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Prayer Dialogue with God, following the shootings in Las Vegas
Based on Habakkuk 1.2-5

	Holy One, how long shall we cry for help, and you will not listen?


		Can you hear us? 
our frightened cities,  our cries of terror, our panic and fear.

Clothe yourself in wisdom….

Or cry to you ‘Violence!’ and you will not save? 

		Our hearts break;
	 	This violence is within us; we have lost the way to Peace.

	Clothe yourself in Wisdom. 
Gird yourself in Courage….

Why do you make us see wrongdoing and look at trouble?

We have eyes, but do not see the way ahead;
		we have ears, but do not understand your call.

Clothe yourself in Wisdom.  
Gird yourself in Courage.
Open your hearts to the World I love….

	Destruction and violence are before us; strife and contention arise. 


		We are made in your image,
		Give us tools to restore the broken places.
	
	Clothe yourself in Wisdom.  
Gird yourself in Courage.
Open your hearts to the World I love.  
Speak Truth to Power….

	So our law becomes slack and justice never prevails.


		Yet we know your Law is simple: Love You, Holy One, Love Neighbor;
Let Justice and Mercy flow into common good.

 	Clothe yourself in Wisdom. 
Gird yourself in Courage.
Open yourself to the World I love. 
Speak Truth to Power.  
Build the Beloved Community.

Written by the Rev. Susan A. Blain, Faith Formation Ministries.  © 2017 United Church of Christ.  Permission given for use in worship or educational settings.  All publishing rights reserved.
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Blessing in a Time of Violence, by Jan Richardson   

Which is to say
this blessing
is always.
Which is to say
there is no place
this blessing
does not long
to cry out
in lament,
to weep its words
in sorrow,
to scream its lines
in sacred rage.
Which is to say
there is no day
this blessing ceases
to whisper
into the ear
of the dying,
the despairing,
the terrified.
Which is to say
there is no moment
this blessing refuses
to sing itself
into the heart
of the hated
and the hateful,
the victim
and the victimizer,
with every last
ounce of hope
it has.
Which is to say
there is none
that can stop it,
none that can
halt its course,
none that will
still its cadence,
none that will
delay its rising,
none that can keep it
from springing forth
from the mouths of us
who hope,
from the hands of us
who act,
from the hearts of us
who love,
from the feet of us
who will not cease
our stubborn, aching
marching, marching
until this blessing
has spoken
its final word,
until this blessing
has breathed
its benediction
in every place,
in every tongue:
Peace.
Peace.
Peace.				

Blessing: “Blessing in a Time of Violence” at http://paintedprayerbook.com/ © Jan Richardson. janrichardson.com. Used with permission.
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Prayer for Las Vegas
October 2, 2017

O Holy One, O Beloved in the midst of broken Community:
Your people in Las Vegas cry out to you.  
Your people throughout the world echo their cry:
Hear our prayer.  

An evening of peace and celebration undone by violence;
A community of music and playfulness scattered in fear.
Your people in Las Vegas cry out to you.  
Your people throughout the world echo their cry:
Hear our prayer.  

So much fear and confusion, so much terror and loss:
Pour out your healing presence. 

So much courage and kindness, so much generosity and outreach: 
May they find in such goodness a shelter of hope.

Come now, Healer, and use your people as instruments of new life for Las Vegas: 

You are Love,  help them love.  
You are Comforter,  help them comfort.
You are Justice,  help them do justice.
You are Mercy,  help them show mercy.  
You are Forgiveness,  help them forgive.  
You are Builder,  help them rebuild.

Let your vision for a community of safety and joy be known again in Las Vegas, 
and in all the communities of the world.
Your people in Las Vegas cry out to you.  
Your people throughout the world echo their cry:
Hear our prayer.  

We pray all this in the name of Jesus 
--Word who dwells among us wherever we build community—
Wounded Healer;  Risen Savior;  Maker of All Things New.

Prayer for Las Vegas by the Rev. Susan A. Blain, Faith Formation Ministry Team.  This prayer has sadly been adapted from prayers used on behalf of many other cities experiencing gun violence in the last few years.
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