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Ascension Day
Service prayers and suggestions for ritual
May 10, 2018
Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53

THEME IDEAS
Ascension Day begins a period of waiting for the followers of Jesus.  The Risen Christ, who has been wonderfully and unexpectedly present with them since Easter, comforting, teaching, challenging, leaves them to return to the One who sent him into their midst in the first place.  Christ leaves them with many unanswered questions, but with the promise of the Spirit to come and empower them for a future they can hardly imagine.  The time between Ascension Day and Pentecost is what we might call today a “retreat”, where the disciples gather together to wait and ponder all that has happened to them, and to prepare for this new moment in the mission they will share. “Why are you looking up to heaven?” is the challenge posed to the disciples by the two strangers in dazzling robes.  The prayer, the work, the mission, the Spirit of Christ is to be discovered here on earth in new and surprising ways.

Suggestion for ritual: The Christ Candle, symbol of the Risen Christ, is traditionally processed out of the sanctuary following the reading of the Ascension Day Gospel. It is a startling and unsettling ritual, but it makes the point that Jesus must now be present to us in a new way.  Perhaps worship leaders could bring the Pascal Candle into the center of the Congregation at the reading of the Gospel, and at the reading’s conclusion continue its journey out of the sanctuary.  

GATHERING WORDS (Ephesians 1: 17-19 from The Inclusive Bible) 
I pray that the God of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the God of glory, 
will give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation, 
to bring you to a rich knowledge of the Creator….
[May] God… enlighten the eyes of your mind 
so that you can see the hope this call holds for you—
the promised glories that God’s Holy Ones will inherit, 
and the infinitely great power that is exercised for us who believe.

CALL TO WORSHIP (Ephesians 1: 15-23)
Mystery of God, draw us near:
Enlighten the eyes of our minds!  

Wisdom of God, surprise us:
Encourage us with Hope! 
	
Glory of God, shine through our lives:
Revealing the Body of Christ!

In the Mystery, the Wisdom, the Glory of God
Let us worship!

OPENING PRAYER (Acts 1: 1-11)
Unknowable God, 
on this most unsettling day 
you draw Jesus to your side, 
promising his companions Spirit, power, mission
and calling on them to trust in a future 
which they cannot yet see.
Guide us who gather here today into your depths 
to glimpse your Spirit already at work in our lives
revealing your truth and 
empowering us to witness to the Risen Christ 
throughout the world: 

We pray this in the name of Jesus,
your Mystery, your Wisdom, your Glory.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Acts 1; Luke 24: 47-48)
The story of Ascension Day challenges us 
to seek the presence of the Risen Christ in the here and now, 
in our lives, our community, our world.

When we “look up to heaven” only, for our answers, 
and so fail to seek the Spirit at work in our midst--
Holy One, have mercy.

When we forget to repent of our wrongs and to forgive others theirs, 
and so fail to give witness to the Risen Christ --
Christ, have mercy.

When we doubt the power of the Spirit at work 
changing hearts and opening minds	
and so fail to work toward relationships of righteousness and peace--
Holy One, have mercy.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Friends, the love of God revealed in Jesus 
forgives us, heals us and sets us free
to witness to his love in the world.

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST (Ephesians 1: 15-16a)
In the spirit of Paul, 
who gave  thanks for  the community’s faith in the Risen Christ 
and love for each other, let us pass the Peace of Christ. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE WORD (Psalm 47: 5-6 from The Inclusive Bible)
As Christ Candle is taken into the congregation
God ascended the throne with a shout, 
with trumpet blasts!
Sing praise to God, sing praise, 
sing praise to our Ruler, sing praise!

RESPONSE TO THE WORD (Acts 1: 10-11a)
After Christ Candle has been taken out
Jesus was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 
When suddenly two strangers in white robes stood by them, saying
“Why do you stand looking up toward heaven? 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING (Luke 24: 47)
Christ calls us to participate in a mission of reconciliation throughout the world, I	nviting us to participate in the building up of the Body of Christ, 
where Justice and Peace prevail.  
Let us give generously of our time, talents and treasure to foster this mission.

OFFERING PRAYER 
O God, we bring to you this offering, 
and ask you to bless it and use it to make your reign known in our world.  
In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

BENEDICTION (Acts 1; Luke 24: 53)
The disciples looked up to heaven, 
and then looked around at each other, 
and began to recognize the presence of their beloved Jesus in their midst.  
They went forth rejoicing, 
singing and praying and waiting for the Spirit’s coming.

Let us, too, go forth 
confident in God, rejoicing in each other, 
to pray and await the surprise of the Spirit.

Ascension Day Service was written by the Rev. Susan A. Blain, Minister for Faith Formation: Curator for Worship and Liturgical Arts, UCC.
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