
Prayers for Racial Justice
Remembering Michael Brown 
on the First Anniversary of his Death
August 9, 2015


Prayer of Confession

In the midst of the ever present stream of injustices 
inflicted upon the weak, the poor, and the marginalized, 
we confess our complicity in nurturing the status quo 
through silence and inaction. 
Unlike past and present day prophets, 
we stood by while our sisters and brothers suffered 
at the hands of the privileged and powerful. 
So often, we turned a blind eye to the sufferings of those 
who were looked down upon 
because of powerlessness, poverty, or the hue of their skin. 
We confess our commitment to being the church 
where “all are one” and “all are welcome” 
so we ask you to make us into the church that intercedes 
on behalf of those who are cast aside for the sake of the establishment. 
In Jesus’ name.      Amen. 



Since the killing of Michael Brown in Ferguson, MO, a collective of UCC faith leaders from across the country have gathered on conference calls convened by the Rev. Geoffrey Black.  They share about the on-going efforts at local and conference settings to keep people mobilized and engaged in countering institutional racism and sanctioned violence. And they seek to identify all-Church initiatives with course of actions that can make a difference over time.  They have recommended Sunday, August 9, 2015, the actual anniversary of Mike Brown’s death, as a time for the UCC to pray together for racial justice, and have prepared a variety of prayers for use by congregations.  These prayers may be adapted and used not only on this day, but on other days and in other settings in which people gather to pray and witness to justice for all who suffer the violence of racial injustice.
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