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The theme for the 2016 Christmas Fund Offering is God's Love Colors Everything. These worship resources have been developed around that theme using the Revised Common Lectionary readings for this year’s Advent/Christmas season. Ready-to-use PowerPoint presentations, bulletin inserts, information on how the funds are used, and an archive of previous years’ worship resources are available at www.christmasfund.org.
The song accompanying the Advent candle lighting liturgies, “Shine a Candle,” is found http://re-worshipsongs.blogspot.com/2012/11/advent-song-shine-candle.html. Note that the words change each week to reflect each Sunday's theme.
We thank you for your willingness to use these worship resources and promote the important ministry that happens through the Christmas Fund!

ADVENT II - PEACE
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

Lighting the Second Advent Candle

One: 	We are God’s gathered people.
Many:	And so come to this moment filled with holy hope.

(The candle of Hope is lit)

One: 	May justice roll down
Many:	And peace flow like a mighty river around the world
One: 	May equity be the reality for generations yet to come
Many:	And may peace flow throughout humanity, as it did with the One
One: 	The One who was sent here, the One who sent us, the One whose power never fails
Many:	Peace is possible and we are resolved today to believe. 
	For if God be for us, then anything we dream of can be a reality.
	We light this candle as we proclaim peace around the world.
We stand together, from one end of the Earth to the other, knowing God is with us.

(The candle of Peace is lit, and the congregation sings:)

Shine a candle in the darkness, breathe new peace into our lives.
Wind your blessed peace around us till the day when Christ arrives.
Shine a candle in the darkness.
Wind your blessed peace around us.
Shine a candle in the darkness, breathe new peace into our lives.
Wind your blessed peace around us till the day when Christ arrives.

Call to the Offering 
(for those churches receiving the offering on December 4)

During this season, many generously give to their loved ones. They do so as a means of celebrating and expressing gratitude. This giving comes in many forms. Some may choose to give monetary gifts; others give of their time and energy. It is important, however, to remember the many among us who have limited resources – so limited, in fact, that they struggle in what should be a season of hope and peace. Communities, as ours, are historically known for serving those most marginalized, for giving what we can to support those in our community who are in need. Today, during this season of Advent, our offering will be used to support the Christmas Fund of the United Church of Christ. This offering will benefit active and retired pastors and lay employees by ensuring their health care, retirement income, and providing relief from financial emergency. Let us be a blessing as we ourselves have been blessed. Let us prepare our hearts to give.

Prayer of Dedication

Divine One, thank you for another opportunity to support those among us who are in need. Thank you for the pastors, teachers, and spiritual leaders who have served our communities so diligently with care and love. We ask you now, O God, to bless these funds so they may be a blessing to those leaders among us who are in the midst of struggle this season. We do so with open hearts, open minds and willing spirits. We trust you now, God, and we thank you in advance for what it is you’re about to do. In the name of Christ who is our hope and our peace. Amen.  
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Tom Emanuel wears many hats: poet, playwright, performer, preacher, pedagogue…even a
few that don’t begin with the letter “P”!  Born and raised in the Black Hills of South Dakota, he is currently in the third year of his Master of Divinity program at PSR. He also serves as co-director of the Mythic Theater, a radical worship arts collective based out of Berkeley, California, and as Minister-in-Training at Mira Vista UCC in El Cerrito, California.

Schmian Evans is a “bridge builder” who uses her gifts and skills in service of those most marginalized. She is a minister at City of Refuge, UCC in Oakland, California and holds a Master of Divinity degree and Certificate in Sexuality and Religion from PSR and a B.A. in Gender Studies from California State University Stanislaus. Schmian has served as an advocate for those living on the outer edges for several years, as an educator, mentor, and organizational leader. She continues the important work of bridge building through research, teaching, activism, and public speaking.

Todd Whitley is a second-year Master of Divinity student at PSR. He is from Texas, where he is a member of Cathedral of Hope UCC and guided the church’s associated social justice organization before beginning seminary. Todd is a father of four, grandfather of two, and partner to Miguel Atkins who introduced him to the United Church of Christ.

Sharon Fennema is the Assistant Professor of Christian Worship and Director of Worship Life at PSR, where she is also the Director of the Certificate in Sexuality and Religion program. She earned her Ph.D. in liturgical studies from the Graduate Theological Union, and also holds a Bachelor of Music degree in Voice Performance from St. Olaf College and a Masters of Arts in Religion degree from Yale University Divinity School and Institute of Sacred Music. Prior to her post at PSR, she spent two years as a Lecturer on Ritual, Liturgy and Preaching at Harvard Divinity School in Cambridge, Massachusetts.



