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Sabbath!
Service Prayers for the Second Sunday after Pentecost
June 3, 2018

Deuteronomy 5:12-15 and Psalm 81:1-10  • 2 Corinthians 4:5-12  • Mark 2:23-3:6

Call to Worship	(Deuteronomy 5:12-15; Mark 2:23-3:6)
In a world of breaking news/broken news, 
urgent texts from a world at once too large and too small,
where lies often masquerade as fact, God calls us to
Stop and Sabbath: Refresh Truth

In a world where privilege masquerades as “The way it is meant to be”
And the poor are cut off from life’s necessities, God calls us to
Stop and Sabbath: Refresh Justice

In a world where fear of difference fosters suspicion and undermines community,
Where threats of violence masquerade as means to peace, God calls us to 
Stop and Sabbath: Refresh Wisdom

Invocation
O God who commands us to Sabbath,
In the midst of the world 
you call us deep into your mystery of love.
You offer us precious time-out-of-time
to immerse ourselves in your abundant life,
and refresh us in your vision of wholeness for all.
Meet us here as we Sabbath, 
and show us again the goodness of all you have made.
Let our Sabbath-ing restore our hope and 
strengthen our courage to follow Jesus, 
your Child who models life-giving Sabbath for all.

Call to Confession  (Deuteronomy 5:12-15)
Today’s reading from Deuteronomy reminds us that Sabbath is God’s gift to all creation; it is not the privilege of a few, resting on the work of many.  Everyone is called to this precious rest—including children, servants, strangers—even working livestock! 

When we shape our lives with no rest, no reflection, 
no prayer, no “Space for Grace”
Lord, have mercy.

When we perpetuate systems 
which depend on unrelenting labor of the poor, 
and do not advocate for living wages and balanced work and rest for all
Christ, have mercy.

When we wear out our precious Earth home with practices 
that do not sustain abundant life for all
Lord, have mercy.

Assurance of Grace
	All who follow Jesus Christ, ruler of the Sabbath, 
receive this longed for invitation:
	“Come to me, all you who labor and are heavy burdened, 
and I will give you rest!”
Rest in Christ’s forgiveness, 
and be strengthened to work and to Sabbath in love and justice. 
	
Call to Offering 
	The treasure of God’s glory is Jesus, shining in our hearts. 
We hold this treasure in the earthen vessels of our lives.  
Let us share freely of the gifts we have been given, 
that the glory of God may be known 
	in the works of community, justice and peace.

Dedication
	Take and receive these gifts dear God, 
bless and multiply them 
that they may show the world your glory, 
shining through our lives.

Benediction
	Go forth in peace to live into God’s most joyful command:  Sabbath!
	And may that Sabbath rest bear fruit 
n justice, love and peace 
for each of us, and all of us.


Title: Service Prayers for the Second Sunday after Pentecost was written by the Rev. Susan A. Blain, Minister for Faith Formation: Curator of Worship and Liturgical Arts.
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