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Language for a Pastoral Prayer

Lord, we thank you for the days and times that you have given to us. 
And we thank you today for the divine spark that resides with us. 
The spark that cries out for authentic fellowship with you. 
That something within that keeps pulling and pushing us 
towards the mark of the higher calling that is in our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. 
For it is in and through Christ 
that we seek to ascend to be witnesses to his resurrecting power. 
In the Spirit of Christ we yearn to become and be all that you created us to be. 
We yearn to live in ways that are in keeping with the teachings of Jesus 
who taught us to treat others like we want to treat us. 
We yearn to witness through lives of serving the needs of others; 
especially those who are despised and rejected by the world. 
We pray for a fresh anointing because we want to be doers of the Word. 
We pray that the Spirit of the Living God would fall afresh on us 
so that we can grow into the church that we are supposed to be. 
Take our heads, take our hearts, take our minds, and our souls 
and use them in accordance with your will for your world. 
In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 



Since the killing of Michael Brown in Ferguson, MO, a collective of UCC faith leaders from across the country have gathered on conference calls convened by the Rev. Geoffrey Black.  They share about the on-going efforts at local and conference settings to keep people mobilized and engaged in countering institutional racism and sanctioned violence. And they seek to identify all-Church initiatives with course of actions that can make a difference over time.  They have recommended Sunday, August 9, 2015, the actual anniversary of Mike Brown’s death, as a time for the UCC to pray together for racial justice, and have prepared a variety of prayers for use by congregations.  These prayers may be adapted and used not only on this day, but on other days and in other settings in which people gather to pray and witness to justice for all who suffer the violence of racial injustice.
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