
and addition was an attempt to be faithful in

interpreting God’s word in new and bewil-
dering situations.

Biblical scholar James L. Mays helpfully

outlines the three major historical periods
during which the book of Micah was devel-
oped. Micah’s prophetic judgments, which

were originally pronounced against the rul-
ing class of Jerusalem just prior to
Sennacherib’s Assyrian invasion in 701 C.E.,

are found in segments of the first three chap-
ters of the book. But Micah’s prophecy was
remembered and employed a hundred years

later as a critique of Jerusalem’s rulers during
the time of Jeremiah when Babylon invaded
Judah. During the Judahite exile in Babylon

following Jerusalem’s destruction in 587
B.C.E., Hebrew scribes added additional sec-
tions to the Micah prophesy, reflecting their

hope that YHWH would again restore Jerusa-
lem as a site of international worship and
peace. This hope was temporarily fulfilled

when the exiles were freed by the Edict of

Cyrus of Persia (530 B.C.E.), returning

home to rebuild the temple, circa 515
B.C.E. According to Mays, the book of the
prophet Micah was finally completed by the

end of the fifth century B.C.E.
Biblical scholar Itumeleng J. Mosala has

helpfully classified the sections of the Micah

text according to their creation in each pe-
riod.3 The A, A/B, B, and C refer to layers
of textual tradition within Micah. It is in-

structive to read Micah layer by layer. Try it!
See if you can notice changes in the pro-
phetic theme, the audience, the speaker, and

the situation.

Textual Layers within the
Book of Micah
A. Micah 1:10–16; 2:1–5, 8-9; 3:8–12;
5:9–14; 6:9–15
The Assyrian invasion and subsequent occu-
pation of Jerusalem in 701 B.C.E. during the
reign of Hezekiah.

Micah 1:8–9; 4:3–4
Micah A/B: texts on the border of these two
periods where the B editors’ hands have re-
worked sections of A prophecy.

B. Micah 1:5b–7; 2:6–7, 10–11; 3:1–7;4

5:1, 4–6; 6:1–8, 16; 7:1–7
King Josiah ‘s Reforms (620 B.C.E.) through

the Babylonian siege of Jerusalem in 598

B.C.E., when Josiah’s third son, Mattaniah,
was renamed Zedekiah by Babylonian King
Nebuchadrezzar and was installed as vassal

ruler of Judah.

C. Micah 1:1–Sa; 2:12–13; 4:1–2, 5–13;
5:2–3, 7-8; 7:8–20
The Babylonian Exile (587 B.C.E.) when
thousands were deported to Babylon where they
continued to dream of Jerusalem’s restoration.

Micah 6:1–8 is part of layer B. From

the reign of Josiah until the exile, the addi-
tions to Micah were very “generalized” pro-
phetic judgments.

In layer A, Micah’s prophecies are di-
rected at the “rulers” of Jerusalem that have
forgone Mispat (justice) for their own self-

aggrandizement. Mays explains, “Mispat it-
self is the tradition of values and guidelines
which govern conduct in economic and so-

cial affairs and decisions of the courts of el-
ders and heads which managed this realm
of life. The focus of Micah’s indictment was

the willful violation of this tradition in both
conduct and courts (cf Micah 3:11) on the
part of those who were responsible for the

administration of justice.”5 The specific
problem was that large landowners were
grabbing the small farms that provided sub-

sistence to the common people. The wealthy

Dear Friends:

The worship resources for this issue of Common Lot have been adapted from liturgical and biblical material
I created for the Micah 6 Project, a justice-based, congregational renewal program of the National Council
of Churches. This project helps congregations integrate justice advocacy with compassionate service and
discipleship. Through discernment questions, theological reflections, children’s materials, and worship,
congregations are invited to discover how each of the three dimensions of Micah’s famous phrase strengthen and
illumine the others.
     I am grateful to Common Lot for the opportunity to share these resources with you. For those who are
interested in learning more about the Micah 6 Project, you may call its national coordinator, Nancy Theoharris,
at 877.MICAH.60 and visit <www.micah6.org>. May our worship and our work be one, announcing God’s new
way!

Shalom,
The Rev. Noelle Damico

The Rev. Noelle Damico directs the United Church of Christ’s Justice and Peace Action Network out of the Washington, D.C.,
office of Justice and Witness Ministries. The Network is our denomination’s grassroots advocacy community. The Justice and
Peace Action Network provides weekly legislative alerts while Congress is in session, an annual Issues Briefing Book, periodic
alerts in a wide range of areas, and the opportunity to network with other UCC advocates. To sign up for the network, go to
<www.ucc.org/justice> and click on the Justice and Peace Action Network button. For more information, contact Noelle at
<damicon@ucc.org> or at 202.543.1517.

Background
for Reading
Micah 6:8
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were “adding field to field” and converting

the fields from subsistence crops, like wheat
and barley, to crops that produced valuable
exports, like olive oil.

Unlike layer A, in layer B no names are
named. Itumeleng J. Mosala explains, “Be-
cause of their differential relationship to

power, especially in the historical context of
Josiah’s reform and of the Babylonian siege
of Jerusalem, the B-stage ideologists broad-

ened the indictment against the Jerusalemite
and Judean ruling classes to include a com-
prehensive notion of cultic and political

idolatry—the practice of pagan religion and
trust in military security.”6

Which brings us to Micah 6:1–8, which

is a part of this secondary layer. This par-
ticular text portrays a courtroom scene where
Judah is on trial for not keeping covenant. If

the passage was written during the Josiah re-
forms, it speaks primarily to proper worship.
The juxtaposition of sacrifices to faithfulness

makes it an appropriate passage for examin-
ing worship and the continuity between what
we proclaim and what we live. However, if

the passage was written during the
Babylonian siege and occupation of Jerusa-
lem, the scribes penned these words in very
different circumstances. Were the scribes

afraid to indict their Babylonian occupiers
or the Judahite leaders who collaborated with
them? Notice they have forsaken Micah’s

original indictments for vague imperatives:
do justice, love kindness, walk humbly with
your God. Have they domesticated Micah’s

original challenge by not “naming names?”
Or does their general call serve as an address
to all Israelites to live the covenant even while

under occupation by a foreign (pagan) na-
tion and reflect a new connection between
their experience of occupation and their ex-

ploitation of the poor against which Micah
eloquently prophesied? As we consider how
the scribes reinterpreted and added to Micah’s

words, we may fruitfully ask ourselves:

• When does our reinterpretation of
God’s word domesticate its claim upon
our lives?

• When has our rhetoric about justice

subtly helped us avoid God’s call to
live differently?

• In our understanding of YHWH call
to do justice and show steadfast love,
how do we take account of the many
ways people are exploited—economi-
cally, psychologically, culturally?

• In a pluralistic society, how do we
“walk humbly with our God” among
people of other faiths?

Notes
1. Micah is the short for the Hebrew name that

means “Who is like YHWH.”

2. According to James L. Mays, Moresheth is prob-

ably the Moresheth of Oath that has been iden-

tified with the site Tell el-Judeideh some twenty-

five miles southwest of Jerusalem. It overlooked

the coastal plain and was not only a pastoral vil-

lage, but also a strongly fortified defense post

that guarded the western approach to Jerusalem.

Mays writes, “Military and administrative offi-

cials would have frequented the town and

brought the interests of the Jerusalem govern-

ment to bear on the community’s life.” See Mays,

Micah: A Commentary (Philadelphia: Westmin-

ster Press, 1976), 15.

3. Itumeleng J. Mosala, “A Materialist Reading of

Micah,” The Bible and Liberation: Political and

Social Hermeneutics, ed. Norman K. Gottwald

and Richard A. Horsely (Maryknoll: Orbis

Books, 1993), 272.

4. James L. Mays places all of chap. 3 of Micah in

what Mosala would call “Layer A.” I agree with

Mays’ judgment. Therefore, in the opening seg-

ment of Journeying with Micah (forthcoming),

you will hear the whole of chap. 3 in the con-

text of the Assyrian invasion in 701 B.C.E.

5. Mays, Micah, 19.

6. Mosala, “A Materialist Reading of Micah,” 282.

Children’s Message
Scripture: Micah 6:6–8
Theological Focus: Justice means making sure

everybody has enough to live fully.

A long time ago, God spoke to us through a man
named Micah. And Micah said that to please God

we should do justice, love kindness, and walk
humbly with God. Have any of you ever heard
the word “justice” before? Justice is a big word.

But it simply means that we are to make sure
that everybody has enough. What does justice
mean? (Make sure that everybody has enough.)
Prompt them to repeat it louder a few times by say-
ing “What does justice mean?” (Pause) “I can’t hear
you! What does justice mean?”
     Whoever had breakfast this morning, raise
your hand! (Allow time for them to raise their
hands.) Whoever slept in their bed at home last

night, raise your hand! (Let them answer.) Who-
ever has ever been sick and gone to the doctor to
get help, raise your hand! (Let them answer.) It’s
wonderful that when we are hungry, our parents
give us something to eat. How good it is that when
we are tired we have our own safe bed to sleep in.
And that when we are sick, we can go to the doc-

tor to get better. Having food to eat, a safe home,
and a doctor to go to helps us live. But there are
people in the world, even in our own neighbor-

hood who do not have all of these things that are
important for life.
     Select three children and give them each a bas-
ket of candy to hold. Explain that they are not to eat
the candy. Those of us who have food, and a home,
and can go to the doctor, are like these three chil-
dren who have a basket of candy. But there are other
people in our world who do not have these impor-
tant things. They are like the rest of us who don’t
have any candy.
     Remember that guy named Micah? He re-
minds us that God wants us to “do justice”—

what does that mean, “to make sure everybody
has enough”? So what do you think the folks with
the baskets of candy should do? (Share them; give
them to everybody . . . ) OK, people with the bas-
kets, share what you have!
     We are like the people with the baskets who

have more than enough. God asks us to “do jus-
tice” to “make sure everybody has enough.”

e
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Sharing of O
ur T

ithes and O
fferings as a Sign of K

eeping

   C
ovenant w

ith G
od

C
ovenant L

itany
Leader:

Let us covenant anew
 to be faithful follow

ers of G
od.

W
ith w

hat shall w
e com

e before the L
O

R
D?

People:
Shall w

e com
e w

ith burnt offerings?

Leader:
W

ill G
od be pleased w

ith sacrifices?

People:
Shall w

e give our firstborn for our sins?

Leader:
G

od has told you, O
 M

ortal, w
hat is good.

People:
W

hat does the L
O

R
D require but to do justice, and to love kindness,

and to w
alk hum

bly w
ith our G

od?

Leader:
G

od, w
e are excited and em

boldened on this day of com
m

itm
ent.

People:
W

e long to serve and strengthen those w
ho are suffering.

Leader:
In this w

orld of injustice, violence, and hate, it is easy to becom
e apathetic.

People:
B

ut w
e refuse to pretend that w

e can do nothing to change the
“w

ay things are.”

Leader:
W

e know
 som

etim
es change takes a long tim

e.

People:
W

e are prepared to keep w
alking w

ith you and those in need, as to-
gether w

e live a new
 w

ay that reflects your intention for creation.

Leader:
W

e yearn to know
 you m

ore com
pletely G

od.

People:
M

ay this journey of service, advocacy, and w
orship form

 us anew
 in

your im
age.

Leader:
Inhabit our sanctuary and our streets w

ith your presence.

People:
Inhabit our hearts and our actions w

ith your com
passion.

Leader:
T

hrough prayer and song, study, and w
ork, w

e seek alw
ays to grow

 closer
to you by grow

ing closer to one another.

People:
M

ay our w
orship and our w

ork be one, proclaim
ing your justice,

m
ercy, and faithful presence in this w

orld.

tenacity of M
icah to accom

pany those w
ho are victim

s and survivors of injustice. W
e ask

your Spirit of Shalom
 to dw

ell in the m
idst of fear and violence especially in . . . (add

specific petitions).

K
ind Friend, w

ho stays w
ith us through all tim

es and in all circum
stances, w

e pray for
our com

m
unity. W

e pray for our church leaders and for our clergy. W
e give thanks for all

w
ho quietly m

inister unrecognized, except by you. W
e rem

em
ber those w

ho are ill, those
w

ho are dying, and those w
ho are grieving loved ones. W

e rem
em

ber those w
ho are being

born, those w
ho are birthing, those w

ho are celebrating. W
e especially rem

em
ber . . .

(add specific petitions). K
nit us together as a com

m
unity of care. M

ay our w
orship help us

engage, not avoid, the challenges of living your covenant. Let our liturgy help us see the
w

orld through your eyes and learn how
 to live faithfully in it.

H
um

ble Savior, let us know
 the right m

easure of ourselves and our right place in cre-
ation. Som

e of us struggle to know
 our w

orth, others of us have inflated senses of our
ow

n im
portance. Strong brother w

ho w
as neither too proud to associate w

ith outcasts
nor too fearful to speak truth to pow

er, guide us as w
e endeavor to live w

ith justice and
w

ith peace. A
m

en.

H
ym

n “O
 G

od of E
arth and A

ltar” (T
he N

ew
 C

entury H
ym

nal  582)

L
itany of Identity and H

ope
Leader:

People of G
od, w

ho are you?

People:
W

e are an ecum
enical com

m
unity w

ho
believes that G

od is calling us to m
ake a

difference in our neighborhood and in our w
orld.

Leader:
A

nd w
hat does G

od ask of us?
People:

T
hat w

e do justice, love kindness, and w
alk

hum
bly w

ith G
od.

Leader:
W

e have been created by G
od to live together. G

od
has entrusted us w

ith caring for each other and creation. W
hen w

e ignore
those w

ho suffer, w
hen w

e isolate ourselves from

the im
m

igrant, and w
hen w

e distance ourselves from
 the poor, w

e fracture
our com

m
unity and break covenant w

ith G
od.

People:
Indeed! T

he prophet M
icah describes a w

hole
new

 w
orld that w

ill com
e from

 keeping covenant
w

ith G
od; a w

orld w
here G

od’s house of
w

orship is the place w
here peoples travel to learn

G
od’s justice, w

here w
eapons are dism

antled, and
stolen land is returned.
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Monday
Polar Shifts

I vividly remember learning about polar shifts, years ago in a college geology class.
The earth’s records tell a story that sounded to me like science fiction, in which
the magnetic poles of the earth rather suddenly and inexplicably reversed, north

to south, south to north. Today, I don’t remember the actual havoc wreaked by
this phenomenon or the dire projections of chaos should such a thing recur. What
does remain clear in my memory is the sense of freedom and fear, awe and dread,

that accompanied the realization that such an unthinkable thing had actually oc-
curred. Subject not to the laws of science, nor even probability, the world had
simply turned upside down.

This sense echoes within me as I ponder Micah’s judgment and call today,
not two weeks after the unthinkable events of September 11, 2001. Once again,
the world is upside down. Today it is feelings, not logic, that have swung wildly

out of orbit. For a brief moment, I am not sure I know what is thinkable, or
reasonable, or ordinary. Yet in the terrible moments and hours of these days, God
has entered into the impossible. With unbidden grace, human kindness, humility,
and justice have emerged. We have seen our common calling—awesome and

simple—in one another’s eyes.
At one time I thought God did require the “sacrifice” of pain and loss to enter

into the world in this way. So often, pain does lead to new life. But I have come to

recognize that a sense of the holy can also come in a flash or a moment of recog-
nition, unbidden in the midst of the ordinary. As Micah reminds us, it is really
very simple and basic.

A sense of reality reasserts itself among us in talk of war and peace, strategies,
and the definition of justice. I feel the familiar pull of gravity, the desire to pick up
where I left off when the world stopped and regain my opinions and my politics

and my sense of the possible. Yet, I pray to surrender to that transforming pres-
ence.

For God has told us what is good.

1. Think of a time in which your world turned upside down. How did you
experience God in this?

2. Many people describe experiences of God entering their lives, not through
the extraordinary, but the events of daily life: walking the dog, doing the
laundry. Have you had such an experience? What was it like?

3. If you have had a sense of God’s presence in your life, how has it affected you?
Has it changed your life, your attitude, has it stayed with you in some way?w
aw

Christy Trudo
Leadership and Ministry Lay Coordinator
Parish Life and Leadership, Local Church Ministries
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Maria de Lourdes Porrata
Minister for Poverty and Hunger, Justice and Witness Ministries
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Tuesday
. . . and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.

      —Micah 6:8

The prophet Micah is conveying a message of deliverance from a God who is just

and merciful. Nonetheless, the people of those times were not listening. They
were getting deeper and deeper into their greed for riches. This created an increas-
ing gap between the rich and the poor. The poor were oppressed with no recourse

in the courts of law because of corrupt judges. So Micah speaks out and champi-
ons their cause. Micah denounces the invasion of Assyria. Does this sound familiar?
In what ways? Who are the champions of today?

Micah clearly details and stresses to the people what God hates. God hates
idolatry, injustice, rebellion, and empty ritualism. God will not tolerate these, and
there is a heavy price to pay if we don’t change our evil ways.

     In light of the horrific terrorist attacks on the morning of September 11, 2001,
and all that has happened politically since then, I ask: In what ways are idolatry,
injustice, rebellion, and empty ritualism manifested by the attackers and the United
States? Does God justify this behavior? Does God still offer to our undeserved humanity
grace and unconditional love?

September 11, 2001, not only marks the date the United States was brutally

attacked, but, for me, it also marks the day people paused to seek “holy ground”—
wherever they chose to gather and pray—to place their grief in God’s magnificent
court of love and justice. People, by the thousands, even those who may have

strayed from God’s loving hands, went searching for answers and strength.
Why us God? Who did this? Why? Some people think that the September 11

attack was a way of provoking the United States to enter into a “holy war.” Others

say it was a “grievance” attack. It is said that a deeply felt grievance provides a
social environment from which fanatics can gain support. Why do they hate the
United States so much? What are we guilty of? I am certain many more questions

were taken to God for a quick response and to make sense out of the pain and
suffering throughout the country and other nations.

Getting back to Micah 6:8: What does the Lord require of us? We know that

the God of Micah, our God, is the same today as in yesterday. God’s answer never
changes. What was asked then applies today.  The evil happening and affecting the
entire world is not God’s doing.

     Now, consider this: How did you or where did you see terrorism in our homeland
before September 11, 2001?

. . . Think . . . War against Poverty, Universal Health Care. Are there other
things? People are terrorized when they don’t know where their next meal is com-
ing from—terrorized having to decide whether to buy groceries or buy medicine.

. . . Why? . . . Try to answer this question. Meanwhile . . . do justice and love

kindness and walk humbly with your God.
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Wednesday
Everybody Wants to Live

Our neighbors are quiet, hardworking people. Since they don’t have a car, we often see them
passing by on foot, posture erect, with an air of dignity and determination. Nine years ago, they
managed to buy another two-family home, and then used the rental income to buy a conve-

nience store. Their self-discipline and simple lifestyle make me aware of our family’s tendencies
towards self-indulgence—driving when we could walk, buying things we don’t really need,
hiring help instead of learning how to do things by ourselves. Yesterday, the mom was sitting on

the porch when I came home. Her English isn’t that good, so usually we just wave. But this time,
I stopped to chat.

“How are you?” I ask.

“Fine, how are you?” she responds.
“Fine, how is your family?” I ask.
“Fine, how is your family?” she responds.

“Fine, all fine,” I answer. Then I pause. “How is everyone in your country?”
It is her turn to pause. She’s from Pakistan. She looks deeply into my eyes. Hers swell with

tears, and she takes a deep breath. Then, softly and slowly, “It’s not good.”

“No,” I reply. “It’s not good.”
“This is bad,” she says.
“Yes, it’s bad,” I answer.
She struggles to find the words. “Maybe one man does this, and a whole country suffers,” she

says. “It doesn’t matter where you’re from. Everybody wants life.”
“Yes,” I say. “Everyone wants to live.”
What else is there to say? “Well, take care,” I mutter.

“Yes, you take care, too,” she says.
The day’s newspaper described an Afghani soldier who knew almost nothing about America.

His ignorance made it easy for him to hate us, to express his glee about the World Trade disaster.

The journalist showed him close-up pictures of the victims—men covered with ashes, women
with torn clothing, people jumping. The human reality of the suffering gave him pause. He
didn’t quit the army, but at least for a moment, the photos pierced through the propaganda and

made him think about the hopes, pains, and fears that we share as human beings.
On Sunday night, I saw the air strikes on TV. Since they were at night, it was hard to see

much besides the bursting of the bombs. Like the TV images from the Gulf War ten years ago,

they looked more like a video game than real-life destruction. We are told that, except for a few
errors, the bombs are closely targeted at terrorist training camps and away from civilian centers.

I walk up the drive to my house. I think about the food our neighbors have shared with us,

about watching each other’s kids grow up, about the tomatoes we’ve been giving them to make
up for the plant we broke while taking out our old garage. For my neighbor, watching the bombs
burst was not like any video game, and the human reality of her suffering gave me pause. It made

me think about the hopes, pains, and fears we share as human beings.
My neighbor is right. It doesn’t matter where you’re from. Everybody wants to live.

1. Many of us showed kindness to the victims in New York. How can we also show kindness to
our Arab and Muslim neighbors? How far should our kindness extend?

2. What does it mean to “walk humbly with God” in these times?

Nozomi Ikuta
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Barbara T. Baylor, MPH, CHES
Minister for Health and Wellness Programs
Economic Justice Team—Justice and Witness Ministries

Thursday
Tend-and-Befriend

As I focused on the key scripture verse for the Women’s Week edition of Common
Lot, the words “love,” “kindness,” and “mercy” loomed large in my mind. Kind-
ness and mercy. Webster’s dictionary says of these words: “To exhibit feelings of

compassion, the alleviation of distress, to bring about relief or to comfort.” Com-
fort, I thought; that is what the Lord is requiring of us now. But how do we
comfort those who have witnessed unspeakable horror? How do we comfort those

who are victims of fear and terror? I wondered how we, those of us generally
affected, but not specifically and personally affected by all that has happened,
could begin to comfort. What words could we say; what gestures of kindness

would be meaningful? What can we say to those for whom this tragedy will live
forever? to those who will find themselves continually being reminded and will
respond as though this terrifying event was still occurring in the present? to those

who will experience a numbing, a shutting down of responsiveness, a sense that
one is just not one’s self? to those who experience a loss of connection of things
previously of interest? to those who feel intense fear and a sense of hopelessness
and helplessness? to those who will have a kind of reexperiencing of the trauma

that will take the form of flashbacks, nightmares, depression, panic attacks, am-
nesia, or possible substance abuse? All of these experiences and feelings are the
numbing or withdrawal symptoms of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Syndrome

(PTSD).1 PTSD is the recurrent emotional reaction to a terrifying, uncontrol-
lable, life-threatening event. What do we say to those experiencing PTSD?

Anyone can be affected PTSD—men, women, children, young and old alike.

However, research has shown that more than twice as many women as men expe-
rience PTSD following exposure to trauma (8% men, 20% women).2 Research is
also showing that men and women react to stress in very different ways. Many of

us are familiar with the “fight or flight” response to stress, a psychological re-
sponse that mobilizes the body to fight with or run away from what is stressing us.
Both men and women experience this response; however, recently, Dr. Shelly Tay-

lor, Ph.D., described a very different pattern in the way women respond to acute
stress. Dr. Taylor has coined the phrase “tend-and-befriend.” It seems that females
under stress nurture themselves and their young (“tending”) and form alliances

with others (“befriending”).3

This response kicks in after the fight or flight response because females feel a
strong need to protect their young in stressful situations and a need to create or

maintain networks with family, friends, and others who may be experiencing similar
trauma. The attack on the World Trade Center has left most of us feeling vulner-
able. Many women now feel vulnerable and are trying to raise young children

alone. They are trying to instill in their children a hope for a future. What does
the Lord require of us?—that we tend and befriend. Victims and survivors willw
aw

w
aw
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not be able to recover in isolation. What is
needed is real human caring. We must truly

find it in our hearts to care for somebody
else. Survivors must be able to look into our
eyes and see kindness and compassion. They

need to see a gentle spirit that really wants
to give them assistance.

What does the Lord require
of us? That we love kindness,
show mercy, and be
“Tenders-and-Befrienders”

How Can We Be

“Tenders-and-Befrienders”?

Some tips for working with persons with
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder

1. Engage in one-on-one discussion and
try to understand the degree of safeness
one feels

2. Be a good listener. Allow the person to
talk, to ramble, to cry.

3. Pray with and for the person

4. Investigate mental health resources and
providers that deal with crisis interven-
tion and share this information in a
handout.

5. Form a support group for victims and
survivors. Invite a qualified mental
health provider or crisis counselor to
facilitate

6. Volunteer to keep the children, so mom
or dad may have a break

7. Prepare a “comfort food” mixer. Serve
comfort foods such as macaroni and
cheese, chicken soup, spaghetti and
meatballs, brownies, or chocolate chip
cookies

8. Invite a mental health provider to come
to a Sunday school or women’s or men’s
fellowship class and educate about
PTSD

9. Let the person know that it is okay to
seek treatment and medication for this
disorder

10. Inform the person that PTSD is a le-
gitimate personal injury claim, as long
as they meet the criteria. Consult a
medical provider. Be prepared to be an
advocate, if necessary

Reflection Questions:

1. What else would you recommend to
someone who is having difficulty

coping with stressful feelings or has
experienced a traumatic, stressful
event?

2. How can we begin to restore faith and
hope in God? in country? in life?

3. How can we help people feel safe,

secure, and loved once again?

References:

National Center for PTSD
PTSD Alliance Resource Center:

877.507.PTSD

PTSD Sanctuary Newsletter:
<www.mhsanctuary.com/ptsd>

National Institute of Mental Health
(NIMH): 301.443.4513

Notes

1. Conversation with Judith Herman M.D.,
psychiatrist and author, “The Case of
Trauma and Recovery,” Conversations with
History; Institute of International Studies,
University of California at Berkeley, Sep-
tember 21, 2000.

2. J. R. Davidson, “Trauma: The Impact of
PTSD,” Journal of Psychopharmacology 14,
sup. 1 (2000): S5–S12.

3. Shelly E. Taylor, Ph.D., “Biobehavioral
Responses to Stress in Females: Tend-and-
Befriend, not Fight-or-Flight,” Psychologi-
cal Review 107, no. 3 (July 2000): 411–29.
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Stephanie Spencer
Program Associate for Southern Asia,
Common Global Ministries

Friday
What does our God ask of us? That we remem-
ber all the good things God has provided? That

divine love has brought us through our most des-
perate times? When we remember these good
things, we remember what God requires of us.

God wants us to be accountable for our actions
in the same way that God has been accountable
to us. And how can we be accountable? God re-

quires us to do justice, to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with God.

The attacks against people going about their

daily lives on September 11 certainly have cre-
ated desperate times for the victims and their
communities and for those of us who have seen

the horrible news. These are also desperate times
in the places from which the attackers have come.
We have felt fear and grief since September 11,

and the passages below describe the fear and grief
in one of those places, too. After the readings,
and remembering what we have witnessed in this

country, consider what God is asking of us in
these days.

How is God’s love touching us in these times,

and in what ways are we being brought out of
desperation? What are some ways that we can
tell our stories so that others will also hear of this

divine love? How does God ask us to be account-
able to this love? In what ways can we do justice
and love kindness and walk humbly with God?

I traveled to Afghanistan last May, and I remember a
woman cooking lunch for the office staff on a gas
stove placed on the floor. She served us plates of food
from which all of the women staff ate together sitting
on the floor. The cook, like the other women, had at-
tended college, and she, like most of these women,
was the only member of her extended family earning
any wage. Since I left, the Afghan government has
closed this office, and the women now have no jobs.
The Afghan government forbids women to work at any
job outside their homes. Their families have lost the
income that supported five or ten people. Because of
war, there is no other work.—Stephanie Spencer.

To the First Lady and All American Women!

From the Afghan Women’s Network

We share with you the condolences and grief of
Afghan women while America is mourning over
the horrific incidence of violence and terror in New
York and Washington. We Afghan women can feel
your painful emotions as we have been exposed to
similar experiences during more than twenty years
of war. Let us pray that such a tragic incident never
happens again.

We also are suffering and also hate war and
violence, so we know you will agree with us that
war and counterviolence are not the solution to
terror and hatred. The common Afghan, particu-
larly the women and children who have been sub-
jected to war, isolation, drought, and hunger, would
not be able to survive another war. According to
various humanitarian organizations working in dif-
ferent parts of the country, human losses will be
high even before any war breaks out since emer-
gency and relief operations have been closed to
millions of those who are already suffering from
drought, famine, and displacement. We are sure
this is not your reply to the grief and anger of the
American nation either.

We believe in you as women, and we know
you can play your role in the U.S. democratic soci-
ety to change the attitudes of average Americans
and your government to use more diplomatic ways
for replying to the terror against human civiliza-
tion that has happened in the U.S.A. War can only
grow the seed of hatred among nations. Let’s be-
lieve in ourselves as women to fight against hatred
in peaceful ways. We ask you to raise awareness
among Americans of the diversity of Afghan com-
munities’ beliefs and values. Those Afghans who
are living in America are those already hit by war.
They love peace and prosperity as you do, and we
want you to direct the attention of the American
government to that fact while it is fighting against
terrorism in Afghanistan, or anywhere else in world.
Finally, we ask you to call upon your government
to grant and support emergency relief for the des-
titute people in Afghanistan.

Let us pray for a time when all humanity lives
in peace and for a world where there is no discrimi-
nation of any kind.

Note: The Afghan Women’s Network is a nonpolitical and
nonprofit organization of Afghan women. Its aim is to pro-
mote solidarity and cooperation among Afghan women,
strengthening their capacity to enhance their self-reliance and
attain their rights.

Afghan Women’s Network
23 Chinar Rd, University Town
Peshawar, Pakistan
Phone: 92.91.40436
E-mail: <awn@brain.net.pk>
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Who harbors these terrorists? I traveled to Afghanistan in May of this year, and I have many images of
unimaginable destruction and suffering burned into my mind. In Afghanistan, there has been twenty-
two years of uninterrupted war. In Afghanistan, there has been four years of uninterrupted drought. In
addition to having no rain, orchards and fields have been destroyed by bombing. In every city, hundreds
of thousands of people have come from the villages, looking for food and shelter from war. The govern-
ment cannot provide for these people’s needs.

Who is the Afghan government? In Afghanistan, the government is run by a group of the most
fundamentalist religious leaders in the Muslim world. This government enforces a dress code for men
and women that result in arrests, beatings on the street, and stonings if they are not adhered to. This
government has closed all schools and colleges and does not allow anyone to be taught to read. This
government does not allow women to work, to leave their houses, or to attend schools. This government
was not elected or chosen by the people.

I have images in my mind of roads that have not been repaired or repaved for at least ten years, of
houses in the capital, Kabul, with no electrical service available. On every street, bombed buildings have
concrete and steel walls hanging from them. There has not been any cleanup or rebuilding for at least five
years.

I have images of refugee camps where people are living in mud-brick houses and in tents, where there
is not one tree or bush or patch of grass as far as the eye can see. These camps in neighboring Pakistan
hold hundreds of thousands of people. Some people have lived in these camps for ten years.

What can we do to ensure that this kind of attack never happens again? We can pray for the strength as
Christians to love those who think that they are our enemies. We can meet and learn about people of
other faiths, so that we can know them as children of God and discover that peace is central to our faiths,
especially to Christianity and Islam. We can give support to the programs and mission partners that feed
the hungry, comfort the wounded, and seek justice for the oppressed.

If there are pictures of new bombs falling on Kabul, or on the barren countryside of Afghanistan,
please keep in mind the farmers without crops, the women who cannot leave their houses, and the
unimaginable horror of innocent people with nowhere to get away from the destruction. It is outrageous
and infuriating that their country could be attacked like that. It would be the most unlawful and unjust
act to kill thousands of people because we are angry with their government.

Help us to stand in solidarity with all those affected by conflict, who have lost homes, family mem-
bers, livelihood, and community. We pray that they may still have hope, and that they will feel God’s
presence in each other, and in those who give them comfort. May God open our eyes to the suffering of
people whom we see only in pictures, but to whom we are connected through our common humanity,
created in God’s image. e

Stephanie Spencer
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Saturday
The True Worship

As I was trying to reflect on Micah 6:1–8, I resisted the temptation of forcing this text into
an interpretation to fit the present political crisis we are facing. Why not guide the reader to
an analysis of President George W. Bush’s decision of driving the nation into a war? It wouldn’t

be difficult, but this text pushed me in another direction. The question that God asked the
people of Israel during the seventh and eighth centuries B.C. is the same one God is asking
us now, “Have I wronged you in anyway?”

We find God in a controversy with the people of Israel. This contention is based on the
understanding that Israel has about the way God wants to be worshiped. This text is based
on the understanding the people of Israel in Micah’s time had and the understanding we

have about the difference between worship and religion. God numbers both the many bless-
ings that have been the object, as well as the shallowness, of the forms of worship to God.
The understanding of the people is that God wants sacrifices as the only way of worship as a

facade to continue oppressing the poor and the needy. Again, God speaks of worship and the
people speak of religion. This issue is also discussed by other prophets, such as Isaiah. This
text shows again the perspective within much of the Hebrew Scripture: Broken relationships

create devastating consequences in the lives of those who have violated those relationships.
In this case, the violation of the relationships between God and the people of Israel created
injustices against those who were disfranchised in the community. God wanted true wor-
ship, and the people wanted to show their religious commitment.

As during the days of Micah, God ‘s interest is not in sacrifices—this is false religion—
but in establishing unity and community. The clear consequence will be justice for all. This
is the essence of God’s mission for us and should be ours as Christians. What does this mean

for us as the new Israel, as the church?
It means that God will not have to ask the question, “Have I wronged you?” It means

that God will accept our worship if our commitment to the poor is real; if our understanding

of loving mercy means compassion, faithfulness, and loyal love to our neighbors in the same
way God has demonstrated this kind of mercy to us; if our understanding of walking humbly
with God implies that our concern for the world, for God’s creation, is the same as God’s. As

someone has declared: “This passage clearly declares that the true religion, true worship, is
not expressed in the external trappings, no matter how elaborate or how much.” It means
what Jesus taught us: Love God with all your heart, and your neighbor as yourself.

Questions:

1. What does it mean to be God’s people today? in your immediate context? in the nation?
in the world?

2. What is your understanding of religion and worship? Where does your church stand on
this question?

3. What do you think is God’s expectation of you and your church during the world crisis
we are now facing?

Vilma M. Machín-Vázquez
Minister for Multicultural and Multiracial Transformation, Justice and Witness Ministries
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Announcing
Grants available from the UCC
Women in Mission Partnership
Fund

What is the UCC Women in Mission
Partnership Fund?

Local churches, Associations, and Con-
ferences of the United Church of Christ

have a new way to support programs
and ministries with a particular out-
reach to women and girls because of the

UCC Women in Mission Partner-
ship Fund. Through the joint efforts
of Local Church Ministries, Justice and

Witness Ministries, and Wider Church
Ministries, ALL of the monies received
from UCC Women in Mission Partners

will be used for mission. One-half will
be used to maintain a steady balance
in the Victim’s Assistance Fund and for

advocacy on behalf of survivors of
abuse, and one-half will be available for
use in the form of partnership project

grants. To become a partner in UCC
Women in Mission, complete the form
on page 27.

THEMATIC GUIDELINES FOR
GRANTS FOR 2002:
WOMEN AND DIVERSITY

The decision to focus on issues of
women, racism, and increasing under-

standing in the midst of diver-
sity was already made before the tragic
events of September 11 that have

shaken our world. Now, more than
ever, we must engage in efforts to stop

UCC Women in Mission
A joint program of Local Church Ministries,

Justice and Witness Ministries, and Wider Church Ministries

racism and intolerance. In some com-
munities, organizations exist that are

committed to doing this, such as the
YWCA and the National Conference
for Community Justice (NCCJ). In

other communities, efforts might very
well begin from the commitment of a
local church. Projects might be in part-

nership with other organizations or
communities of faith, focused within
an Association, Conference, or congre-

gation, or have a global component.
Be creative! Be imaginative! Be

prophetic!
We will receive applications for

grants that reflect the theme during this
first year of the UCC Women in Mission
Partnership Fund. Women and girls must
be the central focus of the proposed project.

How much is available and what can the
fund be used for?

Grants will be offered up to $1,000.
The money can be used to bring

resource persons to provide training, for
expenses to promote and support the
project, and for whatever reasonable

costs are incurred in order for the
project to be successful. A summary
report of the project and how the grant

was used will be required. Applicants
will be encouraged to seek additional
sources of funding if the budget of the

project exceeds that which can be pro-
vided by the UCC Women in Mission
Partnership Fund.

Who will review the applications and
when will decisions be made?

Project applications will be reviewed by

staff representatives from the three joint
programmatic Covenanted Ministries.
Decisions will be made within one

month of the March 1, 2002, applica-
tion deadline.

Applications can be obtained by
contacting:

Damaris Velez

Women’s Ministries
United Church of Christ
700 Prospect Ave E

Cleveland  OH 44115-1100
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This section of Common Lot will feature books by The Pilgrim Press and helpful hints on forming book clubs.

Looks at Books
Kim  Sadler, Editorial Director, Pilgrim Press, Local Church Ministries

The Bible and Its Impact
on Decision-Making
Each and every day, we must make decisions. On occasion, we

will have to make difficult decisions. These decisions can affect
our families, the people around us, and even ourselves. Likewise,
biblical characters had to make difficult decisions. In many ways,

their decisions came at a great price because God would immedi-
ately show God’s favor or God’s wrath upon them.
     The Bible and Decision-Making, the fourth book in the

INSIGHTS: BIBLE STUDIES FOR GROWING FAITH series, is a six-week
adult Bible study resource by Stephanie Boughton Haines. Haines
attempts to aid readers in understanding how the Bible can be

helpful when difficult decisions must be made.
     Haines writes, “Bible study can be one of life’s most exciting
adventures. It can deepen faith, spark action, cause change, re-

kindle commitment, force an issue, and transform lives. It can
also confound settled ideas; confuse certainty; question faith;
trouble complacency; and unsettle tidy, organized, and compart-
mentalized lives.”

     The Bible and Decision-Making engages readers to first focus
on their identities as persons of faith; second, to examine the Bible
to see how biblical characters have responded to life-altering situ-

ations; and third, to examine what God expects of God’s people.
     Focusing on Genesis 1:24–31 and 1 Samuel 3:1–4, Haines
engages us to see how we are impacted by God’s creation. We are

“created in the image of God” and must live in creation with all
that God has created. Likewise, Samuel had to learn his role in
God’s creation. Samuel had to “discern God’s word and pass it on

to Israel.” Eli, Samuel’s mentor, was instrumental in helping him
recognize God’s call. Through this discernment, Samuel learned
of his calling. Haines writes, “Although God calls each of us at

some time for some important mission or task, we need the help
of the community to hear and understand God’s call.”
     Living in creation with all that God has created also calls us to

do as Micah 6:8 calls us to do, and that is “to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” The book of
Micah is used to discuss how we may make decisions concerning

issues of justice. Haines writes,

“Justice” is an action, an activity people do. It is not

enough to long for justice or praise it if it happens

or whine about it if it is wanting. God is calling on

the people to work for justice, to incorporate fair-

ness in their daily activity, to struggle for equality

for all people—especially those who cannot engage

in the conflict on their own behalf.

     So, what difficult decisions will you make today? Will you
invite a homeless person to eat Thanksgiving dinner with your

family? Will you encourage your church to become an open and
affirming church? Will you or will you not support the United
States in launching war against Afghanistan, in light of the Sep-

tember 11 events? Just as our biblical ancestors had to make diffi-
cult decisions, so must we.

INSIGHTS: BIBLE STUDIES FOR GROW-
ING FAITH is a series that was devel-

oped out of the expressed needs of
United Church of Christ congrega-
tions for simple, short-term Bible

studies that adults can use individu-
ally or in groups. To order The Bible
and Decision-Making and other books

in the series, call the Pilgrim Press at
800.537.3394.

Women in the Bible
Barbara J. Essex
ISBN 0-8298-1429-9

$5.00
This book uncovers women’s stories
and provides tools for studying

women in the Bible. Each chapter
looks at a particular group of women
such as wives and mothers or proph-

ets and leaders. Reflection questions
are listed at the end of each chapter.

Related Titles
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Stephanie Haines’
Bible Study Group Tips
• Encourage attendees to bring a Bible.

To engage in God’s word, attendees need to become familiar
with the books of the Bible. Developing a daily habit to
study the Bible will increase one’s faith.

• Have different translations available for comparison and
amplification.

Attendees will have the opportunity to compare and learn
how God’s word has been interpreted in different transla-
tions. Note the differences in the readings and have attend-
ees read the passages aloud. There are numerous translations
of the Bible. The United Church of Christ recommends the
New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.

• Arrange the room so that people can see each other easily.

A comfortable setting will invite conversation and fellow-
ship. Encourage each individual to participate in the discus-
sion. Strive to find contemporary applications for Biblical
insights.

• Have a focus point in the center of the group—a cloth on
which to place a candle or additional items.

Depending on where your Bible study class is held, you may
want to create a focal point within the room using a table
with candles, flowers, or other items. This may enhance the
biblical discussion and the learning environment.

• Have newsprint and markers to record answers to questions
and to note additional questions attendees may have.

Be prepared to capture points given and questions asked
during Bible study. This will allow you to recap important
insights gleaned from the discussion.

• Get into the scripture by role-play. Be creative.

Contemporize the event, characters, and message as much
as possible. This will make the scripture come alive and make
it relevant to the lives of participants.

Facing Change
Leah Matthews
ISBN 0-8298-1376-4
$5.00

Change is the one thing in life that is
certain. Change has lasting effects on our
relationships with others and with God.

This book discusses how God is with
us amid change and how faith sustains
us. Reflections questions are listed at the

end of each chapter.

The Bible and Spiritual
Disciplines
Holly Whitcomb
ISBN 0-8298-1404-3
$5.00

This resource explores six pivotal com-
ponents of classical Christian spirituality:
Sabbath, intercessory prayer, fasting,

stewardship, living into one’s call, and
accountability. Through these disciplines,
Whitcomb discovers ways of living an

intentional and fruitful spiritual life.
Reflection questions are listed at the end
of each chapter.

A User’s Guide to the Bible
Lynne Mobberley Deming
ISBN 0-8298-1335-7
$5.00

This resource is a practical introduction
to the Bible for adults. In this study,
readers will learn about the contents,

date, and authorship of each biblical
book. Other Bible study tools are dis-
cussed and how to use them.
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WWWWWomen and Justice

It’s the photos of people staring at the pic-

tures of those missing in the World Trade
Center that get to me. Sometimes, someone
kisses their fingers and touches a photo lov-

ingly, sadly, hopefully. Sometimes, it’s the
sheer number of people’s pictures on a wall
that makes me weep. Sometimes, it’s the child

who is holding a photo of their father or
mother that grabs my heart.

I feel powerless in the face of these ago-
nizing photos, and I’ve heard many others also

express a similar feeling of powerlessness.
What can I possibly do to alleviate the grief,
the loss, the pain, the suffering of some of

the many families who wonder and wait and
begin to mourn as the days go by? What can
we do?

The outpouring of support and money
and prayers for the victims of September 11
and their families has been tremendous, and

participating personally in such ways does
help. The need for ongoing counseling and
support will be there for years to come be-

cause this kind of trauma does not go away
easily, or ever, as those affected by the Okla-
homa City bombing remind us. Our church

communities and gifts to the Hope from the
Rubble Fund (see the UCC Web site for more
information:<www.ucc.org>) will help meet

these kinds of needs and our generosity will
provide the support for that long term need.

That is one concrete action we can take

to overcome feelings of powerlessness. We can

by comments of hate made by so-called
Christian leaders.

The enormity of the attacks in New
York, Washington, D.C., and the thwarted
fourth attack which resulted in the plane

crashing in Pennsylvania, have caused each
of us much grief, not only for the loss of
lives but also for the ways in which our

world has changed forever. But one thing I
am sure of—that God still requires the same
things of us as before: to do justice, to love

kindness, and to walk humbly with God.
And I am sure that God is still God

and always will be. In this knowledge, I take

comfort. With this knowledge, I am em-
powered to overcome hopelessness and in-
ertia by taking one step with God at a time,

doing one act of justice and peace-making
at a time, and loving all the kindness and
beauty I experience one moment at a time.

May the peace of God be with you
now and always.

Human Rights, Justice for Women,
and Transformation Ministry

Lois M. Powell, Team Leader
Justice and Witness Ministries

Justice Briefings

A New Initiative for Pro-faith,
Pro-choice, Young Women and
Men: Spiritual Youth for Repro-
ductive Freedom

The Religious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice, an interfaith organization of which
the UCC is a member, has launched a new

program for younger people who want to
become active voices of choice from a reli-
gious, faithful perspective. Spiritual Youth

for Reproductive Freedom coordinator,
Amy Hetrick, is eager to hear from young
folks interested in joining together for re-

productive freedom. College students, high
school students, and young adults are all
encouraged to join.

For more information:
E-mail: info@syrf.org

Phone: 202.628.7700

also work actively in our own communities

to bring about greater understanding among
people, especially among those who are of
Middle Eastern descent or who are Muslim.

I have learned more than I ever knew before
about Islam since September 11, and I real-
ize how much more I need and want to know.

Christians, Jews, and Muslims share much
in common—prophets, history, traditions,
and culture—but too often we think of

“them” as strange and foreign. Jesus is revered
as a prophet to Muslims, not as a competing
religious leader to Mohammed. Only 20%
of Muslims worldwide are Arab, and in the

U.S., Islam is the fastest growing religion.
We can do much to form relationships

of mutual recognition and cooperation within

our interfaith communities, and I encourage
you and your churches to do so. Together, a
community can stop threats and hate crimes

directed against persons who are or who are
perceived to be Arab or Muslim.

As Christians, we also have a responsi-

bility to counter the vicious attacks made in
the name of Christianity by far-right evan-
gelists like Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson.

We know that some people who are angry
about the terrorist attacks are susceptible to
bigoted statements blaming homosexuals,

feminists, pro-choice folks, and the ACLU
for causing the attacks. Nothing could be
further from the truth, and we in the United

Church of Christ must be vocal and visible
witnesses to God’s love for all humankind.
So I urge you to support the members of your

church family by letting your community
know that you, as a Christian, are appalled
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Letters to My Sisters submissions sought.
Another volume in the Letters to My Sisters
series is being developed for those who are
or are related to lesbian, bisexual, or
transgendered women. This booklet will be

a series of personal letters (may be submit-
ted with a request that it be published anony-
mously) designed to provide support for oth-

ers going through a similar experience (that
of coming out, that of being a mother whose
daughter has come out, that of being a sister

or aunt of some who has come out, and so
on.).

Please submit your letters to Loey

Powell, Justice and Witness Ministries; 700
Prospect Avenue East; Cleveland, Ohio
44115-1100. Deadline has been extended to

November 30, 2001. For more information,
you can reach Loey at 216.736.3715, or e-
mail at: <powelll@ucc.org>.

The Center for the Prevention of Sexual
and Domestic Violence has produced an
excellent video and study curriculum for

youth and young adults around building
healthy, non-abusive relationships. Ann
Hanson, Minister for Children, Families, and

Human Sexuality Advocacy in Justice and
Witness Ministries, highly recommends
Love: All That and More, an award-winning,

six-session curriculum. Complete with three
videos (close-captioned) and leader’s guide.
Cost: $285.00. For more info, contact the

center at 206.634.1903, or on the Web at
<www.cpsdv.org>.

Children as pawns of adults politics.  This
past July, while the UCC and Disciples were
gathered in Kansas City for our General

Synod/Assembly, the more radical of anti-
abortion organizations, Operation Save
America (OSA—formerly known as Opera-

tion Rescue), descended on Wichita, Kan-
sas, for a weeklong series of demonstrations.
Wichita was selected because of the clinic

operated by Dr. George Tiller, one of the few

physicians in the country who will perform a
later term abortion.

Regardless of one’s personal position on
reproductive choice, the violent harassing tac-
tics of OSA demonstrators should cause us to

pause about how we need to engage in public
dialogue about highly emotional and personal
issues. During the week of protests, local pro-

choice leaders from the interfaith and secular
community organized counterprotests, includ-
ing setting up a “Peaceful Presence” at clinics

and other targets of OSA. This is an organiz-
ing strategy developed by the Religious Coali-
tion for Reproductive Choice to buffer clients

and staff from the demonstrators.
During the week, one young woman, Ryn

Gluckman, took part in the counterdemon-

strations.  She wrote an article about what she
witnessed with the young children who were
part of the OSA demonstrators. She observed

terror on some of the faces of these young chil-
dren who were surrounded with adults “pray-
ing” loudly about the “baby killers.” These
prayer circles were “near hysteria,” and the

young kids cringed in the center of the circles.
She also observed OSA demonstrators shout-
ing at young children who were members of

churches as they tried to enter their churches
for Sunday school.

Ryn’s reflection on the use of children as

demonstrators and as targets of OSA’s demon-
strations caused her to wonder cross-genera-
tional strategies:

What became clear in Wichita is that we
in the reproductive rights movement have
an ongoing conversation about how we
will interact and engage with and around
children on the other side. We must de-
velop a definition of reproductive rights
that includes an analysis of young people’s
oppression, a movement that is both pro-
choice and pro-child.—From the Spiritual
Youth for Reproductive Freedom Web site.

 I appreciate Ryn’s comments and her

pushing us to think in this way. When I took
part in a “Peaceful Presence” in Cleveland last

January, on a bitterly cold day, I noticed  OSA
demonstrators with babies in strollers, skin ex-
posed to the cold, and I wondered how pro-life

they really were. Children should not be used as
pawns for adult politics, but rather encouraged
to think for themselves and take action in accor-

dance with their beliefs.

Alternative Law School in D.C. Focuses on
Activism and Women’s Rights. The UDC David
A. Clarke School of Law in Washington, D.C.,
offers a J.D. degree in law while encouraging

activism. Students will take part in seven
hundred clinical hours, serving the poor and
underrepresented in fields such as juvenile

justice, government accountability, HIV/AIDS
rights, housing law, and prisoner’s rights. Many
classes focus on how women are affected by the

legal system.
For more info contact: Diana Reddy,

Activist Outreach Intern (<dreddy@law.udc.

edu>), or go to their Web site at <http://
activist.law.udc.edu>.



PAGE 22 COMMON LOT WINTER 2002

e

Woman Unbent

That Sabbath day as always
she went to the synagogue
and took the place assigned her
right behind the grill where,
the elders had concurred,
she would block no one’s view.
she could lean her heavy head,
and (though this was not said)
she’d give a good example to
the ones who stood behind her.

That day, intent as always
on the Word (for eighteen years
she’d listened thus), she heard
Authority when Jesus spoke.

Though long stripped
of forwardness,
she came forward nonetheless,
when Jesus summoned her.

“Woman, you are free
of your infirmity,” he said.

The leader of the synagogue
worked himself into a sweat
as he tried to bend the Sabbath
and the woman back in place.

But she stood up straight and let
God’s glory touch her face.

—Irene Zimmerman

Published by St. Mary’s Press, Winona,
Minnesota. Copyright © 2001 Ann Larson.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

B O O K S

 Oh God!

TaRessa Stovall

Millions of black women of faith are strug-

gling to reconcile their sexuality and
spirituality, trying to live “holy and sancti-
fied” lives as taught by their churches while

wrestling with the difficulty of merging
these religious beliefs with their natural
sexual desires as women. Many denomina-

tions of various religions decree that any
form of sexual activity (including mastur-
bation) outside marriage is a sin. Thus,

many women are left with no outlet to
relieve their passions.

Oh God! is the first definitive guide to

helping African American women of all
faiths find a balance between spirituality and
sexuality. The book looks not only at the

issues confronting women today, but also
examines how interpretations of religious

texts have influenced religious instruction in
matters of women, sex, and spirituality.

Oh God! provides an inspirational,

sometimes humorous, look at a serious is-
sue, designed to help women reconcile the
seemingly contradicting spiritual and sexual

sides of themselves. Dr. Newman assures us
that sexual and spiritual union can exist, and
shows us, in this groundbreaking work, just

how to move from duality to wholeness. Dr.
Newman is the author of With Heart and
Hand: The Black Church Working to Save
Black Children. A well-respected lecturer
with a loyal following, Newman was list-
ed in Ebony Magazine’s Honor Roll of Top

Black Women Preachers in November 1997.
She lives in Washington, D.C. The book is
available in hardback, approximately 200

pages, at a price of $23.95.

If God did not want us to enjoy sex, God would not have made the Isley
Brothers, the Dells, Stevie Wonder, Maxwell, D’Angelo, or R. Kelly.

—The Reverend Susan Newman

A Black Woman’s Guide to Sex and Spirituality

            The Reverend Dr. Susan Newman
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Nancy’s Journey to
International Mission
Work . . .

As I look back on my life’s journey, I can
see no one turning point that meant I
would become a missionary and eventu-

ally come to the Asian Rural Institute in Japan with Global Minis-
tries. But there is a collection of many small threads that seem to
converge in the life I now lead.

Witness of Injustice
Justice has always been a deeply important concept for me, and God’s

concern for the poorest people is the theme that has pulled me more
and more into organized Christianity. Perhaps my first introduction
to this theme came when I was thirteen, and my father took a job

with the World Health Organization. With my family, I went to live
in Guyana in South America, which had recently gained indepen-

dence from Britain. There, I learned of the big and wealthy
American corporations that extract raw materials from the
so-called “underdeveloped” countries and later sell them at

much higher prices as manufactured goods. At age thirteen,
I did not understand the complexities of dependency eco-
nomics, then being hotly debated in the region. I only un-

derstood that the system was unfairly stacked against some,
to the gain of others. So I committed myself to finding a
fairer way.

Hearing God’s Call for
Justice
In college (Pitzer College, Claremont, California), I began
to hear of the work of liberation theologians who were
searching the scriptures for news of a realm where there is

no exclusion or oppression. This is perhaps the first time I
heard a theme in church that directly and vitally touched a
personal concern of mine.

Called to Nepal
(1983–1986, 1988–1995)
These threads led me to the United Mission of Nepal, first
as an international associate with the United Church Board

for World Ministries (1983–1986) and later as regularly ap-
pointed missionary (1988–1995), jointly appointed by the
United Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Dis-

ciples of Christ). These positions have been fully funded by
One Great Hour of Sharing.
     In Nepal, I worked in programs devoted to education

and literacy for adults, especially women, who had no other
chance for an education. I was able to observe for myself
how learning to read gives adults a new sense of personal

power and fulfillment that enables them to take on further
challenges and move forward of their own accord. [ed., In
1988 Nancy completed her Masters in Education degree at

the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, to assist her in
this work.]

A common witness of the Division of Overseas Ministries, Christian Church (Disiples of Christ)
              and Wider Church Ministries, a covenanted ministry of the United Church of Christ

. . . to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God

Ana Gobledale served our church in South
Africa and Zimbabwe from 1984–2000.
After leaving Zimbabwe unexpectedly in
June 2000, she accepted the position of
Local Church Relations Executive and Team
Leader with Global Ministries. She can be
reached at 216.736.3223 or by e-mail
at   <gobledaa@ucc.org>.

For more than a century, our church
has been walking with the people and

churches in Japan. Missionaries have served in more than fifty
institutions of both higher learning and social service. In the mod-
ern Japan, a highly industrialized, affluent, and secularized soci-
ety, bearing witness can be difficult. Nancy Molin currently serves
Global Ministries in Japan where she lives out, through her life
and work, her call to do God’s justice. Hear her story in her own
words, and celebrate the work of God’s servant who boldly pro-
claims, “For all that has been, thanks. To all that shall be, Yes!”

Women in
International Mission

 GLOBAL MINISTRIES
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I also began to study the Bible more seriously for myself.

I was surprised to discover how pervasive is the theme of
fair treatment for the poor. Throughout the books of the law
and the prophets, we cannot read for more than a chapter with-

out tripping over verses detailing God’s concern for the
marginalized, especially widows, orphans, and foreigners:

You are doomed! You make unjust laws that oppress my
people. That is howyou keep the poor from having their
rights and from getting justice. That ishow you take the
property that belongs to widows and orphans. What will
you do when God punishes you?—Isaiah 10:1–3

Living as I was in Nepal’s traditional, agrarian society,

I could observe firsthand how clearly and concretely the
Bible’s analysis describes the processes that cause suffering.
I also discovered how the Bible describes God’s remedy for

this situation:

Here is my servant, whom I strengthen—the one I have
chosen, with whom I am pleased. I have filled him with
my spirit, and he will bring justice to every nation. He
will not break off a bent reed nor put out a flickering lamp.
He will bring justice to all. He will not lose hope or cour-
age.—Isaiah 42:1–4a

Through my work with illiterate Nepali women and
through my study and prayer, I was drawn deeper and deeper
into the realm of this servant King.

Called to Japan: The Asian Rural
Institute (ARI) (1999–present)
Global Ministries’ call to work in Japan at the Asian Rural In-
stitute (ARI) has given me the opportunity to share my skills
and knowledge with people like Hemali, Miatta, and Tomoko

(stories below), who are at the very cutting edge of the fight
against disempowerment and oppression.

Participants at the ARI come from some of the most iso-

lated, deprived, war-torn, and desperate places on Earth. They
come motivated by a dream of service for their people—a dream
to build a better life: enough food; a strong, healthy family; a

supportive community; and a voice in managing their own
affairs. Participants in the training course live together and cre-
ate a learning community for a year of sometimes wrenching

personal growth. Together, we grow our own food—the grains,
vegetables, livestock, and fish that we cook and consume in
our dining hall. Together, we work and, as the ARI mission

statement says, “study the best ways for rural people to share
and enhance resources and abilities for the common good.”

Sisters in Mission in Japan at the ARI
Hemali is an educated woman from the majority Singhalese
community of Sri Lanka. Her heart is torn by the pain
of women who have suffered discrimination, warfare,

sickness, and despair in her country. She is thrilled to
discover in herself the ability to grow food and care for poul-
try, skills that she can share with others back home. She is

drinking in learning experiences in the classroom, in the
library, and, after hours, in long conversations in the dorm-
itory. Hemali is determined to reach out and build comm-

unity in her homeland.

Miatta, a woman of Liberia, used to work in a children’s
home, caring for orphans. When her country plunged into
civil war, soldiers of one side or another stole all the food.

She still mourns the death by hunger of the children in her
care. She will return to Liberia and its fragile truce with new
skills in vegetable growing, seed collection, conservation, soil

conditioning, and organic fertilizer. Miatta is determined to
give everyone the skills to produce food so that no one need
practice violence to take food from others.

Tomoko, a Japanese Christian wife and mother, works in

the research and documentation office of the ARI. She has
researched the effect of gender roles in Japanese society on
the development of the organic farming and marketing in-

dustry, and continues to develop her interest in gender roles
by listening carefully to the experiences and stories of ARI’s
male and female participants. She helps everyone think more

deeply about the relations of production and consumption
in food issues.

Together with women in Nepal and Japan, Nancy Molin has
worked to build God’s realm of justice and goodness. Her

reflections and experiences can help each of us look faith-
fully and courageously at our own lives.
     (Nancy’s written reflections and letters from Japan may

be found at <http://www.globalministries.org/mission/
ms.htm>.)

Questions for Reflection

1. When has God’s word made you squirm? When have
you read of injustice, either in the Bible or in the newspa-
per, and realized you participate, even indirectly, in it?

2. When were your eyes first opened to both the plight of
the poor in our world and “God’s concern for the poor”?

3. “to do justice . . .” (Micah 6:8). What opportunities are
available to you today to help “bring justice to all”? Are
you acting on these opportunities? If not, why not?
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Sally Ann Bliss McCain
(May 16, 1942–July 24, 2001)
Global Ministries missionary Sally McCain

died while in the United States on vacation
from her ministry in Turkey. Sally was a
commissioned minister and certified specialist
in Christian Education in the United Church

of Christ. Many of us enjoyed time with Sally
during the Twenty-third General Synod in
Kansas City, Missouri, where she shared stories

of her ministry with women in Turkey. Several
of us purchased scarves from her at General
Synod that had been designed by Turkish

women who had survived the 1999 earthquake.
(Ed. To read their story, see Common Lot winter
2000, “Setting More Places.”)

Sally was also a recognized authority and
avid promoter of a kind of Turkish women’s
folk art, igne oya, which silently communicated

the Turkish peasant woman’s world through the
beauty of tiny handmade flowers.

For additional information on obtaining

these beautiful scarves, contact:
Diana and Bruce Hanke
2023 Elton Hills Dr.

Rochester MN 55901
Phone: 507.282.4245
E-mail: <bhanke7@home.com>

In Memory

Prayer Opportunities

• Nancy Molin and her work at ARI in
Japan

• Hemali, Miatta, Tomoko, and other
women participating in the training
program at ARI

• Women and children around the world
who suffer injustice

• Those who diligently work to overcome
injustice

• The other Global Ministries mission-
aries supported by One Great Hour of
Sharing: Beth Nafziger, Barbara
DeSouza, Joyce Baker, Betsey Lehman,
and Martha and Nathan Knoll

If you would like to correspond with Nancy
Molin, you may write to:
Nancy Molin

c/o Asian Rural Institute
442–1 Tsukinokizawa
Nishinasuno, Tochigi-ken

329-2703, Japan

Or contact the East Asia and Pacific Area Of-

fice, Global Ministries, 216.736.3229;
<schurrd@ucc.org>.

Your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing
(OGHS) support sustainable development
and resettlement programs that enable self-
empowerment of communities and indi-
viduals victimized by hunger, poverty, and
injustice. Committed to sustainable devel-
opment in agriculture, health care, and
education, OGHS currently supports
seven Global Mission international per-
sonnel: Nancy Molin, Japan; Barbara
DeSouza, Brazil; Joyce Baker, Honduras;
Betsey Lehman and Martha and Nathan
Knoll, India; and Beth Nafziger, Nepal.
For more information, call 216-736-3210
or visit <http://www.ucc.org/steward/
oghs/index.html>.
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Make Checks Payable to UCC WM, 700 Prospect Ave E, Cleveland OH  44115-1100

Common Lot
& Women In Mission
Women in Mission Partners enjoy 30% off the list price of Pilgrim Press
books and receive the Women’s Ministry Packet and the quarterly journal
Common Lot, which addresses a variety of issues of concern to women.

Individual Partnership
     $18.00......................
Group Partnership
     $60.00......................

Additional Mission Gift

TOTAL enclosedSubscription

Your Name:

Your Address:

City/State/Zip:

Telephone/E-mail:

Name of local Church:

United Church of Christ women have participated as part-

ners in a Women in Mission program for many years.

Women joined as individuals, or as a group from their lo-

cal church. Partners received COMMON LOT, an excel-

lent quarterly newsletter, and occasional mailings, includ-

ing an annual mission mailing.

Now, in the new national structure of the UCC, we have

the chance to revision the Women in Mission Partnership

program cooperatively so that all partnership dollars will

be used for mission!

Here is how it will work when you become a Women in

Mission Partner:

—Your annual partnership will still bring you all

issues of Common Lot!

—You will still be offered a 30% discount on

purchases from the Pilgrim Press!

—You can still join as an individual or as a group!

—You will still receive the Women’s Week

special edition of Common Lot!

But here are the new aspects of  the Women in

Mission Partnership program:

—100% of partnership dollars received will

support mission.

—Half of the monies received will be given out

as grants from proposals received from local

churches, Associations, and/or Conferences

of the UCC for projects that have a direct

outreach to women and girls of all ages.

—The other half of the monies received will keep

the balance of the Victim’s Assistance Fund

replenished (this special fund, previously

administered by the Coordinating Center for

Women and now handled through Local

Church Ministries, provides assistance for

the cost of therapy for persons who have

been victims of clergy sexual abuse), and

will help underwrite a new Survivors Advo-

cacy resource and training.

EVER BEEN A WOMEN IN MISSION PARTNER?
NOW IS THE TIME TO JOIN!

ALREADY A PARTNER?
NOW IS THE TIME TO RENEW!

UCC Women in Mission
A joint program of Local Church Ministries,
Justice and Witness Ministries,
and Wider Church Ministries
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When the dates of October 12–14, 2001, were set
with the camp at Volcano National Park in Hawaii,
we had no idea how much we would need to go on
retreat. Just one month after the September 11
assault, nearly two hundred of us, from forty UCC
churches in Hawaii, gathered at the retreat center
on the edge of a steaming volcanic crater for a week-
end to be renewed, refreshed, and rejuvenated. It
was the first time in our memory that so many
women had come just to be together.

Churches from each of the four major islands
were responsible for one worship service each. How
God used that assignment to draw us together! The
women from Maui (many who did not know one
another) met several times to practice before the re-
treat. They were so drawn to each another that they
didn’t want to go home! Twenty women from one
church’s newly established women’s group came to-
gether to practice the opening fellowship singing.

The traditional sunrise service was the respon-
sibility of Opihikau Hawaiian Church. It thrilled us
to worship with young women in their twenties read-
ing scripture and singing in their native Hawaiian
tongue and to hear the encouraging message brought
forth from the locally ordained Rev. Violet
Makuakane.

“I needed to be here,” was a common response.
“We needed to get to know one another.” As the
Rev. Dr. Margery Terpstra, president of the Women’s
Board of Missions, said in her opening greetings,
“We discover that we love one another when we
know each other.” For a church or women’s group
or association or conference to truly serve the God
we worship, we must love one another.

We divided into twelve “tribes,” using twelve
women from scripture. Not only was it exciting
to get acquainted with those in our tribe, we were
also getting acquainted with our foremothers of
scripture: Miriam, Esther, Anna, Priscilla, Rahab,
Leah—some we’d never heard of before!

We took the afternoon to minister to one an-
other in small focus groups. The “Tai Chi as Spiri-
tual Discipline” was popular. After several move-
ments, the leader, Gladys Okada from Kauai,
asked, “Now don’t you feel like graceful ladies?”
The Rev. Fé Nebres’s group on “Developing Our
Prayer Disciplines” is still being talked about—
we needed to hear how God has answered our
prayers. We needed to hear from Dr. Ha`ahea
Guanson, who is vice president of the Center for
Global Nonviolence, who did a focus group on
“Women Leading the Way to Peace.”

We needed to be there! We needed to experi-
ence the gifts God has given to us to share. We
needed the encouragement of our sisters as we
shared our burdens with one another. In times
like these, we needed to be together to sing and
dance, to laugh, to explore, and to seek one
another’s counsel. After September 11, some
asked if we were going to cancel the retreat. We
wouldn’t even consider it! Even though most of
us had to brave the airlines, and times were
uncertain, we took this God-given opportunity
to learn patience, flexibility, trust, and self-
examination.

It wasn’t the easiest retreat to plan, to get to,
to leave our homes for, but it was the best thing
we could have done!

                 
 . . . And that’s

something to think about.

Women’s Retreat
            —The Best Thing That Could Have Happened
Carolyn Winston, Executive Director

Women’s Board of Missions for the Pacific Islands

     Something to

              Think About . . .
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