
HOMEPAGE | 2        HEADLINES | 3    OPINION MATTERS | 4    SYNOD | 9       PEOPLE | 19    ACROSS THE UCC | 20

PREACHER
DATES!

How one pastor found healing after 
divorce.

LETTING 
IT SHINE

Special coverage of what 
happened in Hartford.

COUNTING  
QUANDRIES

Size of denominations often 
skewed.

CHASE
IS OVER

Communication director bids 
farewell.

inside

4A

7
ER

A

9A

14
NG

A

a publication of the 
United Church of Christ
Vol. XXIII, No. 4 
August | September 2007
Section A

 NATIONAL EDITION | UNITED CHURCH NEWS

Randy Varcho photo



Linda Jaramillo

FROM THE
COL LEGIUM

A2       UNITED CHURCH NEWS    AUGUST | SEPTEMBER 2007

homepage      from the collegium | shorthand

SHORTHAND

WE MUST CONTINUE TO 
raise our Christian voice and 
make it known in the 

midst of societal indifference.” 

Order event DVDs at <ucc.org/synod>

Party never over 
for church that 
proclaims Jubilee

SYNOD ON DVD
Thirty-six presentations from General Synod 26 will are now avail-
able on DVD for personal and congregational use.

“In order to keep General Synod alive and share the challenges 
presented to us by the speakers at Synod in the City, we are offering 
DVD recordings of 36 different General Synod highlights,” said the 
Rev. Robert Chase, the UCC’s director of communication.

Through these taped live performances, people across the 
church will be able to experience how God is still speaking through 
various disciplines — including, for example, the artist (He Qi), 
through the journalist (Leonard Pitts), through the scientist (Ray 
Kurzweil), through the theologian (Renita Weems).

Hear inspired preaching from the Rev. DaVita Carter McAllister, 
the Rev. John H. Thomas and Dr. Mary Mikhail. Hear the music of 
Rachel Barton Pine, the Children’s Orchestra, Voices of the Pacifi c, 
oikos, and others. Experience the birthday-bash laser show, liturgical 
dancers, storytellers, processionals and humor.

And don’t forget keynoters Barack Obama, Bill Moyers, Lynn 
Redgrave and Marian Wright Edelman.

“This is a perfect opportunity to share this great experience of the 
church with others,” Chase said. “These DVDs would make perfect 
holiday gifts or as presents in recognition of service to the church.”

The cost is $25 each for fi rst DVD; $15 each for two to fi ve 
DVDs; $10 each for six or more, plus shipping and handling. Please 
allow up to two to four weeks for delivery. Order online at <ucc.org/
synod> or call 800/537-3394.

THE REAL THING
After the Vatican on July 10 reasserted the primacy of the Roman 
Catholic Church, called other Christian churches defective and said 
Protestant denominations are not even churches “in the proper 
sense,” UCC church leaders responded.

“It is most upsetting to read persistent language, not new yet 
still distressing, characterizing the Protestant churches as not having 
‘preserved the genuine and integral substance of the Eucharistic 
mystery,’ thus relegating us to a category of ‘ecclesial communi-
ties’ rather than ‘church,’” wrote the Rev. Lydia Veliko, the UCC’s 
ecumenical offi cer, in a response circulated to UCC Conference 
Ministers. “However much we may disagree, those of us who have 
been involved in dialogue with Roman Catholics are quite familiar 
with this perspective, and understand how Roman Catholics come 
to this view within the logic of their own ecclesiological convictions.  
Nevertheless, that the Vatican again feels the need to remind us of 
this is, at the very least, troubling.”

The Vatican statement, which was “ratifi ed and confi rmed” by 
Pope Benedict XVI and published with his approval, reiterates some 
of the most controversial ideas in a 2000 Vatican declaration pub-
lished under Benedict’s authority when he was still Cardinal Joseph 

Ratzinger. The four-page document purports to correct “erroneous 
interpretation” and “misunderstanding” of the teachings of the Second 
Vatican Council of the 1960s, which paved the way for ecumenical 
dialogue between Catholics and other Christian churches.

Veliko, however, remained positive about Catholic-Protestant-
Orthodox relationships, especially in the United States.

“We appreciate the many ways in which Roman Catholics … 
work collaboratively and collegially with Protestant and Orthodox 
colleagues, in many cases exhibiting the very best of the ecumenical 
spirit to which they made visible commitment in the days following 
Vatican II,” she said. “The UCC, as well as many of our partners, have 
been positively impacted by the Roman Catholic Church’s commit-
ment to dialogue in the last 40 years. This work has enhanced the 
pastoral, liturgical, and theological life of all of our churches.”

WELCOME READERS
Studies show that Iowa is the most literate state in the union, so it’s 
no wonder that so many smart people there have decided to start 
reading United Church News.

With this issue, we welcome 19,000 new subscribers from the 
Iowa Conference, which voted at its annual meeting in June to begin 
producing an Iowa Conference section that will accompany distribu-
tion of the national section to the Conference’s mailing list. That’s a 
10 percent increase in readership for us, and it pushes United Church 
News’ overall circulation to well over 200,000.

In addition, the 4,300-member Cathedral of Hope UCC in Dal-
las, Texas, conducted a subscription campaign in May. Thus, we also 
welcome 500 new households from that congregation alone.

If your church is interested in getting on the bandwagon with 
increased readership, send those names to <ucn@pubinfocenter.
com> or, for more information, call 800/363-0575.

Now, one more thing, we’d be amiss if we failed to mention that 
small, white envelope that routinely falls to the fl oor every time you 
open a copy of this newspaper. Pick it up. That’s what pays for all of 
this. We much need and appreciate your regular fi nancial support.

 
THANKS, SYNOD REPORTERS
The newsroom at General Synod is an around-the-clock operation 
intended to provide the best coverage possible for fi ve agenda-
packed, 14-hour programming days.

This issue of United Church News contains only a small faction 
of the news, features and commentary made available through fi ve 
“Daily Digests” distributed early each morning at Synod, in addition 
to online coverage posted at <ucc.org/news>.

United Church News extends its biggest thanks to its 
considerate, competent, and committed staff of volunteer 
journalists, who gave of their time — without pay — to report on 
Synod happenings. Those reporters included the Rev. J. Martin 
Bailey, Michelle Carter, Joanne Griffi th Domingue, the Rev. W. 
Evan Golder, Tim Kershner and Jeff Woodard.

Volunteer help also was offered at crucial moments from Alice 
Foltz, Debbie Taylor and Terry Ogawa. George Conklin, known to 
many for taking the now-famous 1957 “handshake” photo, offered 
photography and uploads to Worldwide Faith News.

Staff from the UCC’s Proclamation, Identity and Communication 
ministry included the Rev. J. Bennett Guess, editor and newsroom 
director; Randy Varcho, art director, designer and photographer; 
Connie Larkman, press liaison and assistant newsroom director; 
Dan Hazard, web manager and photographer; Michelle May, web 
designer; and Sherrell Johnson, administrative assistant. Also, Tony 
Brooks, from the UCC’s Information Sytems team, was instrumental 
in getting our on-site systems up and running.

And a special thanks to you, the reader, for your continued 
support of our news operation.

news.ucc.org
ON THE WEB 24-7
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eneral Synod 26 — the 
UCC’s 50th anniversary 
celebration — was a mag-
nifi cent family party. After 
spending over a week in 
Hartford, I saw just how 

much work went into this incredible 
event.

I want to express my sincere grati-
tude to General Synod, the 50th Anniversary Planning Committee 
and the hundreds of staff and volunteers that made it all happen. 
And, a special word of thanks to my colleague, Edith Guffey, for 
her dedicated leadership and able administration. As with any fam-
ily gathering, much preparation was needed to make things ready 
for all the company.

However, the party is not over, and as after any celebration, 
there is housework that remains.

I agree with the hundreds of UCC family members who have 
said that this Synod was truly like no other. For each of us, there 
were those special moments that we will always remember. 

For me, there are too many to list. But among my high 
points were the pow-
erful speeches heard 
throughout our time to-
gether, the demonstra-
tion of solidarity when 
delegates and visitors 
received the Pastoral 
Letter on the Iraq War, 
and the diversity present 
on stage during worship 
and plenary sessions.

In contrast to seeing the historic photographs of the 1957 union 
— which was symbolized by a pilgrimage of church leaders, who 
were all Caucasian men, culminating in a handshake of commu-
nion — a signifi cant moment at the 50th anniversary worship was 
when three women celebrated the service of Holy Communion.

For a church of extravagant welcome, the party is never over.
Speakers congratulated the UCC for its consistent prophetic 

witness in the face of adversity. We could sit back and relish in the 
aftermath of our light shining brightly and publicly in Hartford. 
We could even rest in Bill Moyers’ praise by applauding our “pro-
phetic voice against the militarism, materialism, and racism that 
chokes America’s arteries.”

Or, we can be challenged to stay the course in the midst of 
diffi cult times. We must continue to raise our Christian voice and 
make it known in the midst of societal indifference. The party is 
not over; there is witnessing to do if we are to be a peace with 
justice church.

This General Synod was also a demonstration of the church 
at work with engagement and debate on important business facing 
the church. We should applaud this clear expression of the “de-
mocracy of the pew,” as Moyers described it.

We have reached our 50th year, a year for taking stalk, a year 
of “Jubilee.” When Jesus inaugurated his ministry as written in 
Luke’s Gospel (chapter 4), he used the language of Jubilee to de-
scribe his purpose in our midst: “to bring good news to the poor, to 
proclaim release to the captives.” 

As we celebrate the UCC’s signifi cant milestone, let us also 
step up and step out to realize Jubilee as our mission: to put things 
back into balance, to bring things back into equilibrium.

The Rev. John Gregory Davis, chair of Justice and Witness 
Ministries’ board of directors, calls these crucifi xion times that re-
quire resurrection faith.

The party is not over, there is much preaching, teaching and 
praying to do.
The Rev. Linda Jaramillo is executive minister for Justice and Witness Ministries 
and a member of the fi ve-person Collegium of Offi cers.
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T he UCC will continue its 
50-year tradition of media 
justice advocacy, despite 

the resignation of the head of its 
media advocacy organization.

The Rev. Robert Chase, ex-
ecutive director of the Washing-
ton, D.C.-based Office of Com-
munication of the United Church 
of Christ, Inc. (OC, Inc.), has an-
nounced that he is leaving his post 
of eight years to become director 
of a New York-based justice orga-
nization.

“Bob Chase’s inspired leader-
ship of OC, Inc., in partnership 
with [managing director and at-
torney] Cheryl Leanza, has helped 
the UCC build on the remarkable 
legacy in media advocacy that 
Everett Parker pioneered,” said 
the Rev. John H. Thomas, general 
minister and president. “The com-

mitment to jus-
tice in the media 
and to access 
for all remains a 
central mission 
for us. All who 
look to the UCC 
for leadership in this work should 
remain confident of our commit-
ment to excellence in the work of 
OC, Inc., in the years ahead.”

In addition to serving as ex-
ecutive director of  OC., Inc., 
Chase also served as the leader 
of the denomination’s Proclama-
tion, Identity and Communication 
Ministry in Cleveland. The UCC 
will conduct a full search for 
Chase’s successor, Thomas says. 
(see page 19).

During Chase’s years at the 
helm of OC, Inc., the historic me-
dia justice organization has dra-

matically expanded its operation, 
re-opened an office in Washington, 
D.C., and hired staff to address is-
sues of minority ownership, low 
power FM radio, children’s edu-
cational television, media consol-
idation and net neutrality.

“These efforts spring from 
our historic commitment to civil 
rights,” Chase said. “Empow-
ering historically marginalized 
communities to find their voice 
remains at the center of our 
work. It has been a privilege to 
be associated with this legacy, 
begun by Everett Parker almost 

By W. Evan Golder

G od will still be speak-
ing through The Still-
speaking Initiative.

That was the word 
brought to General Synod del-
egates by Marilyn Dubasak, TSI 
coordinator, and the Rev. Linda 
Jaramillo, executive minister of 
Justice and Witness Ministries 
and a member of the Stillspeak-
ing Task Group.

“Hard to believe, but it’s 
only been three years,” Dubasak 
told the crowd gathered in Hart-
ford. “Only three years, and to-
day 60 percent of our members 
are in congregations that claim 
the brand of the United Church 
of Christ. That is, they say, ‘No 
matter who you are, or where you 
are on life’s journey, you are wel-
come here.’”

But this was all according to 
plan, Jaramillo added.

“The Stillspeaking Initiative 
was to be a discreet structural 
entity until 2007, with the intent 
— at that time — to integrate the 
best practices of this ‘movement’ 
into our ongoing life and wit-
ness,” she said.

To that end, she reported, the 
UCC Executive Council has ap-
proved a plan that returns direc-
tion for TSI to the UCC’s Procla-
mation, Identity and Communica-
tions (PIC) ministry team, where 
The Stillspeaking Initiative first 
took life under the imagination 
and leadership of Ron Buford.

“I wish to offer a word of pub-
lic thanks to Ron Buford,” said 
Jaramillo, “whose passion and 
vision and hard work as the Still-
speaking director gave this effort 
voice and personality across our 

church.”
Once TSI is back in PIC, the 

PIC team leader will convene a 
cross-ministry work team with 
representatives from the national 
ministries, the Conferences and 
Stillspeaking churches to con-
tinue the program. The UCC’s 
Church House in Cleveland is 
already advertising three new 
PIC-based staff positions to over-
see the continued Stillspeaking 
program, including the hiring of 
a coordinator, associate coordina-
tor and administrative assistant.

It will be funded by a com-
prehensive fund-raising plan, 
including expanding the UCC’s 
Strengthen the Church special 
mission offering, which is re-
ceived by most churches on or 
near Pentecost Sunday.

Citing church scholar the Rev. 
Anthony Robinson, Dubasak re-
ported that The Stillspeaking Ini-
tiative does three things: It puts 
us in touch with the wider culture 

through TV and advertising; it 
gives us easy ways to say who we 
are; and it helps us recognize that 
a local church is mission, a sign 
of God’s realm.

Regarding future programs 
and resources, Jaramillo shared 
four possibilities: imagining the 
best of the “Synod in the City” 
presentations (from the all-day 
June 23 special event at Synod) 
available as podcasts, on You-
Tube, or as web-based resources; 
imagining a new set of promo-
tional headlines; imagining radio 
spots, customized for local mar-
kets; and imagining two new 15-
second TV commercials.

Dubasak concluded by asking 
delegates to do three things: pray, 
give generously, and promise 
yourself to go home and “imagine 
boldly and ramp up your invita-
tion and welcome.”

“Imagine success,” she said. 
“Plan for it. Pray for it. Keep at 
it. Be thankful to God.”

By J. Bennett Guess

Church leaders intend to 
gather 100,000 endors-
ing signatures to the 

UCC’s Pastoral Letter on the 
Iraq War before the first week of 
October, at which time they will 
travel to Washington, D.C., to 
present the statement and signa-
tures to government officials.

The 700-word statement, 
which calls for the war’s end, 
was first presented during the 
opening plenary at General Syn-
od 26 by the five-person Colle-
gium of Officers. The letter has 
been endorsed by all Conference 
Ministers and Seminary Presi-
dents.

“Thousands of pre-
cious American lives 
have been lost; thou-
sands more have been 
altered forever by pro-
found injuries. We grieve 
each loss and embrace bereaved 
families with our prayers and 
compassion,” the letter reads in 
part. “Tens of thousands more in-
nocent Iraqi lives are daily being 
offered on the altar of preemp-
tive war and sectarian violence. 
They, too, are precious, and we 
weep for them.”  

The full text is available 
online at <ucc.org>, where
individuals are being urged to 
offer their names in support. 
As of July 17, only about 6,000 
persons had endorsed the state-
ment.

“It’s going to take a signifi-
cant amount of work for all of 
us to reach the goal of 100,000 
signatures before the beginning 
of October,” said the Rev. John 
H. Thomas, general minister 
and president. “But I believe the 
enthusiasm for the Pastoral Let-
ter that we witnessed at General 
Synod demonstrates the deep 
concern about this war that ex-
ists across our church.”

Here is what is being re-
quested of UCC members and 
churches:

 On Sunday, Sept. 16, 
2007, read the Pastoral Letter 
on the Iraq War at your church 
and distribute a prepared bulle-
tin insert, in commemoration of 
the International Day of Peace, 
observed annually on Sept. 21, 
as designated by the United Na-
tions. (The text and insert can 
be downloaded at <ucc.org>. In 
addition, for easy duplication, 
one copy is being mailed to all 
churches in August’s All-Church 
Mailing.)

 “Join protest to prayer” 
by lifting your voices, along with 

those across the UCC, for an end 
to the war in Iraq. Promote the 
Pastoral Letter on the Iraq War 
in your church and community.

 By the fi rst Sunday in 
October, sign the online petition 
at <ucc.org> and help reach a 
goal of 100,000 signatures be-
fore World Communion Sunday. 
(Handwritten signatures should 
include name, city/state and 
church name — and an e-mail 
address if available — mailed to 
Pastoral Letter Endorsers, UCC 
Justice and Witness Ministries, 
700 Prospect Ave., Cleveland, 
OH 44115-1100.)

 Encourage others to read 
the letter and lend their endorse-
ment online at <ucc.org>.

 Pray for UCC leaders as 
they travel to Washington, D.C., 
in the week following World 
Communion Sunday to present 
the letter and the list of endors-
ing UCC members to the leader-
ship of Congress and members 
of the Administration.

CAN I HAVE 100,000 WITNESSES?
Before taking anti-war message 
to Washington, UCC leaders call 
for massive show of support

STILLSPEAKING IS STILLGOING,

‘Branding’ work to continue through 
church’s communications ministry

THOMAS: UCC remains committed to media advocacy

a half century ago.”
Leanza says OC, Inc.’s legacy 

and reputation keep it in a strong 
position to continue to fight for 
media justice in the years ahead.

“OC, Inc.’s staff, board and 
supporters will be working to en-
sure a smooth transition and the 
successful implementation of our 
existing projects and our new ini-
tiatives, including increased out-
reach to the faith community,” 
Leanza said.

In light of his contributions 
to the media justice movement. 

Chase will be the featured speaker 
at the 25th annual Everett C. Park-
er Ethics in Telecommunications 
Lecture at the National Press Club 
on Sept. 18.

Since 1959, at the urging of 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., 
the UCC has been a leading advo-
cate for those historically exclud-
ed from the media. The Rev. Ever-
ett C. Parker, OC, Inc.’s founding 
director, initiated landmark court 
cases that have established the 
principle that the airwaves belong 
to the people, not corporations.

All who look to the UCC for leadership in this 
work should remain confi dent.”

— John H. Thomas
General Minister and President

FULL TEXT AND SUNDAY BULLETIN INSERT 
CAN BE DOWNLOADED AT <UCC.ORG>

Stillspeaking Coordinator Marilyn Dubasak addresses General Synod 26 delegates.
Randy Varcho photo
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SEND LETTERS of fewer than 150 words to United 
Church News, 700 Prospect Ave., Cleve land, OH 44115; 
e-mail <guessb@ ucc.org>. Let ters may be ed it ed for 
brev i ty and clarity. 

Bob Chase

FROM
THE 

PUBLISHER

have a unique “view” of General Syn-
od. No, I don’t mean a distinct “per-
spective” on our biennial gathering, I 
am referring to the actual place where 
I view the events in the plenary hall.

As director of the gavel-to-gavel 
image-magnification screens that ap-

pear in the plenary hall, I see the action 
through multiple television monitors wired 
to our five cameras. So, I get to view the 
action simultaneously through multiple 
lenses, most of which does not appear on the 
screens.

Like Santa, “I see you when you’re 
sleeping and know when you’re awake.”

The power of worship, the electricity of 
an inspirational keynote, the beat of music, 
moderators’ frustration when things don’t 
run smoothly — all are magnified for me by 
bright backstage monitors. Since I must be 
attentive every minute — lest cameras wan-
der or cues get missed — it is an exhilarat-
ing and exhausting experience.

This year, the emotion of it all was fur-
ther intensified by knowing that two days 
after General Synod, I would share the news 
with my staff — who had performed so bril-
liantly throughout our 50th  anniversary 
year and at General Synod — that I would 
be leaving my post as the UCC’s director of 
communication.

A few days earlier, I had been named by 
the Collegiate Church of New York as found-
ing director of Intersections, a new global 

initiative based in New York City. This inter-
faith venture hopes to bring together groups 
with fundamentally disparate perspectives 
and life experiences to forge practical strat-
egies that address peace, justice and recon-
ciliation in our world.

It is my task as founding director to 
chart the course for this new venture — to 
narrow its focus, develop a strategic plan 
and implement programming that heals the 
rifts in our society. We will seek common 
ground while still embracing diversity. And 
we will strive for measurable outcomes that 
have a real impact on individuals and com-
munities fractured by violence, alienation, 
bigotry and greed.

And so as I watched the action unfold 
at General Synod from the unique position 
of the director’s chair and from the perspec-
tive of knowing that I would soon be leaving 
the position that has so shaped my life these 
past eight years, I found myself in one of 
those “thin places,” where God is very near 

indeed.
I have cherished my time in this work, 

including my role as publisher of this es-
teemed newspaper. The team of gifted pro-
fessionals we have built at our Cleveland-
based Proclamation, Identity and Com-
munication Ministry and our Washington, 
D.C,-based Office of Communication, Inc. 
has been an extraordinary gift to the church 
and to me personally, consistently striving 
for excellence.

In some small ways, I believe we have 
made a difference in the UCC and beyond, 
especially among those who have been 
wounded by the church in the past and have 
taken the risk to renew their spiritual jour-
ney by responding to our welcome.

I am one of those who have come in 
from the outside, having chosen the UCC to 
be my church. During Synod, I found my-
self giving thanks to God for the privilege 
of working in your midst. I will truly miss 
this work; but I will not be far away. As my 
wife, Blythe, and I move on to New York, 
we know that God has richly blessed us in 
this ministry and that we have found a home 
in your midst, a place where we will always 
be welcome, now matter where on life’s 
journey we may be.

The Rev. Robert Chase, the UCC’s communication director 
since April 1999, is leaving his post at the end of August 
to become founding director of Intersections, a new global 
initiative based in New York. He will be missed.

Departing publisher: ‘God has richly blessed us in this ministry’

Ages-old outrage rages
How can we convince our churches of 

the importance of using the words “United 
Church of Christ” in their names?

No matter how much good the Stillspeak-
ing Initiative has done and continues to do, 
it’s an uphill battle if the person on the street 
doesn’t know that the “Congregational” or 
“Community” or “Union” church down the 
way is a United Church of Christ congrega-
tion. Why do we seem to make it harder for 
people to make the connection?

I shake my head at the many times I see 
in print or hear on the air something posi-
tive about one of our churches but the words 
“United Church of Christ” are not men-
tioned.

I am frustrated when 100 T-shirts are 
created for volunteers at the Florida Confer-
ence annual meeting and nowhere does it say 
“United Church of Christ,” a lost opportunity 

to have 100 walking billboards for our de-
nomination.

I am dismayed when UCC member and 
Synod speaker Marilynne Robinson is in-
terviewed in a national publication and she 
identifi es herself as a member of a “Congre-
gational” church, or when the Rev. Donna 
Schaper is on NPR but is identifi ed only as 
pastor of “Judson Memorial Church,” with 
no mention of the UCC.

A prominent woman is one of our local 
churches recently passed away and her obitu-
ary said she was a member of the “United 
Church of God.” We can’t seem to win, even 
in death.

I am passionate about the UCC and only 
wish others can come to know it as I have.

Rick Carson
Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC

Pass-a-Grille, Fla.

EDITOR’S REPLY: As a matter of style, United Church 
News has a longstanding policy of including “UCC” in names 
of all churches. “First Congregational Church,” therefore, 
becomes “First Congregational UCC.” If the word “church” is 
essential to the history of the congregation, such as “Church 
on the Green,” then we’ll oblige, sort of. It simply becomes 
“Church on the Green UCC.”

Following the 1957 union, most former Evangelical and 
Reformed congregations were far more willing to change 
their church names completely, but former Congregational-
ists were less obliged to do so. Consequently, the ages-old 
battle still enrages many. One member of a former Reformed 
congregation regularly tabulates in each issue of this news-
paper how many times “Reformed” is mentioned as opposed 
to “Congregational.” He’s not happy. 

To ‘UCC’ or not — what do you think? Let’s ‘soapbox’ about it. SOAPBOX

IN SOME SMALL WAYS, I believe 
we have made a difference 

in the UCC and beyond.”

AFTER 50 YEARS, isn’t it time for UCC 
churches to own and incorporate the “new” 
name? How do you feel about the oft-miss-
ing “United Church of Christ” from member 
churches’ public identities? How can we best 
add the “new” name without necessarily doing 
away with the old?

Does it make any difference?

SEND RESPONSES OF 75 WORDS OR LESS before Sept. 4 to:

 “SOAPBOX” 
 E-mail: <newsroom@ucc.org> 
 USPS: United Church News
  700 Prospect Ave., 
  Cleveland, OH 44115-1100
As always, we reserve the right to edit for brevity and clarity — and to add “UCC” to your church’s name.
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‘THAT THEY MAY ALL BE ONE’
Incoming moderator: ‘Mend broken relationships’

Marvin Morgan

COMMENTARY

‘CAN WE FIND A WAY TO VALUE ALL OUR MEMBERS?’
‘ECOT’ leader: Synod awash with ‘fresh wind of the Spirit’

Bob Thompson

COMMENTARY

n a brief commissioning cere-
mony held prior to the closing 
worship at General Synod 26 
in Hartford, Moderator Mer-
lyn Lawrence presented to me 
the General Synod modera-
tor medallion and banner and 
charged me, as well as incom-
ing Assistant Moderators Jane 
Tedder and John Humphrey, 

to fulfi ll our duties and responsibili-
ties to the best of our abilities with 
“God being our helper.”

Under the bright stage lights in 
the Hartford Civic Center, the me-
dallion — commissioned nearly 50 

years ago by the Indiana-Kentucky Conference and made by 
the stitchery group of Plymouth Congregational UCC in Fort 
Wayne, Ind. — appeared to be in perfect condition.

Even the assembled congregation of women, men and chil-
dren had a certain appearance of perfection. Perhaps my percep-
tions were clouded by the fact that this ceremony represented a 
very important milestone in my life. If imperfections were to be 
seen anywhere, that was not the moment for me to acknowledge 
them.

However, later in the evening and upon closer examination, 
I discovered many of the wires connecting the medallion’s 21 
pewter nameplates were weak, separated and broken as a result 
of age, or perhaps the heavy weight of the medallion itself.

No need to worry. My octogenarian father-in-law and I have 
already decided that what the medallion and its multiple plates 
need is a repair session in his workshop where he and I will 
gather with some of our best tools and some new wire loops 
from the local hardware store. I am confi dent that a few hours 
of careful attention in Dad’s workshop will leave the historic 
medallion in much better and stronger condition than when it 
was presented to me.

While I am fi lled with hope and confi dence that the many 

connectors on the medallion will soon be restored, I have a 
“sneaky suspicion” (an expression sometimes used by us south-
erners to indicate doubt) that the weak, separate and broken links 
among members of our beloved UCC will be much harder to 
mend.

Recently, during a conference of clergy and choir guild 
members held on the campus of Hampton University, where 
U.S. Sen. Barack Obama also served as keynote speaker, I en-
gaged in long conversations with three or four formerly active 
UCC pastors, whose congregations have ended their relation-
ships with our denomination. When I spoke to them regarding 
my plans to attend General Synod, each without exception, la-
mented their lost opportunities for fellowship with other pastors 
and members of the UCC.

At General Synod 26 in Hartford, delegates adopted, with 
amendments, a resolution that calls upon the UCC to make spe-
cial efforts to retain those churches “considering themselves to 
be evangelical, conservative, orthodox, or traditional (ECOT) in 
theological outlook.”

Currently there appears to be very little evidence that our 
church is really concerned about those members whom we’ve 
lost and those we are on the verge of losing. One person was 
overheard rejoicing over the fact that the 40 small-membership 
churches their Conference has lost had been replaced by a single 
church with several thousand members.

Although we appreciate gaining the large-membership 
church, the parables of the lost seem to suggest that a very dif-
ferent strategy be followed before the rejoicing begins.  

And so you’ve asked what my top priority will be as mod-
erator?

I plan to spend a lot time during the next two years mending 
broken relationships among our pastors and churches.

That we may all be one.

The Rev. Marvin L. Morgan, incoming moderator for General Synod 27 in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., is minister of pastoral care at First Congregational UCC in Atlanta, 

and faith communities coordinator for the Justice@Smithfi eld campaign of the United 
Food & Commercial Workers Union in Red Springs, N.C.

he reporter was interview-
ing me about my reactions 
to General Synod.  At least 
two of her questions ex-
pressed my thoughts bet-
ter than I could.

“Are you pleasantly 
surprised at the Synod?” she asked. I 
was, and I told her so.

My kudos to the national staff, 
the delegates, and the visitors for 
making this a Synod with a new 
spirit – or, perhaps, a fresh wind of 
the Spirit.  I came to General Synod 
on behalf of Faithful and Welcoming 
Churches (FWC) expecting reactions 

ranging from apathy to hostility.
Since FWC emerged only since the 2005 General Synod, this 

was our fi rst presence. We offered workshops, staffed a display 
table and presented a resolution asking that UCC churches and 
members who consider themselves ECOT (evangelical, conserva-
tive, orthodox, or traditional) be valued along with their theologi-
cal perspectives.

To be sure, we experienced scattered apathy and hostility. But 
that response was outweighed signifi cantly by expressions of in-
terest and welcome — privately and publicly. 

The question I brought to Synod was this: “Does your view 
of the UCC’s future include us?”  The answer I heard most con-
sistently was, “Yes.”

After I presented our resolution to the committee, one of the 
fi rst individuals to speak said, “I am a young, female, lesbian, 
multi-racial pastor. I represent all the groups the UCC has come to 
welcome.  But I think we need this resolution. My parents and my 
churches are more conservative than I am, and they tell me they 
do not feel welcome at UCC gatherings.”

My positive perception went deeper than the favorable action 
on our resolution or personal conversations. The General Synod 
seemed more comfortable with Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and the 
Bible than I expected. We seemed less apt to take actions and use 
words that alienate. Even our featured speaker, U.S. Sen. Barack 
Obama, mentioned favorably ECOT names and organizations 
such as World Vision, Rick Warren and the National Association 
of Evangelicals.

The reporter who interviewed me also asked a second insight-
ful question: “But didn’t the Synod at times feel like a Democratic 
love-fest?” I knew she was setting me up, looking for a confl ict 
story. But once again, she was right. There were certainly speakers 
whose theological and political one-sidedness caused discomfort 
for those of us who are ECOT.

According to the United Church News, there are 10 UCC 
members currently in the U.S. Congress — fi ve Democrats and 
fi ve Republicans. Those national political legislators symbolize 
the ideological and perhaps even the theological diversity of the 
UCC. We are not all of the same mind. It’s what makes us UCC.

Would it not have been a strong symbol of our diversity to 
invite one of the UCC Republicans to speak as well at Synod? 
Politics aside, should we not also hear from thoughtful theolo-
gians and activists who are ECOT? Can we fi nd a way to value all 
our members by giving them fair representation in future public 
gatherings of our diverse denomination? Hopefully in the future 
we can.

The Rev. Bob Thompson, president of Faithful and Welcoming Churches, is pastor of 
Corinth Reformed UCC in Hickory, N.C.  

EDITOR’S NOTE: Some UCC Republicans will be happy to hear that U.S. Sen. 
Olympia J. Snowe, R-Maine, is scheduled to receive the UCC’s prestigious Everett 
C. Parker Award for commitment to the public interest at the 25th annual Everett C. 
Parker Ethics in Telecommunications Lecture, on Sept. 18 at the National Press Club 
in Washington, D.C.

LOAVES AND FISHES
Baskets were brimming after General Synod worship 
services where special offerings were received to support 
various ministries. Here’s the take.

$16,000 = Friday evening, June 22, to support 
UCC-related Christian Activities Council 
and UCC’s Silver Lake Conference Cen-
ter, both in Connecticut.

$44,000 = Sunday afternoon, June 24, to support 
50th Anniversary Strategic Initiatives 
Fund.

$18,000 = Tuesday evening, June 26, to support 
Our Church’s Wider Mission (National 
Basic Support).

Synod was full of more noteworthy speeches than this 
single edition of United Church News could possibly report. 
Here are a few quotables worth mentioning. Read more 
about these and other presentations at <ucc.org/news>.

There is no greater task, no more diffi cult task than 
to educate our youth in the name of Jesus Christ. 
If it isn’t getting done for our children, there’s only 
one place to look – and that’s in the mirror.”

— The Rev. Da Vita McCallister, UCC minister, preaching at 
Synod’s opening worship on June 22.

UCC members continue to inspire us. You are liv-
ing examples of Christ’s own thirst for justice that 
moves you to serve others, especially the poor, the 
immigrant, the homeless.”

— The Rev. Peter Rosazza, Roman Catholic Auxiliary 
Bishop of Hartford, in his June 23 homily to Synod del-
egates and visitors.

People aren’t boats and the economy isn’t an ocean, 
and if you can’t afford a boat, the rising tide goes up 
your nose.”

— U.S. Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.) speaking at the 
UCC’s Christian for Justice Action luncheon on June 25.

Once you have experienced Pentecost, you have 
no choice but to continue to stand for justice and 
to promote peace and righteousness. You are not 
done.”

— Dr. Mary Mikhael, president of the UCC-supported Near 
East School of Theology in Beirut, Lebanon, preaching at 
Synod’s closing worship service on June 26.
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Let’s be the church through ‘lived worship’

Thomas Warren

BIBLE
STUDY By Natalie Shiras

I kept wondering, “Why can’t 
I move forward?”

The end of our mar-
riage was fi nal after suc-
cessful divorce mediation. 
My friends created a ritual 

for me to throw my wedding ring 
into the depths of a Maine lake. 
Financial consulting helped me 
get my assets in order. Spiritual 
direction helped me process the 
grief.

So why am I not meeting 
anyone I want to date?

I realized though, more than 
a year later, that something was 
holding me back from a more-
complete release: my marriage 
vows. The vows I spoke in the 
summer of 1977 laid a claim on 
me. Sacred words I spoke before 
God and our families and our 
friends had become what I stand 
for and who I am.

Then I remembered the Rec-
ognition of the End of a Marriage 
Service in the UCC Book of 
Worship. It begins with the mov-
ing words of Psalm 46, “God is 
our refuge and strength, always 
ready in times of trouble.”

I checked with clergy col-
leagues. Nobody knew of anyone 
who had used this service.

So with help from friends 
I adapted this end of marriage 
service. I invited my two grown 
children to join me at a small cer-
emony on the lakeside porch of a 
clergy friend’s home. I also in-
vited my former husband, but he 
declined. Even though he chose 
not to participate, I felt called to 
honor this transition to new be-
ginnings through worship.

We gathered around a small 
altar of wild fl owers and candles. 
We prayed Psalm 46. Then my 
clergy friend began, “We are 
here to witness an end and a be-
ginning. No longer husband and 
wife, they have parted ways. 
They respect one another, and 
they will continue to be respon-
sible and loving parents to their 
children.”

My children responded, “We 
have not always known how to 
be helpful during this diffi cult 
time. We do not completely un-
derstand. But we accept this new 
reality. We care and give our 
love.”

My friend prayed, “Loving 
God, we ask you to take Natalie 
into your hands. Include in your 
mercy and compassion her son 
and daughter. May they remem-
ber that their parents’ union and 

love were important and honor 
them always. May they forgive 
their parents.”

I then lit a candle for my new 
separate life from a main candle 
and lit two smaller candles for 
my love of these children. The 
children then lit candles for all 
the family members with us in 
spirit that day. I asked forgive-
ness from my former husband 
and also forgave him. I asked for 
peace.

My clergy friend continued 
with a blessing. “O God, you 
blessed them in their joining and 
in their intending. Bless them 
in their ending. Release Natalie 
from the vows she no longer need 
keep. Bless each one affected by 
the end of this marriage. Thank 
you for what has been. Thank 
you for what shall be.”

After a period of silence 
for healing and restoration, my 
friend gave the benediction. 
“And so it is. Natalie is released 
from her commitment of mar-
riage. She is committed forever 
to bonds of goodwill. She looks 
forward to new beginnings. God 
bless all of you and go in peace. 
Amen.”

God’s grace was palpable 
on that sunny August afternoon. 
God’s grace already had been hap-
pening over a period of time as I 
prepared the soil for this moment. 
As I spoke the words of forgive-
ness that I felt ready to say aloud, 
I experienced the release and felt 
a veil drop away from my heart. 
As I heard the words releasing me 
from my marriage vows, I felt a 
weight lift from my whole body. 
My eyes cleared. I looked at my 
children. Their eyes were clear 
and bright. It was a healing ser-
vice for all of us.

I felt free and exhilarated. We 
celebrated with a cleansing swim 
in the clear lake and with fabulous 
locally grown food for dinner on 
the porch. I felt buoyant.

Through brokenness and 
heartache I emerged with new 
possibilities. Thanks to the UCC 
Book of Worship, I was free to 
have my fi rst date.

The Rev. Natalie Shiras is pastor of Church 

on the Hill UCC in Lenox, Mass.

Journalist extraordinaire Bill 
Moyers brought us to tears with his 
prophetic words about the state of 
America. U.S. Sen. Barack Obama 
provided hope for a future in which 
progressive faith plays a critical, 
yet responsible role. Marian Wright 
Edelman spoke powerfully about 
the suffering of America’s chil-
dren, while Lynn Redgrave gave 
a moving personal witness to the 
church’s healing role in her battle 
with cancer.

All of this could cause us to 
forget that big, well-orchestrated 
events are not where the gospel 
calls us. We could forget that we 
are not called to the hallways of a 
secular temple, but to the streets of 
the neighborhood. Thankfully, our 
lectionary reading for Sept. 2 pro-
vides us a point of remembrance.

The theme for the Fourteenth 
Sunday after Pentecost, derived 
from Hebrews (13:1-8, 15-16), is 
“Let’s be the church.” This scrip-
ture, written for first-century Jew-
ish Christians, is a word to a com-
munity in pain. Originally living in 
Rome, this gathering of “Hebrews” 
was thrown out of the city by Em-
peror Claudius in A.D. 49. Thus, 
they are on the run, acutely aware 
of their powerlessness, yet im-
plored to be true in their worship.

In Hebrews, as in the UCC, 
“true worship” is “lived worship.” 
Such lived worship begins with 
love shared among the gathered 
faithful. The “kingdom that cannot 
be shaken (12:28)” is realized, first 
and foremost, in the relationships 
within the Christian congregation 
(13:1), where God’s “beloved com-
munity” is found. Christian disci-
pleship, we are reminded, is not an 
individual endeavor.

Lived worship is also made 
manifest in “hospitality to strang-
ers (13:2).” This is a great priority 
of our denomination, but a tricky 
one. In the early church “hospital-
ity to strangers” likely referred to 
the welcoming of itinerant Chris-
tian teachers who depended on lo-
cal churches for their sustenance. 
Today, this call to hospitality 
pushes local congregations to an-
chor their identity firmly in Christ. 
When we live out of Christ’s love, 
the barriers of race, class, gender 
and sexual orientation disappear. 
God’s extravagant welcome is 
made manifest, and hospitality to 
strangers becomes foundational to 
all that we do.

While there are social walls 
that divide the church, real physi-
cal walls exist that divide the hu-
man family even more. Hebrews 
13:3 implores readers to remember 
both “those who are in prison” and 
“those who are being tortured.” 

This concern was probably a sum-
mons to solidarity with other first-
century Christians persecuted for 
their faith. Today, this call speaks 
directly to Christian responsibility 
toward the millions in our prison-
industrial complex. Even more 
so, prisoners of the war on terror 
— held in places like Abu Graib, 
Guantanamo and elsewhere — are 
not to be forgotten. As Jesus made 
clear from the beginning, he came 
“to set the captives free.”  For first-
century or 21st-century Christians, 
it is a charge central to our faith.

Finally, the letter to the He-
brews has some powerful words to 
say about the most intimate details 
of our lives: how we handle sex 
and money. Harking back to the 
holiness codes of Leviticus (chap-
ters 19-20), sins of greed and lust 
are incompatible with the holiness 
of the community. Hebrews 13:4-5 
points to the fact that selfishness is 
at the base of both sexual immo-
rality and greed. Such selfishness 
destroys individual and communal 
life, leaving the Christian com-
munity, both then and now, at the 
mercy of personal integrity.

General Synod 26 was a cel-
ebration of our history, but also a 
recognition that success is defined 
by God’s terms. As we reach out to 
the poor, work for the release of the 
captives and welcome the stranger, 
let us do so with an abiding love 
for one another and a personal in-
tegrity unmatched in our largely 
fallen world.  

The Rev. Thomas I. Warren is pastor of Pleas-

ant Hill (Tenn.) Community UCC.

HOW THE UCC BOOK OF WORSHIP GOT ME A DATE
Pastor fi nds release through
‘End of a Marriage’ service

I asked forgiveness from 
my former husband and 
also forgave him. I asked 
for peace.”

1. How does our love for one 
another strengthen our 
ability to love and welcome 
those outside the church 
walls?

2. How do we see Christ in 
those in prison or being 
tortured? In what ways 
can we reach out to those 
incarcerated?

3. How does your church 
encourage “lived worship” 
both through social justice 
and personal integrity?

ROADWORK

General Synod 26 was a 
celebration of our history, 
but also a recognition that 
success is defi ned by God’s 
terms.”

aking up on June 27 felt like the day after. The day 
after a big blowout when the head pounds and 
the mouth is parched. The day after a celebration 
that only comes once in a lifetime, where the par-
tygoers let it all hang out. General Synod 26 was 
that kind of event. The UCC celebrated the best 

way we knew how. We let our light shine. Yet, after fi ve glorious 
days together, a temptation looms. We can forget.
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Even the cavernous Hartford Civic Center proved to be a hit for many. Ini-
tially, it was considered a less-than-desirable, second choice after a union dis-
pute forced a venue change from the newer, swankier Connecticut Convention 
Center, which ended up sitting empty only a few blocks away. Despite some 
less-than-optimal conditions for persons with disabilities, the arena-sized crowd 
seemed to prefer, even enjoy, the arena-sized Civic Center space.

“This is the largest convention ever in the city of Hartford and may well 
be the biggest ever in the state,” announced Connecticut Gov. Jody Rell, as she 
brought greetings to UCC delegates and visitors on the Synod’s opening day.

Side shows also accompanied Synod’s main event. The UCC’s New York 
and Massachusetts Conferences decided to take advantage of mass attendance, 
by taking to the road this year and holding their respective annual meetings in 
Hartford just prior to Synod’s start. Likewise, Justice and Witness Ministries’ 
board of directors did the same, as did the UCC Coalition for Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual and Transgender Concerns, which held its three-day National Gathering 
in advance of Synod’s opening day.

Once underway, Synod-goers fi lled the streets of Hartford with UCC-trade-
mark red, black, white and yellow Stillspeaking/Let it Shine attire. Downtown 
restaurants were fi lled with UCC patrons sporting Synod credential badges, jus-
tice-themed buttons and slogan-savvy T-shirts. Sandals, not dress shoes, were 
most prevalent at this balmy church meeting, where temperatures climbed well 
above 90 on bright, sunny days.

Much-touted keynote speakers did not disappoint. 
Bill Moyers electrifi ed the crowd, which rose to its feet in ovation on Sat-

urday, June 23, when he called the oft-mocked, oft-dismissed “lame, limp and 
liberal” UCC to continue standing with Jesus’ disinherited and marginalized 
ones.

“It is a small determined people of conscience that can turn this country 
around!” Moyers exclaimed.

U.S. Sen. Barack Obama, later that afternoon, told the crowd that he came 
to put rest to the lie that “separation of church and state in America means faith 
should have no role in public life.” 

“I dispute that,” Obama said, as dozens of secular journalists clamored 
about the stage for footage and photos of the presidential candidate’s address.

Rousing worship and stirring music marked many of the emotional high-
points of Synod, as a massive projection screen behind the main stage displayed 
moving, ever-changing images that brought to life the UCC’s “God is still 
speaking,” theme.

After Marian Wright Edelman urged UCC members on Monday, June 25, to 
“stand up for all your children,” singer-songwriter Ken Medema created an on-
the-spot ode to “Marian,” the tireless advocate for children. Edelman stopped on 
her way out of the arena to listen, as those in the arena — one-by-one — began 
standing in response to Medema’s musical echoing of Edelman’s “stand up” 
refrain.

Edelman’s emotional response characterized the overfl owing sentiment of 
faith and courage that fi lled the arena.

HEART-FILLED HARTFORD
Synod delivers on promise of celebration, displays of unity
By J. Bennett Guess

he staggering numbers say it all: About 9,100 
people, nearly 1,100 volunteers, 166 registered 
journalists, and more than 168,000 homemade 
cookies. With about 100 unique presentations 
spread across 11 venues, the UCC’s 50th anni-
versary celebration was fi ve party-fi lled days of 
worship and service, business and busyness. 
General Synod 26 in Hartford, Conn., June 22-

26, stayed true to its “birthday bash” billing, as the largest-ever con-
tingent of UCC faithful fl ocked to New England, fi lling hotels, motels 
and dorm rooms across Connecticut and beyond.

On stage in the Hartford Civic Center, a youth dancer performs an enactment of I Kings 19:1-18 as part of Sunday’s worship service 
celebrating the UCC’s 50th anniversary. Randy Varcho photos

Obama ignites the crowd...................................................p. 10
Redgrave doesn’t waste time ............................................p. 10
Moyers offers altar call ......................................................p. 11
Edelman lifts up children ...................................................p. 11
Service projects build up ...................................................p. 12
Lasers light up birthday bash ............................................p. 12
Malayang’s service honored .............................................p. 13
Resolutions given green light ............................................p. 13

MORE SYNOD COVERAGE
For archived stories, photos and video, visit <ucc.org/synod>
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By Jeff Woodard

Senator Barack Obama (D-
Ill.) urged Synod-goers to 
draw on their faith as a tool 

for public service, just as the UCC’s 
heritage has taught us.

“Doing the Lord’s work is a 
thread that’s run through our poli-
tics since the very beginning,” 
Obama told a crowd of more than 
9,000 during his keynote address 
on June 23. “And it puts the lie to 
the notion that the separation of 
church and state in America means 
faith should have no role in public 
life. I dispute that.”

Obama urged America to dig it-
self out of its “cynical” approach to 
problem-solving.

“Whether it’s poverty or rac-
ism, the uninsured or the unem-
ployed, war or peace, the chal-
lenges we face today are not sim-
ply technical problems in search 
of the perfect 10-point plan. They 
are moral problems rooted in both 
societal indifference and individual 
callousness — in the imperfections 
of man — and in the cruelty of man 
toward man.”

Obama’s 40-minute speech was 
punctuated 28 times by applause, 
and included just one direct refer-
ence to his bid for the Democratic 
nomination for president.

Earlier in the day, Synod Ad-
ministrator Edith Guffey drew ap-

plause when she reminded those in 
attendance that Obama’s appear-
ance was a church event, not a cam-
paign-re la ted 
one. She re-
quested at-
tendees refrain 
from displaying 
campaign but-
tons or signs, 
an appeal heeded when Obama took 
to the stage.

Still, a message of change fl a-
vored Obama’s recollection of his 
fi nding faith and becoming a mem-
ber of Chicago’s Trinity UCC 
more than 20 years ago.

“Americans are becoming in-
creasingly disenchanted with ma-
terial possessions, diversions and 
busyness in their lives,” he said. 
“They want a sense of purpose and 
an assurance that they are not just 
destined to travel down that long 
road toward nothingness.”

Obama credited his pastor, the 
Rev. Jeremiah A. Wright, for de-
livering a sermon titled “The Au-
dacity of Hope” — also the title of 
Obama’s latest book — for teaching 
him redemption. “I slowly came to 
realize that something was miss-
ing; that without an anchor for my 
beliefs, without a commitment to 
a particular community in faith, at 
some level, I would always remain 
apart and alone.

“In time, I came to see faith 

as more than just a comfort to the 
weary or a hedge against death, but 
rather as an active, palpable agent 

in the world and in my own life.”
Regardless of the degree to 

which piety paired with politics 
in Obama’s speech, his message 
moved Mary Brownlow from the 
Vermont Conference. “I’ve never 
heard him speak live before, so 
I’m assuming he was speaking with 
more religious language than he 
normally does. But I think he did a 
really good job in speaking to this 
particular group of people.”

Manda Adams, a student at 
Brite Divinity School and a mem-
ber of Cathedral of Hope UCC 
in Dallas, Texas, said Obama was 
successful in engaging the UCC 
audience.

“When I heard him speak of 
hope, my friend turned to me and 
said, ‘Can you imagine what it 
would be like to have that kind of 
government, that kind of commit-
ment to living out our values? I 
was really moved by that and by 
his willingness to speak about the 
tough issues, and speak truth to 
power.”

By Joanne Griffi th Domingue

Lynn Redgrave’s touching, en-
gaging story of her faith jour-
ney following breast cancer 

drew tears and brought Synod-goers 
to their feet with a standing ovation 
on Synod’s closing day.

“It’s not a point any more how 
long I live, but how I live,” said the 
tall, elegant Redgrave, her one-inch 
silver hair framing her face. “Time 
is short — live every moment so you 
don’t feel you’ve wasted anything.”

Redgrave, a well-known actor 
with credits that could fi ll a page, is 
part of the famous acting family: fa-
ther Sir Michael Redgrave, mother 
Rachel Kempson, sister to Vanessa 
and Corin Redgrave.

But “we know her as Lynn,” 
said the Rev. Melinda Keck, Red-
grave’s pastor, in her introduction of 
Redgrave. “She’s a doting mother of 
three, a grandmother. She is kind. She 
is compassionate. She’s our friend.”

Redgrave’s journey with cancer 
began two weeks before Christmas 
2002 when she felt a lump in her right 
breast. She turned over in bed and 
thought, “Hmm, this lumpy mattress. 
Then I discovered the lump was me.”

On Friday the 13th, Dec. 2002, 
she learned the lump was malignant.

“This couldn’t happen to me,” 
she said. “I was so fi t, so healthy. I 
was absolutely terrifi ed.” There was 

no history of breast cancer in her 
family. She’d never had an iffy mam-
mogram.

On Jan. 16, 2003, she had a mas-
tectomy. She chose not to have recon-
structive surgery.

Soon after, Redgrave said she 
made a wonderful discovery: First 
Congregational UCC in Kent, 
Conn. “I had never been a part of a 
congregation. I heard through my son 
[who lives in Kent] there was a won-
derful woman minister there. With a 
woman I would feel safer.”

This was a time when “I felt so 
lonely, so sad. And I walked into the 

First Congregational Church.”
Keck remembers that day in early 

February 2003. “Someone said, ‘Lynn 
Redgrave just asked what door to go 
in.’ We have a small church. We just 
wanted to be there for her,” Keck said 
in an interview before Redgrave’s 
speech.

Redgrave describes her fi rst day 
at church in her journal: “I fi nd I 
cry at fi rst, at Bach on the organ, at 
prayers. By the end I feel very peace-
ful and optimistic… A way to be part 
of a community. A way to feel I am 
not alone in my worries. A young 
woman rose to her feet and asked for 

prayers for the 26 men and women of 
her husband’s unit who have just been 
deployed to Southeast Asia. It all puts 
my little battle here in perspective.”

At fi rst Redgrave didn’t want to 
tell her family about her cancer. Her 
son, Ben, and his wife were expecting 
a baby; her daughter, Kelly, a Bud-
dhist nun, “is into alternative medi-
cine, and I thought she’d say, ‘Go to 
Mexico and eat a peach pit or have 
a coffee enema.’ English tea would 
have been one thing,” said the British 
actor, with her heart-warming sense 
of humor.

Redgrave and her youngest 
daughter, Annabel Clark, then a
senior studying photography at Par-
sons School of Design, decided to 
create a photo project. “’There will be 
a beginning, a middle and then there 
will be an end when Mom’s well 
again,’” Annabel told her mother.

“The project was a lifesaver for 
me,” Redgrave said. “My journal was 
my therapy.” The project was later 
published as, “Journal: A Mother and 
Daughter’s Recovery from Breast 
Cancer.” The book includes extraor-
dinary pictures of Redgrave, includ-
ing a poignant view of her looking at 
her scar and considering her remain-
ing breast.

Even though she had a mas-
tectomy in January 2003, her hair 

fell out on her 60th birthday in March, 
her mother died in May 2003, and she 
suffered months of chemotherapy and 
radiation treatment, Redgrave consid-
ers 2003 “one of the greatest years of 
my life. The people I have met -- get-
ting to know Melinda; the members 
of the club we didn’t want to join, the 
cancer survivor club.”

Redgrave said she admires the 
UCC “so tremendously. I go online 
when I am on tour to see what church 
I can go to and still get to the mati-
nee… If the UCC ran this country, 
we’d be OK.”

Redgrave closed her speech with 
a reading of the 23rd Psalm. Tears 
fl owed throughout the Civic Center. 
“Even though I walk through the val-
ley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil, for you are with me… Surely 
goodness and love will follow me all 
the days of my life.”

The Rev. Susan Drake, a hospice 
chaplain from St. Louis, Mo., said, “I 
just absolutely adored her [Redgrave]. 
She is so articulate, so authentic. I’m 
so proud she’d join our church.”

For the Rev. Dianne Shirey, an 
Ohio Conference delegate, Redgrave 
was a highpoint at Synod. Redgrave 
“came to us today not as Lynn Red-
grave actor, but as a woman, a cancer 
survivor, learning incredible lessons 
about life.”

OBAMA: Without faith, ‘something was missing’

In time, I came to see faith ... as an active, palpable 
agent in the world and in my own life.”

REDGRAVE: ‘Time is short — live every moment’

TUNED IN

Barack Obama reacts to his introduction, delivered to Synod attendees by UCC 
General Minister and President John H. Thomas (shown onscreen).

Randy Varcho photo

George Conklin photo

Lynn Redgrave (l.) shares a moment backstage with Connecticut Conference Minister 
Davida Foy Crabtree.
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By Micki Carter

Marian Wright Edelman im-
plored the UCC crowd, 
“Our children are not par-

tisan political fodder.”
Speaking to General Synod on 

June 25, Edelman said, “You must in-
sist, you must demand, that this year 
we will provide health insurance for 
all our children. …You, as people of 
faith, must make a strong, unwaver-
ing commitment to this cause.”

The founder and president of the 
Children’s Defense Fund, Edelman 
was interrupted 24 times with ap-
plause.

“We are living in a perilous pe-
riod in history,” she said, reciting 
mind-boggling statistics coupled 
with demands for action. “We are 
living in a time of unbearable disso-
nance between professed and prac-
ticed family values, between calls 
for community and rampant individ-
ual greed … when the three richest 
Americans make more in a year than 
50 million people living in 50 states.

“We must reset America’s moral 
compass,” she said.

The 68-year-old daughter of an 
African-American Baptist minister in 
South Carolina  — who now counts 

former presidents and 
current presidential 
candidates as friends 
— reached back to her 
preacher-kid roots to 
compel thousands of 
Synod-goers to join 
the cause of America’s 
children of poverty.

“Dietrich Bonho-
effer said that the test 
of the morality of a 
society is how it treats 
its children. Let me tell 
you that America fails that test every 
day of the year,” she said.

Edelman described the crisis of 
the “cradle-to-prison pipeline” that 
sucks in one-in-every-three black 
boys born in America.

“We’ve got to name the ‘cradle-
to-prison pipeline’ and we’ve got 
to change that pipeline,” she said. 
“Education has a lot to do with it. 
When only 13 percent of black chil-
dren and 15 percent of Latino chil-
dren are reading at grade level, that’s 
condemning that child to economic 
death. If we can’t make the political 
and social commitment to teach our 
children to read, where is the will of 
people of faith?”

But the message she came to de-

liver was the need to provide total, 
seamless, portable, uninterrupted 
health care for every child in the 
country, and she described the legis-
lation being shaped in Congress this 
year as perhaps the last, best chance 
for universal coverage ever.

“You must insist! You must. 
Small babies die every day of pre-
ventable diseases, quite legally. 
Children die from guns, quite legal-
ly. The rich get richer at the expense 
of the poor, quite legally. . . Help us, 
as people of faith, never to confuse 
what is quite legal with that which is 
just and right.”

“These are not acts of God,” she 
said. “They are choices and people 
of faith must stand up.”

By W. Evan Golder

In a speech infl amed with 
passion, anger and an altar 
call’s possibility of hope, 
Bill Moyers spoke to Gen-
eral Synod on June 23 about 
poverty and justice.

His 57-minute keynote address 
— interrupted by applause more 
than three dozen times and followed 
by a two-minute standing ovation — 
lamented the growing gap between 
the rich and poor in America and 
called the UCC to act in the name of 
the Jesus who was a disturber of the 
peace and threw the rascals out.

“I have come to say that Amer-
ica’s revolutionary heritage — and 
America’s revolutionary spirit — 
“life, liberty and the pursuit of jus-
tice, through government of, by, and 
for the people” — is under siege,” 
he said. “And if churches of con-
science don’t take the lead in their 
rescue and revival, we can lose our 
democracy!”

Although an ordained Baptist 
minister, Moyers and his family 
have been members of the Garden 
City (N.Y.) Community UCC for 
40 years, and now worship at Riv-
erside Church (UCC/American 
Baptist) in Manhattan.

“I am at home in the UCC,” he 
said. “I thank God for your witness, 
and for the storied heritage of the 
UCC. This United Church has a lin-
eage that has infl uenced the Ameri-
can experiment far beyond its num-
bers and treasures.

“You have raised a prophetic 
voice against the militarism, ma-
terialism and racism that chokes 
America’s arteries. You have placed 
yourselves in the thick of the fi ght 
for social justice. You have aligned 
yourself on the side of liberty, equal-
ity and compassion. And you have 
been a church of prominent fi rsts: 
fi rst to ordain an African American, 
fi rst to ordain a woman, and fi rst to 
ordain an openly gay person.”

Moyers pointed out that 11 
signers of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence were members of UCC 
predecessor churches. Speaking 
of “life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” he said that once those 
words were abroad, every human 
being who heard them could imag-
ine another world possibility.

“They could think differently 
about the value that had been arbi-
trarily assigned to their lives by oth-
ers,” he said.

However, he said, “The man who 
wrote those words knew it couldn’t 
last. “[Jefferson] knew from his own 
experience the perversity of owning 
another person as chattel. For the 
hands that wrote those words – ‘all 
men are created equal’ – also stroked 
the breasts and caressed the thighs 
of a slave woman named Sally Hen-
nings. It is no secret.”

“Thomas Jefferson got it right, 

you see,” Moyers continued, “but he 
lived it wrong. He was imbedded in 
the human condition. Addicted to his 
own place and privilege, he could 
send the noblest sentiments winging 
around the world, but refuse to let 
them lodge in his own home.”

Moyers pointed out that this 
confl ict between power and justice 
has come down through the ages. He 
gave as an example Job’s protests 
against a world where the wicked 

prosper and the innocent suffer.
“Job saw that poverty and injus-

tice were proscribed by the powers-
that-be who arranged the social or-
der to serve their own self-interest 
and called upon obliging priests to 
bless it as God’s will,” he said. He 
cited the spectacular rise in the num-
ber of gated communities, both in 
Southern California and in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, as an example of 
today’s powers-that-be to keep the 
poor and the lonely invisible

“But,” he said, “the realities on 
the ground don’t go away,” and told 
stories from contemporary life: woe-
fully inadequate public education in 
New York City, deaths from Chica-
go’s record heat wave in 1995, the 
plight of a homeless person in Los 
Angeles, and a UNICEF report card 
that ranks the United States near the 
bottom in child well-being in the de-
veloped world.

“I have to confess,” he said, “it’s 
a mystery to me. Jesus said, ‘Let the 
little children come to me.’... You 
have to wonder how this so-called 
Christian nation leaves so many 
children to suffer.”

“For 30 years,” Moyers said, 
“we have witnessed a class war 
fought from the top down against 
the idea and ideal of equality. It has 
been a drive by a radical elite to gain 
ascendancy over politics and to dis-
mantle the political institutions, the 
legal and statutory canons, and the 
intellectual and cultural frameworks 
that checked the excesses of private 
power.”

It’s as if you invited 100 per-
sons to a party, divided a pie into 
fi ve pieces and gave four pieces all 
to one person, leaving one piece for 
the remaining 99, he said.

“Don’t be surprised if they fi ght 
over it,” he said, “which is exactly 
what’s happening when people look 
at their wages and then their taxes 
and end up hating the government 
and anything it does.

“The strain on working people 
and on family life has become in-
tense,” he said. “Television sets and 
cell phones and iPods are cheap, but 
higher education, health care, public 
transportation, drugs, housing and 
cars have risen in price faster than 

The realities on the ground 
don’t go away.”

EDELMAN: ‘Reset America’s moral compass’

MOYERS: UCC is challenged to ‘Drive out the money changers’

typical family incomes.”
What’s been happening to work-

ing people is “the direct consequence 
of corporate activism, intellectual 
propaganda, the rise of a political re-
ligion of fundamentalism deeply op-
posed to any civil and human right 
that threatens its paternalism, and a 
series of political decisions favoring 
the interests of wealthy elites who 
bought the political system right out 

from under us,” he said.
Moyers concluded with an “al-

tar call.”
“Poverty and justice are reli-

gious issues,” he said, “and Jesus 
moves among the disinherited.” He 
imagined Jesus “striding through the 
holy precincts that had been trans-
formed into a market place, a stock 
exchange, upsetting the dealers, 
scattering their money across the 

fl oor, even bouncing them forcefully 
from the temple.

“Indignant at a profane violation 
of the sacred, Jesus threw the rascals 
out,” he said. Challenging the audi-
ence, Moyers reminded them of that 
Jesus.

“Let’s call that Jesus back to 
duty, and drive the money changers 
from the temple of democracy,” he 
said. “If you don’t, who will?”

Journalist Bill Moyers, shown here on a stage director’s monitor, delivers his keynote address to Synod attendees.
Randy Varcho photos

Marian Wright Edelman addresses General Synod 26.
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By J. Bennett Guess

Recounting how a 
zealous-but-whining 
Elijah, on the run af-
ter challenging the 
vindictive and au-

thoritarian Queen Jezebel, receives 
not sympathy from Yahweh, but a 
piercing question, “What are you 
doing here, Elijah?” the Rev. John 
H. Thomas said the same question 
well could be asked of the UCC on 
its 50-year anniversary. 

Thomas, the UCC’s general 
minister and president, preached to 
an estimated 9,100 attendees during 
Synod’s festival worship service on 
June 24.

The gala service began with a 
20-minute processional of nearly 
200 colorful banners, along with 
vestment-clad church leaders, rep-
resenting the church’s schools and 
seminaries; Conferences; Covenant-
ed, Associated and Affi liated Min-
istries; ethnic/racial constituencies; 
and the UCC’s Council for Health 
and Human Service Ministries.

Thomas said the story from 1 
Kings 19 portrays a different Eli-
jah than the much-lauded and con-
fi dent fi gure we’ve come to know 
from more-celebrated Hebrew tales. 
However, this particular story por-
trays a proud-but-pouting Elijah, 
hiding in a cave.

On its 50th, said Thomas, the 
UCC — like Elijah — could fall 
victim to the prophet’s same delu-
sional self-absorption. “We have 
been zealous for the Lord … look at 
our fi rsts!” Thomas quipped.

“We like to think of ourselves 
as Elijah, taking on Jezebel’s court 
prophets, those ‘reassuring seers of 
good things,’” he said. “… But life, 
country and security loom large in 
our list of wants and our sanctuar-
ies threaten to become stained glass 

caves.”
Thomas did laud many coura-

geous UCC clergy and members 
who have been deeply engaged in 
the struggle for justice and peace.

“Some have paid the price,” 
Thomas said. “Dismissed from pul-
pits. Ostracized by fellow members. 
Shunned and mocked by neighbors. 
Threatened, even jailed by Jezebel.”

But Thomas also asked church 
members to ask more of themselves, 
particularly when he questioned if 
our concern for Darfur is “lamenta-
tion without urgency” or if our re-
building of New Orleans has come 
without forcefully asking about “the 
disgrace of a broken social con-
tract.” He also asked if we “worry 
more over the high cost of gasoline 
than the generations who will pay 
the price for our foolish greed.” Or, 
in Iraq, if we are delusional with 
“royal enthusiasm that refuses to 
say, ‘Enough!’”

Remembering how Yahweh 
never allowed Elijah to rest in his 
past achievements, but constantly 
asked more of him, Thomas asked 
stingingly of the UCC, “Would any 
of the amassers of wealth tremble 
before us today? … Have we been 
willing to be the enemy of those 
who deceive and deny the poor of 
the earth from their birthright?”

Thomas, interrupted by applause 
more than a half-dozen times, closed 
by asking the church to “go back, 
but not to the past.”

“Go back home from this cave,” 
he said, “God back home and fi nd 
Elisha who will succeed you. Go 
back, United Church of Christ, into 
your next 50 years.”

“Find, commission, enlist and 
inspire,” he said of the ones who 
will come after us.

“Faithfulness — and presence 
— is found not on the run, but on 
the way home to our future.”

By Tim Kershner

The UCC threw a birthday par-
ty on June 25. And, fi nally, 
everyone was there.

Fifty years ago at the Uniting 
General Synod in Cleveland Ohio, 
the attendance was, as the Rev. Nor-
man “Jack” Jackson called it, “a 
bunch of white males in coats and 
ties, lots of pipes and lots of cigars.”

Fifty years later, Gethsemane 
Tagaloa of the First Samoan Con-
gregational UCC in South Los 
Angeles announced that, today, our 
church has changed.

“It’s global now,” Tagaloa said.
After a day of celebration, in 

which Synod-goers ventured to 11 
different downtown venues to take 
in nearly 60 presentations, perfor-
mances and experiences, the day 
concluded with the UCC@50 Birth-
day Bash at the Hartford Civic Cen-
ter that included stories and a non-
traditional, sports-arena “wave” of 

boisterous “amens.”
Members of the 1957 Uniting 

General Synod were honored, as was 
the Rev. Everett C. Parker, founder of 
the UCC’s media advocacy moment, 
in response to a 1959 telephone call 
from the Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr., who requested help in monitor-
ing TV content and documenting 
how all voices were not heard.

“With facts in one hand and faith 
in another,” narrator Valerie Tutson 
related, “they took it to a court of 
law.” And won.

The Rev. Robert Witham, chair 
of the 50th Anniversary Committee, 
opened the celebration by borrow-
ing from Lerner and Loewe. “What 
a day this has been,” he said. “It’s 
almost like being in love.”

Church youth acted out their in-
terpretation of the church’s past and 
future. They also requested that their 
presentation be preserved in a time 
capsule and played in 2057 at the 
100th anniversary of the church.

“We are the future of the church 
but also its present,” they exclaimed. 
“We have to trust in the Holy Spirit 
and be bold enough to trust in God.”

The evening was capped with a 
specially-designed laser light show 
honored the pioneering legacy of 
UCC member Charles Townes, who 
invented laser technology.

In 1964, Townes shared the No-
ble prize in physics for his work with 
masers and lasers. Appropriately, on 
Saturday night, a UCC-themed laser 
show honored Townes work.

Two years after winning the No-
bel prize, Townes penned an article, 
“The Convergence of Science and 
Religion,” claiming that science and 
religion were not necessarily con-
tradictory: one seeks to understand 
the meaning and purpose of life, the 
other seeks to understanding the or-
der of life. For this work, he received 
the Templeton Prize “for progress 
toward research or discoveries about 
spiritual realities.”

By W. Evan Golder

 

Wearing glowing necklaces 
and waving signs with the 
names of the 80 churches 

planted since the last General Synod, 
cheering marchers led Synod delegates 
in shouting “now is the time” to cel-
ebrate new churches.

These new churches represent a 
new look for the UCC, as recounted 
by the Rev. José A. Malayang, execu-
tive minister of Local Church Min-
istries, and the Rev. David Schoen, 
who heads up LCM’s evangelism 

ministry.
For example, 70 percent of new 

UCC churches today are communi-
ties of color, new immigrant and mul-
tiracial/multicultural congregations. 
Today’s new churches are also more 
likely to be Open and Affi rming and to 
embrace the Stillspeaking UCC witness 
and welcome.

Looking backward, the new 
churches welcomed into the UCC over 
the past 50 years gave $5.4 million to 
OCWM in 2005 and have a member-
ship of 142,500.

Looking forward, the UCC is com-

mitted to developing 250 new churches 
by the year 2011 and more than 1,600 
new churches by 2021.

“Now is the time,” said the two 
leaders to Synod attendees, “to encour-
age and empower local churches to start 
new churches” and to welcome existing 
congregations seeking to affi liate with 
the UCC.

As delegates and visitors exited 
the arena, each received copies of New 
Times: New Ideas for New Churches, 
an eight-page newsletter. A download-
able version is available at <ucc.org/
newchurch>.

By Alice Foltz

More than 250 Synod volun-
teers piled into buses and 
vans early on June 25 and 

marked the actual date of the UCC’s 
50th anniversary by participating in a 
variety of service projects across the 
city of Hartford.

Enthusiasm was amazing, espe-
cially given the early morning depar-
ture time and the generally intense 
schedule that left most delegates long-
ing for less commitments, not more.

But low energy didn’t dampen 
the spirits of these volunteers, who 
packed about 400 bags of “teacher 
thank-you” supplies, including dona-
tions delivered and brought to Hart-
ford by Synod delegates and visitors.

Ironically, on the same day, the 
U.S. Supreme Court heard arguments 
in Sheff v O’Neill, a parent’s fi ght to 
win equal education under the Con-

necticut Constitution, a case inspired 
by a UCC member. Underfunded 
Hartford schools are often lamented 
as part of “the poorest city in the na-
tion’s wealthiest state.”

Other UCC volunteer groups 
painted rooms at Peter’s Retreat, a 
residence house for persons with 
HIV/AIDS; weeded gardens at the 
Harriet Beecher Stowe Center and 
the Food Share gardens; packed food 
boxes at the Regional Food Bank; and 
prepared a home for rehab in a Neigh-
borhood Initiative project.

The Red Cross operated a two-
day blood drive at Synod, which at-
tracted so many would-be volunteers 
that some donors were turned away.

The Rev. Mary Schaller-Blau-
fuss, UCC executive for volunteer 
ministries, organized the volunteers 
and coordinated the transportation, 
with the help of many Connecticut 
volunteers.

THOMAS: ‘Find, commission, inspire’ UCC’s future

Laser show lights up UCC@50 birthday bash

‘Now is the time’ to celebrate new churches

A signer for the hearing-impaired reacts to a light moment during the Sunday sermon by the Rev. John H. Thomas. Randy Varcho photo

Service projects energize volunteers
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By W. Evan Golder

“I have for a very long time 
had a sense of outrage 
about many of the injus-
tices in our society.”

This is how Edith 
Guffey described herself and the pas-
sion she brings to her work as the 
UCC’s associate general minister. In 
that role, Guffey serves as the manag-
ing executive of the Offi ce of General 
Ministries and administrator of Gen-
eral Synod.

Guffey was the only candidate 
nominated by the Executive Coun-
cil to be “called by election” to the 
position, her third and fi nal four-year 
term. Prior to fi rst being elected in 
1999, she had served since 1991 as 
the elected secretary of the UCC’s 
national setting.

In her afternoon speech on June 
25, Guffey described growing up in 
the inner city of Kansas City, Mo., 
not only seeing injustices fi rst hand 
but living many of them. These 
included “attending substandard 
schools where options presented to 
us were limited,” she said, “and too 
often possibilities seemed out of 
reach for way too many.”

“That outrage is what likely led 
me to major in social work and what 
attracted me to join a local UCC 
church that was actively engaged in 
the community,” she said. “I cannot 
imagine not being part of a church 
that doesn’t speak out or speak up, 
even when the cost is signifi cant.”

“You might ask,” she said, “if my 
commitment to justice is so strong, 
when then am I in an administrative 
role rather than working in an area 
like Justice and Witness Ministries or 
in an area of more direct service and 
engagement?

“I came to realize,” she ex-
plained, “that we must all fi nd the 
way to live out our commitments in 
the way that best fi ts our gifts and is 
comfortable for who we are. For me, 
I am most able to support the work 
of the United Church of Christ in this 
administrative role.

We have accomplished a great 
many things administratively,” Guffey 
said, praising her “exceptional” staff, 
but acknowledged there is more to be 

done. As examples, she named “sys-
tems that are ineffi cient and not using 
our limited resources wisely” and a 
structure that is “still in many ways 
ineffective and ineffi cient.”

She added that every time she 
has given a “candidate speech” she 
has lifted up the need for “honest 
engagement and conversation” about 
the realities of race in the UCC. “If I 
am re-elected,” she said, “these last 
four years will be my only opportu-
nity left to actually fi nd creative ways 
for us to have those kinds of conver-
sations.”

Later the same evening, General 
Synod enthusiastically re-elected 
Edith Guffey as associate general 
minister.

By J. Martin Bailey

The Rev. Cally Rogers-Witte 
was re-elected without op-
position to a four-year term 

as executive minister of the UCC’s 
Wider Church Ministries.

By virtue of this post, she also 
continues serving as co-executive 
of the UCC/Disciples’ Common 
Global Ministries Board, and as 
a member of the denomination’s 
five-person Collegium of Officers.

In an address to the 26th Gen-
eral Synod before her re-election, 
Rogers-Witte spelled out her vi-
sion for the denomination’s work 
around the world.

She described an essential 
partnership between Wider Church 
Ministries and congregations and 
Conferences. Citing her own 18 
years as the pastor of local churches 
and 10 years as Southwest Confer-
ence Minister, she called for “more 
and deeper” ways to connect the 
work in the various settings.

Rogers-Witte, who turned 62 on 
the day of her election, reiterated 
the pledge she had made when first 
elected to the post two years ear-
lier to make “our lobal ministries 
into our global ministries.” Lifting 
up WCM’s  “connections, informa-

tion, knowledge and ‘best 
practices,’” she called on 
congregations and Con-
ferences to provide “en-
ergy, excitement, passion 
and resources” to support 
the common work. 

Speaking about the 
global partnerships that 
the UCC and Disciples 
collaboration has enabled 
around the world, she 
said, “We’ve turned ‘do-
ing to’ and ‘doing for’ oth-
ers, into genuine global 
partnerships.” Mission, she said, 
is a “willingness to be transformed 
ourselves through our relationships 
with others.”

Rogers-Witte cited a devastat-
ing earthquake in Turkey several 
years ago as an example. After sup-
plying tents and food to meet the 
urgent needs, the UCC provided a 
$2,000 grant from One Great Hour 
of Sharing to a group of women 
who eventually formed a co-op to 
create colorful scarves. As a result, 
many women now are able to buy 
school books and uniforms for their 
children and to equip a commu-
nity center and a playground. The 
scarves are currently being sold in 
numerous UCC churches.

Rogers-Witte also challenged 
the church to respond to the an-
ticipated influx of refugees from 
Iraq. “How will our congregations 
respond?” she asked. “… with an 
extravagant welcome?” Delegates 
responded with enthusiastic ap-
plause.

Acknowledging the pain of re-
cent budget cuts, Rogers-Witte of-
fered a plan by which “even with 
shrinking dollars, we can maximize 
the number of persons we share in 
mission around the world.” The 
model she suggested was the Part-
ners in Service program, in which a 
retired couple, Mary and Bill Ruth, 
gave five years in volunteer service 
in several locations.

A CALL TO END MIGRANT DEATHS AND THE U.S. BLOCKADE STRATEGY OF 
BORDER ENFORCEMENT
Combined with similar resolutions into new motion, adopted June 26.

AGAINST DEPLETED URANIUM WEAPONS
Adopted, as amended by committee, June 26.

A REAFFIRMATION OF MARRIAGE BASED ON THE WORD OF GOD 
Voted to take no action, June 26

A REAFFIRMATION OF THE HISTORIC AND ECUMENICAL CHRISTIAN PERSPEC-
TIVE ON MARRIAGE
Voted to take no action, June 26

CALL FOR A MORE HUMANE UNITED STATES IMMIGRATION POLICY
Combined with similar resolutions into new motion, adopted June 26.

CHANGING THE COMPOSITION OF THE GENERAL SYNOD
Adopted a substitute resolution directing Executive Council to work closely with Confer-
ences to increase local church involvement in General Synod, June 26.

IN SUPPORT OF IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES
Combined with similar resolutions into new motion, adopted June 26.

LEGALIZATION OF PHYSICIAN AID IN DYING
Adopted but amended by committee to call for a churchwide study on the issue, June 26.

REAFFIRMING OUR FAITH TO RETAIN OUR CHURCHES
Adopted, with amendments, June 26.

REGARDING THE TAR CREEK SUPERFUND SITE
Adopted on June 25.

RENEWING THE COVENANT WITH THE RURAL CHURCH
Adopted on June 26.

RETURNING TO UNITY AND DIVERSITY IN THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Voted to take no action, June 26.

A RESOLUTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE
Adopted, with an amendment, on June 25.

A RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE 2007 AS A SABBATH YEAR
Adopted on June 25.

IN SUPPORT OF A RENEWED AND BALANCED STUDY AND RESPONSE TO THE 
CONFLICT BETWEEN PALESTINE AND ISRAEL
Referred by Committee on Reference to the Executive Council for Implementation.

A CALL FOR SOLIDARITY WITH THE PERSECUTED IN THE PHILIPPINES
Adopted on June 26.

A RESOLUTION ON WORKER JUSTICE AT SMITHFIELD
Adopted on June 25.

All resolutions are not considered fi nal until the minutes of General Synod are ap-
proved by the Executive Council this fall.

SYNOD SCORECARD
SEVENTEEN PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS were submitted and considered by 
General Synod 26 in Hartford. Here’s a run-down of each resolution, as titled by 
its sponsor, and what actions were taken.

Online news articles about each of the resolutions are available at <ucc.
org/news>. Texts of the proposed and fi nal resolutions can be found online at 
<ucc.org/synod/resolutions>.

Articles about the implementation of these resolutions, if adopted, will appear 
in subsequent issues of United Church News throughout the coming year.

Guffey re-elected associate general minister    

Cally Rogers-Witte re-elected as WCM executive    

General Synod honored the Rev. José A. Malayang, retiring executive minister for 
Local Church Ministries, during a special liturgy on June 25. Malayang, 68, who 
has served in the post since it was created in 1999, announced in February he will 
step down at the end of this year. “We thank God for Joe’s service and his life and 
ministry,” said Richard L. Fluechtling, who chairs LCM’s board of directors.

Dan Hazard photo

HUMBLE SERVANT

UCC executive Cally Rogers-Witte, shown on-stage 
during her introduction to Synod delegates.

Radny Varcho photo

Several hours before her re-election, UCC executive Edith Guffey addresses General 
Synod delegates. Randy Varcho photo
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Vast differences in theology and 
accounting practices make it nearly 
impossible to really know how many 
members a church body has, whether 
active or occasional worshippers. 
That, in turn, makes side-by-side 
comparisons nearly impossible.

“Church membership is not as 
straightforward as it seems,” said the 
Rev. Eileen Lindner, associate gen-
eral secretary of the National Council 
of Churches. “It’s not like, who’s a 
member of Costco?”

Lindner, a Presbyterian, pro-
duces the NCC’s annual Yearbook of 
Canadian and American Churches, 
which is widely seen as an authori-
tative source for church membership 
statistics. But even she knows there 
are limits.

“A person who attends the 
Church of God in Christ on Wednes-
day evening and an (African Meth-
odist Episcopal) service on Sunday 
morning will likely be included in 
both counts,” the 2007 Yearbook cau-
tions.

Here’s a quick look at some of the 
factors that go into collecting church 
membership statistics, and why they 
can be so problematic:

Self-reporting
“Numbers are only as reliable as 

the church offi cials who collect them. 
“For some, very careful counts are 
made of members,” the 2007 Year-
book says. “Other groups only make 
estimates.”

For example, the National Baptist 
Convention of America Inc., a his-
torically black denomination, has re-
ported a steady 3.5 million members 
since 2000 — no additions, no dele-
tions. The National Missionary Bap-
tist Convention’s numbers have been 
frozen at 2.5 million since 1992.

Dale Jones, chairman of the 2000 
Religious Congregations and Mem-
bership Study, which draws from 149 
religious groups, said statisticians are 
wary of membership numbers ending 
in several zeros, though he declined 
to cite examples.

“There are groups that we just 
question, ‘Where did they come up 
with those fi gures?’” he said.

Theology
Often a church’s understanding 

of membership — how it is started, 
how it is maintained and how it can 
be revoked — infl uences counts.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints (the Mormons), 
with 13 million members world-
wide, is often reported to be one of 
the “fastest-growing” churches in 
the United States. Mormons start en-
rolling children as members through 
baptism at age 8. Members stay on 
the rolls — even if they move to an-
other church — unless they ask to be 
removed or are excommunicated.

“Baptism is a sacred covenant. 
We believe it has eternal conse-
quences,” spokeswoman Kim Farah 
said. “Baptism is a very sacred thing, 
and it’s a very personal thing, and far 
be it for us to take someone off the 
church membership except if they 
have asked.”

Ascol, the Southern Baptist, takes 
issue with some churches that enroll 
people after they answer an altar call 
and commit themselves to following 
Jesus. He says it’s a superfi cial means 
of joining the church and requires no 
real commitment. Even after those 
members disappear, the denomina-
tion counts them, he said.

Just because you call yourself 
Southern Baptist doesn’t make you 
Christian. Just because you go to 
church doesn’t make you Christian,” 
he said. “Our desire is to see people 
born again. Church membership and 
the Baptist understanding of that is a 
covenanted relationship.”

Active membership
Roman Catholics, the largest 

U.S. church with a reported 69 mil-
lion members, start counting baptized 
infants as members and often don’t 
remove people until they die. Most 
membership surveys don’t actually 
count who’s in the pews on Sunday.

To be disenrolled, Catholics must 
write a bishop to ask that their bap-
tisms be revoked, said Mary Gautier, 
senior research associate for the Cen-
ter for Applied Research in the Apos-
tolate, a research center affi liated 
with Georgetown University.

That means it is possible, for ex-
ample, to be born Catholic, married 
Methodist, die Lutheran and still be 
listed as a member of the 1 billion-
member Roman Catholic Church.

“The Catholic understanding of 
membership is that a person becomes 
a member upon baptism and remains 
a member for life,” Gautier said. 
“Whether you show up at church or 
not is not what determines whether 
you’re a member.”

Institutional honesty
Mainline Protestant churches 

— the UCC, Lutherans, Presbyteri-
ans, Episcopalians and others — are 
roundly criticized for hemorrhaging 

members for 40 years. And while 
membership has surely dropped, 
mainline churches are often the fi rst 
to cleanse their rolls of the inactive to 
produce a more accurate fi gure.

The 15 million-member Seventh-
day Adventists, for example, saw their 
U.S. numbers drop in recent years in 
part because a church audit found 
duplicates on membership rolls, said 
Kathleen Jones, an assistant for gen-
eral statistics for the denomination. 
Those duplicates are being purged.

Often, new pastors want up-to-
date numbers because they don’t want 
to be blamed for any drops, said Lind-
ner of the NCC. And some denomi-
nations assess fees to congregations 
based on membership, so the smaller 
the numbers, the smaller the fees.

Survey guilt
When asked about voting habits, 

belief in God or their feelings toward 
race or gender, Americans are noto-

rious for answering what they think 
pollsters want to hear. Church de-
mographers say the same rings true 
for church attendance.

Some studies show more Ameri-
cans consider themselves Southern 
Baptist than are accounted for by the 
denomination’s own numbers, said 
Roger Finke, director of the Associa-
tion of Religion Data Archives at Penn 
State.

The same is true of Catholics and 
Presbyterians, Finke said. And while 
an estimated 53 percent of Americans 
consider themselves Protestant, “sur-
veys of denominational membership 
fi nd that only 35 percent (of the general 
population) are estimated to be mem-
bers of a local congregation,” he said.

“Many people who are not mem-
bers of a local church still view them-
selves as being Protestant, Catholic 
or some other religion, even though 
they’re not actively involved in a 
church.”

UCC churches report annually on membership additions (confessions of faith, 
reaffi rmations, transfers in) and deletions (death or transfer out). Most do not 
include children in their membership tallies until after they are confi rmed, and 
most periodically cleanse their rolls of inactive members, especially when a 
new pastor arrives.

The Roman Catholic Church reports all who have been baptized in the 
Catholic faith, from infancy to death. In order to be excluded from the count, 
lapsed Catholics must write a letter to a bishop requesting their membership 
be revoked.

Because it insists that baptism is eternal, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints never weeds out members from its tally. The Mormon faith only 
removes those the church has offi cially excommunicated or those who specifi -
cally request termination.

Some church bodies have used the same membership totals for years. The 
National Baptist Convention has reported its total at 3.5 million since 2000. 
The National Missionary Baptist Convention’s 2.5 million count has not been 
revised up or down since 1992.

COUNT ME IN, TWICE
When it comes to church membership numbers, the devil’s in the details
By Amy Green

Religion News Service

The Southern Baptist Convention, with some 16.2 million members on the 
books, claims to be the nation’s largest Protestant denomination. But the 
Rev. Thomas Ascol believes the active membership is really a fraction of 
that.

Ascol, pastor of the 230-member Grace Baptist Church in Cape Coral, 
Fla., points to a church report showing that only 6 million Southern Baptists 

attend church on an average Sunday.
“The reality is, the FBI couldn’t fi nd half of those (members) if they had to,” said As-

col, who asserts his own congregation attendance swells to at least 350 every Sunday.
Ascol is urging his denomination to call for “integrity in the way we regard our mem-

bership rolls in our churches and also in the way we report statistics.”
For religious organizations, membership fi gures are a lot like a position on the an-

nual list of best colleges. A rise is trumpeted as a sign of vitality, strength and clout. 
And a drop probably means somebody somewhere checked the wrong box on some 
unimportant survey.

APPLES 
TO 
ORANGES?
While the UCC prides itself on 
accurate membership data, the 
church’s institutional honesty 
often leads to attacks by critics. 
Here’s evidence that counting 
doesn’t always add up. 
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Carrying his portable exami-
nation table under one arm and a 
box of supplies under the other, the 
white-bearded, 58-year-old physi-
cian’s assistant nods to those wait-
ing as he introduces himself to the 
woman who has offered her home 
for the two-hour clinic.

But his initial enthusiasm about 
the number of waiting patients 
quickly wanes. The group on this 
sticky, 90-degree, February after-
noon turns out to be two mothers 
and their children, most of whom 
couldn’t be left home alone while 
the sick ones see the doctor.

Local church support
Jacquay and his wife, Marianne, 

a rural, public school teacher, have 
uprooted from Big Timber, Mont., 
so he could work as a volunteer 
medical missionary for two years 
through Misión de Amistad (Friend-
ship Mission). The mission, founded 
in 1953, has had a long-time “part-
ner church” relationship with Glob-
al Ministries, a common ministry of 
the UCC and the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ).

Both Paul and Marianne had 
participated in mission trips to 
Paraguay through First Congrega-
tional UCC in Big Timber, Mont. 
So when they were looking for an 
opportunity to serve overseas, “it 
was the support of the church in Big 
Timber – and the pastor, the Rev. 
Larry Pray – that really pushed us 
this way,” Paul explains.

“The Big Timber church is like 
our family. They have sent us care 
packages and have had ongoing 
communication, just as if they were 
our parents,” he says.

So with a small stipend from 
Global Ministries and the income 
from Marianne’s private school 
teaching job in Asuncion, the capi-
tal, the couple has lived in Paraguay 
since January 2006.

‘A strong spiritual calling’
At fi rst Paul Jacquay had no 

specifi c plan as to how he would 
practice medicine, “just a strong 
spiritual calling combined with the 
ease of how things fell into place,” 
he says.

But soon he needed to refi ne his 
plans in order to gain fi nancial sup-
port from Global Ministries and po-
litical support from the local medi-
cal establishment in Paraguay.

What emerged was Project 
Maestra. In Spanish, maestra means 
teacher, an appropriate title since 
the project functions on two levels, 
both diagnostic and educational. It 
also is an acronym for the group’s 
full name.

“We want to let people learn that 
their health is important,” says Ro-
salina Paciello de Cabrera, Friend-
ship Mission’s executive director. 
“If a patient comes in with a small 
problem, we want to fi x it. But we 
also want to educate them about 

health issues.”  
“We want to have an ongoing 

relationship with the patients,” she 
says. “We want to take time to de-
velop their trust and to establish a 
climate of professionalism.”

‘Up rocks like a monkey’
Friendship Mission serves the 

people of Paraguay in many ways, 

Volunteer medical missionary frustrated, encouraged in Paraguay

Paul Jacquay and Liliana Ramos, the clinic 
physician.

Iara Elizabeth Vozquez comforts her 4-year-old daughter, Duarte, while waiting to be seen 
by Paul Jacquay.

At the Hospital of Tropical Diseases in Asuncion, Maria Griselda Benitez dresses a patient’s 
wound as her son watches.

By W. Evan Golder

s Paul Jacquay approaches the parishioner’s house where 
the makeshift medical clinic will be held, he feels encour-
aged. The pockmarked road in the Paraguay village of 
Luque had twisted and turned through neighborhoods that 
screamed of poverty, yet now, peering through the dust on 
the windshield, he spots a small knot of people waiting on 
the back porch.

“Looks like someone’s waiting to see the doctor,” he says. “The pastor must 
have gotten the word out.”

including classes for women, 
therapeutic support, workshops 
on domestic violence, concerts, 
recreational activities, children’s 
programs, school support, a health 
clinic with more than a dozen 
medical specialties, and a nursing 
school.

One afternoon, carrying bot-
tled water against the heat and hu-
midity, and swathed with Deet to 
ward off mosquitoes carrying den-
gue-fever, currently at epidemic 
proportions in Paraguay, Jacquay 
visits two different rural hospi-
tals near Asuncion. There he hears 
success stories of recent nursing 
school graduates.

At the hospital in La Colmena, 
21-year-old Maria Griselda Ben-
itez, only one month on the job, 

has spent the past 24 hours on 
call in an ambulance. Despite her 
inexperience, this has included 
transporting two dying patients to 
Asuncion.

Nancy Caballera, 21, spent 
the morning with an experienced 
nurse, vaccinating indigenous (In-
dian) patients in a remote area.

“I climbed up a mountain, up 

stairs, up a ladder and up rocks 
like a monkey,” she says. “This 
was my first time to do it, but I’ll 
do it every two months.”

For Lorena Gomez, 22, the 
work is harder than she expected, 
she says, since there is not enough 
equipment and nurses have to 
make do with what’s available. 
But, she is asked, did the training 
at the nursing school prepare you 
adequately to do this work?

“¡Si!” she answers promptly 
with a smile.

Goal getting closer
While Friendship Mission’s 

history and these success stories 
inspire Jacquay, his own progress 
in getting his small clinics estab-
lished has been very frustrating. 
His first problem was the language 
barrier.

“It would have been really nice 
to be fluent in Spanish when we ar-
rived,” he says. “It was six months 
before I was even fluent enough to 
work with a doctor to write up the 
proposal.”

Another problem is learning 
to work with a frustrating (to him) 
Paraguayan custom: People say 
“yes” to anything, rather than turn 
you down, he says, but then don’t 

follow through.
Nevertheless, Jacquay is learn-

ing from these experiences and 
getting closer to his goal of one 
clinic a day. Two recent develop-
ments give him hope.

First, the government is mak-
ing available two former clinic 
buildings, now deserted, for Proj-
ect Maestra’s use, and even pro-
vides a community nurse to service 
the community with inoculations, 
etc., in between Jacqualy’s weekly 
visits.

Second, a U.S. organization 
that wants to send medications to 
Paraguay has put Friendship Mis-
sion on its list.

With this encouragement, Jac-
quay is applying for a third year.

“We’ve been working on the 
medical needs, and now we’re re-
ally close to starting the classes 
and workshops, especially on dia-
betes and hypertension,” he says.

“It’s going to take at least an-
other year to get these established, 
so they can be sustained after we 
leave. That’s really our goal.”

The Rev. W. Evan Golder is editor emeritus 
of United Church News. He visited Friend-
ship Mission in Asuncion, Paraguay, earlier 
this year.

WE WANT TO HAVE AN 
ongoing relationship with 
the patients...to take time 
to develop their trust and to 
establish a climate of 
professionalism.”

W. Evan Golder photos

— Rosalina Paciello de Cabrera
Friendship Mission’s executive director.



A16       UNITED CHURCH NEWS    AUGUST | SEPTEMBER 2007



    AUGUST | SEPTEMBER 2007   UNITED CHURCH NEWS      A17



A18       UNITED CHURCH NEWS    AUGUST | SEPTEMBER 2007

marketplace      resources | classifi eds Contact Connie Larkman at <larkmanc@ucc.org> or 866/822-8224 ext. 2196 for display and Marketplace (classifi ed) advertising.

EMPLOYMENT

UCC COVENANTED MINISTRIES OPENING 
— Full job descriptions can be obtained through 
our website at <ucc.org/classifi eds>. 

STILLSPEAKING COORDINATOR — Work 
with the Offi ce of General Ministries, Proclama-
tion, Identity and Communications team to design 
and implement a long and short-term strategic 
brand platform, integrating a “God is Still speak-
ing” emphasis into all aspects of ministry in the 
UCC’s national settings. Application deadline is 
Aug. 17, 2007. If you are interested, please send 
a resume or current profi le (indicate specifi c 
position of interest) to: Ms. Alisa Lewis, Human 
Resources, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, 
OH  44115

ASSISTANT STILLSPEAKING COORDINA-
TOR — Work with the Stillspeaking Coordinator, 
the Proclamation, Identity and Communications 
team of Offi ce of General Ministries and others 
to develop and produce ready-to-use resources 
on the UCC’s identity message for both external 
and internal audiences, with special attention to 
electronic and web-based material. Application 
deadline is Aug. 17, 2007. If you are interested, 
please send a resume or current profi le (indi-
cate specifi c position of interest) to: Ms. Alisa 
Lewis, Human Resources, 700 Prospect Avenue, 
Cleveland, OH  44115

CHICAGO THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY: DI-
RECTOR OF RECRUITMENT, ADMISSIONS 
AND FINANCIAL AID. The Director is respon-
sible for implementing the recruitment goals of 
the Seminary’s Strategic Plan, reaching out to 
prospective students, and publicly articulating 
the vision and mission of the Seminary to a range 
of constituencies.  Please go to <ctschicago.
edu/general/news.php> for more information.  
Applications may be sent to the Offi ce of the 
Academic Dean, Chicago Theological Seminary, 
5757 S. University Ave., Chicago, IL 60637. 
Electronic communication may be addressed to 
<ejimenez@ctschicago.edu> .

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC OF EV-
ANSTON, a 140-year-old church, seeks an 
outstanding leader to serve as Senior Minister. 
With a strong heritage and interest in contempo-
rary issues, FCCE is looking for an experienced 
minister who is a thoughtful and thought-pro-
voking preacher and spiritual leader with strong 
management skills. First Congregational UCC 
has approximately 220 members, a tradition 
of outstanding music, and a thriving Christian 
education program. The church is located in 
Evanston, Ill., a diverse suburban community 
just north of Chicago on Lake Michigan that is 
home to Northwestern University. Church profi le 
available at <fi rstchurchevanston.org>. Please 

e-mail your resume to <fcce_search@ameritech.
net> or mail to Alan Cubbage, Search Committee 
Chair, First Congregational UCC, 1417 Hinman 
Ave., Evanston, IL 60201.

TOMBSTONE, ARIZ. – 102 year old church in 
“The Town Too Tough To Die” is seeking a pastor. 
Send profi le to Southwest Conference.

BULLETIN BOARD

RETREAT

BOUND FOR BOSTON?  Stay at historic 
Walker Center. Ideal for Group Accommodations 
or B& B. Easy commute to downtown/airport. 
Phone 617/969-3919;  e-mail: <Reservations@
walkerctr.org>; web <www.walkerctr.org>. 

RETIRE TO SCENIC BRISTOL VILLAGE 
in Southern Ohio. Safe, affordable, friendly, 
small-town retirement living.  Best retirement 
value in the nation. Enjoy the four seasons in a 
faith-based community offering a full continuum of 
care.  Check us out at < bristolvillage.org>; e-mail 
<kjones@ncrccd.org> or <lbower@ncrccd.org>; 
phone 800/223-9766. Owned and managed by 
National Church Residences. 

THINKING ABOUT RETIREMENT? Try <pil-
grimplace.org> a vibrant community of “retired” 
Christian professionals still dedicated to faith, 
service and pursuing their concerns for a more 
peaceful, just world.

BROADWAY UCC, an Open and Affirming 
Church, welcomes you to New York City and our 
5 p.m. Sunday worship at Broadway and 93rd St. 
<bwayucc.org>.

THE MANDALA CENTER, an ecumenical 
retreat center located in northeastern New 
Mexico, offers reasonable rates, excellent 
food and a beautiful environment for your 
personal retreat or small group event. Upcom-
ing programs include What is Buddhism? An 
Exploration of Buddhist Teachings and Practice 
with Don Handrick, a Tibetan Buddhist practi-
tioner and teacher with the Foundation for the 
Preservation of the Mahayana Tradition, Fri. 
to Sun., Oct. 5-7;  Ancient Images/Modern 
Icons: Art Making and the Divine Feminine with 
Sheila Hennessy, ceramic sculptor, and Mary 
Saracino, scholar and writer, Wed. to Sun., Oct. 
10-14; Listening to the Voice Within: A Retreat 
for Those Seeking to Understand Their Calling 
with Gaye Brown, director of The Mandala 
Center and Bob Stice, licensed professional 
clinical counselor and faculty member, CREDO 
Institute, Thur. to Sun., Oct. 25-28; Taizé Min-
istry Weekend with The Rev Brad Berglund, 
author, church musician and facilitator of an 
association of churches that worship in the 

style of Taizé, Fri. to Sun., Nov. 2-4; and A 
Weekend of Mindfulness with Brian Shelly, MD, 
assistant professor in the Section of Integrative 
Medicine at the University of New Mexico, and 
founder of the UNM Integrative Medicine Clinic 
and the UNM program in Mindfulness-Based 
Stress Reduction, Fri. to Sun.,  Nov. 9-11. Call 
505/278-3002 or visit our website at <manda-
lacenter.org> for more information.

RESOURCES

IF YOU’RE CURRENTLY STRUGGLING 
WITH YOUR FINANCES, HEALTH OR 
PRAYING FOR A BETTER LIFESTYLE, your 
prayers can be answered by checking out the 
best home based business ever. Call Merrily 
402/439-2657.

MENTAL ILLNESS NETWORK: Visit our Web-
sites: <min-ucc.org> and

<pathways2promise.org>. E-mail: <bob.dell@
ecunet.org> or <bryancrousore@hotmail.com>; 
Phone: 866/822-8224, ext. 3838 (toll free).

WWW.EGIVE-USA.COM — Good Stewardship 
Made Easy!  Please call or e-mail us for a free 
brochure; 866/303-6623 or <brad@egive-usa.
com>.

SEEKING DIRECTION? Find a spiritual direc-
tor anywhere in the world. Learn about spiritual 
direction. Learn what to ask a spiritual director. 
On the web <sdiworld.org>. 

MYSTERY DINNER FUND RAISERS — Raise 
funds, have fun, share fellowship; Wesleyan 
Thespian Mystery Dinner Kits. Phone 781/837-
6457 for more information.

GOD IS STILL LAUGHING I & II: REVISED 
HEIDELBERG CATECHISM JOKE BOOK 
& AID — For info see web page <home.comcast.
net/~fcba>. $8 & $1 S&H each.

WE HAVE 100 USED PILGRIM HYMNALS that 
are yours for the cost of shipping.  Interested? 
E-mail <pastor@briarcliffchurch.org>.

CHURCH PIANIST, CLASSICAL TRADITION: 
Bach, Brahms, Beethoven, Chopin, Couperin, 
Debussy. Worship services, weddings, funerals: 
Bethlehem Covenant Church, Worcester; First 
Congregational Church, Shrewsbury; and United 
Church, Clinton.  Joyce Carpenter-Henderson, 
122 Orange Street, Apt. #2, Clinton, MA 01510; 
phone 508/887-2013; e-mail <bentfi g@yahoo.
com>.

LOST

LOST AT GENERA SYNOD 26, HARTFORD:  
UCC@50 book with signatures and personal 
notes.  If found, please contact <pastorkrista@
hotmail.com>. 
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The Rev. Robert Chase, the UCC’s com-
munication director, is leaving to become 
director of a New York-based justice 
organization.

The consistory of Collegiate Church of 
New York has called Chase to be founding 
director of Intersections, a major global 
initiative that hopes to build a culture of 
justice and peace by creating opportuni-
ties for people and organizations to come 
together to share diverse viewpoints.

“Bob’s gifts to the UCC have been 
enormous,” said the Rev. John H. Thomas, 
general minister and president. “His 
creativity, professionalism, and passion 
have helped to create a communication 
ministry here and within the ecumenical 
community that has set a new standard 
of excellence.”

As founding director of the new $40-
million-endowed Intersections, Chase will 
coordinate a process for launching the 
organization, as well as its priority areas 
and program possibilities.

“This new initiative will innovatively 
bring people together who have fundamen-
tal ideological differences,” said Chase, a 
UCC minister. “We want to forge practical 
strategies that will promote both justice 
and reconciliation, within a context of 
mutual respect.”

Since 1999, Chase has served as 
team leader for the UCC’s Proclamation, 
Identity and Communication Ministry Team, 

where he was one of the architects of the 
denomination’s highly successful “God 
is still speaking” advertising and identity 
campaign. He also served as publisher 
of United Church News, with a circulation 
of more than 200,000, and directed the 
UCC’s web ministry and award-winning 
video production department.

Chase also served simultaneously 
as executive director of the UCC’s Offi ce 
of Communication, Inc. (OC, Inc.), the 
denomination’s historic media advocacy 
organization, based in Washington, D.C., 
that seeks media access for all sectors of 
society, especially those who have been 
historically marginalized.

Edith A. Guffey, associate general 
minister, has worked closely with Chase 
as administrator of the Offi ce of General 
Ministries, which includes the church’s 
communications ministry.

“The United Church of Christ has 
been a grateful recipient of Bob’s lead-
ership,” Guffey said. “His vision for the 
communications ministry, his creativity 
and commitment to excellence has been 
evident in all that he has accomplished 
in his work here. Even as he prepares to 
move to new challenges, he leaves his 
imprint on the important work of telling the 
UCC story. We will miss him as a leader 
and a friend.”

PASTORAL CHANGES

Anderson, Paul N. to First Cong. UCC, East Troy, WI
Ashley, Timothy S. Spring Grove, PA to St. Paul’s UCC, Sheboygan, WI
Bracebridge, Shawn E. Clifton Park, NY to Cong. UCC, West Stockbridge, MA
Breedlove, Christopher J. San Antonio, TX to Trinity UCC, Jasper, IN
Brownell, Jennifer G. to Community UCC, Hillsdale, OR
Burd, James K. to Association Minister, Wauwatosa, WI
Clippinger, Arthur P. Massillon, OH to Trinity UCC and St. Peter’s UCC, Clinton, OH
Comeau, Megan E. Worcester, MA to Central UCC, Orange, MA
Cornell, Edward F. to Second Cong. UCC, New London, CT
Dunlap-Wolfe, Barbara J. Potosi, WI to Immanuel UCC, Woodman, WI
Favreau-Sorvillo, Jeanne M. Redlands, CA to Cong. UCC, Diamond Bar, CA
Fournier, Richard T. Northampton, MA to First. Cong. UCC, Buckland, MA
Frazier, Kenneth A. to First Cong. UCC, Waterbury, CT
Frueh, Donald G. to First Cong. UCC, Salem, OR
Gregory, Kevin P. Appleton, WI to St. John’s UCC, Manchester, MO
Harris, George M. to Second Cong. UCC, New Britain, CT
Haslanger, Phillip C. Madison, WI to Memorial UCC, Fitchburg, WI
Holman, Gail F. to Phoenix Community UCC, Kalamazoo, MI
Hudson, John F. Concord, MA to Pilgrim UCC, Sherborn, MA
Jacobsen, Steven D. to Cong. UCC, Mentone, CA
Kwon, Yul Madison, WI to UCC, Hancock, WI
LaMarche, Nichol M. to Federated, Cotuit, MA
Manz, Kevin to Plymouth, Lawrence, KS
McHugh, Nancy S. Cedar Grove, NY to UCC, Waitsfi eld, VT
Morkin, Charles W. Sturgeon Bay, WI to United, Holyoke, MA
Nelson, John A. Dover, MA to Community UCC, Niantic, CT
Nichols, J. Christopher Goshen, CT to First Cong. UCC, Madison, CT
Pastors, Jennifer to Colonial UCC, Prairie Village, KS
Patton, Alison B. Chicago, IL to First Church of Christ UCC, Simsbury, CT
Robinson, Olivia H. to Cong. UCC, Kensington, CT
Rogers-Brigham, Ann M. East Orleans, MA to Immanuel UCC, Plymouth, WI
Scott, Judith I. Kingston, RI to Evangelical UCC, Marysville, KS
Shiels, Joan M. to Hope UCC, Sturgeon Bay, WI
Stone, Kenton V. Lawrence, KS to First Cong. UCC, Topeka, KS
Szyszko, Dolores B. to Church of the Good Shepherd UCC, South Woodstock, CT
Vaccariello, Carol Medina, OH to Cong. UCC, North Canton, OH
Wagner, Johanna Easthampton, MA to Church of Christ UCC, Granby, MA
Watson, Jimmy R. Terre Haute, IN to St. Andrew UCC, Louisville, KY
Wenzel, Lorrie M. to Calvary Memorial UCC, Wauwatosa, WI
Woitasek, Walter Springfi eld, MA to Church of Christ UCC, Granby, MA
Wyatt, Andrea C. Holliston, MA to Pilgrim UCC, Lexington, MA
Yonkman, Nicole G., Kettering, OH to UCC, Fishers, IN
Yonkman, Todd G., Kettering, OH to UCC, Fishers, IN

Information on pastoral changes is provided by UCC’s parish life and leadership ministry.

REMEMBERED
The Rev. Myron Ross, 82, the fi rst African-American ordained in the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church, who also served for many years in Japan, starting in 1954, as the 
E&R’s fi rst African-American missionary, died of lung cancer on May 11 in St. George, 
Utah. Ross, an activist in the Civil Rights Movement entered Eden Theological Seminary 
as a Presbyterian, but later told an audience at the UCC-related seminary in St. Louis that 
he joined the Evangelical and Reformed Church (which would soon become the UCC) 
because he was inspired by the intellectual vigor of his seminary professors.

DIED
The Rev. Chester Terpstra, 89, former Hawaii Conference Minister from 1968 to 1978, 
died April 12 in Sequim, Wash., after a long illness. During his ministry, Terpstra also 
served several pastorates in Hawaii and was a missionary, along with his wife, Margery, 
in Pohnpei.

CONFERENCE CHANGES
The Rev. Robert Molsberry, UCC pastor in Grinnell, Iowa, is the candidate for Ohio 
Conference Minister and will be considered by the Conference on July 27-28. The Rev. 
Sheldon Culver, Missouri/Mid-South Associate Conference Minister, is the candidate for 
Illinois South Minister and will be considered when the Conference meets Sept. 7-8.

CHASE LEAVING TOP COMMUNICATION POST

ON INTERSECTIONS:

This new intiative will 
innovatively bring 

people together who 
have fundamental 

ideological differences.”

— Bob Chase

CLERGY DEATHS

Adams, Ann. B., 52, 5/3/2007
Bourne, Donald S., 94, 5/24/2007
Bowers, Daniel A., 88, 4/21/2007
Gerber, John A., 91, 4/10/2007
Gregory, Lillian S., 92, 3/28/2007
Klein, Ernest C., 82, 5/28/2007
Pirazzini, Francis X., 84, 5/6/2007
Ross, Myron W., 82, 5/11/2007
Tom, Vernon G.S., 65, 3/26/2007
Vodola, Esther, 95, 5/18/2007
 
Information on clergy deaths is provided by UCC’s Pension Boards
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MILITARY CHAPLAINCY
In service, chaplains remind soldiers of others’ love and concern

Chaplain Ronald A. Sparks is a staff chaplain 
with the U.S. Army Reserve in San Diego,  who is 
awaiting movement orders for deployment to Al An-
bar Province in Iraq.

THE THEOLOGICAL ISSUES chaplains 
address are critical to health, hope and heal-
ing. Hopefully, we can provide rational and 
realistic answers to the questions arising 
from the life and death experiences of our 
men and women who serve. Drawing on our 
own ability to be “wounded healers” is para-
mount to this effort. Our religious institutions 
can assist in this process by not repeating the 
Sin of Vietnam, which was “confusing the 
war with the warrior.”

We need to honor the service and sacri-
fices of those who wear the uniform of our 
country even if we are opposed to the poli-
cies which have sent them into harm’s way. 
We can engage in the many welcome home 
ceremonies, writing letters and sending care 
packages, and providing the necessary sup-
port to the families at home.

This, also, constitutes modeling of jus-
tice and peace. The UCC should seek ways 
to honor and recognize the many chaplains 
who minister to our young men and women 
in uniform. I view my calling as a chaplain 
to care for the fragments in a fragmented 
world.

The Rev. Nancy Dietsch is a chaplain at the VA 
Medical Center in Dayton, Ohio.

I HAVE LONG FELT that true healing with 
post-traumatic stress disorder could only oc-
cur when all parts of an individual are ad-
dressed. So often, it is limited only to the 
psychological and emotional dimension but, 

when it stops there, I believe that we only 
provide coping skills, not healing.

In my own journey, I found that I had 
to connect with the spiritual dimension and 
find ways to release the body memories that 
accompany the trauma.

Many affected by 
trauma “close their voic-
es” because the trauma 
is too horrific to speak. 
Their ability to draw from 
their spiritual resources 
is stunted because they 
have regressed in their 
faith to an earlier form 
of functioning.

I present James Fowler’s faith develop-
ment theory to the veterans involved in spiri-
tuality group, in order to enable them to see 
the different phases of functioning in one’s 
spirituality.

To use their spirituality to help them 
heal, it is necessary for one to individuate 
his or her faith rather than accept a body of 
beliefs without question.

Captain Jane F. Vieira is a chaplain with the Naval 
Submarine School in Groton, Conn. Vieira writes of her 
most memorable Navy chaplain experience, following 
the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, when she 
designated as one of six chaplains to stand the night 
shift at the Pentagon disaster site.

CHAPLAINS WORKING at the Pentagon 
disaster site served in various capacities. We 
worked with recovery teams, at the mortuary, 
the decontamination tent, and the chaplain 
operations tent, providing pastoral support, 
critical incident stress defusion, and prayer. 

Three chaplains served with each recov-

ery team, whose job it was to recover hu-
man remains from the wreckage. Each body 
we recovered received three blessings from 
three chaplains. One was stationed inside the 
wreckage, a second at the base of the reefer 
(refrigerator) truck, and a third inside the 
reefer truck itself.

My post was inside the reefer truck along 
with a doctor, a nurse, an emergency medical 
technician, and two stretcher bearers.

The doctor opened each body bag, ex-
amined the remains and made the death 
pronouncement. We tried to bring as much 
honor and dignity to the dead as possible and 
treated each of the remains as sacred.

Since most bodies were charred beyond 
recognition and some contained only body 
parts, we didn’t know for whom we were 
praying. All were treated equally with dig-
nity and honor. Later I thought to myself we 
might even have blessed the terrorists.

The Rev. Harold G. Landwehr is a chaplain at 
the VA Medical Center in Marion, Ill.

OUR VETERANS COME FROM so many 
walks in life, and no matter how many men 
or women were among them during a battle, 
each holds a journey that is theirs alone.

Listening to their stories is a high point 
for me. Many veterans share them over and 
over, while some struggle to tell it, perhaps 
for the first time, in a way that frees them. 
Many veterans come to the hospital fre-

quently, and look at the familiarity of the 
staff as an extended family.

I find that the chaplaincy gives com-
fort and camaraderie, providing hope and 
strength to these courageous people in dif-
ficult health situations. Veterans are very 
appreciative of the chaplaincy - many greet 
me as “Padre,” flashing back to their earlier 
service days. They look to us with the trust 
they found from the chaplains who served, 
or are serving in our active military.

Chaplain Charles M. Purinton, Jr. is a lieuten-
ant colonel with the Vermont Army National Guard in 
Colchester, Vt. Mobilized in January 2005 for training, 
he was deployed to Ramadi, Iraq, from June 2005 until 
June 2006.

MY CALL to the chaplaincy is a response to 
the inclusiveness of the UCC. This ministry 
is an extension of my faith. I embrace it, not 
wrestle with it.

I have been psychologically changed by 
what I have experienced, but not religiously, 
and I thank God my body is intact, as far as 
I know.

Most of my ministry in combat was 
counseling in the barracks and among the 
leadership, support to a medical company 
with a forward surgical team, and support to 
their mortuary affairs team. It is ministry in 
situations and among experiences of horror. 

Prayer is absolutely the paramount pri-
ority — total faith and total prayer, with all 
my being.

Now I am ministering to veterans and 
their families. Their challenge is permanent 
change, keeping their vows of the past as the 
new people they are now. Adapting to new 
love.

This is the second in a two-
part series, examining their 
different roles from a fi rst-per-
son perspective.  Look back 
at the June-July issue to read 
more ‘letters from chaplains.’

Several UCC military chaplains (pictured above) gathered last year in Cleveland where church leaders offered 
prayers and praise for their diffi cult ministries. “Having our military chaplains here at the Church House was an 
important way of reminding them of the gratitude of the church for their important ministry, often carried out in 
challenging circumstances,” said the Rev. John H. Thomas, general minister and president.

LETTERS FROM OUR UCC MILITARY CHAPLAINS:
EDITOR’S NOTE: In a tribute to the UCC’s military chaplains, United Church News has invited UCC clergy who 
serve in government-related ministries to write about their ministries and to refl ect upon their experiences. 
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UCC MINISTERS 
serve in a variety of 
capacities — at U.S. 
military bases, hos-
pitals and on foreign 
deployment. 

We need to honor the service and sacrifi ces of those who 
wear the uniform of our country even if we are opposed to 

the policies which have sent them into harm’s way. 

 — Chaplain Ronald Sparks


