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The cross we bear 
precedes the crown we wear.
To be a Christian one must take up the cross,
with all its difficulties and agonizing 
and tension-packed content and carry it 
until that very cross leaves its marks upon us
and redeems us to that more excellent way
which comes only through suffering.
                                   --Martin Luther King, Jr.	
In the pain, misfortune, oppression
and death of the people,
God is silent.
God is silent on the cross,
in the crucified.
And this silence is God’s word,
God’s cry.  In solidarity,
God speaks the language of love.
                    --Jon Sobrino, El Salvador
                
Do you not know that all of us
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into Christ’s death?
Therefore we have been buried with Christ 
by baptism into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of God, so we too might 
walk in newness of life.
                                --Romans 6:3-4	

 O Christ, thou didst sleep
 a life-giving sleep in the grave,
 and didst awaken humankind
 from the heavy sleep of sin.
--Byzantine Liturgy

 Awake, O sleeper,
 and arise from the dead,
 and Christ shall give you light.
 Light of the resurrection,
 Begotten before the Morning Star
 Who gives life through your radiance.
                  --Ancient baptismal acclamation
	




Christ our Lord,
like the seed buried in the ground,
you brought forth for us
the harvest of grace. 
Christ the Good Shepherd,
in death you lay hidden from the world.
                              --Antiphons:  Morning Prayer

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness;
for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
         but that very Spirit intercedes
         with sighs too deep for words.
         And God who searches the heart,
         knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
         because the Spirit intercedes 
         for the saints
         according to the will of God.
                                           --Romans 8:26-27
	
          In the mighty name of God,
          In the saving name of Jesus,
          In the strong name of the Spirit,
                      We cry, we watch, we wait
                       We look, we long
                        for you.
                                                    --Celtic Prayer
        The cross is the way of the lost
        The cross is the staff of the lame
        The cross is the strength of the weak
        The cross is the hope of the hopeless
        The cross is the freedom of the slave
        The cross is the water of the seeds
        The cross is the source 
for folk seeking water
        The cross is the cloth of the naked
                        --10th Century African Hymn	           
In the sky
        The song of the skylark greets the dawn.
         In the fields, wet with dew, 
         the scents of the violets fills the air.
         On such a lovely morning as this--
         Surely on such a lovely morning as this--
            Lord Jesus came forth from the tomb.
                                       --Misuno Genzo, Japan
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