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The Congregational 

Vitality Initiative testifies 

to the exuberance and 

energy of the Spirit 

who alone creates and 

renews the church.”

I invite you to visit the Congregational Vitality Initia-
tive’s exciting new website <uccvitality.org>. What’s 
it all about?
The Congregational Vitality Initiative (CVI) is an all-

church initiative that supports UCC congregations that 
want to enhance the vitality of their ministry and mission, 
both locally and beyond.

Through an assessment instrument, local churches may 
choose from several program areas: joyful worship, theo-
logical refl ection and biblical literacy, generous giving, dis-
cipleship, spiritual formation, and so on. CVI partners with 
Conferences, Associations and churches in a comprehen-
sive, integrated movement to enable local congregations to 
“fulfi ll God’s mission.”  

CVI is about living out the life of Christ, claiming Je-
sus Christ as the center of our life and mission, enhanc-
ing personal and corporate life in the Christ who promised 
“abundant life” and who said, “I am the way, the truth and 
the life.” 

CVI is about people of the resurrection faith experienc-
ing transformation. There are those among us who think 
that this church won’t survive; they are mistaken — just 
as others in the past have been wrong about the resiliency 
of the Church of Jesus Christ, and, yes, even of this, our 
United Church of Christ. CVI is about instilling and nurtur-
ing spiritual and intellectual vigor in our discipleship, go-
ing beyond church viability to vibrancy in life and vitality 
in mission.

Jesus was anointed by the Spirit to proclaim the good 
news of helping the poor, healing the sick, releasing the cap-
tives, giving sight to the blind. The Apostle Paul affi rms this 
gifting by the Holy Spirit of the early churches: “The various 
ways God’s Spirit gets worked into our lives.”

The Spirit’s gifts are given to empower Christian indi-
viduals and congregations to be about God’s mission. CVI 
is reminding every UCC congregation that they already 
have the gifts to do God’s mission and that there is a con-
sequence to the Spirit’s gifting — to do acts of mercy and 
justice. It’s not optional, we don’t vote on it. It’s a commis-
sion, a marching order as it were. The Spirit of God nags, 
tugs and compels us.

CVI is about God’s mission, missio dei. The faithful in-
terpretation of that mission may cause us to be different, to 
be courageous rather than cautious, to reclaim for our day 
and for our churches the historic legacy and acts of cour-
age that the UCC and its predecessor bodies are known for. 
Yet, as Anthony B. Robinson reminds us in one of CVI’s 
resources, ours is a whole new world. Congregations, he 
says, do not exist in a vacuum. Even while the gospel is 
centered in Jesus Christ who is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever (Hebrews 13.8), cultural and contemporary 
contexts do change. 

As Robinson suggests, “Such changes call for faithful 
and creative response on the part of congregations and their 
leaders.” CVI helps in developing that response. 

The Rev. José A. Malayang is executive minister of Local Church Ministries 

and a member of the UCC’s fi ve-person Collegium of Offi cers.

Need a vitality boost?  Goin’ to Indy?
There’s a 5,000-voice female chorus forming this sum-

mer. Wanna join it? 
That’s how many participants could show for “Mix in 

’06,” a one-time national women’s gathering of the UCC and 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Under the theme, 
“Dream on, sisters!” it will take place June 21-25 at the In-
dianapolis Convention Center.

Renowned musicians will include Holly Near, Carrie 
Newcomer and Bernice Johnson Reagon. Preachers will 
include the Rev. Bernice 
Powell Jackson, former ex-
ecutive minister of Justice 
and Witness Ministries; 
the Rev. Nancy Hastings 
Sehested, a North Caro-
lina state prison chaplain 
for a maximum-security 
prison for 900 men and co-
pastor of Circle of Mercy 
Church (UCC/Coopera-
tive Baptist) in Ashville, N.C.; the Rev. Daisy L. Machado, 
dean of Disciples-related Lexington (Ky.) Theological Semi-
nary; Claudia De La Cruz, a student at Union Theological 
Seminary in New York; and Sandhya Jha, co-moderator of 
the Disciples’ Anti-Racism Commission. 

Learn more and register at <dreamonsisters.com>.

 Roe up a creek?
A new restrictive abortion law in South Dakota — al-

most certain to one day face review by the U.S. Supreme 
Court — was signed on March 6 by Republican Governor 
Mike Rounds. It essentially bans all abortions, including 
cases involving rape and incest. Doctors there now face up 
to five years in prison for performing any abortion, unless 
the woman’s literal life is on the line.

According to the UCC-supported Religious Coalition 
for Reproductive Choice, similar legislation is being pushed 
— and could likely be passed — in 11 more states: Alabama, 
Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, 
Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee and West Virginia.

“This [law] attacks the rights of women and their fami-
lies to make personal and private decisions on whether or 
when to continue a pregnancy,” said an e-mail action alert 
from the UCC’s Justice and Peace Action Network. “Politi-
cians should not determine what is best for every woman 
who faces an unintended pregnancy.”

The UCC’s General Synod has called for curbing the 
number of abortions through affordable, accessible repro-
ductive health services, including birth control and compre-
hensive, faith-based sexuality education. General Synod first 
called for legalizing abortion in 1969 as one way to prevent 
death and injury to women who were then-seeking illegal 
abortions. For more than 35 years, General Synod has reaf-
firmed its support for a woman’s right to choose, including 
Roe v. Wade.

Learn more at <ucc.org/justice/choice>.

 ‘I’m really UCC, virtually’
A new online UCC community <i.ucc.org> is ready to 

welcome worshipers, virtually speaking.
Those drawn to the denomination because of its newest 

round of TV commercials, which begin on April 3, will find 
a virtual space to experience online worship, offer prayers, 
participate in Bible study, receive pastoral care and learn 
UCC basics.

The new community is not an actual congregation, says 
the Rev. David Schoen of the UCC’s Evangelism Ministry, 
but it will help seekers “test” the UCC if they’re not quite 
ready to visit a local church. Also, it will serve as a commu-
nity-building place for those who live in areas where UCC 
churches are not yet established. 

Attend church now at <i.ucc.org>. There’s no dress 
code.

 Hope amid horror
Some today might like to wax heroically about how they 

would have boldly outsmarted the Nazis and harbored Jews 
during the Holocaust. But a new book by The Pilgrim Press, 
the UCC’s publishing arm, chronicles the real-life stories of 
a few Dutch rescuers who courageously risked all to save 
others from certain death.

The Heart Has Reasons by author Mark Klempner — 
whose own father narrowly escaped the Nazi scourge — tells 
the poignant stories of those who helped hide Jewish chil-
dren during the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands. 

Rabbi Harold S. Kushner, author of When Bad Things 
Happen to Good People, calls Pilgrim’s new title “a book to 
restore one’s faith in the possibility of human goodness.”

The cost is $24. Order from United Church of Christ Re-
sources at 800/537.3394.

CALENDAR

Covenanted Ministries’ Joint Board Meetings
April 20-22 in Hartford, Conn.

Installation of Executive Ministers
The Rev. Linda Jaramillo, Justice and Witness Ministries
The Rev. Cally Rogers-Witte, Wider Church Ministries
April 22, 2006 in Hartford, Conn.

UCC Executive Council
April 23-25 in Hartford, Conn.

UCC Offi ce Support Staff Network
April 27-30 in Cleveland
<uccossn.org>

UCC/Disciples National Women’s Event
June 21-25 in Indianapolis
<dreamonsisters.com>

Pacifi c Islander Asian American Ministries’ 
National Convocation
July 25-28 in Berkeley, Calif.
E-mail: <paamncnc@aol.com>
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national | breaking news      headlines

By J. Bennett Guess

Editor

End-of-the-year remittances to the UCC’s 
national setting came up nearly $500,000 
short in 2005, once again prompting 

concerns that the church’s national ministries 
may undergo signifi cant, painful alterations.

William Morgan, the UCC’s chief fi nancial 
offi cer, reports that the UCC’s 39 Conferences 
remitted $10,040,149 to Our Church’s Wider 
Mission (OCWM) for national basic support 
in 2005, down from the $10.5-million fi gure 
budgeted. 

Since the $10.5-million benchmark was 
also used to build current-year budgets for the 
UCC’s four Covenanted Ministries, Morgan 
alerted church leaders that a weakened fi nan-
cial goal of $9.46 million should be anticipated 
for 2006. 

The revised projection is down by more 
than $1.2 million from the $10,704,803 actual-
ized in 2004, and it represents a whopping 25 
percent drop — or $3 million — from the $12.5 
million realized just fi ve years ago.

The report is disheartening for church lead-
ers, who expressed hopes to United Church 
News in January that the year’s $10.5-million 
goal might be realized. However, since many 
congregations and Conferences have a long-
standing history of holding onto earmarked 
funds until the last possible minute, it’s diffi cult 
to predict year-end totals until the remittance 
deadline actually passes.

The shortfall means that church leaders are 
now contending with an estimated $1.6 million 
budgetary imbalance — $500,000 from 2005 
and $1.1 million in 2006. The bad news comes 
just 18 months after church leaders took drastic 
measures to reduce staff and programs by more 
than $700,000 in anticipation of fewer dollars 
for shared mission spending.

“We’re beyond the point of whittling away 
to reduce spending,” the Rev. John H. Thomas, 
UCC general minister and president, told Unit-
ed Church News. “We’re going to have to take 
a signifi cant look at how we’re structured and 
what our ministry will look like. But I’m not 
prepared at this point to say what that will look 
like or should look like.”

In an e-mail to the UCC’s national staff in 
Cleveland, Washington, D.C., and Whitakers, 
N.C., Associate General Minister Edith Guffey 
wrote, “We all know that this isn’t good news. 
What no one knows at this point is what we 
might recommend to the [Covenanted Minis-
try] boards when they meet in April and how 
that will impact our work.”

Guffey said the UCC’s fi ve-person Col-
legium of Offi cers would meet this month to 
outline a plan of action. The four Covenanted 

Ministries’ joint board meetings will be held 
April 20-22 in Hartford, Conn.

While there are a variety of factors that 
likely contribute to the decline — elevated 
church insurance and heating costs, investment 
plateaus, economic uncertainty — Thomas 
quickly conceded that the national setting’s fi -
nancial picture has taken a major hit from fall-
out linked to the same-gender marriage equal-
ity resolution endorsed by General Synod last 
summer.

“I’m saddened by that,” Thomas said. “But 
we have to face that as a reality. There are a lot 
of factors, but I don’t want to pretend that mar-
riage equality has nothing to do with it.”

Ironically, the year-end fi nancial totals 
were interspersed with a few positive indica-
tors, including a signifi cant increase in desig-
nated special gifts. For example, overall sup-
port for the UCC’s four special mission offer-
ings — One Great Hour of Sharing, Neighbors 
in Need, Strengthen the Church and Christmas 
Fund — increased by more than three percent. 
Second-mile giving to the UCC’s Stillspeak-
ing Initiative topped $1.5 million and receipts 
for disaster response quadrupled over previous 
years, nearly reaching the $9-million mark and 
shattering previous disaster-giving records.

“We were way up in designated giving,” 
Thomas said, “which tells us that people are 
willing to give to designated things that they 
support. But we also must recognize that some 
of that giving probably came at the expense of 
OCWM national basic support.”

Thomas said the UCC, however, is not 
alone in its wrestling with rather-bleak fi nan-
cial circumstances. Nearly every major histori-
cally mainline denomination is facing a similar 
situation, he said.

“In addition to dealing with our specifi c is-
sues, we’re also caught up in a negative trend,” 
he said.  

National basic support accounts for ap-
proximately one-third of congregations’ con-
tributions to OCWM basic support, since Con-
ferences retain what is needed to support their 
regional ministries before forwarding the re-
maining dollars to the church’s national setting. 
While the retention rate varies among Confer-
ences, the retention average now stands at about 
67 percent, a ratio that continues to climb to the 
detriment of the UCC’s national setting.

Only 10 of the UCC’s 39 Conferences 
posted increases for national basic support over 
the previous year: Southern California-Nevada, 
Calvin Synod, Hawaii, Iowa, Maine, Montana-
Northern Wyoming, Pacifi c Northwest, South-
ern, Southwest and Wisconsin. The remaining 
29 Conferences remitted less, with some de-
creasing their total contributions by more than 
$100,000.

The UCC’s newest television commer-
cial, “ejector seat,” will begin airing 
nationally on April 3.

During its three-week run on multiple 
cable networks, the relatively high saturation 
ad buy means that about 60 to 65 percent of 
the U.S. population is expected to see the ad 
at least once. Fund raising is ongoing with 
hopes of collecting an additional $800,000 
to keep the ad on the air through Mother’s 
Day.

Playing to the now-familiar theme of 
alienation — fi rst emphasized in the UCC’s 
controversial “bouncer” ad that aired in De-
cember 2004 and March 2005 — “ejector 
seat” employs a bit of humor to express the 
church’s newest theme, “God doesn’t reject 
people. Neither do we.”

The 30-second commercial begins with 
a shot of an African-American mother try-
ing to calm a crying baby. Sitting in a church 
pew, the mother fi dgets anxiously, as she 
endures sour, disapproving looks from fel-
low worshippers. Eventually, someone in the 
wings pushes an “ejector” button to rid the 
church of her — and her noisy baby. Into the 
air they go fl ying. 

In similar fashion, a gay couple, an Arab-
American, a person using a walker, among 
others, gets “ejected.” Finally, when a home-
less person wanders in and takes a seat, ner-
vous parishioners — expecting she’ll get the 
boot for sure — scoot away from her.

“Throughout this campaign, the heart 
of our focus has been on the experience of 
the seeker,” says Ron Buford, coordinator 
of The Stillspeaking Initiative. “The issue is 
not anyone’s actual intention to eject people. 
The issue is whether or not newcomers feel 
rejected. And we know they do and for a va-
riety of reasons.”

Several specialized websites have been 
developed to help newcomers, drawn in by 
the ad, to fi nd their way into better familiar-
ity with the UCC. In addition to <ucc.org> 
and <stillspeaking.com>, a new, virtual UCC 
community, located online at <i.ucc.org>, 
will help persons “try on” the UCC, espe-
cially in areas where no UCC yet exists, says 

the Rev. David Schoen of the UCC’s Evan-
gelism Ministry. 

Another website, <rejectionhurts.com>, 
will provide a space for people to share their 
personal stories of religious rejection and to 
fi nd support in their search for a more-wel-
coming Christian experience.

“Our sincere hope is that they’ll fi nd this 
church called the United Church of Christ 
that cares,” Buford says.

In addition to television spots, the UCC 
is also purchasing internet ads and blogads, 
as a way to boost the church’s overall expo-
sure during the three-week run.

The Rev. John H. Thomas, UCC Gen-
eral Minister and President, says that if 
“bouncer” reminded us that God doesn’t 
need gatekeepers, then “ejector seat” re-
minds us that grace may come in the guise 
of the stranger, even someone who makes us 
uncomfortable.

Harkening back to the UCC’s contro-
versial ad debut 18 months, when CBS and 
NBC refused to run the ad, Thomas says 
Jesus’ extravagant welcome in the Gospels 
raised eyebrows and stirred controversy. 

“This ad conveys through the laughter 
a similar message,” Thomas says, “Why 
shouldn’t we expect similar controversy? 

Buford says “the new ad enables the 
message to be funny but still impactful.”

Adds Thomas, “No one will look at a 
church pew again in the same way!”

MORE@
<stillspeaking.com/campaign>

<news.ucc.org>
Read about it online
Dozens of breaking news stories are 
available around the clock at <news.
ucc.org>. Here’s just a small sample 
of what you’ll fi nd there:

DEEPER CUTS IN STAFFING, PROGRAMS LOOM LARGE

OCWM woes continue; national basic 
support down $500,000 for 2005

Newest UCC TV ad to air in time for Easter

SPRINGING LOOSE ‘THE EJECTOR’

Framed in humor, alienation is the theme of the UCC’s latest television commercial, which begins airing 
nationally April 3.

The issue is not anyone’s actual 

intention to eject people. The issue 

is whether or not newcomers feel 

rejected.” 

— Ron Buford

  As many as 5,000 women from the UCC and Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) will gather in Indianapolis, June 21-25.

 The U.S. Conference for the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
issued a statement on Feb. 18 confessing that they did not do 
enough to preempt the war with Iraq.

  In a hard-hitting March 7 lecture at Gettysbury College in Penn-
sylvanie, the Rev. John H. Thomas, UCC General Minister and 
President, speaks about “red state – blue state religion.”

  In late April, the boards of directors of the UCC’s four Cov-
enanted Ministries will gather jointly in Hartford, Conn. Topping their 
agendas will be diffi cult, even painful decisions about budget cuts.



LETTERS

I was amazed that a man in his 

early 80s who had given his life 

to ministry in the South, had the 

vision and humility to say what 

the UCC is saying today.”

’GIVE YO’ MOMMA A COMMA,’

During ad run, you’re asked to join the red comma revolution 

It’s a call to the piety part of 

our history that says, ‘You’ve 

got to be in a relationship with 

this God, and you’ve got to be 

prepared to talk about it.’”

 — Ron Buford
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J. Bennett Guess

Editor

NEVER 
OURSELVES 

ALONE

For years, as a vis-
ible sign of his 
Christian faith, the 

Rev. Andy C. Burr, pastor 
of United Parish (UCC/
United Methodist) of 
Lunenburg, Mass., has 
been wearing a cross 
around his neck, but no 
one ever asks him what it 
means. They assume they 
know.

But, a couple years 
ago, when Burr started 
wearing a red comma 
lapel pin — an increas-
ingly visible symbol of 
the UCC’s Stillspeaking 

Initiative — he found himself speaking about his 
faith in ways and in places he’d never expected. 
People started asking the meaning behind that red 
comma, and Burr — just like other UCC members 
have discovered — found himself talking to oth-
ers about the UCC in the grocery store, at the post 
offi ce, even on airplanes.

Ron Buford, coordinator of the church’s 
identity campaign, often shares Burr’s story 
with others, because Buford thinks the little red 

comma is asking something of UCC members 
that they’ve not been asked to do or prepared to 
do for generations — talking with others about 
their faith.

Biblically speaking, it was St. Peter who 
fi rst instructed us “to always be prepared to give 
an account for the hope that is within you.” But 
Buford thinks we’ve largely forgotten the need 
for such preparation. Thankfully, he says, those 
little red comma pins now provide us opportuni-
ties to redeem ourselves.

“People have actually accused us of tricking 
UCC people into talking about their faith jour-
neys,” he jokes.

That’s why, as part of the launch of the UCC’s 
newest commercial on April 3 (see story on page 
2), Buford is asking all UCC members to don a 
red lapel pin during the duration of the ad run. 
It’s a campaign he’s calling, “Give yo’ momma 
a comma,” a phrase that plays on Buford’s hope 
that, before Easter (April 16), church-wide fund 
raising will enable the newest ad to run through 
Mother’s Day (May 14).

Buford says the pins invite members’ active 
participation in the campaign. 

“It’s a call to the piety part of our history 
that says, ‘You’ve got to be in a relationship 
with this God, and you’ve got to be prepared to 

talk about it,’” he says.
The metal pins sell for $4 a piece. But they’re  

being offered in bulk at a steep discount until April 
30. Your church can order 100 pins for just $150, 
Buford says, by calling United Church of Christ 
Resources at 800/537-3394.

So what does Buford say when someone 
inquires about the meaning behind his comma 
pin?

 “So much about religion and the church 
has become identifi ed with clinging to the past. 
My church believes that God is still speaking to us 
today.”

 “It’s a symbol of my church that teaches 
we should never place a period where God has 
placed a comma. God’s not stuck. God has a lot 
more light and truth to reveal to us.”

 “It means that no matter how bad things 
may get in my life or in the world, I can remember 
that God is still in the midst of it.”

In the coming weeks, remember: those 30-
second TV spots may get people’s attention. But, 
just like always, it’s up to the 1.3-million, comma-
wearing UCC members to extend the personal 
invitation.

LEARN MORE@
<stillspeaking.com>

Gimme that ‘good news’ religion
Thank you very much for the refreshing ar-

ticle, “Would Jesus do standup?” [Feb.-March]. 
Ours is a “good news” religion, and we need to 
communicate this much more freely than we do.

The article is a step toward fi nding a balance 
between the solemnity and woe-saying, as well 
as the frivolity, that is present in our churches 
today.

Wallace J. Huston

Northampton, Mass.

Some humor ‘degrades, belittles’
In light of the Mohammed cartoon contro-

versy, the timing of your article, “Would Jesus 
do standup?” couldn’t have been worse — or 
perhaps better. Topical humor aimed at reli-
gious practices or groups is something that can 
make different people laugh with delight or cry 
out in pain depending on their respective points 
of view. It’s therefore something that should be 
used with great discretion, if at all.  

The accompanying cartoon strip skewer-
ing the religious right — “The Religious Right 
attacks low-carb diet for being ‘anti-Jesus’” 
— is a good example of practicing the very 
type of humor the article condemns, namely 
humor that degrades and belittles. That’s not 
very funny when you think about it.  

John Ballantyne

Avon, Conn.

Wanted: Funnier church journalists
I just read your article on humor in faith, 

“Would Jesus Do Standup?” I have said for 
years that the biggest problem the UCC has is 
that it has no sense of humor. I have personally 

represented up to 83 percent of the total humor 
output of my Association. And you have now 
managed to write an article on humor without 
one joke in it, except for the one you quoted by 
F. Christian Anderson (Hans’ brother?), which 
was a pretty good one. I liked the cartoon, also.  

Lighten up! Don’t confuse joyfulness with 
humor, either. You need to hire some funny peo-
ple over there.  

 The Rev. Stephen Carnahan

The Open House, UCC

Portland, Maine

Just what the South needs
[Re: “Could a new ‘southern strategy’ 

serve to unite, excite us?” Feb.-March] As 
minister of the Congregational Church in De-
morest, Ga., in 1951, I conducted the funeral of 
a parishioner in a family with northern roots. 
Northerners were common in that cosmopoli-
tan small town. Her brother, a retired Method-
ist District Superintendent, said to me after the 
service: “Young man, you Congregationalists 
have what the South needs: freedom like the 
Baptists and good theology like the Method-
ists.”

I was amazed that a man in his early 80s 
who had given his life to ministry in the South, 
had the vision and humility to say what the 
UCC is saying today.

That humble man’s very existence in that 
small place half a century ago gives impetus to 
the fact that there are people waiting to be hear 
our message of freedom and liberty as a gift 
from the Christ who came to liberate us with 
good news.
     The Rev. Charles O. Erickson  

Kalamazoo, Mich.

Hungry for religious alternatives
Thanks for your article on the new “South-

ern Strategy.” I echo [Southeast Conference 
Minister] Tim Downs’ comments that we can 
shift this around. 

The church where I am pastor has been 

part of The Stillspeaking Initiative since Oc-
tober 2004. While we have not offi cially voted 
to be Open and Affi rming, we have tried to live 
that out through an extravagant welcome of all 
people. 

With a Stillspeaking banner in front of our 
church, our congregation that averaged 65 in 
worship this past year has attracted more than 
60 fi rst-time worshipers since July 2005. 

I do believe people are hungry for an au-
thentic Christian alternative to religious funda-
mentalism. Those who are not yet hungry will 
be in time, and they will be fi lled.

 The Rev. J. Nathan King

Trinity UCC, Concord, N.C.

‘Silence the harsh tongues’
It is disheartening, as the UCC limps to-

ward its 50th birthday, to see our founding 
principles so widely and blatantly ignored, not 
least in United Church News.

The “southern strategy” editorial back-
hands Christians of “narrower perspectives” 
than the offi cial party line. Letter writers com-
pare their fellow UCCers to racists. And all the 
while, buried in the fi ne print, is an ignored 
reminder from James E. Wagner that no “‘way 
of life’ could be or should be imposed upon the 
United Church of Christ.” [Spirituality page, 
Feb.-March] 

What we should be striving for, and hop-
ing to celebrate at General Synod in 2007, is a 
recommitment to the Preamble’s proclamation 
of the UCC’s mission: “to express more fully 
the oneness in Christ of the churches compos-
ing it, to make more effective their common 
witness in Him.”

The Rev. Steven E. Swope

Rancho Santa Margarita, Calif.

SEND LETTERS of fewer than 150 words to United 

Church News, 700 Prospect Ave., Cleve land, OH 44115; 

e-mail <guessb@ ucc.org>. Let ters may be ed it ed for 

brev i ty and clarity. 
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UCC SHINES AT ITS BEST
Setting aside disagreements for sake of mission

Shari Prestemon

COMMENTARY

Although we are often a church torn by painful 

divisions and passionate arguments, we are also a 

church with an incredible capacity to serve others 

and expand ministry.” 

In the weeks and months follow-
ing the devastation of Hurricane 
Katrina, prayer shawls arrived at 

Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, Miss., 
by the dozens. They were sent with 
loving notes of prayer and heartfelt 
concern, others hand delivered with 
strong hugs.  

Knit in every shade of God’s cre-
ation, they were given as symbols of 
God-with-us in those dismal days. But 
they came to mean even more than 
that to me. 

The shawls were tangible reminders of something too 
rarely appreciated in our beloved UCC. We are a church fam-
ily incredibly blessed by our relational covenants, woven to-
gether in a beautiful tapestry of love.

In the seven months since the brutal winds and waters of 
Hurricane Katrina overwhelmed us, we who have suffered 
through the storm have been bathed in that love.  

Scores of letters and e-mails have brought tears and joy. 
Literally hundreds of work teams have sent word that they are 
ready to step into the muck and dirty their hands, and many 
have already done just that.  

Precious dollars have been given generously, and just 
about everything one can imagine has been offered to aid in 
our recovery and revive our service. These gifts of grace have 
come from every part of the UCC — from individuals and 
congregations, Conferences and the national setting, from the 
UCC’s Council for Health and Human Service Ministries and 
even from global partners. All of it has been the most magnifi -
cent expression of our connectedness in Christ’s church that 
I have ever experienced, the deepest blessing in the midst of 
indescribable loss.

While the stark realities of pervasive poverty and endur-
ing racism in our nation have been important lessons uncov-
ered by Hurricane Katrina, for me the most signifi cant story of 

Katrina is the church’s story — our story in the UCC.  
Although we are often a church torn by painful divisions 

and passionate arguments, we are also a church with an in-
credible capacity to serve others and expand ministry. 

When we unite in purpose and in mission, setting aside 
our disagreements for the sake of the most vulnerable among 
us, we are a marvelous portrait of the people God calls us to 
be. When we are motivated by compassion and characterized 
by love, we are most authentically the church. And when our 
intent is to heal and our response fl ows freely and generously, 
Christ’s astonishing presence is made most abundantly real.

I will not soon forget the incredible beauty and strength 
of the UCC revealed so clearly in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina. It remains a constant source of amazement and joy, 
transforming tragedy to hope.

My sincere prayer is that others too may have caught this 
glorious glimpse of the Church united in service and in prayer, 
and having seen it, will pause to celebrate it and labor to sus-
tain it. May it be so!

The Rev. Shari Prestemon is executive director of the UCC’s Back Bay Mission 

in Biloxi, Miss., where six of the mission’s seven buildings were destroyed by 

Hurricane Katrina. 

LEARN MORE@
<backbaymission.org>

Editor’s note:  The Rev. Michael Kinnamon 

— highly regarded as a gifted teacher, preacher, 

ecumenist and global church leader — was asked 

by the UCC’s Stillspeaking Initiative to offer re-

fl ections on why someone might consider joining 

the UCC. Here are his 10 reasons.

Because, in an era when com-
munities so often define 
themselves by whom they 

exclude, this community joyfully 
claims an identity as those who wel-
come the excluded, even as Christ 

had welcomed us.
Because, in an age of growing fundamentalism, this 

community joyfully seeks to be a “People of the Book” who, 
at the same time, feel no need to protect the Bible from the 
modern world.

Because, in a society where beating the competition is 
regarded as the highest value, this community joyfully trea-
sures the gifts that God has given to other parts of Christ’s 
one body, and to neighbors of other faiths.

Because, instead of focusing only on personal blessed-
ness in another world, this community joyfully focuses on 
the power of God to make this world other, a place of shalom 
for all God’s children.

Because, in a culture dominated by images of self-ful-
fillment, this community joyfully celebrates that its mem-
bers live no longer for themselves but for Christ and, thus, 
for their neighbors, each of whom bears sacred image of the 
Creator.

Because, resisting the extremes of hierarchical power 

and do-your-own-thing individualism, this community joy-
fully attempts to live by covenant of mutual accountability, 
grounded in God’s covenant with us.

Because, in an age of horrifying violence, this commu-
nity hears the call of the Holy Spirit to be just peacemakers, 
even when this is a costly thing to be.

Because, while it resists bumper-sticker religion, this 
community joyfully insists on thinking globally and acting 
locally.

Because, at its best, this community is marked by bold 
humility, precisely because it joyfully confesses that God is 
God and we aren’t.

Because, in a culture that is willing to speak of God so 
long as God is kept safely contained in past traditions, this 
community joyfully proclaims that the living God is still 
speaking, and that is very good news.

Kinnamon, an ordained minister in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

is the Allen and Dottie Miller Professor of Mission and Peace at UCC-related 

Eden Theological Seminary in St. Louis.  

In the UCC, we like to operate under this 
illusion that we’re independent and we like 
it that way … but then there’s this covenant 
part. That bond is really the best part of who 
we are in this church.”

— The Rev. Shari Prestemon of the UCC’s Back Bay Mis-

sion in Biloxi, Miss., which was ravaged by Hurricane Ka-

trina, speaking at the annual meeting of the UCC’s Council for 

Health and Human Services Ministries in Albuquerque, N.M., 

on March 4.  (See her related column on this page.)

The disciples became part of the delivery 
system for the very bread of life, and so are 
we!”

— The Rev. Cally Rogers-Witte, executive minister of Wider 

Church Ministries, in a loaves-and-fi shes sermon titled 

“Gather up the Fragments” at First Congregational UCC 

in Albuquerque, N.M. The UCC’s Council for Health and 

Human Service Ministries commissioned seven graduates of 

its Faith-Based Leadership Institute on March 4 as diakonal 

ministers, serving in UCC-related institutions. (See page 19.)

The UCC has done so many beautiful things 
for progressive Christianity. It grieves me 
that this would be the defi ning issue of 
whether someone either stays in or out.”

— The Rev. Kim Henning, pastor of Grace Congregational 

UCC in Two Rivers, Wis., speaking to The Herald Times in 

Sheboygan, Wis., about why marriage equality should not 

become a divisive issue for his congregation or the UCC. 

(March 5)

Read Reinhold Niebuhr.”

— Columnist David Brooks of The New York Times (March 

2) giving suggestions to Harvard-bound freshman. Niebuhr, 

the legendary UCC theologian, topped Brooks’ list of eight 

suggestions, along with taking a class in statistics, spending a 

year abroad and occasionally forgetting about your career.

WHY CHECK OUT THE UCC?
‘It joyfully confesses that God is God, and we aren’t’

Michael Kinnamon

COMMENTARY

Instead of focusing only on personal blessedness 

in another world, this community joyfully focuses 

on the power of God to make this world other, a 

place of shalom for all God’s children.”

THE RAW NUMBERS, PLEASE
Churches’ contributions to Our 
Church’s Wider Mission Basic 
Support in 2005: $30,261,306
Total retained by UCC’s 39 
Conferences: $20,221,157 (67%)
Total remitted by Conferences 
to UCC’s national/international 
ministries: $10,040,149 (33%)

Jumping another one-half percent in 2005, the Conferences’ reten-
tion rates have practically fl ip-fl opped from where they stood when the 
UCC was created in 1957. At that time, national/international ministries 
received about two-thirds of mission-directed offerings.
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‘DON’T BE A STRANGER’
On Sundays, set ‘leaking toilet’ talk aside, attend to business of newcomers

Lillian Daniel

COMMENTARY

As followers of Jesus, we all need an occasional 

reminder that the stranger is the most important 

person in church.”

A TOMB WITH A VIEW 
Beyond unspeakable mysteries, Easter remains the promise of new life

Susan Steinberg

COMMENTARY

Consider these questions that Jesus asked those who would 
follow him. As a form of prayer, ponder how would you 
answer today?

— Why are you so afraid?
 (Read Mark 4:35-41)

— Why do you weep?
 (Read Mark 5:35-43)

— How many loaves do you have?
 (Read Mark 6:30-46)

— Who do you say that I am?
 (Read Mark 8:27-38)

— What do you want me to do for you?
 (Read Mark 10:32-45)

— Who are you looking for?
 (Read John 20:1-18)

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
by doing that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it.” 

— Hebrews 13:2

GOOD TIDINGS

Prepared by the UCC’s worship and education ministry, 
“Worship Ways” is a periodic compilation of creative worship 
resources mailed to each UCC congregation and published 
online at <ucc.org/worship/ways>.  The web-based archives 
includes several creative liturgies for Holy Week and Easter, 
including:

 Palm/Passion Sunday: a dramatic reading

 Palm/Passion Sunday: ideas for worship planners

 Holy Week: Tenebrae Service

 Ideas for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday

 Easter Vigil: Enlivening the Easter Vigil

 Easter Vigil: Easter Proclamation

 Easter Sunrise Service

 Easter Litany: Jesus is the Lamb

WORSHIP WAYS

ROADWORK

This Lent, our church is focusing 
on welcoming the newcomer. 
A television ad will come out 

soon, and some of us have signs up 
around our church to indicate that we 
are a part of that welcoming movement. 
Perhaps people will see the ad, connect 
it to our churches, and venture in on a 
Sunday in Lent. Are we ready?

Are we ready to greet the stranger 
with the same love and attention that 
Jesus did? That’s a very high standard. 
But one common theme in the Jesus sto-

ries is the time and care he gave to total strangers. Imagine how 
the gospel would have changed if our savior had been cliquish 
or only interested in his own kind. What if Jesus had been more 
interested in popularity? He might have avoided crucifi xion, but 
there also would be no church 2,000 years later.

The very fact that Jesus ate, socialized and worshipped 
with strangers both angered people and challenged them. By 
watching Jesus reach out to the stranger, we remember that God 
reaches out to every one of us. A Christ-like welcome trumps 
conventional cliquishness. Thank God. 

So what would that look like in our churches on any given 
Sunday? Well, we’d spend more time speaking to people we 
don’t already know. We’d be on the look out during the passing 
of the peace for people who might be standing alone while oth-
ers around them are talking and greeting one another warmly. 
We’d allow time when dropping off our own children at Sunday 
school, to see if another parent needs help or directions. We’d 
make sure that a social conversation with a friend does not pre-
vent us from making a new connection with someone who might 

be standing alone at coffee hour. 
And here’s a radical notion for hard-working church people: 

We’d stop doing any internal church business on Sundays, and 

instead ask all lay leaders to focus on the needs of the newcomer 
instead. Conversations about leaking toilets, teacher recruitment 
and by laws revisions would have to be set aside for the Sabbath, 
so that before and after worship, our full attention could be given 
to seeking out the stranger. Keeping our Sunday attention off of 
ourselves and our own community might even help us during 
worship, when we could focus entirely on God. 

In Hebrews 13:2, the early church was reminded, “Do not 
neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some 
have entertained angels without knowing it. “ 

As followers of Jesus, we all need an occasional reminder 
that the stranger is the most important person in church. After 
all, every church member was once a stranger who decided to 
stay.  

So don’t be a stranger. Be an angel. 

The Rev. Lillian Daniel is the senior minister of the First Congrega-

tional UCC of Glen Ellyn, Ill., and the author of “Tell It Like It Is: 

Reclaiming the Practice of Testimony” (Alban Institute).

Last Eastertide, fi ve baby Carolina 
wrens took their fi rst fl ights off 
the top of the cardboard tomb we 

made at church. Let me explain. 
It started as a creative idea for our 

Easter Festival: we would make an emp-
ty tomb for the kids to walk in and out 
of, so they could see for themselves that 
Jesus is not there.  We didn’t have much 
to go on; none of us had ever made a 
tomb before. We did have one experi-
enced artist and a lot of enthusiasm, as 
well as a small model tomb we used 

during our Lenten program. The big tomb, we thought, would be 
a replica of the little one.

Our materials were simple: cardboard, brown contract paper, 
spray paint and lots and lots of masking tape. We cut three big 
boxes — originally used to deliver three-drawer fi ling cabinets 
to house the church’s archives — into a tomb-like shape, and 
corralled the youth groups into scrunching up brown paper and 
taping it all over, to give the tomb a more textured look. 

Then we spray painted the paper with a speckled gray and 
brown rocky color, put a cardboard slab inside with a white linen 
cloth draped over it, made a few rocks to go around the outside, 
arranged some plastic ivy on top and rolled the “stone” away 
from the opening. By the grace of God our fi nal product bore a 
remarkable resemblance to the real thing.

The tomb was a big hit at the Easter Festival, so much so that 
we decided to put it out front on Easter morning. People gathered 
around it all morning long; they stood silently around it, peeked 
into it, took pictures of it. They even took comfort in it: one man 
who had just been through a major loss said that seeing the empty 
tomb as he came down the path to the church was the best part 
of his Easter.

After Easter, however, came a question: where are we going 
to store this thing?  Lacking any suffi cient answer, we simply let 
the question go and placed the tomb up against an outer wall. 

Weeks went by and I fi nally decided that next year another 
youth group might enjoy making a new tomb; in other words, I 

decided the time had come to bury the tomb.  So, on the day be-
fore Ascension Thursday, our youth director brought in his saw 
and we were all set to begin.

But when I went to move the tomb, a strange thing happened: 
a bird rustled and fl ew right past my head. I looked closer, and 
— lo and behold — I spotted a nest, with fi ve brown-speckled 
eggs looking right back at me. 

The tomb had taken on a life of its own, and I realized the 
Spirit was telling me to let go of my plan for demolition and play 
my part by respecting the unfolding drama before me. We moved 
the tomb — nest, eggs and all — back against the wall and de-
cided to stop interfering.

The next day, the Ascension reading took on a whole new 
meaning for me: there is no point in “looking toward heaven” 
(Acts 1:11) when God calls us to pay attention to life on earth.

As luck or providence would have it, our fi rst-ever “Blessing 
of the Animals” was scheduled for the last Sunday of Eastertide. 
Completely without intention, we had a ready-made backdrop. 
With the tomb behind us, we sang “All Things Bright and Beauti-
ful,” read the story of Creation and then blessed those eggs fi rst 
(among the 42 other animals, from a duckling to a standard poo-
dle), saying: “Blessed be God who loves each living thing; may 
God bless these baby birds.”

Two days later, I stopped by the tomb, and panicked. The 
eggs were gone. Then I listened, and I heard one of the most sa-
cred cadences in all of God’s earthly wonders: the fi rst chirps of 
a newly-hatched Carolina Wren.

There are, of course, rational explanations for all of this, and 
there are also more lovely creatures than Carolina Wrens. As an 
ornithologist friend put it, baby wrens “are a bit of a disappoint-
ment if one is expecting the resurrected Christ.” True enough.  

Even so, these little creatures have reminded me in stunning 
terms that all of our Christian Education projects and programs 
are held in a larger story of faith whose meaning is usually di-
minished by words and whose promise of new life can awe us 
at every turn.

The Rev. Susan Steinberg is director of children’s ministries at United Church 

of Chapel Hill in North Carolina.

Jesus said to Mary Magdalene, ‘Woman, why are you 
weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him 
to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and 
I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She 
turned and said to him “Rabbi!” … Mary Magdalene 
went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the 
Lord!’”

 — John 20:15-16,18a
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By J. Bennett Guess

Editor

“We want the initials A2A [accessible to 
all] right up there alongside ONA [open and 
affi rming] and M&M [multiracial, multicul-
tural],” the Rev. Grant F. Sontag of Mountain 
View, Calif., wrote to United Church News last 
year. “Our presence, our witness and our min-
istry are essential to the life of the whole UCC 
and not just a part of it.”

To the detriment of the church’s self-pro-
claimed “extravagant welcome,” argues Son-
tag and others, the UCC has not given enough 
energy to accessibility issues. But the solution, 
they insist, is not competition with other justice 
movements, but a multi-pronged emphasis on 
inclusive evangelism.

“We treasure the church’s up-front ap-
proach on major social issues,” says the Rev. 
David Denham, pastor of Bethel UCC in Ar-
lington, Va., and UCC Disabilities Ministries 
consultant, “but the time has come for the 
church to lead on this issue, just as it has on 
many other key issues throughout our history.

“My greatest frustration is that we do not 
give parallel attention to A2A as we do M&M 
and ONA,” Denham says. “The disability issue 
crosses all races, cultures and sexual orienta-
tions. Disability is not a separate issue. It is wo-
ven into the fabric of our humanity. I feel and 
observe that we miss these things as a church.”

Since General Synod, Denham says, the 
UCC Disability Ministry (UCCDM) has been 
meeting with UCC leaders “to develop a strat-
egy to alter the course on this issue.”

The approved General Synod resolution, 
“Called to wholeness in Christ: Becoming a 
church accessible to all,” submitted by the 
Minnesota Conference, calls on UCC Confer-
ences, Associations, congregations, seminaries, 
campus ministries and colleges, camps, cov-
enanted ministries and all other UCC organiza-
tions “to become accessible to all; to embody 
a philosophy of inclusion and interdependence; 

and to support and implement the provisions of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 
1990.

The resolution reaffi rms and strengthens a 
1995 statement that had earlier called the UCC 
to embrace the “spirit” of the ADA.

Ministry ‘with,’ not ‘to’
The Rev. Jo Clare Hartsig of Wayzata, 

Minn., who took a lead role in writing and edit-
ing UCCDM’s congregational resource, “Any 
Body, Everybody, Christ’s Body” — published 
last year — says the church’s mindset, above 
all, is what needs attention. 

It’s not ministry “to” persons with disabili-
ties, she says, but ministry “with” and “by” per-
sons with different types of abilities. Her teach-
ing mantra? “Never about me without me.”

“I guess the fi rst thing to consider is, ‘Who 
do we become when we become accessible to 
all?’ says Hartsig. “We become more inclusive, 
more like Martin Luther King’s ‘beloved com-
munity.’

“The reality of disability is that it fi lls a 
spectrum,” she says, “from people who have 
signifi cant kinds of impairments, those with 
purely physical disabilities, those with learning 
disabilities, those with brain disorders to those 
with hidden — not immediately visible — dis-
abilities, those with disabilities from birth, 
those with disabilities from trauma or illness, 
to those with the diminishments of capacities 
as part of aging.

“At some point or another, especially if we 
live long enough, most members of the UCC 
will acquire some kind of disability,” Hartsig 
emphasizes.

The Rev. Dearthrice DeWitt, a UCC dis-
abilities ministries advocate, agrees. “It is im-
portant for a minister to understand the differ-
ence between ministry to, ministry for, ministry 
with and ministry by people with disabilities.”

Dewitt, who is African American, says his 
passion for disabilities ministries stems from 
several circumstances, but especially a life-

1. AWARENESS. Recognition by some congregation 
members or the ordained religious leadership that certain bar-
riers were preventing children or adults with physical, sensory, 
psychiatric or intellectual disabilities from accessing a full life 
of faith (including worship, study, service and leadership). 

Not started  Getting started 
Well on our way  We’re there

 
2. ADVOCACY. (Internal) Growing advocacy within the 
congregation to welcome people with disabilities as full partici-
pants and to remove barriers (architecture, communications 
and attitudes) to this participation. 

Not started  Getting started 
Well on our way  We’re there

3. DISCUSSIONS. Concerns raised regarding ability 
of the congregation to meet the challenges (e.g., Are there 

enough people with this need to justify the expense? Will 
people with disabilities feel comfortable in joining us once barri-
ers have been removed?) and then solutions identifi ed--ideally 
with input from people with disabilities and other experts.

Not started  Getting started 
Well on our way  We’re there

4. PLANS. Invitation of people with disabilities to join the 
congregation as full members (including participation in rites 
of passage and initiation), action plans devised to achieve 
barrier-removing goals, and formal commitment made to 
welcome people with disabilities.

Not started  Getting started 
Well on our way  We’re there

5. ACCOMMODATIONS. Accommodations made to 
improve the participation of people with disabilities (e.g. large 

print bulletins, trained ushers, accessible parking spaces, 
ramps and pew cuts, improved lighting and sound systems, 
appropriate religious education for children with disabilities).

Not started  Getting started 
Well on our way  We’re there

6. WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT. Appreciation 
expressed for the changes being made and friendships ex-
tended to people with disabilities and their family members 
by increasing numbers within the congregation.

Not started  Getting started 
Well on our way  We’re there

7. HURDLES. Identifi cation of architectural (e.g., elevator, 
accessible restroom, ramp to the altar, chancel or bimah), 
communications (e.g., sign language interpreter or alterna-
tive formats for materials), transportation (e.g., wheelchair 

Does your church’s ‘extravagant welcome’ include ‘accessible to all’?

TAKE THE 
ACCESSIBILITY 

TEST
Is your church taking steps to 

become accessible to all? Critique 
your congregation’s progress.

S
omewhere in the post-General Synod clamor about “marriage 
equality” and “economic leverage,” a few frustrated voices won-
dered aloud how their equally weighty resolution on disability min-
istries could win delegates’ overwhelming approval but miss the 
wider church’s spotlight.

Ministry with and among those with physical, mental and devel-
opmental disabilities needs more than mere lip service, they say. 
Real work is needed across the church.

changing friendship with a seminary classmate 
with cerebral palsy.

“We learned a lot from each other about 
disability and race,” DeWitt says. “There was 
always humor between us as well.

“I’ll never forget the time a relative visited 
me and made an ignorant comment about my 
friend,” DeWitt remembers. “I was embar-
rassed, but did not excuse them. I acknowl-
edged how ignorant the comment — and per-
son — was. Now [my friend] and I can laugh 
about it.”

DeWitt says the place for individuals and 
churches to start is with the celebration of 
“somebodiness,” as he calls it, borrowing a 
term from his Black Church experience — “a 
somebodiness that is as gifted to serve them-

selves, me, the church and God as any of us 
who are temporarily able-bodied.”

The Rev. Joan C. Jones, a chaplain at UCC-
related Emmaus Homes in Missouri, the re-
gion’s largest provider of assisted-living hous-
ing for adults with developmental disabilities, 
says there are plenty of resources available to 
help churches, if only they’d ask. The UCC’s 
Council for Health and Human Services has 77 
member institutions that offer a range of ser-
vices.

“Invite us in, and let us help give some 
ideas about how churches can be welcoming,” 
she says.

Jones, along with fellow chaplain the Rev. 
Christy May, offers weekly worship, Bible 
study and spiritual care at Emmaus’ seven cam-

Randy Varcho photo
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It is important for a minister to understand the difference between 

ministry to, ministry for, ministry with and ministry by people with 

disabilities.”  

    — The Rev. Dearthrice DeWitt

MORE THAN A RAMP UP
Practical tips for improving your church’s accessibility

Adapted suggestions from “Any Body, Everybody, Christ’s Body,” a congregational resource created by the UCC 

Disability Ministries. Order by calling United Church of Christ Resources at 800/537.3394.

 LEARN MORE@
<uccdisabilitiesministries.org> 

puses across southeastern Missouri. They’ve 
developed a “spiritual life inventory” that helps 
them assess how Emmaus’ ministry — and oth-
er ministries — can benefi t from the gifts and 
graces of residents.

“We have the tool to interview individuals 
and more deeply discover what matters to them 
spiritually,” Jones says.

Similarly, Jones suggests that churches fi nd 
specifi c ministries that persons with disabilities 
might be interested in pursuing.

“They are not to be pitied,” Jones insists. 
“They have lives with lots of potential. I learn 
everyday something new as long as I am will-
ing to listen and not think that I have to teach 
or instruct.”

Jones recalls one resident who, early on, 
seemed to be regularly acting out by taking 
others’ bulletins during worship. Soon, Jones 
realized the Emmaus resident actually wanted 
to be a greeter and distribute bulletins.

“To this day, she hands them out and col-
lects them when we’re done,” Jones says. “She 
feels part of things, and we periodically recog-
nize and affi rm her.”

A commitment, not a ‘check list’
The Rev. Peg Slater, the UCC’s minister 

for diversity and inclusion, believes no one is 
“opposed” to the UCC’s A2A commitment, but 
some in the church do not know where to be-
gin.

“It seems quite overwhelming to some peo-
ple when I speak with them,” Slater says. “Oth-
ers just want resources — a check list — but do 
not want to go too deep into the issue.

“Getting the church to understand that peo-
ple with disabilities are just people is a primary 
step in becoming accessible to all,” Slater says. 
“Many people are uncomfortable or afraid of 
persons with disabilities. Disability seems ‘out 
of control.’ People are afraid it is ‘catchy,’ peo-
ple want to know what ‘went wrong’ or who is 
‘at fault’ in the case of disability. Others don’t 
want to ‘hurt’ disabled persons more than they 
are already ‘hurt’ or ‘broken.’ In many of our 
congregations there is a fear that people with 
disabilities will take ‘too much of our time.’”

And then there’s the practical concern 
about which changes a church should try to 
implement fi rst.

“There is huge spectrum of disability in 
our midst,” Slater says. “Trying to do the right 
thing is also overwhelming.”

Hartsig observes that many evangelical 
churches are ahead of mainline churches when 
it comes to effective disabilities ministries.

“I am part of a large, interfaith inclusion 
group here in the Twin Cities,” Hartsig says. “I 
have been so deeply impressed with the array 
and complexity of disability ministry offerings 
in the large, evangelical congregations around 
town. One church hosts support groups for 
families, one-on-one peer helpers for Sunday 
School children with disabilities, respite care, 
lectures, support in school settings, fi nancial 
help, special needs consultation, special camp 
sessions, hospitality space for disability ad-
vocacy groups, social events. … Contrast this 
with our local council of churches — my people 
— which has very little to say about disability 
ministries, and they’ve been asked.”

The Rev. Priscilla Bizer, vice president for 
development at Emmaus Homes, says many 
churches forget that public policy advocacy 
is crucial step that churches can take. Govern-
ment cuts to Medicaid and Medicare dramati-
cally impact residents at UCC facilities, as well 
as others with disabilities, she says.

Likewise, Jones says advocacy is often 
overlooked by churches as ministry.

“We need to engage congregations to do 
more advocacy,” Jones says. “This is the most 
vulnerable population, along with children. It’s 
crucial.”

Changed lives
Before coming to Emmaus eight years 

ago, Jones was pastor of a rather-proper UCC 
church in Pennsylvania. But, now, in a ministry 
that serves persons with development disabili-
ties, Jones has learned to appreciate the disrup-
tions can occur in church, especially one that’s 
accessible to all. And that’s okay. 

“I was very particular about the liturgy, and 
then I came here and that all came undone,” she 
says. “I had to learn to accept that. I had to ac-
cept that disruption will be a fact, even though 
you can redirect it.”

“You can either be spontaneous about it 
and have a sense of humor about it, or let it get 
it you,” she says. “That’s not to say it has to be 

accessible van), fi nancial, or other barriers and ways found 
to move forward in spite of them.

Not started  Getting started 
Well on our way  We’re there

8. INCLUSION. Increased participation of people with 
disabilities in worship, study, service and leadership, as well 
as increased comfort levels of members with a more diverse 
congregation.

Not started  Getting started 
Well on our way  We’re there

9. OUTREACH. (Local) Options explored and action 
plans formulated for partnership opportunities with local 
agencies and organizations serving people with disabilities.

Not started  Getting started 
Well on our way  We’re there

10. LEADERSHIP. Recruitment of lay members with 
disabilities for leadership roles within the congregation and 
a willingness demonstrated to accept and accommodate an 
ordained leader with disability.

Not started  Getting started 
Well on our way  We’re there

11. NEW CONSCIOUSNESS. Resistant barriers 
of attitude within the congregation toward people with dis-
abilities addressed (e.g., through adult education forums, 
consciousness raising by the leadership of the congregation 
and one-on-one friendships).

Not started  Getting started 
Well on our way  We’re there

12. TRANSFORMATION. Ongoing transformation of 
the congregation (through enriched opportunities, responsi-

bilities, and friendships) into a place where children and adults 
with disabilities are welcomed, fully included and treated with 
respect.

Not started  Getting started 
Well on our way  We’re there

13. ADVOCACY. (External)  An expanded advocacy role 
for congregation members regarding the needs and rights 
of persons with disabilities in the community-at-large.

Not started  Getting started 
Well on our way  We’re there

14. OUTREACH. Successful strategies, insights, and 
effective practices compiled and shared with other congrega-
tions and communities.

Not started  Getting started 
Well on our way  We’re there

15. SHARING THE STORY. The story of the trans-
formation of the congregation publicized through articles, 
presentations, and/or media events.

Not started  Getting started 
Well on our way  We’re there

SCORING: Invite several within your congregation to 
take this test, including persons with disabilities. Compare 
your individual assessments and group fi ndings, then set a 
course for action.

Source: National Organization on Disability’s Accessible 
Congregations Campaign

chaotic, but it can be a challenge.” 
“But I was called here, and I love it,” Jones 

says. “It has changed my life.”
Hartsig, who was “chosen” by the disability 

advocacy community in 1999 when her oldest 
son was diagnosed with autism, says she yearns 
for the day “when a set of stairs in any public 
facility, even a church, will be looked upon as 
a reminder of the dark days before Universal 
Design.”

During her 25-plus years as a justice advo-
cate, Hartsig has approached social change as a 
multi-issue campaign.

“What I appreciate so much about the UCC 

is our alphabet soup approach to our covenant-
ed community,” Hartig says. “We are seeking to 
be all these things — A2A, M&M, ONA — be-
cause they all matter, we all matter. I think we 
can help each other along and assure ourselves 
that we are providing the deepest kind of wel-
come and sense of belonging possible.”

Slater, who learned 12 years ago that she 
has Rheumatoid Arthritis, says her disability 
has taught her a lot about herself and others.  

“I have learned that community is built 
when I need help and when I give help,” Slater 
says. “I learned to swallow pride and develop 
pride in myself — as I am.”

 Stress the person, not the disability.

 Always speak directly to persons with a 
disability instead of talking only to their com-
panions.

 Don’t hesitate to ask a person if you can 
help. Then follow his or her instructions.

 Provide seating so family and friends can 
stay together, not separate. Shorten some 
pews so that persons in wheelchairs can sit 
with/among other worshipers.

 Do not move a wheelchair, cane or 
crutches out of reach of the person who uses 
them.

 If you must lift a wheelchair, follow per-
son’s instructions carefully. She or he knows 
what works best.

 Honor decisions. A person who uses a 
wheelchair may, at times, choose to walk. 

 When greeting a person with a hearing 
disability, never speak directly into the person’s 
ear. Speak clearly, slowly and normally. Provide 
audio aids, as necessary and requested. If 
necessary, communicate in writing.

 Resist the urge to complete words or sen-
tences for persons with a speech disability. 
Give your full, unhurried attention.

 When greeting a person with a visual dis-
ability, identify not only yourself but your role 
(usher, greeter, pastor, etc.). Offer a bulletin 
whether the person can read it or not. Make 
sure large-print bulletins and hymnals are 
available.

 Some persons with mental illness may 
be disruptive. Designate one or two church 
members willing to approach such a person 
quietly. Accompany them to a place where they 
can talk aloud.

 If some are uncomfortable assisting those 
with developmental disabilities, find those 
more inclined to help. Empower those who 
can explain the service, share a hymnal or be 
a companion at lunch or times of fellowship.

 In case of seizure, don’t attempt restraint or 
put objects in the person’s mouth. Move objects 
or furniture to prevent injury. After seizure, offer 
reassurance and a comfortable place to rest.

 Keep contact numbers posted by church 
telephones. A seizure could be a sign of 
epilepsy, stroke or a reaction to medication. 
Quickly fi nd a nurse, doctor or informed family 
member to attend to the person’s needs while 
emergency medical assistance is contacted. 

 To invite full participation, make accessible 
not only the major areas of the church facility, but 
also the choir loft, lectern/pulpit and chancel.

LEARN MORE@
<nod.org>
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UCC youth delegate Claudia 
De La Cruz, speaking during 
several decision-making ple-

nary sessions at the World Council of 
Churches’ ninth international assem-
bly in February in Porto Alegre, Bra-
zil, expressed concerns about a lack of 
youth representation.

On behalf of other young people 
attending the assembly and a pre-as-
sembly youth event, De La Cruz ex-
pressed frustration that the percentage 
of youth/young adult nominees to the 
WCC Central Committee stood at 15 
percent, rather than a stated 25 percent 
goal.

“Will the WCC offer leadership 
roles for youth?” she asked. “Young 
adults want to participate in changes 
if the WCC will allow that.”

As a result of De La Cruz’ com-
ments and those of other delegates, 
the assembly created a representative 
body of young people to facilitate 
communication and coordinate roles 
among young adults related to the 
WCC.

A statement prepared by youth 
delegates and stewards before the as-
sembly called for strengthening youth 
contributions to WCC programs, 
ecumenical formation and connecting 
member churches on youth concerns.

“We realize that representation of 
youth is not only the responsibility of 
the WCC, but also the responsibility 
for member churches to mentor youth 
and promote youth leadership,” said 
De La Cruz, a member of Iglesia San 
Romero De Las Americas UCC in 
Washington Heights, N.Y., and a stu-
dent a Union Theological Seminary.

Among about 700 youth or young 
adult participants — those age 30 or 
under — about 100 were delegates. 
Of about 45 UCC delegates, 15 were 
young adults.

‘We can’t be isolated’
Jeremy Hylen, a student at UCC-

related Chicago Theological Semi-
nary, likened the assembly to a UCC 
General Synod but with more focus 
on global issues.  

“I am impressed how churches 
with vast differences united around a 
few core issues for social justice and 
advocacy,” Hylen said. “As someone 
in ecumenical and interfaith work 
with youth, the assembly reassured 
me that I am not alone.”

Nicole Diroff, a member of Tab-
ernacle United Church in Philadel-
phia and a student at Philadelphia’s 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, ap-
preciated learning from some of more 
than 300 workshops, worship services, 
cultural events, exhibitions and semi-
nars — called mutirão in Portuguese. 

“I met several authors whose 
works I have read and I heard perspec-
tives I do not hear in Philadelphia,” 
Diroff said. “My experience there 
was a gift. I’m thankful the UCC has 
placed involvement with the WCC as 
a priority.”

The Rev. Petra Malleis-Sternberg, 
pastor of First Congregational UCC 
in San Bernardino, Calif., came 
to the assembly “to engage with the 
world about the future of the church, 
wondering if there is a future for the 
institution.”

In that setting, she found the 
church bigger than what she had 
known. She believes there is need to 
connect with people around the world 
to discover what they are doing as they 
love God and love their neighbors.

“We can’t be isolated islands. The 
body of Christ is not dismembered,” 
said Malleis-Sternberg, a graduate 
from UCC-related United Theologi-
cal Seminary of the Twin Cities and a 
pastor for fi ve years.

“I struggle with what it means to 
be a Christian voice in today’s context 
of secularism, capitalism and global-
ism,” she said. “Within my denomi-
nation, as in the WCC, there is great 
diversity of perspectives.

“I went hoping to hear how peo-
ple in other parts of the world are be-
ing Christian today.  In ecumenical 
conversations, I was surprised that in 

southern California, we are dealing 
with the same issues as South Afri-
cans, Latvians and Greeks,” she said. 

The Rev. Jane McBride of Falcon 
Heights UCC in St. Paul, Minn., at-
tended because her partner, Jennifer 
Nagel, was a delegate to the assembly.

“One day, I was in Bible study 
with a man from Bangladesh who said 
that if the temperature of the climate 
rises two degrees, Bangladesh will not 
exist any more,” McBride said. “I had 
heard about the interconnection of the 

world in the abstract in the past, but in 
Porto Alegre, I came face-to-face with 
the ways unjust policies and over-
consumption affect the lives of other 
people.”

McBride noted that it’s easy for 
her generation to feel disconnected 
from church, especially as an insti-
tution.  As she wrestles to help the 
church fi nd a way forward that has in-
tegrity and meaning, she said, “realiz-
ing that we are part of a global church 
gives perspective and hope.”

Delegate confronts WCC’s lack of youth involvement, corrective steps initiated

Mary Stamp photo

UCC youth delegate Claudia De La Cruz (center) speaks with others about the low percentage 
of youth representation on World Council of Churches Central Committee.
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Friendships have helped Polly 
Hamlen rise above disagree-
ments with Christians whose 

perspectives on ordination of women 
and same-sex marriage differ from 
hers.

During February’s World Coun-
cil of Churches ninth international 
assembly in Porto Alegre, Brazil, 
Hamlen established new friendships 
and engaged in dialogue with some 
of the 4,000 participants.

Back in 1998, as part of a delega-

tion from Spirit of the Lakes UCC 
in Minneapolis, Minn., Hamlen 
had attended the eighth assembly in 
Harare, Zimbabwe, to help lead a 
padare —workshop — on gays and 
lesbians. They went as a witness 
after Zimbabwe’s President Robert 
Mugabe made blatant anti-gay com-
ments before the assembly. That ex-
perience began her journey into an 
ecumenical commitment.

Now attending Hope Church 
(UCC/Disciples) in Jamaica Plain, 
Mass., she is on the UCC’s Massa-
chusetts Conference Commission 
for Ecumenism and is a member of 

the Jewish-Christian Dialogue of the 
Massachusetts Council of Churches.

At Harare, her encounters with 
Orthodox Christians raised her curios-
ity, especially their approach to wom-
en in ministry and homosexuality.

“I realized I knew little about 
Eastern Orthodox churches and other 
dialogue partners,” Hamlen said. “I 
came away committed to learning 
more. I particularly wanted to un-
derstand why some in Russia, Africa 
or even the United States might op-
pose the ordination for women and 
the inclusion of gays and lesbians my 
church experience assumed.”

UCC ecumenist: Christian friendships can trump theological, political differences
H a m l e n 

decided to con-
tinue pursuing 
that interest by 
spending 2002 
to 2003 com-
pleting a mas-
ter’s degree in 
ecumenism at 
the WCC’s Ec-
umenical Insti-
tute at Bossey, near Geneva, Switzer-
land, where she lived in community 
with two groups of about 35 people 
from 40 countries for three months 
with each. During that time, she es-
tablished interpersonal relationships 
that transcend disagreements.

“Often we think people who dis-
agree with us are not faithful or do 
not understand the Bible,” Hamlen 

said, “but when we know someone as 
a human being, stereotypes drop and 
conversations begin.”

An Orthodox priest she befriend-
ed at Bossey was open to listen to her 
perspectives and readily shared his 
concern that feminism is destroying 
Russian culture.

Because Bossey is a context for 
such sharing, Hamlen is convinced 
the UCC should send more people 
there for ecumenical conversations, 
to share the UCC’s prophetic stances 
on a consistent basis.

Now living near Boston, Ham-
len seeks ways for the church to be a 
force for reconciliation. 

“We need more than proclama-
tions. We need to hear stories and ac-
company people in their journeys,” 
she said.

Hamlen
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A
long one short stretch of 
highway in San Salvador, 
the capital of El Salvador, 
stand three huge, futuris-

tic-looking, upscale shopping malls. 
Here you can visit shops such as 
Guess, Tommy Hilfi ger and Liz Clai-
borne; view a BMW, a Volvo and a 
Jaguar on display; and watch a movie 
at the multi-screen cineplex.

For visitors to El Salvador, this 
represents the face of development. 
And CAFTA, the Central American 
Free Trade Agreement passed by the 
U.S. Congress and signed by Presi-
dent Bush last summer, is supposed 
to usher in a rising economy that will 
benefi t all Salvadorans.

“This is deceitful,” says Bishop 
Medardo E. Gomez of the Lutheran 
Synod of El Salvador. “Fascinating 
and deceitful.”

“This is a ‘sell out,’” says the Rev. 
Miguel Tomás Castro, Senior Pastor 
of Emmanuel Baptist Church in San 
Salvador. “Central American govern-
ments are selling our countries to the 
United States through CAFTA.”

Both of these churches are 
“partner churches” of the UCC and 
the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). Both are strongly opposed to 
CAFTA.

“By opening 
new markets,” Bush 
said last year, “we’ll 
increase prosperity 
for our small busi-
nesses and farmers 

and manufacturers, and create jobs 
for American workers. By enforcing 
trade laws and agreements, we will 
ensure a level playing fi eld for Amer-
ica’s workers.”

Promoted as tariff relief
CAFTA will affect the United 

States, fi ve Central American nations 
(Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Nicaragua), and the Do-
minican Republic. The U.S. govern-
ment promoted CAFTA in the United 
States with assurances that CAFTA 
would eliminate high Central Ameri-
can tariffs, thereby opening the re-
gion’s markets to U.S. goods, services 
and farm products. 

But in El Salvador, according to 
Angel Maria Ibarra, CAFTA was pro-
moted as a way for Central Americans 

to sell their goods “to the richest coun-
try in the world.”

Ibarra is President of UNES, a 
public policy advocacy group on en-

vironmental 
issues. He 
cites a TV ad 
that showed a 
woman sell-
ing pupusas, 
a Salvadoran 
tortilla staple, 
claiming that 
after CAFTA 
she will be 
able to sell 10 
times as many 
per day.

“The CAFTA promotion was a 
grand deception,” he says. “It was all 
lies.”

“CAFTA is deceptive like the dev-
il,” says Bishop Gomez. “It is deceitful 
with beautiful airports, beautiful high-
ways, beautiful malls and shopping 
centers. It looks like development, but 
it is not development because it still 
leaves the people in poverty.”

Gomez is known as a bishop of the 
people. In 1989, when the six Jesuit 
priests were assassinated, he was held 
captive by the death squads for three 
days before being released due to in-
ternational church pressure. Two years 
ago, during El Salvador’s presidential 
election, people threatened to put a 
bomb under his desk and kill him.

Last year, when the U.S. House 
of Representatives debated CAFTA, 
the bishop traveled to Washington and 
lobbied against it. “I told them that al-
though I’m not an expert on economic 
policy, I can see the effects on my peo-
ple,” he says. “The Republicans said 
they understood, that church members 
in their districts were writing them let-

ters. I went to Washington hoping they 
would not approve it.”

But CAFTA passed, 217-215.
U.S. Rep. Sherrod Brown (D-

Ohio), a Lutheran who often wor-
ships at a UCC church with his wife, 
explained why CAFTA passed in an 
article in The Nation: “Several Repub-
lican members switched their votes 
amid threats of lost highway-con-
struction money for their districts and 
promises of committee chairmanships 
and campaign contributions.”

CAFTA went into effect in El Sal-
vador on March 1.

‘People of corn’
“CAFTA doesn’t take seriously 

our peoples’ way of life,” says Castro.
“Salvadorans are ‘people of 

corn,’” echoes Ibarra. “We eat a lot of 
corn, it’s a huge cultural thing. But to 
produce one acre of corn in El Salva-
dor is 10 times more expensive than 
in the U.S. because of economies of 
scale: no subsidies, no tractors, no big 
machines, etc. And Salvadorans will 
buy cheaper corn from the U.S., so 
the Salvadoran culture will suffer. The 
same applies to beans, rice, soy, chick-
ens, and dairy products.

“What will happen to our culture 
if we buy everything that we need but 
we used to produce ourselves?”

One strong possibility, according 
to Bishop Gomez, is that emigration 
to the United States will increase. This 
will result in more money coming back 
to El Salvador from these emigrants 
but, because prices will be higher here, 
he says, this money will end up in the 
hands of the transnationals.

Role of transnationals
“After CAFTA comes, it will be a 

lot harder to fi ght against the transna-

tional companies,” says Claudia Inte-
riano, coordinator of the Mequila Proj-
ect, which defends the rights of sweat 
shop workers.

Working conditions are terrible, 
she explains, with young women 
forced to stand from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
six days a week, with only two 15-
minute breaks. It’s uncomfortably 
hot, there is no ventilation or air con-
ditioning, fi ne dust causes respiratory 
diseases, the toilets are dirty and un-
sanitary, lighting is bad, and sexual 
harassment predominates. And for all 
this, the women receive between $5-6 
a day.

But even the maquilas will have 
problems, says Ibarra, because work-
ers in China and Nicaragua get even 
less than in El Salvador. Transnation-
als will pile up violations in health, 
hygiene and human rights conditions, 
then up and move their factories just 
as complaints against them are due to 
come before tribunals.

“CAFTA’s main purpose is to en-
sure a strategy of globalization,” says 
Pastor Castro. “Its expectations are 
totally false, that is, that our economy 
will improve. We know better be-

cause of the bad situations in Mexico 
and Canada because of NAFTA. Like 
NAFTA, CAFTA considers only the 
benefi ts for transnational corpora-
tions.”

In February, Bishop Gomez 
preached on the story about Jesus and 
the man possessed by demons (Mark 
5:1-13). When Jesus cast out the de-
mons, they entered a herd of pigs and 
rushed off a cliff and drowned. “I told 
these people,” the bishop says, “this 
herd of pigs represents big business, 
the transnational corporations.”

“This is the hope that God gives 
us,” the bishop says, “that the pigs will 
go over the cliff. In the name of God, 
maybe this will happen.”

The Rev. W. Evan Golder is editor emeritus of 

United Church News. He visited El Salvador in 

February.

LEARN MORE@
<ucc.org/justice/econglobal>

<stopcafta.org>

<ustr.gov>

‘A GRAND DECEPTION’
UCC’s Central American partners strongly object to CAFTA trade provisions

Central American governments are selling our countries to the 

United States through CAFTA.” 

— The Rev. Miguel Tomás Castro of El Salvador, pastor of a UCC-partner church

The Rev. Miquel Tomás Castro

Bishop Medardo Gomez

CAFTA opponents argue that new development, like this recently completed shopping mall 
in San Salvador, still leaves people in poverty.

W. Evan Golder photos

Lutheran Bishop Gomez blesses a new home constructed under the supervision of Global 
Ministries Intern John Kleinschmidt.
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T
here is no Red Sea to cross, only the 
vast Sonoran desert. Out here, Babo-
quivari — the foreboding sacred 
mountain of the Tohono O’odham 

nation — towers over grasslands. Thorny scrub 
trees offer little shade, and gnarled cacti beckon 
with spiky arms and fi ngers. Rattlesnakes wait 
for the cooler night hours, when the coyotes 
raise their voices in an otherworldly howl. Coy-
otes of the human variety, part of the increas-
ingly lucrative human smuggling business, 
lead groups of migrants through this terrain. 
Sometimes, these “coyotes” prey on their hu-
man cargo — stealing their money, raping the 
women and girls and abandoning the weak and 
injured who can’t keep pace.

Migration through the Sonoran desert has 
increased rapidly since the late 1990s, when 
tough border enforcement measures at urban 
crossing points forced migrants into the out-
lands. Back then, the architects of the Border 
Patrol strategy predicted the hazardous terrain 
would be a deterrent. They couldn’t have been 
more mistaken. And so began the cat-and-
mouse game between law enforcement and 
those who cross the border illegally.

 
Right in the middle of it

Sahuarita, Ariz., was once a quiet, family-
oriented community about 35 miles north of the 
border. Now its streets are a daily battleground 
between Border Patrol, drug dealers, smug-
glers and migrants. “Down here, we’re right in 
the middle of it,” says the Rev. Randy Mayer, 
pastor of Good Shepherd UCC. One recent 
afternoon, as Mayer’s children were boarding 
the school bus to go home, Border Patrol agents 
chased a man across school property as a heli-
copter hovered overhead. 

In such frustrating circumstances, it would 
be easy to blame the problems on the migrants 
themselves. But Mayer doesn’t see it that way. 

“At some level you have to step back and 
say, ‘Something caused this.’ We have to go 
back to the cause. You can’t just build a fence,” 
Mayer says, referring to a proposal passed by 
the U.S. House of Representatives calling for 
the construction of a 700-mile wall between the 
U.S. and Mexico.

“This is an economic problem,” Mayer 
explained. “We supposedly created free trade 
agreements. They must not be very fair if they 
are creating these desperate conditions,” he 
said.

‘People made poor’
The Rev. Delle McCormick, a UCC min-

ister, has watched the situation develop from 
south of the border, having spent most of her 
vocational ministry among the people of south-
ern Mexico.

McCormick served as a missionary in Chi-
apas for Global Ministries on behalf of the UCC 

and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) from 
2000 through 2003. There, she brought healing 
to men and women who suffered the violence 
of crushing poverty as well as the “low-inten-
sity” war in Chiapas. Before that, she was the 
director of an immersion program at a retreat 
center in Cuernavaca, Mexico. 

It was a conversion experience on a reverse 
mission trip to that same retreat center, years 
earlier, that led McCormick from the wealth and 
comfort of upper west side Manhattan to selling 
produce at a farmer’s market in Pennsylvania, 
then on to seminary and back to Mexico.

McCormick now lives in Tucson and is 
executive director of Borderlinks, a bi-national 
organization offering educational trips that in-
clude living with families in Mexican border 
towns. Like Mayer, she sees an unmistakable 
link between U.S. prosperity and the poverty 
to the south. 

In speaking about the plight of the people 
of Central America and Mexico, McCormick 
uses the term “people made poor.” 

“They are made poor by people, not by 
God,” McCormick explains. “I use that lan-
guage to challenge people to think about the 
movement from one place to another —  how 
they got there … and also, how we’re complicit 
in their being made poor.”

Our economy is based on what they call in 
Latin America gente desechable, or “dispos-
able people” — a justice issue in and of itself, 
says McCormick.

The term “illegal alien” is another way of 
refusing the humanity of the migrant, say many 
border activists and human rights advocates.

“No human being can be illegal,” says 
Liana Rowe, associate for Justice and Witness 
Ministries with the UCC’s Southwest Confer-
ence. “This society would like to demonize 
these people to the point that they’re not human 
any more.” 

Is humanitarian aid a crime?
Since 1999, the number of people dying 

in the desert has climbed steadily. Last year, 
279 died in Arizona, not including those whose 
bodies were never found. Seventy-fi ve deaths 
occurred in July alone.

“Morally, there is no way we can turn our 
heads,” says Mayer. For the past fi ve years, 
Good Shepherd UCC has maintained water 
stations for Humane Borders, a group that puts 
tanks of water in the desert. Three years ago, 
the church began holding border issues fairs to 
educate the community. This led to the forma-
tion of a Samaritan Patrol group to drive the 
desert roads looking for migrants in distress. 
They operate 4-5 days a week and usually in-
clude a medical professional and a Spanish-
speaker. They take along food, water, clothing 
and medical supplies, and often encounter mi-
grants in need.

McCormick and Rowe are both fi rm ad-
vocates of faith-based efforts to stop the desert 
deaths. 

Borderlinks trip participants may travel the 
desert with Humane Borders. Rowe is a long-
time Humane Borders volunteer and helped 
found No More Deaths — a coalition of faith-
based and human rights groups that maintain 
base camps in the desert from May through 
September, offering emergency fi rst aid and 
sustenance to migrants in distress. Mayer’s 
congregation supported one camp by bringing 
home-cooked meals weekly to volunteers.

As humanitarian efforts ramped up during 
the last six years, the groups communicated reg-
ularly with the Border Patrol. Each let the other 
do his or her job, and sometimes, Border Patrol 
agents would allow humanitarians to care for 
migrants rounded up for deportation. But when 
the Border Patrol got a new Tucson sector chief, 
the relationship deteriorated, Rowe said. 

Last July, two No More Deaths volunteers 
were arrested for evacuating three migrant men 
in need of emergency medical attention. The 
volunteers followed the group’s long-estab-
lished protocol, which includes calling a volun-
teer nurse or doctor about whether to transport 
a person to a Tucson hospital.

The arrests are a misuse of laws intended 
to target human smugglers, Rowe says, and the 
goal is to make people afraid to help migrants. 
“People who would follow their Christian 

teachings and offer assistance are afraid to of-
fer so much as a cup of water or food to anyone 
they encounter. If they fi nd someone in a ditch 
at the side of the road, they are afraid to stop 
and help,” Rowe says.

A trial is scheduled for April 25. The vol-
unteers, Shanti Sellz and Daniel Strauss, are 
charged with two felony counts each, and could 
face up to 15 years in prison. 

Mayer, McCormick and Rowe are con-
cerned about the trial. “This is not about legal 
or political posturing over who can be in the 
desert and who can’t,” says Rowe. “This is a 
religious and ethical mandate to us to be out 
there helping people who are dying in a desert 
that’s inhospitable.”

Meanwhile, the desert gets hotter, and the 
people keep coming. While migrants were once 
mostly men, volunteers are now seeing more 
women, elderly people and even unaccompa-
nied children, Mayer said.

Crossing the border is supposed to be a 
misdemeanor, based on the way the law is writ-
ten, Rowe said. “But it effectively carries a 
death sentence.”

 
Rebecca Bowman Woods is news editor for DisciplesWorld 

magazine.

LEARN MORE@
<humaneborders.org>

<borderlinks.org>

<nomoredeaths.org>

TRAGIC CAT-AND-MOUSE GAME CONTINUES
As immigration debate heats up, clergy focus on Arizona desert’s death toll

This is an economic problem. We 

supposedly created free trade 

agreements. They must not be 

very fair if they are creating these 

desperate conditions.” 

— The Rev. Randy Mayer, UCC pastor

Long shadows indicate evening’s approach, as these migrants gather for their nighttime journey across the 
U.S. border.

At makeshift shrines to the Virgin Mary, migrants stop 
to light candles and pray for safe passage.

TUCSON, Ariz. — Every day, thousands of men, women and children from Mexico and Central 

America attempt to cross the border into Arizona. They travel hundreds of miles, often on bor-

rowed money. Some come with the promise of a job. Others come to rejoin family. Many are 

Christians, carrying with them religious symbols, Bibles, or pictures of the Blessed Virgin of 

Guadalupe, patron saint of the Americas. Like the ancient Israelites, they believe God is with 

them on this journey.

Rebecca Bowman Woods  photos
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Every successful organiza-
tion knows it needs an at-
tractive, engaging brochure 

to welcome and inform newcomers. 
The UCC, at last, has a new one.

Intended to supplant the aging 
“Who We Are, What We Believe” 
— an ever-popular, but decades-
old handout used by many UCC 
congregations — the UCC’s Lo-
cal Church Ministries, as part of 
its Congregational Vitality Initia-
tive (CVI), has produced a new 
denominational brochure that uses 
fresher language and an updated 
look to explore UCC faith and 
identity.

Reminiscent of the UCC’s Still-
speaking identity effort, the square, 
eight-panel brochure makes good 
use of the campaign’s “look and 

feel,” including the now-custom-
ary colors of red and black, accord-
ing to Randy Varcho, the UCC’s art 
director.

“Our hope is that all resources 
produced by the national minis-
tries will mirror the Stillspeaking 
brand,” Varcho says. “It’s a slow 
process, but we’re getting there.”

The new brochure, he says, is 
a great example of good form and 
function, because it takes seriously 
the artistic need for a “UCC look” 
while still effectively speaking 
to the target audience — those in 
need of helpful, introductory infor-
mation about the UCC.

Each brochure contains the 
same inside content, but there are 
five versions of the front cover, 
each using a different creative cap-

tion: “Please Return. No Questions 
Asked,” “United — Not Divided 
— By Faith,” “Find Yourself. We 
Have GPS,” “What Matters to You? 
Matters to Us,” and “Our Faith is 
Over 2000 Years Old. Our Think-
ing is Not.”

“There’s a lot of energy and 
pride these days surrounding the 
Stillspeaking brand, so we part-
nered its look, including the now-
familiar headlines, to the more 
comprehensive CVI faith and iden-
tity message,” Varcho says.

Intended to function as a foun-
dational resource for seekers, visi-
tors and long-time members alike, 
the brochure’s message focuses on 
six familiar UCC topics:

 We are people of God’s ex-
travagant welcome.

 We are one at Baptism and at 
the Table.

 We are people of covenant, a 
united and uniting church.

 We listen for the Stillspeak-
ing God.

 We thank God by working 
for a just and living world.

 We belong to Christ.
“No single statement fully ex-

presses who God is,” the brochure 
reads. “But where there is justice, 
peace and compassion, we see the 
living God at work in history. To 
such a God, we belong.”

New denominational brochure available to explore UCC faith, identity

The new UCC brochure is available in bundles of 

50 for $15, either in assorted title packs (10 each 

of the fi ve titles) or in 50-count packs of a single 

title. Call United Church of Christ Resource toll 

free at 800/537-3394.



Need to place an ad in Marketplace? Phone Connie Larkman toll-free at 866/822-8224, ext. 2196.
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EMPLOYMENT

LOCAL CHURCH
BACK BAY MISSION, a beloved commu-
nity ministry of the United Church of Christ 
located in Biloxi, Miss., is seeking a Direc-
tor of Programs. In addition to oversight of 
all BBM programs and program staff, the 
Director of Programs will also continue to 
develop the Center for Community Ministry 
training program and assist with mission in-
terpretation tasks in the wider United Church 
of Christ. Full position description is posted 
at <backbaymission.com>. To apply, submit 
ministerial profi le or resume with cover letter 
and references, to:  the Rev. Sharon Preste-
mon, Executive Director, Back Bay Mission, 
1012 Division Street, Biloxi, MS 39530; 
e-mail <execdir@datasync.com>.

HISTORIC WEST PA., CONGREGATION 
seeks pastor whose calling is church re-
growth and revitalization. Must possess 
skills, passion and resolve to succeed. The 
position is paramount to church’s future.  
UCC church is blessed with resources and 
facilities to develop community outreach 
and stewardship programs. Offer includes 
incentives and housing. Contact Dr. Fishel 
at 724/543-1802; e-mail <fi shel@portsys.
net>.

LOVE YOUTH? Want to work in a lively, 
progressive Disciple congregation in scenic 
northern California? Full time youth ministry 
position available beginning in June or 
July ‘06. For info. and application, e-mail 
<fccdisc@c-zone.net>.

NATIONAL SETTING
EVANGELISM — Minister for Local Church 
Development and Renewal: Develop, 
implement, and evaluate programs and 
resources to strengthen and promote 
the ministry of evangelism in the various 
settings of the United Church of Christ. 
Develop, implement and evaluate short-
term and long-range program objectives 
and goals working with the Staff Team in 
the founding, development, nurture and 
renewal of local churches and in partner-
ship with Conferences, Associations and 
other appropriate partners. Strategize with 
Staff Team regarding the founding of new 
congregations and renewal of established 
local churches; accept assignments, per 
mutual staff team agreement, long and 
short term projects and/or programs ac-
cording to,  across or along racial-ethnic 
constituencies and population; and assist 

in the evaluation of LCM-funded church 
development projects. Conceptualize and 
develop materials and resources to interpret 
programs and to support efforts to nurture 
and renew congregations. Help identify, re-
cruit, screen and train ministerial candidates 
for new and renewed churches, including, 
for example, an internship program as 
deemed appropriate. Full description can 
be obtained through our website at <ucc.
org/classifieds>. Application deadline is 
April 15, 2006.  If you are interested, please 
send a resume or current profi le (indicate 
specifi c position of interest) to: Alisa Lewis, 
Human Resources, 700 Prospect Avenue, 
Cleveland, OH  44115.

The UCC’s search and call process requires that ministerial 
profiles be submitted to the proper Association or Confer-
ence office, not directly to a local church. Therefore, the use 
of a personal reply address in a ministerial search ad is not 
accepted. If you have questions, call the UCC’s Parish, Life 
and Leadership Ministry at 866/822-8224, ext. 3849.

BULLETIN BOARD

RETREAT
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL IN THE WILDER-
NESS: The wilderness has always led us 
to tap-root deep relationships with God. 
Renewal in the Wilderness takes people 
from any faith (and sometimes none) into 
the wilderness to experience why wild 
places are so spiritually powerful. RITW’s 
canoe trips are geared for adults who are 
in middle-aged condition. For 2006, RITW 
has one trip that combines canoeing with 
lodge-sleeping. Trips are one, three and 
seven-to-eight days. Phone 847/869-5885; 
e-mail: <renewalitw@joltmail.com>; web-
site: <renewalinthewilderness.org> .

RETIRE TO SCENIC BRISTOL VILLAGE 
in Southern Ohio. Safe, affordable, friendly, 

small-town retirement living. Best retirement 
value in the nation. Enjoy the four seasons 
in a faith-based community offering a full 
continuum of care. Check us out at <bris-
tolvillage.org>; e-mail <kjones@ncrccd.
org>, or <lbower@ncrccd.org>; phone 
800/223-9766.  Owned and managed by 
National Church Residences. 

PLANNING FOR RETIREMENT? Click on 
over to <pilgrimplace.org> to learn about 
an active community where 320 Christian 
professionals retire to continue their journey 
of faith and service.

BROADWAY UCC, an Open and Affi rming 
church, welcomes you to New York City and 
our 5 p.m. Sunday worship at Broadway and 
93rd St. <www.bwayucc.org> 

BOUND FOR BOSTON? Stay at historic 
Walker Center for B&B or conferences. 
B&B rates: $50-$65 w/breakfast. Three 
houses available for conference group in-
clude kitchen and living room. Conference 
space: $32 per person. Meals available. 
Quiet residential setting, near subway and 
major highways, incldues free parking. Easy 
commute to downtown/airport. Auburndale, 
Mass; phone  617/969-3919.  E-mail <res-
ervations@walkerctr.org>; <www.walkerctr.
org>. 

HISTORIC LA FORET CONFERENCE 
AND RETREAT CENTER owned by Rocky 
Mountain Conference UCC is the perfect 

place to host events year around. We 
are situated 450 acres just north of Colo-
rado Springs, Colo., with stunning views of 
Pikes Peak. For more information see our 
web site at <laforet.org> or contact us at 
719/495-2743.

IN GETTYSBURG PA. eight historic 
churches provide tourist programs — hospi-
tal scenes, heroic civilians, battle aftermath. 
Web <historicchurchwalkingtours.org> or 
phone 717/586-5192.

RESOURCES
IF YOU’RE CURRENTLY STRUGGLING 
with your fi nances, health or praying for 
a better lifestyle, your prayers can be 
answered by checking out the best home 
based business ever. Call Merrily at 
402/439-2657.

MENTAL ILLNESS NETWORK: Visit our 
Websites: <min-ucc.org> and <pathway-
s2promise.org>. E-mail: <bob.dell@ecunet.
org> or <bryancrousore@hotmail.com>; 
Phone toll free: 866/822-8224, ext. 3838.

THE LAST ADVENTURE OF LIFE: SA-
CRED RESOURCES FOR TRANSITION: 

A beautiful, unique book for healing and 
prayer now available! The Rev. Maria 
Dancing Heart, a seasoned (UCC) hospice 
spiritual counselor, will lead you through her 
refl ections using stories, poetry, scriptures 
and prayers from around the world. See 
<bridgetodreams.org>. Phone 360/341-
2741.

GOD IS STILL LAUGHING: THE HEI-
DELBERG CATECHISM JOKE BOOK by 
F.C. Anderson, $8 (plus $1 S&H); phone 
717/846-9146.

PILGRIM PEOPLE: HISTORY OF UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST AND ITS ANTECED-
ENTS. Book by Charles Maxfi eld.  <www.
maxfi eldbooks.com>. 

KATRINA RECOVERY CONTINUES. Help 
rebuild shattered lives. The Wilkinson Cen-
ters, 5200 Bryan Street, Dallas, TX  75206. 
Phone 800-880-4988. <www.feedchildren.
org>.

“JESUS @ 2000” drawing of joyful Christ 
dancing with the world on his back. Post-
cards: 5.5”x8.5” for package of ten. $10 plus 
shipping. <drewmw@msn.com>. 
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CLERGY DEATHS

Dauernheim, John L., 67, 2/21/2006

Eckert, Donald H., 77, 2/16/2006

Field, Robert L. ,78, 1/4/2006

Gassett, Everett A., 79, 2/16/2006

Hastie, Charles B., 93, 1/8/2006

Johnson, Gary L., 50, 1/15/2006

Karow, Garret W., 64, 2/15/2006

Ladre, David R., 85, 1/13/2006

Menk, Sidney G., 89, 2/8/2006

Parragh, Desmond D., 92, 2/14/2006

Turrell, Stephen W., 87, 1/13/2006

Wolff, Richard A., 93, 1/18/2006

Information on clergy deaths is provided by The Pension 
Boards.

CONFERENCE CHANGES

Rivera-Santiago, Edward, elected Puerto Rico Confer-
ence Minister.

PASTORAL CHANGES

Basile, Jonathan T. Lehighton, PA to Zion Evangelical 
UCC, Indianapolis, IN

Baskette, Susan M. to United UCC, East Fairfield, VT

Benjamin, Diana Harrison, VT to UCC Bridgton, ME

Blakesley, Joshua Honolulu to Zion UCC, Mount Clem-
ens, MI

Bowman, Howard Waukesha, WI to retirement

Burt, Steven to UCC, Waitsfield, VT

Butner, Jennifer Arlington, VA to Spirit of Peace UCC, 
Issaquah, WA

Caldwell, Michael to Cong. UCC, East Corinth, VT

Comstock, Allen M. Charlemont, MA to First Cong. 
UCC, Hartland, VT

Cooke, Judith M. Newington, CT to Unity Hill UCC, 
Trumbull, CT

Eckblad, James West Bend, WI to retirement

Ehrgood, Mary Waubeka, WI to interim, Cong. UCC, 
Williams Bay, WI

French, Donald to Valley of the Flowers UCC, Lompoc, 
CA

Hadley, Lynda Silver Bay, MN to Cong. UCC, Dummer-
ston, VT

Heintzelman, Kenneth L. Milbury, OH to St. Stephen 
UCC, Sandusky, OH

Higgins, Linda J. Marlborough, CT to Cong. UCC, 
Somers, CT

Homan, Gregory Salem, PA to Federated, Rochester, 
VT

Kennedy, Lois East Hampton, CT to Second Cong. 
UCC, Middle Haddam, CT

Kirk, David J. Rock Island, IL to Evangelical UCC, 
Shelbyville, IN

Mark, Philip H. Honolulu to Judd St. UCC, Honolulu

McKinstry, Janet Lee, MA to Cong. UCC, Canaan, NY

Mitchell, Ineke K. Kentwood, MI to CT Conference, 
Hartford

Myers, Bret Wauwatosa, WI to interim, First Cong. UCC, 
Lake Geneva, WI

Nichols, Dwayne to Grace & St. Paul’s UCC, Numidia, 
PA

Nuscher, Martin to St. Paul’s UCC, Cherryville, PA

Osowski, Christine to United Church, Barton, VT  

Rockness, David to First Cong. UCC, Litchfield, CT

Smith, Erica A. South Weymouth, MA to Asylum Hill 
Cong. UCC, Hartford, CT

Williams, David A. Palmerton, PA to First UCC, New 
Knoxville, OH

Information for pastoral changes is provided by the 
UCC’s Parish Life and Leadership Ministry.

INDUCTED
 The Rev. Joseph E. Boone, a UCC minister, into the International 

Civil Rights Walk of Fame in Atlanta. Created in 2004, the Walk of Fame 
honors “those valiant soldiers of justice who sacrifi ced and struggled to 
make equality a reality for all.”  Boone, ordained in 1953, was pastor 
of Rush Memorial Congregational UCC in Atlanta, which served as 
the meeting place and organizational base for the Student Non-Violent 
Civil Rights Movement. The Walk’s third class of inductees, honored on 
Jan. 23, included the Rev. Martin Luther King Sr.; South African Anglican 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu; the Rev. James Orange; former President 
William J. Clinton; singers Lena Horne and Stevie Wonder, among others. 
Inductees are honored with granite and bronze footprints, made from 
actual shoes worn by the civil rights heroes. The footprints are on display 
outside the Martin Luther King Jr. National Historic Site, where an indoor 
display includes photos and biographies of the inductees.

RE-ELECTED
 The Rev. Bernice Powell Jackson, 

as North American President of the 
World Council of Churches, by del-
egates at the 9th WCC international 
assembly in Porto Alegre, Brazil, on 
Feb. 22. Jackson, former executive 
minister of the UCC’s Justice and 
Witness Ministries, had served in 
the position for 18 months, complet-
ing an unexpired term. Jackson, 57, 
who now lives in Florida, is currently 
working on a book on God, religion 
and politics.

DIED
 Johanna Van Schagen, 91, of Vandalia, Ohio, and formerly from the 

Netherlands, who helped Jews escape the Nazis during the Holocaust. 
She and her husband were honored in 1992 by the state of Israel as 
“righteous among the nations.” “We were afraid many times ... there were 
lots of raids and if they had found them in your home, you would be taken 
to concentration camps, too,” she told the Dayton Daily News in 1994. 
Schagen’s funeral was held March 3 at Polk Grove UCC near Dayton, 
Ohio, which sponsored the Van Schagens when they immigrated to the 
United States, according to Jacob Van Schagen, a son.

COMMISSIONED
 A class of seven UCC “diakonal ministers” — the most recent gradu-

ates of the Faith-Based Leadership Institute of the UCC’s Council for 
Health and Human Service Ministries. Their ministries were celebrated 
on March 4 at First Congregational UCC in Albuquerque, N.M., 
during CHHSM’s 68th annual meeting. CHHSM’s diakonal ministers 
are senior staff leaders in CHHSM organizations who have completed 
theologically-grounded management and governance education. Those 

commissioned, pictured above from left, were Mitchell Snider, director of 
fi nance at UCC-related Hoffman Homes in Gettysburg, Pa.; Sue Likens, 
director of public relations at UCC-related Pilgrim Place in Claremont, 
Calif.; Susan Buxton, vice president of UCC-related Havenwood-Heritage 
Heights in Concord, N.H.; Shirley Nelson, CHHSM’s vice president of 
operations, Cleveland; Nancy Himell, executive director of UCC-related 
Uplands Retirement Village in Pleasant Hill, Tenn.; Joanne Silva, ac-
counts payable/occupancy manager at UCC-related Retirement Housing 
Foundation (RHF) in Long Beach, Calif.; and John von Rusten, chief 
fi nancial offi cer at RHF. Learn more at <chhsm.org/leadership>.

COMPLETED
 Exactly 26.2 marathon miles by the Rev. Barry “Chuck” Galley, 

executive director of UCC-related Phoebe Berks Village and Health 
Care Center in Pennsylvania, one of 77 member institutions of the 
UCC’s Council for Health and Human Service Ministries. In honor of 
Galley’s 14-year-old hero, Javary Raifsnyder, a rehab patient at Phoebe 
who suffered a stroke last September, Galley ran the Walt Disney 
Marathon in Orlando on Jan. 8 to raise funds for the American Stroke 
Association. Raifsnyder’s mother is a certifi ed nursing assistant at the 
UCC facility. Thanks to residents at Phoebe’s retirement community in 
Wernersville, Pa., along with Raifsnyder’s friends and family, Galley 
raised $6,036. In return, Galley received a Mickey Mouse medal for 
fi nishing the grueling course. 

Jackson

RESIGNED
 Gloria Tristani, managing director of the Office 

of Communication of the United Church of Christ, 
Inc. (OC, Inc.), to accept the position of president of 
the Benton Foundation, a leading voice in the media 
advocacy community. Tristani is a former FCC Com-
missioner. “It has been an honor and a privilege to 
continue the historic legacy of the UCC, and OC, Inc. 
founder the Rev. Everett C. Parker, in the media policy 
arena. The impact of media on the civil rights agenda 
in this country is profound and to be an advocate 
for historically under-represented groups has been 
deeply gratifying,” Tristani said.

REMEMBERED
 The Rev. Scott S. Libbey, who served 

as a National and Conference UCC 
leader for more than 30 years, who died 
on March 12 at a Des Moines, Iowa, 
hospital. He was 76. The funeral was 
held on March 21 in Plymouth UCC in 
Des Moines.
 Libbey was executive vice president 
of the former United Church Board for 
World Ministries, the UCC’s overseas 
mission arm, from 1984 until his retire-
ment on Jan. 1, 1994. He also served 
as Iowa Conference Minister (1971 to 
1984) and Nebraska Conference Minister 
(1968-1971). He fi rst joined the staff of 
the UCC’s former United Church Board 
for Homeland Ministries in 1961.
 Libbey and his wife, Jean, were 
members of Grinnell UCC in Iowa, the 
church they joined two years ago when 
they relocated from Des Moines to Grin-
nell to live at Mayfl ower Homes, a UCC-
related retirement community.
 “He exercised leadership with such 
incredible grace and warmth,” said the 
Rev. John H. Thomas, UCC General Min-
ister and President, recalling Libbey’s en-
couraging style and hopeful demeanor.
 Reared in Ford Dodge, Iowa, Libbey served pastorates in Iowa and Illinois. 
He also served as Nebraska Conference Minister from 1968 to 1971. 
 Expressions of sympathy can be sent to Jean Libbey, 516 State Street, 
Grinnell, IA 50112. 

The Rev. Scott Libbey is shown here 
during a 1989 meeting between 
the UCC and six African partner 
denominations. Libbey, then head of 
the United Church Board for World 
Ministries, used a Bali banner to 
stress the need to be sensitive to 
other cultures. General Minister and 
President John H. Thomas mourned 
the loss of Libbey — “a UCC saint.” 
Libbey died on March 12.

United Church News fi le photo

Tristani
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“I tell [churches], ‘This partner-
ship has something for everybody,’” 
says Franke. “You can sponsor a girl 
to go to high school for a year, or 
buy a sheep. It doesn’t take a big 
church to be involved.”

Partners in Christ
An important element to the 

success of the partnership, says 
Franke, is due to the fact that the 
agencies in Ecuador take their job 
so seriously. “We have strong, 
committed partners,” she says. 
“They work very closely with us. 
We couldn’t do this without them, 
or without email!”

Fedice, a program to help 
women high in the Andes Moun-
tains was started by Vi and Victor 
Vaca, Global Ministries’ UCC/Dis-
ciples missionaries. Franke says 
that many women there are raising 
their children alone, since the men 
have left to find work. Many wom-
en have been abandoned. Fedice 
assists the women with crop and 
pasture management, accounting, 
and health care for animals.

Chuquiragua Club provides 
scholarships for young women 
to attend high school. Currently, 
the Illinois South Conference 
is sponsoring 20 girls. “These 
young women are blossoming,” 
says Franke. “When we first met 
them, they were like scared little 
rabbits. Now, they are assertive. 
They know now that women have 
value.” Seven of the girls that have 
graduated are moving on to study 
at the university.

Funedesin provides high 
school education to students in the 
small, remote villages of the rain-
forest. This experimental program 
runs the Yachana Lodge, rated one 
of the best ecolodges in the world. 
Students stay in dormitories and 
attend both traditional and hands-
on courses in agriculture, ecology, 
forestry and tourism.

Habitat Ecuador provides 
housing for families in Ecuador 
living below the poverty level. 
One home was built by a delega-
tion from the Illinois South Con-
ference in 2005; two more will be 
built this summer.

The Integrated Family Ser-
vice Center provides counseling 
in violence prevention. Franke re-

ports that the first session of the 
program had a fantastic response. 
“We spent time with students, and 
the kids just opened up, and talked 
about their life.”

Advent/St. Nicholas Lutheran 
Church recently joined as a part-
ner with the program. This church  
hopes to provide immersion expe-
riences for pastors from the United 
States, for a first-hand experience 
with another culture.

‘We need them desperately’
“We started this thing thinking, 

‘Here are a group of people who 

need us, and we’re going to go 
down there and try to help them,’” 
says Franke. “What we found out 
is, we need them desperately; their 
lifestyle, their values, their faith 
in our Lord and how they express 
it is something we need. We take 
that back with us, every time we 
go there.” 

Franke says she knows people 
from the Conference who have 
gone down two or three times to 
visit Ecuador. “They can’t get 
enough of it,” she says. “It’s re-
markable how these people look at 
life, how they deal with adversity. 
It was God’s gift to send us down 
there.”

he Indiana-Kentucky 
Conference of the 
UCC started their 
partnership with the 
Jaffna Diocese of 

the Church of South India in Sri 
Lanka back in 1992. From the be-
ginning, says the Rev. Paul “Chip” 
Jahn, pastor of Trinity UCC and 
St. Peter’s UCC in Lamar, Ind., 
the partnership was greatly driven 
by the urge to assist in achieving 
peace in a region ravaged by a bru-
tal civil war between the majority 
Sinhales Government and an insur-
gency group, the Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Ealam. 

“Since 2002, there’s been a 
peace process,” says Jahn, who 
describes progress as both halting 
and sporadic. In order to aid that 
process, Jahn says the partnership 
involves keeping open lines of 
communication with international 
organizations such as Amnesty 
and United Nations, as well as do-
ing advocacy work in Washington 
D.C.

But until peace is achieved, 
Jahn and his colleagues know that, 
as in any war, children suffer the 
most. That is why a centerpiece of 
the partnership has been assisting 

the Jaffna Diocese in their minis-
try of child advocacy.

Jahn says most churches in 
the Conference participate in the 
partnership through the children’s 
ministries done by the Jaffna Dio-
cese, namely its educational pro-
grams. “We sponsor a girl’s home, 
which is not just for orphans, but 
for girls who are sent there to get a 
better education, a better life,” he 
explains.

When the tsunami hit Sri Lan-
ka the day after Christmas in 2004, 
the Indiana-Kentucky Conference 
sent a delegate to survey the dam-
age within the week. Last fall, Jahn 
and some others went back to see 
how things had progressed. 

“We were most interested in 
how [the devastation caused by the 
tsunami] was affecting the peace 
process.” The Conference contin-
ues its efforts to aid in Tsunami 
relief for Sri Lanka.

Although he says the story of 
Sri Lanka is “an involved politi-
cal” story, Jahn says the partner-
ship committee does its best to 
keep churches in the Conference 
abreast of the situation at Con-
ference gatherings and through 
monthly mailings.

CHRIST’S CHURCH IS GLOBAL
hether it’s the Pacifi c Northwest Conference’s ties with East Seoul 
Synod of the Presbyterian Church of South Korea, the New Hampshire 
Conference’s ministry with the UCC in Zimbabwe, or even the Wiscon-

sin Conference’s juggling of 10 global partnerships, the UCC’s Conferences and 
congregations are building and strengthening relationships with its formal partners 
around the world. 

“Partnerships make mission more personal. They are a vibrant and faith-fi lled 
opportunity for the church to share its life as a global family,” says Jan Aerie, Global 
Ministries’ executive for mission education and interpretation. “Partnerships enable 
Conferences and congregations to join hands and walk together with our sisters 
and brothers around the world.”

Read updated reports on the UCC’s various global partnership at:

<globalministries.org/involvement/gpnews.htm>

GOD’S EVER-SHRINKING PLANET

Global partnerships offer strong, lasting friendships
he Illinois South Conference’s global partnership 
with Ecuador is thriving. 
Only five years old, the partnership now includes six 
agencies from Ecuador, and the Conference has 
half of its local churches participating. Roseanne 
Franke, a member of Eden UCC in Edwardsville, 
Ill., has devoted her retirement to being chairperson 
of  the Ecuador Partnership committee.

Indiana-Kentucky maintains long-distance 
friendship with Sri Lanka’s Jaffna Diocese

(Above) Women from the Planchaloma village of Ecuador listen as townspeople discuss 
a project by the UCC’s Illinois South Conference. (Pictured left) Victor Vaca, a Global 
Ministries missionary, presents a contract from Illinois South. In 2005, the Conference, 
which sponsors 20 Planchaloman girls to attend high school, built a home there. Two more 
homes will be built this summer. Gus Kuether photos


