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By J. Bennett Guess

A seven-minute “infomercial” featur-
ing the testimonials of some who 
have found their way to the UCC 
— thanks to the Stillspeaking Ini-

tiative — will air more than 100 times in April 
and May.

The paid-for-broadcast, which airs epi-
sodically as “Today’s Family,” will be seen on 
ABC Family, Hallmark Channel and Pax-TV 
in as many as 50 cable TV markets. A sched-
ule of air times and information on how to 
purchase your own DVD copy are available at 
<stillspeaking.com>.

The introductory look at the UCC retells 
the advertising controversy of late 2004 when 
the major networks refused to run the church’s 
30-second “bouncer” ads. The infomercial 
also examines the historical and contemporary 
work of UCC churches to extend an extrava-
gant welcome to all.

About a dozen newcomers — introduced 
by their fi rst names only — are profi led, in-
cluding Jennifer from Des Moines, Iowa.

“It’s so neat to have God back in my cor-
ner again,” Jennifer says. “I didn’t realize how 
much I missed having a church family until I 
had a church family again.”

Mark and Charles, an African-American 
same-gender couple with two small children, 
tell how they didn’t believe a church would 
welcome them until they heard about the Still-
speaking campaign.

“I was watching television … and I 
thought, ‘I can’t believe there are mainstream 
Christians that will accept my family at their 
church,” Charles says.

Joan, a new UCC member in Philadel-
phia, says the UCC’s message resonated with 
her.

“I went online and started looking at the 
different churches in the neighborhood,” she 
says, “and I just read the overview of the United 
Church of Christ and instantly the message just 
clicked — ‘No matter who you are or where 
you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here’ 
— and I thought, ‘O wow, this is great. This is 
what I’ve been looking for.’”

The infomercial is part of a three-pronged 
strategy this spring to keep the UCC’s invita-
tion before the general public — fi rst, the infor-
mercial; second, the Easter Sunday TV special 
on ABC-TV stations (see story at right); and 
third, the granting of national funds to keep the 
TV and radio spots airing in several areas of 
the country.

Known as “Media with a Mission” 
— Stillspeaking’s matching grants program 

— about 20 churches in 11 states will air TV 
or radio ads in their regional markets. The 
program marks the second time in six months 
that Stillspeaking has partnered with local 
churches, or collaborations of churches, to 
keep the UCC’s media message alive.

In addition, some individual UCC 
churches are paying to run the TV and radio 
ads without requesting matching grant sup-
port.

“We’ve been very persistent about asking 
our churches to use the Stillspeaking cam-
paign,” says the Rev. John H. Thomas, the 
UCC’s general minister and president, “and 
now we’ve got to continue to fulfi ll our side 
of the bargain.”

Thomas appreciates how churches con-
tinue to own the Stillspeaking campaign and 
“tweak it” for their local purposes. For exam-
ple, he said, Union Congregational UCC in 
Montclair, N.J., recently utilized the look and 
feel of the red-and-black “God is stillspeak-
ing,” motif to celebrate its 125th anniversary.

Churches also continue to inquire about 
how they can opt-in to the Stillspeaking pro-
gram, he says.

Even though the UCC’s 90-member Ex-
ecutive Council decided last year that the 
parallel staffi ng structure of the Stillspeaking 
Initiative would draw to a close soon after 
the 50th Anniversary celebration in Hartford, 
Conn., Thomas says it was never the Executive 
Council’s intent to imply that the Stillspeak-
ing movement, itself, was disappearing. On the 
contrary, Thomas says, the ultimate goal is to 
fold Stillspeaking’s work more fully into the 
whole of the national setting.

“As I travel around the UCC, I see sus-
tained energy from our churches, even beyond 
the initial sizzle of the commercials,” Thomas 
says. “That’s very good news, I think, because 
people still fi nd the Stillspeaking language and 
the comma to be compelling.”

Marilyn Dubasak, national coordinator of 
the Stillspeaking Initative, says local churches 
continue to do “fantastic work to invite people 
and be the place of extravagant welcome we 
promise.”

Thomas adds that, during his years as a 
pastor and national church leader, he’s seen 
many programs come and go from the UCC’s 
national setting.

“And they tend to ebb and fl ow quite 
quickly — mostly ebb,” he says. “But this one 
is going to be around for a long time.”

The UCC’s Stillspeaking infomercial, “Today’s Family,” 
is available for $10 in the Stillspeaking Store at <still
speaking.com> or by calling 800/537-3394.

The Rev. Joseph David Stinson has been 
selected for the rank of Rear Admiral in the 
U.S. Naval Reserve, the most senior-rank-
ing position among Naval Reserve chaplains. 
The announcement was made on Feb. 26.

Stinson, pastor of Glen Ridge Congrega-
tional UCC in New Jersey, has been a chap-
lain the Naval Reserve since 1979 and has 
served both the Navy and Coast Guard. Stin-
son will assume his new post in September.

“The UCC is pleased to have him rep-

resent us in this important ministry,” the 
Rev. John F. Gundlach, the UCC’s minister 
for government chaplaincies, told United 
Church News. “This doesn’t happen to us 
very often, so it’s a real honor to have one 
of our chaplains selected. It’s something to 
celebrate.”

A graduate of Yale Divinity School and 
Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary, Stin-
son has served UCC congregations in Mas-
sachusetts, Maine and New Jersey.

Nearly 3,600 are expected to have reg-
istered for General Synod 26 in Hartford, 
Conn., as of April 1, a tally that far exceeds 
the usual number of pre-Synod signups at this 
point.

Two years ago, for example, General 
Synod had just 2,744 registrations as del-
egates and visitors arrived for their fi rst day 
in Atlanta. On average, General Synod draws 
about 3,000.

The UCC’s much-touted 50th anniversa-
ry celebration and the General Synod’s loca-
tion in UCC-dense New England could lead 
to record-setting attendance. About 180,000 
UCC members live within a two-hour drive 

of Hartford.
Edith A. Guffey, associate general minis-

ter and General Synod administrator, has said 
she’s hoping 10,000 will attend the denomi-
nation’s golden jubilee.

One signifi cant draw is the special day-
long “Synod in the City” on Sat., June 23, 
when about 60 artistic, educational and in-
spiration events will take place at venues 
throughout downtown Hartford. (See pages 
20-21 for more information.)

CLICK IT!
Register for General Synod at <ucc.org/synod>.

Check out the latest on the celebration at <ucc.org/50>.

NEW NATIONAL ‘INFOMERCIAL,’ REGIONAL AD BUYS LAUNCHED

Stillspeaking Initiative continues to 
capture UCC’s creative imagination  

Registrations for General Synod ahead of curve

Randy Varcho  photo

U.S. Naval Reserve selects UCC 
minister as senior-ranking chaplain

A UCC-produced Easter TV special, 
will air on most ABC-TV stations on 
or near Easter Sunday, April 8. 

The hour-long special, “Joy Dawned 
Again,” was fi lmed on March 3 at Dover 
Congregational UCC in Westlake, Ohio, 
and included a diverse congregation com-
prised of UCC members from across the 
Western Reserve Association. 

About 200 people, including a 35-mem-
ber choir, took part in the fi lming, an experi-
ence described by many as transforming.

“Everyone just belted out the singing 
and the responses,” said UCC video produc-
er Jean Robinson. “I’ve never had the expe-
rience of being in a church where everyone 
did that.”

The UCC’s worship special focuses on 
a picturesque UCC congregation as it gath-
ers on Easter Sunday morning. Before long, 
the worshipers experience the power of the 
resurrection in unexpected ways as current 
reality intersects with the ancient narrative.

“The whole experience actually worked 
as worship, and we did it all in one take,” said 
the Rev. Cliff Aerie, the UCC’s minister for 
special events, creativity and the arts. “Peo-
ple really did have a worshipful experience.”

Seven years ago, the UCC produced a sim-
ilar Easter special that aired on about 90 per-
cent of ABC-TV stations, says the Rev. Robert 

Chase, the UCC’s communications director.
Chase said it’s imperative, however, that 

UCC members contact their local ABC af-
fi liates and urge station managers to pick up 
and air “Joy Dawned Again,” which is pro-
duced for the ABC-TV network through an 
arrangement with the Interfaith Broadcast-
ing Commission (IBC), of which the UCC is 
a longstanding participant. 

“Historically, the liturgical programs 
have been picked up more broadly than the 
documentaries,” said Chase, noting that, in 
October, the UCC-produced “Troubled Wa-
ters” documentary, hosted by UCC-member 
Lynn Redgrave, was shown by about 60 per-
cent of ABC stations.

“By contacting station managers, you 
not only increase the likelihood that the ser-
vice will be broadcast in your area,” he said, 
“but you also increase the chance of getting 
a more-favorable time slot.”

By confi rming with station managers, 
churches can also promote the show within 
their congregations and communities.

An online study group related to the 
program will begin on Easter Sunday at the 
UCC’s virtual community <i.ucc.org>.

LEARN MORE
<interfaithbroadcasting.com>

<ucc.org/joydawnedagain>

The Rev. Paul Hobson Sadler (l.), pastor at Mt. Zion Congregational UCC in Cleveland, who plays “Pastor 
Paul” in the drama, is shown rehearsing with Mark Watson who plays the “Stranger.”

Contacting station managers essential
Easter program to air April 8 on ABC-TV stations
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SEND LETTERS of fewer than 150 words to United 
Church News, 700 Prospect Ave., Cleve land, OH 44115; 
e-mail <guessb@ ucc.org>. Let ters may be ed it ed for 
brev i ty and clarity. 

‘NOTE THE CHURCH-STATE LINE, BUT STEP UP TO IT’
Presidential campaign is opportunity to learn political vs. electoral distinction

J. Bennett Guess

Editor

NEVER 
OURSELVES 

ALONE

ews fl ash: Barack Obama, pres-
idential candidate, is a member 
of the UCC.

In case, somehow, you’ve 
missed it: Obama’s been an 
active member of Chicago’s 
Trinity UCC, the denomina-

tion’s largest church, for about 20 years.
Of course that sort of thing wouldn’t be 

news at all, if you were one of some 8.1 million 
United Methodists — and Hillary Clinton and 
John Edwards were among your fold. Given 
that our current President and Vice President 
are both United Methodists, you’d likely be ac-
customed to your denomination’s high public 
profi le by now.

The fact, too, that John McCain and Chuck 
Hagel are Episcopalian isn’t big news either, 
since there have been more Episcopalian presi-
dents — eleven — than any other brand of 
faith. It seems the Episcopalians and the Pres-
byterians, who come in at a close second at 10, 
have been running about a dozen candidates for 
president each election since 1776.

And, since John Kennedy won in 1960, 
Roman Catholics are now old hat at presiden-
tial elections. John Kerry, a Catholic, was the 
Democratic nominee last time around. This 
time, they’ve got a plethora of good candi-
dates in both parties: Rudy Giuliani, Joe Biden, 
George Pataki, Christopher Dodd — along with 
others, I’m sure.

Southern Baptists — who once claimed (or 
didn’t claim) Bill Clinton and Al Gore — have 
Newt Gingrich in 2008, as well as Mike Hucka-
bee, a preacher-turned-governor.

But much like Mitt Romney — who is 
Mormon and owns it proudly — Obama may 

be the only fi rst-tier candidate to be UCC and 
really know what that means.

Yes, to be accurate, there was Howard 
Dean and Bob Graham back in 2004.

Dean, who was defi nitely “fi rst-tier” at one 
point, is UCC — but, unfortunately, he wasn’t 
that adept at talking religion. (Remember 
Dean’s favorite book of the New Testament? 
“Job,” he said. Ouch.)

Graham, on the other hand, is big-time 
UCC, a charter member of his congregation. His 
family even set aside the land for his church to 
be built in Miami Lakes, Fla. However, from a 
political standpoint, his run for president never 
got much traction.

So, perhaps it’s due to the new-found 
spotlight wrought by the UCC’s Stillspeaking 
Intitiative, but some folk around the UCC are 
buzzing about Obama. They appreciate the at-
tention the church is getting, even if they don’t 
necessarily support him as their candidate. 

In a conversation with Obama himself, 
he was quick to tell us: “I won’t run from my 
membership in the UCC. I plan to embrace it.” 
Or, as one of his staffers put it, Obama intends 
to begin and end his presidential campaign, no 
matter the outcome, as a committed member of 
the UCC.

That said, it’s important for all of us to 
pause and review what constitutes proper and 
improper activity for churches.

First, it’s perfectly okay to be excited that 
a high-profi le person shares our faith tradition. 
It’s validating to know that Obama is one of 10 
members of Congress — fi ve Democrats, fi ve 
Republicans — who are UCC. It’s also reas-
suring to think about actress Lynn Redgrave, 
rapper Common or author Marilynn Robinson, 

among others, getting up on Sunday morning 
and worshiping at a UCC church, just like we 
do.

But, second, it’s important to remember 
that, just as UCC people have a million differ-
ent perspectives on faith, we’re even more di-
verse when it comes to electoral politics.

We’re Republicans, Democrats, Greens 
and Independents. We’re liberals, conservatives 
and moderates. Yet, despite the spectrum, we’re 
never shy about engaging the important issues 
of the day, and that’s okay. Our commitment to 
justice may be the UCC’s single most-defi ning 
characteristic.

Still, it’s necessary to understand the dif-
ference between political and electoral activity. 
Know the church-state line, but step up to it. Be 
God’s prophetic and pastoral voices. Raise the 
issues. Hold those forums. Just don’t endorse 
particular candidates, raise money for their 
campaigns or parties, or offer special favors not 
extended to others.

Christ’s victory in the world — lasting and 
transforming change, both personally and com-
munally — is always greater than any single 
candidate, party or election. To lose perspective 
of God’s long-term reign of peace with justice 
by focusing communally on a single candidate, 
instead, is not only illegal, it’s short sighted.

As individuals, the electoral process be-
longs to each of us. But, corporately, as Chris-
tians, we’re beckoned to love the world as 
Christ’s body, sometimes through issue-fo-
cused engagement. Note the line: it’s a fi ne-but-
important distinction.

LEARN MORE@
<ourfaithourvote.org>

TO LOSE PERSPECTIVE of God’s 
long-term reign of peace with justice 

by focusing communally on a 
single candidate is not only illegal, 

it’s short sighted.” 

‘Naïve’ unity-minded ecumenists
Jesus’ words, “That they all may be one,” 

are not just the UCC’s motto, these words 
should be the goal of every Christian.

Although I don’t think the writer intend-
ed it that way, “Those people at that church” 
[Centerstage, Feb./March] could be taken as if 
money were the issue and not “ecumenical” as 
a movement promoting unity among Christian 
churches or denominations.

I have friends and colleagues who believe 
I am naïve in my belief we need to get rid of 
denominations. For my guidance I lean on Je-
sus who, never started his own church nor told 
anyone to leave the synagogue. Perhaps we are 
both naïve.

When we worship God with “all our heart, 
all our soul, all our strength and all our mind,” 
there is no wrong way to do it.

In the last 10 years I have heard less and 
less of the phrase “united and uniting.”  Is it 
because we’ve gotten tired? Or do we feel it’s 
unachievable? Whatever the reason, the UCC 
— a conglomeration of at least four denomi-
nations — needs to get back to that task. The 
ecumenical movement will die if we continue 
to concentrate on our differences rather than 

the unity that Christ lived, Christ taught, Christ 
died and Christ rose again.

The Rev. Del Neumeister
Scotland, S.D.

Extend the table
Kudos to the Rev. Lydia Veliko, the 

UCC’s ecumenical officer, and General 
Minister and President John H Thomas, our 
former ecumenical officer, for their words, 
work and encouragement, in particular, for 
some excellent guidelines [Centerstage, 
Feb./March].

In a broken world and divided nation the 
UCC has as its unique vision and mission a 
call to community in Christ that transcends 
lesser differences.

Today more than ever the prayerful words 
of Christ we take as our motto are prophetic, 
calling us to speak the truth of God’s hospital-
ity to the powers that be. And perhaps those 
powers most opposed to Christ’s truth are the 
fears and consequent judgments within our 
own hearts separating us from “the other” and 
most sadly from one another within our de-
nomination as well.

May we put an extra leaf in the table at 
Hartford!

The Rev. Don Niederfrank
St. Paul’s UCC, Colgate, Wis.

Tend to our unity fi rst
As one who grew up hearing positive 

things and looking for a hopeful future from 
ecumenical and interfaith dialogue, I have 
watched with dismay as this particular tide 

has ebbed. Of course, how could it be other-
wise, when so many denominations — includ-
ing our own — are themselves fractured?

If we would rekindle interest in ecumen-
ism, perhaps we ought to work fi rst on talking 
constructively and sensitively across our own 
divides.  The “tips for talking” by Thomas and 
Veliko [Centerstage, Feb./March] offer a dis-
heartening contrast to the way I see UCC lib-
erals and conservatives addressing each other. 
When shall we begin to walk the walk, as well 
as talk the talk?

We in the UCC still have a significant 
role to play in this discussion. But in order 
to do so honestly, we need to see to our own 
house first. As a position statement at <ucc
unity.org> suggests, we need “to rekindle the 
excitement that attended the UCC’s birth, 
the spirit of cooperation that midwifed it into 
being, and the humble renunciation of self 
and certainty that allowed it to be conceived 
at all.”

The Rev. Steven E. Swope
Rancho Santa Margarita, Calif.

Ecumenical forerunners
Three closely-allied ecumenical orga-

nizations founded in 1908 made signifi cant 
contributions to the shape and spirit of the 
early UCC.

The Home Missions Council reversed a 
long-standing pattern of independent church 
development by creating a setting for interde-
nominational cooperation and comity. It op-
erated through joint area surveys of need and 
strategic allocation of resources, inspiring 

the formation of the Congregational Board of 
Home Missions in 1937.

The Federal Council of Churches drew 
together insights from the Social Gospel 
Movement and promulgated a common social 
creed, forerunner to the UCC’s 1959 “Call to 
Christian Action in Society.”

The Council of Women for Home Mis-
sions cooperated with both bodies and in-
sured full participation of women in mission 
planning and implementation.

All three bodies emphasized racial and 
ethnic diversity, inclusion of marginalized 
peoples, and a social vision. A majority of 
U.S. churches espousing individual salvation 
opposed their work. Perhaps a centennial ob-
servance next year would highlight how their 
methods and perseverance in the face of cul-
tural hostility have left a legacy of accom-
plishment for future mission initiatives.

The Rev. Ted Erickson
Calvary UCC, Turtle Creek, Pa.

Churchy disobedience
Could the UCC’s historic recognition of 

the use of civil disobedience be applied within 
the church as well as within the realm of politi-
cal authority?

The Rev. Dan Lozer
Mayfl ower UCC

Sioux City, IA
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By Jeffery Woodard

It’s not that Linda Lawrence 
can’t keep a secret. But she has 
her limits.

“Six years ago, I was told 
that the Child Sponsorship Program 
was billed as the ‘best-kept secret’ 
of the UCC,” says Lawrence of her 
early days as program administrator. 
“I said, ‘Well, it’s going to remain a 
secret if we keep promoting it like 
that!’”

Today, more than 900 children 
in 13 international sites — fi ve in 
Southeast Asia, three in Latin Amer-
ica, two each in the Middle East 
and East Asia Pacifi c, and one in 
Africa — benefi t from the monthly 
good will of donors from the UCC 
and Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ).

Last year, more than 700 spon-
sors gave $230,000 to the program, 
a joint effort of the UCC/Disciples’ 
Global Ministries.

“I’m hoping it will make a dif-
ference for all of us,” says Lawrence, 
“not just the UCC or the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ), but for 
the United States as a whole for all 
of us to see that we’re all God’s chil-
dren. We’re making a difference, one 
child at a time.”

Two-way communication
The program provides monthly 

gifts of $25 or $30 to feed, clothe 
and educate children who have been 
abandoned or orphaned, or 
who are refugees. In return, 
sponsors receive at least 
two letters a year from their 
sponsored child.

“Some receive far more 
than that,” Lawrence says. 
“If the sponsor writes more, 
the children will write more 
because they feel a sense of 
connectedness.” The cor-
respondence helps each 
sponsor become familiar 
with their child’s personal-
ity, interests and academic 
progress.

Sponsors often send material 
gifts in addition to monthly contribu-
tions. The more generous the spon-
sor, the more likely Lawrence will 
recommend giving to the general 
cause.

“Twenty-fi ve dollars may be 
able to give a whole classroom a 

party,” while eliminating shipping 
and duty costs associated with send-
ing gifts, Lawrence explains. “If 
sponsors want to send gifts, we ask 
them to consider things like board 
games, balls, pencils, crayons, col-
oring books — something that can 
be used by more than one child. If 
they still want to send something 
more personal, we suggest a T-shirt 
or something else small.”

The children, Lawrence notes, 
are not permitted to ask sponsors 
for anything in particular — even 
though they may be very much in 
need.

Lawrence refl ected warmly 
upon a visit to one of the program’s 
centers in Tibet where an array of 
stuffed animals was displayed in a 
large, open space. “Some had been 
there for years, and were not in the 
best condition. But they treasure 
what our sponsors send to them.”

Often, children have their pic-
ture taken with their gift, and send 
the photo to their sponsor. “They’re 
very proud that the sponsor has taken 
an extra interest in them.”

Church, donor involvement
The Sunday school class of 

Plymouth Congregational UCC 
in Fort Collins, Colo., recently ex-
tended “extra interest” to students at 
Rawdat El Zuhur School in an im-
poverished area of East Jerusalem.

“The kids initiated the project 
and before it was over, the entire

congregation had collaborated in 
sending a CD with a song about 
peace, and a beautiful prayer book. 
Then the children over there sent a 
book back to Plymouth,” Lawrence 
says.

Lawrence says her dream re-
mains to start with involvement of 
the younger people. “They are the 

church’s future. It helps the children 
now when the older generation is in-
volved.”

Among the most consistently 
giving sponsors to the program have 
been St. Paul UCC in Mechanic-
sburg, Pa., Salem UCC in Lan-
caster, Pa., and Flasher UCC in 
Flasher, N.D.

“St. Paul sponsors eleven chil-
dren,” notes Lawrence, “and they 
have been doing it for years. Salem 
UCC sponsors six children, and the 
39-member congregation at Flasher 

UCC sponsors a 
child.

“The size of 
the church doesn’t 
matter,” notes Law-
rence. “It’s how cre-
ative and how deep 
the desire is.”

Lawrence also 
is steadfast that the size of her 
agency (she is the only full-time 
staffer) is not a drawback. She 
cautions anyone comparing her 

program with high-profi le agencies 
such as Children International and 
the Christian Children’s Fund.

“I tell them to read the fi ne print. 
The majority of them take 18 to 22 
percent of what you send in and use 
that for administrative costs,” she 
says. “They have marketing depart-
ments. None of our sponsorship 

money goes to the cost of a program, 
only to a designated child or proj-
ect.”

Through the combined efforts of 
Global Ministries and its global part-
ners, the Child Sponsorship Program 
is able to thrive on a smaller scale. “I 
think, for the most part, it makes for 
a better connection with the child,” 
adds Lawrence.

Occasionally, sponsors are 
moved to make a difference without 
making a long-term commitment. 

“One of our donors is 90 years old,” 
says Lawrence. “He said, ‘I’ve had 
a good life. The Lord has been good 
to me, my wife has passed on, and 
I want to make a donation because 
I think what you are doing for this 
program is good.’ And he made a 
$600 donation. That’s something to 
sing about.”

Another heartening aspect of the 
program is the “giving back” factor. 
At the center in the Philippines, after 
children “age out” of the program at 
age 18, many spend time with the 
younger children, tutoring and lead-
ing fi eld trips.

“Some people will suggest adop-
tion for these kids, but we want them 
to stay in their own communities,” 
says Lawrence. “We don’t have to 
be there with them to have a critical 
presence in their lives. We want to 
say to them, ‘We are equal partners. 
Your religion, your faith, your com-
munity are just as important to you 
as ours is to us.’”

Jeffery Woodard, a freelance journalist and 
United Church News contributor, is a member of 
Pilgrim Congregational UCC in Cleveland.

LEARN MORE
<globalministries.org>

WE’RE MAKING A DIFFERENCE, 
one child at a time.”

 — Linda Lawrence,
program coordinator

$230,000 IN ANNUAL GIFTS BENEFIT 900 CHILDREN

UCC’s Child Sponsorship Program is, unfortunately, a ‘kept secret’  

(Above, center) Linda Lawrence, Child Sponsorship program coordinator, during a 2005 
trip to Haiti to visit UCC-sponsored children. About 900 children around the world are 
supported by donor-directed gifts to sponsored kids, including those in Palestine and the 
Philippines (pictured left and below).

TO SUPPORT the Child Sponsorship 
Program, call toll-free at 866/822-8224, 
ext. 3222 or write <lawrencl@ucc.org>.
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hat do we do now? Jesus 
has confronted the powers 
and principalities in Jeru-
salem, absorbed the penalty 
of Roman death, and now 
overcome these powers 
through the glorious mys-

tery of resurrection. The word has been given to 
make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19), but 
Pentecost, the “offi cial” coming of the Holy Spirit, 
is still an Easter season away. Thus here we sit, 
with those fi rst century disciples, at a loss for what 
our next move might be.

The season between Easter Sunday and Pente-
cost — roughly 50 days — could be misinterpreted 
as another time of waiting. The disciples under-
standably might be somewhat stunned. The great 
hope and energy that they found in the man from 
Nazareth is now, in a physical sense, gone. He has 
assumed his place with the countless other victims 
of Roman crucifi xion. Lament-fi lled waiting might 
seem the only appropriate thing to do.

Our lectionary readings, however, allow for 
no such waiting. The Sundays between Easter’s 
empty tomb and Pentecost’s “tongues of fi re” fi nd 
us juggling texts from Acts and Revelation, calling 
the church into a delicate, yet critical mode of wit-
ness and worship: giving praise and thanksgiving 
to the God of the resurrected Christ while taking 
the gospel out into the world.

The Sunday following Easter we fi nd the disci-
ples quickly confronted with the consequences of 
authentic and committed discipleship (Acts 5:27-
32). They are pulled before the high council where 

they are asked “Didn’t we tell you never again to 
teach in this man’s name?” Human authorities are 
agitated, yet Peter and the apostles respond: “We 
must obey God…we are witnesses.” Faithfulness 
has a price.

The early church, tempted to bask in resurrec-
tion glory, gets a new infusion of energy with the 
conversion of Paul (Acts 9:1-6). Before the “light 
shone and voices spoke,” Saul breathed fi re against 
the “people of the Way.” On the road to Damascus 
his world is altered. He is temporarily blinded, his 
life is mysteriously transformed and Paul goes on 
to become the great apostle of the early church.

Peter, meanwhile, is raising the dead in Joppa 
(Acts 9:36-43). A believer named Tabitha, who 
was “always doing kind things for others and help-
ing the poor,” has died. Gathered about her body 
are the widows whose lives she had touched. Pe-
ter, like Jesus, offers a simple command “Get up, 
Tabitha.” Life is again brought out of death. The 
proof is starting to mount that Christ and his pow-
ers live on in the gathered church.

The fi nal Sundays of Easter are devoted to in-
clusion and underscore that Christ’s power will not 
belong to a select few. In Acts 11, Peter explains 
to Jewish believers in Jerusalem that, in Christ’s 
church, there is no clean or unclean. In a like man-
ner, a wealthy merchant woman named Lydia is 
brought into the fold (Acts 16:9-15), further open-
ing the church’s doors. The seeds of the New Jeru-
salem (Rev. 21-22:5) have now been planted.

Just before the Pentecostal winds blow, the 
book of Acts lays before us the cost of discipleship. 
Paul and Silas exorcise a demon-possessed slave 

girl, are beaten and thrown into jail (Acts 16:16-
34). They have not only witnessed to Christ’s pow-
er, but they have disturbed the economic arrange-
ments of the day. God is with them in their faithful-
ness and breaks the jail doors open, converting the 
jailer in the process.

Easter and Pentecost are highpoints in the 
Christian calendar. Stories of resurrection and 
Holy Spirit are intoxicating, but they are not lin-
gering places. Instead, our texts implore us to wit-
ness and worship at the center of our life together. 
Christ bids us to spread the good news, to heal, to 
welcome, to confront. And the Lord of history will 
be with us. (Rev. 22:16).

The Rev. Thomas I. Warren is pastor of Pleasant Hill Community 
UCC in Tennessee. His bible study series will appear throughout 
the year on the spirituality page.

HEAL, WELCOME, CONFRONT
Season between Easter and Pentecost is no ‘waiting’ period

 In what ways does Christ’s victory over death 
give us hope for our lives here on earth today?

 How do we experience — in our individual and 
congregational lives — the resistance of the 
world? How can our churches strengthen us to 
withstand this resistance?

 How does our worship life propel us into our 
lives of witness?     

ROADWORK

Thomas Warren

BIBLE
STUDY



 church’s facility is in bad shape, concedes 
the Rev. John Mack, pastor of First Con-
gregational UCC in Washington, D.C.

Members use duct tape on the windows to keep out winter drafts. 
Worse, there’s a lot of asbestos and there’s the whole question of inad-
equate handicap accessibility.

The heat has two settings: on or off. “It fries you or freezes you,” says 
member Meg Maguire. Unfortunately, it would take $100,000 just to get it 
working properly.

The list goes on.
“It would take $1 million to patch up the church,” Maguire says. “And 

we didn’t have this $1 million to bring it to a patched-up state.”
Then, in 2004, a developer came knocking.
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The developer’s question: Had First Con-
gregational UCC in Washington, D.C., con-
sidered the possibility of developing their site 
anew? They had not.

But after two years of study, with guidance 
from several consultants, church members de-
cided a dream was in the making.

Last year, the church sold its “air rights” 
— the valuable big-city space above them — to 
a prominent developer for $17.4 million. The 
sale meant the congregation still owns the land 
— and soon a new church building — but the 
fi nished structure will have a “church on the 
bottom, a condo tower on top,” Mack explains.

“The condo building is absolutely spectac-
ular — something Washington has not seen,” 
he said.

Thankfully, the church’s vision has moved 
beyond merely having a furnace that works and 
windows that don’t leak. Now, they will have 
new facilities for their social services and meal 
programs for the homeless. “That’s very impor-
tant,” Maguire says.

The building’s new energy-effi cient, na-
ture-friendly design is certifi ed by the U.S. 
Green Building Council.

Plus, the congregation will receive money 
from a profi t-sharing agreement on the sale of 
the condos, which the church will use to create 
an endowment for funding low-income, off-site 
housing.

Creative land deals
With land an increasingly valuable asset, 

churches throughout the UCC are fi nding cre-
ative, inspiring ways to expand their ministries 
by tapping into land assets.

Spirit of the Lakes UCC in Minneapo-
lis, Minn., is planning a new building that will 
include low-income housing for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) seniors.

And, Spirit of Peace UCC in Sioux Falls, 
S.D., a thriving congregation that is growing 
rapidly, is building a large facility in a new 
neighborhood.

Together, these three innovative approach-
es are a witness that the UCC’s presence in 
these communities is alive and well, says the 
Rev. David Ragan, the UCC’s minister of evan-
gelism for church building development in 
Cleveland.

“The physical church should be a defi ning 
mark of presence and ministry, explicitly and 
implicitly a sign to the community that ministry 

is taking place,” he says.
All three churches are taking risks, Ra-

gan acknowledges. But these new church 
buildings will be much more than new space. 
Each — with its housing, its welcome, its 
meals — will signal that ministry is happen-
ing here.

“A church has to be used by the larger 
community,” Ragan teaches. “Otherwise it is a 
walled-off prison. These churches are breaking 
down walls… with different concepts of being 
the church.”

Housing LGBT seniors
Spirit of the Lakes UCC, an LGBT-focused 

congregation founded in 1988, is taking advan-
tage of its increasing property value in Minne-
apolis to make real its dream.

“We decided to develop our site in hous-
ing — senior age-restricted housing — and 
market it to LGBT seniors,” says church 
member Barbara Satin, a former national 
moderator of the UCC Coalition for LGBT 
Concerns and a member of the UCC’s Ex-
ecutive Council.

When Spirit of the Lakes joined the UCC, 
it was the fi rst predominately LGBT church in 
the denomination.

In the early 1990s the church bought 
property — a corner, three-fourths-of-an-
acre lot with a small, one-story, cinder-block, 
auto-repair garage at the far end of a large 
parking lot.

The church met in the auto-repair garage. 
“A warehouse of God,” Satin joked.

However, in time, the neighborhood 
around the cinder-block church began to 
blossom. Small businesses moved in. Fami-
lies fixed up houses. And the renaissance 
soon meant that Spirit of the Lakes UCC’s 
little corner had grown increasingly valu-
able.

“Developers began to drool over the 
property,” Satin said. “They offered a lot of 
money, and [hoped] we’d move to the sub-
urbs.”

But the neighborhood didn’t want the 
church to leave.

Residents told church members, “‘We don’t 

need more businesses,’” Satin says. They liked 
having a church on the corner, not a strip mall, 
not a Starbucks.

So Spirit of the Lakes UCC began to con-
sider what they could do with their property 
that would strengthen the neighborhood as well 
as the church’s ministry.

Satin, a transgender woman in her 70s, 
joined Spirit of the Lakes UCC in 1997 and 
her concern about issues affecting LGBT se-
niors was underscored by the experience of a 
friend and church member, Gayle, a transgen-
der woman who suffered a stroke.

In order to receive the medical care she 
needed, Gayle was forced to go back to being 
“Glen.”

For the church, this raised the issue of what 
LGBT members might face as they grow old-
er, so a church group formed — LGBT Gen-
erations — in order to educate on aging issues, 
Satin says.

From the beginning, the group desired 

B U I L D I N G 
D R E A M S

BY JOANNE GRIFFITH DOMINGUE

Artist’s rendering of proposed mixed-use facility for Spirit of the Lakes UCC in Minneapolis.

A CHURCH HAS TO BE USED BY THE LARGER COMMUNITY. 
Otherwise it is a walled-off prison.”

— The Rev. David Ragan, UCC Evangelism Ministry
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a residential component to their 
program. “But we didn’t have the 
where-withal or the expertise to take 
this on,” she says.

Then, a Minneapolis-based de-
veloper, the Powderhorn Residents 
Group (PRG), met with members of 
the church to discuss their specialty 
— affordable, mixed-use housing.

Spirit of the Lakes UCC soon 
sold their property to PRG and is us-
ing the proceeds to build space on 
the new development’s ground fl oor. 
In addition to underground parking, 
the four stories above the church will 
include 41 “limited-equity co-ops,” 
selling for $100,000 to $250,000 de-
pending upon size and amenities, for 
LGBT seniors.

In a “co-op,” members jointly 
own the real estate, not their individual 
units, explains Kathy Wetzel-Mastel, a 
project manager with PRG. “Limited 
equity” means there is a cap on appre-
ciation so units will remain affordable.

Residents are not required to be 
members of the church, and while 
the project is designed for the LGBT 
community, it is open to anyone 55 
or older.

The housing and the church will 
be separately owned, and the church’s 
new multi-use facility will be made 
available to building residents and 
community groups.

The $9.7 million project includes 
the 5,700-square-foot church, which 

is being built for $850,000. The city of 
Minneapolis is contributing $370,000 
in housing subsidy for the low-income 
portion of the project, and developers 
are also hoping the county and state 
will become fi nancing partners.

The congregation used its land 
proceeds to pay for its new church. 
“But it’s not enough to decorate,” 
says Stuart Holland, a former church 
moderator. “We might end up stand-
ing, as we’re not sure if we have 
money for seats.”

After six months without a min-
ister, Spirit of the Lakes UCC called 
the Rev. James Pennington in Janu-
ary 2007. He calls the church’s hous-
ing plan, “Fantastic! Brilliant! A way 
of meeting a need in the community 
and of providing new church space.”

The church could have taken the 
money and run. “But they are staying 
and becoming a bigger asset to the 
community,” says Wetzel-Mastel.

The Rev. Dr. Karen Smith Sell-
ers, Minnesota Conference Minister, 
calls Spirit of the Lakes’ redevelop-
ment “enormously exciting.”

‘Reinventing ourselves’
In Sioux Falls, S.D., Spirit of 

Peace UCC is planning to move into 
its new 18,230-square-foot building 
this month, just before Easter. The 

sanctuary has room for 500 and sits 
on a 7 ½-acre site at the southern 
edge of town.

“The structure is gorgeous,” says 
the Rev. Gene Miller, South Dakota 
Conference Minister. When the Con-
ference’s task force on new church 
starts toured the building in Febru-
ary, “everyone was awestruck. It’s a 
beautiful building.”

To go with its new building, the 
congregation has a new name and a 
new mission. “We’re not just an old 
church moved to a new spot,” said 
the Rev. Marcia Sietstra, a pastor of 
Spirit of Peace UCC (formerly Crest-
wood UCC).

The word “peace” was important, 
Sietstra says. “As a UCC church we 
are uniquely qualifi ed to be leaders 
with interfaith dialogue, especially 
among the Jewish and Muslim com-
munities.”

The church also sees itself as “a 
progressive Christian voice,” says 
Tom Hoy, chairman of the building 
committee.

The changes have helped the 
church to “think of ourselves as a 
new church start,” Sietstra said. If 
people saw the old church name, they 
might think “old church, old ideas.” 
But that’s not what Spirit of Peace is 
about. “We felt strongly we needed to 
reinvent ourselves.”

And they have.
When Sietstra came to Crestwood 

in 1999, the church 
“wasn’t dying, but it 
was in the intensive care 
ward,” she says. Num-
bers were shrinking.

They began ad-
vertising, despite the 
absence of an advertis-
ing budget. “Instead 
of fresh fl owers each 
week,” Sietstra says, 
“we asked people to 
sponsor a newspaper 
ad. It didn’t cost the 
church anything, and 
we had publicity.”

There was no person for nurs-
ery care. “So we put someone in,” 
she says. “No one will use it unless 
someone was there.” They also start-
ed a youth group.

Every time they served commu-
nion, Sietstra explained the process, 
so visitors would feel comfortable, 
even if the information was repetitive 
for members.

The church added 39 new mem-
bers during Sietstra’s fi rst year.

Then, the South Dakota Confer-
ence came to the church in 2000 with 
an offer: You work with us as a new 
church with your existing congrega-
tion, and we’ll give you the land once 
purchased and set aside for a new 

church start.
Sietstra says the church’s origi-

nal building, built in 1958, was a 
good starter church with a tiny bit 
of parking. “[But] if we continued 
this revitalization, we’d outgrow this 
space,” she says. “If we stayed and 
built on, we would have still had a 
parking problem.”

Some members resisted. They 
didn’t want to move and start over.

So the church spent two years in 
a discernment process. By 2002, they 
accepted the Conference’s offer and 
began a capital campaign for their 
new building.

In 2004, the church added a sec-
ond minister, the Rev. 
Jean Morrow. She was 
drawn to the church’s 
transforming work and 
wanted to be part of the 
“creative process” the 
church was experienc-
ing, she says.

Between 2003 and 
2006, the church school 
grew 41 percent. Mission 
giving jumped 55 percent, 
and the budget leaped 
ahead by 59 percent.

Meanwhile the area around the 
Conference’s site was also growing 
and developed into a commercial 
neighborhood rather than residential. 
So, instead of locating a new church 
building there, the Conference sold 

their 5-acre site for 
$570,000 in 2005, for 
which they had paid 
just $150,000 in 1997. 
With some of the pro-

ceeds, the church then bought anoth-
er 7 ½-acre site further out of town 
for their new building.

“We want to get there before the 
houses,” Sietstra says. “It’s important 
to time our move — be there fi rst so 
the new homes fi nd you.”

With the sale of the church’s for-
mer site to a developer, along with 
gifts to the capital campaign and about 
$1 million from the Conference, Spirit 
of Peace UCC is funding construction 
of its $2.58 million facility.

Sioux Falls is one of the fastest 
growing areas in the Midwest, Miller 
says. Experts forecast that Sioux 
Falls will soon grow from its current 
population of 130,000 to 500,000.

Feeding the homeless
Members of Washington D.C.’s 

First Congregational UCC, one of 
the city’s oldest congregations, feel 
deeply connected to their community. 
Founded by abolitionists in 1865 at 
the end of the Civil War, the current 
facility, built in 1961, sits on the same 
half-acre site as the original church. 
In spite of tempting offers from de-
velopers, the church is staying put.

“The city needs 
our presence in a vi-
brant way, as a place 
of hope and healing 
in downtown,” Ma-
guire said.

The church 
portion of the new 
building, on the fi rst 
and second fl oors, 
will have 35,000 
square feet. The 
sanctuary, chapel, 
offi ces, education 
classrooms, social 
hall and catering 
kitchen will occupy 
about two-thirds of 
the church’s space.

The remaining 
one-third will house the Dinner Pro-
gram for Homeless Women, a jewel 
in the crown of First Congregational 
UCC’s ministry. Founded by the 
church in 1979, the Dinner Program 
has operated, since 1986, as a sepa-
rate, church-housed non-profi t orga-
nization with a paid staff. In 2006 the 
Dinner Program served more than 
100,000 meals to homeless men, 
women and children.

In the evenings, 75 to 100 women 
and children come to the church for a 
hot, nutritious meal and social services. 
In the mornings, between 150 and 450 
men and women come for breakfast. 
All food and services are provided for 
free. In 2004, the Dinner Program was 

named the city’s outstanding agency.
Ironically, above this justice-ori-

ented UCC church and its housed so-
cial programs will sit a dramatic tower 
with upscale condos. The developer, 
PN Hoffman, specializes in residen-
tial and mixed-use properties. “They 
are comfortable with having our so-
cial services on site,” Maguire says.

Some have wondered if buyers 
for $500,000 to $1 million condos 
might have second thoughts about 
living above a food program for the 
homeless.

“People accept the diversity of 
downtown,” Maguire says. “Some 
people won’t buy these [condos]. But 
others will come right downstairs and 
help out and give back.”

Maguire acknowledges that the 
condo market has collapsed in Wash-
ington, D.C., where once-roaring 
sales slowed to a trickle last year. But 
“we’re barreling ahead,” she says. 
“Ours is the last remaining unspoken 
for land in the downtown capital. Over 
time it is a no-lose proposition.”

The process is exciting, but also 
stressful. The Rev. Barbara Brown 
Zikmund, a church member and re-
tired president of Hartford [Conn.] 
Seminary, cheers members on.

“As a church historian I know 
that the fi nest hours of the church 
have been when stress is high and 
risk is real,” Zikmund says. “So I 
keep telling people it’s like exercise 
— it will keep us healthy.”

Zikmund resists the idea that her 
church is a resurrection story.

“We weren’t dead. We didn’t 
die,” she insists. Instead she calls it 
“a renewal, revitalization.”

“It’s risky,” Zikmund says. “But 
risk is important.”

Joanne Griffi th Domingue, a freelance journal-
ist and United Church News contributor, is a 
member of First Congregational UCC in San 
Jose, Calif. 

For more about how UCC churches have made 
architectural statements throughout history, 
read Barbara Brown Zikmund’s “Past as Pro-
logue” column for April at <news.ucc.org>.

IT’S A WAY OF MEETING A NEED in the community and of 
providing new church space.”

— The Rev. James Pennington, Spirit of the Lakes UCC, Minneapolis

LEARN MORE

UCC PARTNERS IN BUILDING PROGRAM
<ucc.org/fi nance/local>

First Congregational UCC in Washington, D.C. 
(above) will soon become a multi-use worship and 
service center with high-rise condos above (archi-
tect rendering, left).

Spirit of Peace UCC (formerly 
Crestwood UCC) in Sioux Falls, 
S.D., moves this month to its new 
building in a growing residential 
area of the city (architect render-
ings, above and left).
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By W. Evan Golder

It’s a parent’s worst night-
mare: a son or a daughter 
disappears, with no clues, 
no explanation and no like-

lihood of ever finding out what 
happened.

In Argentina, during that 
country’s military dictatorship 
from 1976 through 1983, 30,000 
persons were “disappeared,” in-
cluding 300-500 infants and chil-
dren.

One mother whose daughter 
was disappeared was Mirta Mara-
valle. On August 27, 1977, as she 
tells the story, soldiers carrying 
machine guns and wearing ski 
masks burst into the house and 
seized her daughter, Ana Marie, 

28, and her husband, 25. 
“My daughter was five months 

pregnant,” Maravalle says. “The 
soldiers took her and her husband 
away right in front of my eyes. 
I’m not sure why. My daughter 
studied sociology and worked in 
the Ministry of Economy.”

From the day her daughter 
was kidnapped until she delivered 
her baby, Maravalle heard noth-
ing. All she knew was that Ana 
Marie’s due date was January 15.

On January 12, 1977, a friend 
came at 11 at night with news that 
the baby had been born. The mes-
senger had to leave quickly as it 
was dangerous to be caught out 
late at night. Later, that friend 
was disappeared.

As Maravalle began searching 

for clues about her daughter, she 
met other mothers seeking infor-
mation about their disappeared 
children, known in Spanish as los 
desaparecidos (the disappeared 
ones). Fourteen of them began to 
gather in the plaza, wearing white 
kerchiefs symbolizing babies’ di-
apers. When soldiers placed rifles 
in their backs and told them to 
move along, they began to walk.

Thus began weekly walks 
on Thursdays at 3:30 in Buenos 
Aires’ Plaza de Mayo. This year 
marks 30 continuous years of 
those demonstrations.

Walking with Mirta Mara-
valle, now 82, on a hot and humid 
afternoon in January was Elia Es-
pen, 75. Her son, Hugo Orlando 
Meadan, was 27 when he went off 

to study and never came back.
She then joined the mothers 

marching in the square, Hugo’s 
photo hanging from her neck. 
Eventually two students recog-
nized the photo. One had been 
imprisoned with her son, and later 
released. Reluctantly, and only 
when she insisted, he told her that 
Hugo had been tortured until he 
went mad. Then he was tossed 
from an airplane into the ocean.

“All this terror and atroci-
ties and yet no one has been pun-
ished,” she says, her voice trem-
bling. “That’s why I work with this 
group, Madres de Plaza de Mayo 
(Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo), 
and why I march on Thursdays, 
and why I will as long as I have 
life in my body.”

Later, other groups formed, 
each with a different philosophy 
or emphasis. Through its “part-
ner church” relationship with 
the Evangelical Church of the 
Disciples of Christ in Argentina, 
Global Ministries of the UCC and 
Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) supports the mothers and 
grandmothers.

One group, Abuelas de Plaza 
de Mayo, consists of grandmoth-
ers (abuelas) seeking their grand-
children. If pregnant women were 
kidnapped, they were kept alive 
until they delivered. Then their 
babies were given to military of-
ficers’ families to be raised in 
homes with conservative values.

Estela Barnes de Carlotto, its 
president, has worked with this 
group since 1977, when her 20-
year-old daughter, Laura, and her 
husband were kidnapped. Her son-
in-law was killed immediately, 
Carlotto says, “but Laura was kept 
in a concentration camp until she 
gave birth on June 26, 1978, to a 
boy whom she named Guido, af-

ter my husband. She held the baby 
in her arms for only a few hours 
before they took it away from her. 
Two months later she was killed. 
The police brought me the body.”

That event changed Carlotto’s 
life dramatically. She quit her 
job as head mistress of a primary 
school and has been looking for 
her grandson ever since. 

As of January, the grandmoth-
ers have located 78 “disappeared” 

grandchildren. They do research, 
launch investigations, go to court, 
harass government officials, give 
speeches, place ads, print leaflets 
and posters, share information, go 
to international events, demon-
strate publicly, and reach out to 
20- and 30-somethings.

They also have established a 
genetic data bank in Seattle for 
DNA testing. Such testing led 
Rosa Tarlovsky de Roisinblit, the 
Abuelas’ vice-president, to dis-
cover her 22-year-old grandson.

“The dictatorship never imag-
ined,” she says, “that just because 
they kidnapped a few children, an 
organization such as this would 
emerge and still be looking for the 
missing children 30 years later.”

Graffiti in Spanish at the Pla-
za de Mayo captures the will en-
ergizing the search. “Las unicas 
luchas que se pierden son las se 
abandonan,” it says. (“The only 
causes that fail are those that are 
abandoned.”)

The Rev. W. Evan Golder is editor emeritus 
of United Church News. He and his wife, 
Deborah, demonstrated with the mothers and 
grandmothers in Buenos Aires in January.

THIRTY YEARS LATER
Grandmothers still searching for ‘disappeared’ grandchildren in Argentina

‘Mothers’ group co-founder Mirta Maravalle (l.) and Elia Espen demonstrate at Plaza de 
Mayo in Buenos Aires. W. Evan Golder photo

LEARN MORE

<madresfundadoras.org.ar>

<abuelas.org.ar>

local | global      justice
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Growing demand, changing 
lifestyles and community re-
vitalization are driving fac-

tors in an $83-million, UCC-related 
investment in the future of senior liv-
ing in Phoenix, Ariz.

“The Promenade at the Beati-

tudes Campus” will be an expansion 
of the existing full-service, continu-
ing care retirement community, the 
Beatitudes Campus, a ministry of 
Church of the Beatitudes UCC in 
Phoenix. A groundbreaking ceremo-
ny was held on January 25.

New construction will include 
additional one- and two-bedroom 
apartments and patio homes, as well 
as signifi cant renovation to existing 
buildings on the 22-acre campus. 

The Promenade will feature a 
fi tness center, swimming pool, fi ne 
dining, spa and beauty salon, wood-
working shop, scenic walking trails 
and landscaped gardens. Residents 
also will have priority access to on-
site assisted living, skilled nursing 
and memory support, if ever needed.

Since 1965, the Beatitudes Cam-
pus has offered older adults the op-
portunity to live in a faith-based 
community. It is a corporate member 
of the UCC’s Council for Health and 
Human Service Ministries, a coali-
tion of more than 350 UCC-related 
service ministries nationwide.

“The Beatitudes Campus has 

set the standard for senior living for 
more than four decades, as evidenced 
by the ongoing demand for the life-
style we offer,” said Peggy Mullan, 
president and CEO, in a press release. 
“Promenade is a continuation of our 
devotion to seniors and their life-
styles. Through the sense of commu-

nity, camaraderie and independence 
that residents will fi nd at Promenade, 
the Beatitudes Campus will continue 
to be at the forefront in senior hous-
ing in the Valley.”

LEARN MORE@
<promenadeatthebeatitudes.org>

UCC-related Beatitudes Campus begins $83-million senior living project
“Promenade is a 

continuation of our 
devotion to seniors 
and their lifestyles.”

— Peggy Mullan
Beatitudes CEO 

Artist’s rendering of the new complex which will include housing,  
a fi tness center, simming pool, spa and other senior amenities.
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By J. Bennett Guess

What began in 1914 as an 
annuity fund for Con-
gregational ministers is 

now branching out to service the 
employee benefi ts needs of UCC-
related health and human service 
ministries.

The UCC’s Pension Boards and 
the UCC’s Council for Health and 
Human Service Ministries are part-
nering to extend the Pension Boards 
reach into those agencies that once 
fended for themselves when it came 
to offering retirement and insurance 
plans for its employees.

Mike Downs, the Pension 
Boards’ chief executive offi cer, 
speaking at a March 3 workshop at 

CHHSM’s annual meeting in Louis-
ville, Ky., said increasing fi nancial 
pressures make it imperative that the 
church and its related institutions 
work together to maximize purchas-
ing power.

“Savings in church health costs 
mean less money is taken away from 
the church’s ministry and mission,” 
Downs said. “It’s found money. 
It’s money you don’t have to fund-
raise.”

The Pension Boards’ 23,000 
current members, as well as its buy-
ing partnerships with 18 diverse, ec-
umenical faith groups, enable UCC 
church workers and those employed 
at UCC-related institutions to obtain 
insurance coverage and purchase 
prescription drugs at much-better 

prices, Downs emphasized.
“The ultimate goal is to help 

small organizations to have the same 
purchasing power as larger ones.” 
Downs said. “How is it that an orga-
nization that has 50 employees, how 
can they buy prescription drugs as if 
they had 200,000 employees? We at 
the Pension Boards are a willing and 
viable partner to help you get this 
done.”

The Pension Boards offers em-

ployer-sponsored and personal-con-
tribution retirement plans, health 
plans, life insurance and disability 
plans, dental plans, fl exible spend-
ing account plans, and specialized 
employee communications.

UCC-related Brooklawn Child 
and Family Services, a CHHSM 
member with 200 employees in Lou-
isville, Ky., began offering its retire-
ment benefi ts through the UCC’s 
Pension Boards in late 2005.

“The fund costs that the indi-
vidual investments bear is much 
less,” Greg Cardwell-Copenhefer, 
Brooklawn’s chief operating offi cer, 
told United Church News. 

“We felt this was the most fi s-
cally responsible thing we could do 
for our employees, and it removed 
most of the management of the pro-
cess from our responsibility.”

CHHSM includes 81 corporate 
members that operate more than 350 
UCC-related programs and services 
nationwide.

LEARN MORE

<pbucc.org> 

<chhsm.org>

‘ULTIMATE GOAL IS TO HELP SMALL ORGANIZATIONS’

Pension Boards branching out to serve UCC-related institutions
SAVINGS IN CHURCH HEALTH COSTS mean less 

money is taken away from the church’s ministry 
and mission.”

 — Mike Downs, Pension Boards CEO
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Tell us about your mission post. 
I just fi nished three and a half 

years in Southern Africa address-
ing HIV/AIDS in South Africa, 
Botswana, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Zimbabwe, Lesotho, and Swazi-
land. I worked as an AIDS consul-
tant with the National Offi ce of the 
United Church of Christ of Southern 
Africa … helping to identify needs 
for services, start new programs, and 
strengthening those that were already 
in place to serve those infected with 
HIV and help those who weren’t stay 
that way. 

What brought you to the mission 
fi eld? 

I was working as minister of 
environmental justice for the UCC 
when I was called. I had had con-
versations with Julia Brown Karimu 
of Global Ministries for some time 
and, fi nally, it was time. I had not 

done missionary work outside of 
the U.S., but I knew the time was 
right. 

What was a typical day like? 
No day was typical. When I was 

in Johannesburg, I drove to work at 
a local offi ce building at 8:30 a.m. 
Every day began with worship and 
singing African songs. After that, 
anything was possible. In South Af-
rica, there is no concept of making 
appointments, so people simply ar-
rived and we met. I also spent time 
working directly with the people 
who are caring for and feeding 
people with HIV and AIDS. I vis-
ited rural towns and cities all over 
the southern part of the continent 
talking about how to treat and stem 
the spread of the disease that has 
attacked one in three people in Jo-
hannesburg and one in fi ve in South 
Africa. 

FASTCHAT
Missionary: ‘Africa is about beautiful people who share so much’
By Melissa Singer

As a fi rst-time missionary in Southern Africa, the Rev. Adora Iris Lee rose 
each day to face the plight of those suffering from AIDS and the devastat-
ing effects of the disease on friends and neighbors. Whether addressing 

the issues of education, prevention, and treatment from her offi ce or out in the fi eld, 
where she visited with and served AIDS victims personally, Lee’s calling brought 
her face to face with a faithful people in need. 

As leaders of the UCC and 
Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ), We join together 

to express our concern for the peo-
ple of Sudan. As Christians, we real-
ize that we must share in the respon-
sibility to protect human life. 

Since 2003, over 450,000 people 
have died and we mourn the unnec-
essary loss of so many lives. We de-
spair for the lives of over 2.5 million 
displaced Darfuris who are currently 

surviving in refugee camps.
The current actions of the Su-

danese government have created the 
abhorrent conditions under which 
the displaced must live because ac-
cess to humanitarian aid has been 
severely hampered. We fi nd uncon-
scionable, the raiding, pillaging and 
burning of villages and the rape, 
torture and other violent actions 
committed by the militia group, the 
Janjaweed.

This oppression and violence 
has moved the United Nations to 
call the situation in Darfur “the 
worst humanitarian crisis in the 
world today.”

We urge members of our two 
churches and all those who are com-
pelled to stand in solidarity with the 
people of the Sudan/Darfur to con-
tinue to pray, study and discern. We 
encourage action in all forms.

We fi rmly believe that 1 John 
3:18 is calling us to love not only in 
word or speech, but in truth and ac-
tion and that God’s spirit is calling 
for peace and justice on behalf of the 
people of Sudan/Darfur.

Sudan crisis: Churches ‘compelled’ to act more boldly
The following is an excerpt from an urgent pastoral letter from national leaders of the 
UCC and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) on March 7 regarding the ongoing 
crisis in Darfur/Sudan. The full text includes specifi c ways that congregations can 
get involved and can be found at <globalministries.org>.

I WANT TO BE ABOUT the business of women and 
the empowerment of girls.

— Adora Iris Lee

How have your experiences affected 
your worldview? 

I have always been an environ-
mentalist type. But now that I have 
seen and worked in the context of 
extreme poverty, I am more con-
scious of the world’s resources. I am 
more of a stickler about the out-of-
hand consumerism that is going on. 
I will not be counted in that number 
anymore. 

My faith was deepened by ob-
serving and living through the faith 
of others who have so little materi-
ally and so much spiritually. One 
of the really neat things is that they 
love Jesus. And, they mean it! When 
I fi rst arrived, more than one person 
told me that they knew I was coming 
because they prayed for me. There 
is so much that the global North can 
learn from the global South. 

What is the most important thing for 
UCC members to understand about 
Southern Africa? 

Africa is not about confl ict, war, 
disease, and ethnic fi ghting. It is about 
so much more. … It is about beautiful 
people who share so much even when 
they have so little. Africa is a place of 
diverse histories, deep faith, and liv-
ing culture. There is so much to learn 
from the people of Africa.

What was your biggest surprise? 
I did not realize how alive the 

ancient cultures were. But they are. 

<globalministries.org>

And they have internet cafes, too. It 
is an interesting mix. 

What do you see yourself doing ten 
years from now? 

Whatever I do, it will have a 
serving component. People will be 
touched. I want to be about the busi-
ness of women and the empowerment 
of girls. But, right now I am discern-
ing what to do next. I am listening to 
God to see where I am needed.



THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY GENERAL SYNOD at 
the Civic Center in Hartford, Conn., promises to be a memorable, meaningful 

experience for all. Here are some quick notes as you plan your trip this summer.

REGISTER EARLY
 Help us plan by registering ASAP. Go to <www.ucc.
org/synod> and click on “register online.” There are three 
registration categories:
 ■ $150 –– the full 5 days ($150)
 ■ $100 –– Friday, Saturday and Sunday, the primary 
50th Anniversary Celebration Days
 ■ $50 –– Saturday, June 23 only, Synod in the City 

FLYING TO SYNOD IS EASY ON THE WALLET
 Search for the most inexpensive fares. If that happens to be 
on Continental, use the UCC MeetingWorks code for General 
Synod and save up to 5 percent on published fares. Book your 
reservations online at <www.continental.com>. In the “offer 
code” box on the reservation page, enter: ZAZ2BTQE0Y.

WHERE TO STAY
 Plenty of hotel space remains in Synod-contracted hotels 
within a 20-minute shuttle ride. Specifi cally, try hotels in 
Farmington, Manchester, Cromwell, Rocky Hill, Glastonbury, 
East Hartford, and Vernon. For airport hotels, try Comfort 
Suites. Updated hotel information is available at <www.ucc.
org/synod>. Remember: Synod shuttles will take you to 
and from the Civic Center at no additional cost!

YOUTH GROUP ARRANGEMENTS
 The University of Hartford housing is exclusively for 
youth. In addition, meal plans exist for youth attending Synod.  
Sign up in the “sponsored meals” section of the registration 
page at <www.ucc.org/synod>. Youth leaders, go to <www.
ucc.org/youth> for more information on bringing youth groups 
to Synod. Also check the General Synod handbook, available 
for download at <www.ucc.org/synod>.

GETTING AROUND HARTFORD
 Airport Transportation: Airport hotels have shuttle 
service. To get from the airport to downtown, university 
housing or outlying hotels, make reservations by calling toll 
free, 1-800-789-7433, ext. 240, or online at <www.doublea.
com/airportshuttle>. The cost is $22.95. Shuttle service is 
available June 20, 21, 22 and 27. 
 Getting to and from outlying hotels and the Civic 
Center: Shuttle service from the hotels to the Civic Center 
will be provided beginning Thursday evening and running 
throughout Synod. Schedules will be posted in the hotels.

DIFFERENTLY ABLED PERSONS
 If you have special needs, especially mobility limitations,  
contact Karen Peiffer, 860-953-7105 or <revkarenlpeiffer@
sbcglobal.net>. If you are staying in an outlying hotel and 
need an accessible shuttle to and from the Civic Center, call 
Transportation Management Services toll free at 1-866-283-
6225 to make arrangements. The Civic Center is an arena. We 
will do everything we can to make it an accommodating site, but 
you can help by letting us know your needs as soon as possible. 

CHOW DOWN
 Sign up for UCC-related sponsored meals when you 
register. You can return to <www.ucc.org/synod> and add 
meals using your Synod confi rmation number. Box lunches 
for Synod in the City also can be ordered in the sponsored 
meal section of the Synod registration web page. Downtown 
restaurants will be open, there will be concessions in the Civic 
Center and, on Saturday, vendors will be available in the park. 

CHILD CARE/CHILDREN’S PROGRAM
 Synod in the City is designed for the young and young 
at heart! For information on child care and the children’s 
program during the other parts of Synod, contact the Rev. 
Marcia Eveland at <mcayusee@comcast.net>.

SERVICE PROJECTS HIGHLIGHT MONDAY
 General Synod service projects take place Monday 
morning, June 25. The projects are open to all Synod visitors, 
including youth. The cost is $15. Register online at <www.ucc.
org/synod>. There are three projects this year: 
 ■ Assembly of Teacher Appreciation Packets for area 
public school teachers. A PDF of materials needed for the 
packets is available at <www.ucc.org/synod>. Participants will 
visit schools in Hartford. 
 ■ Building repairs and maintenance at Peter’s Retreat, 
a residence for persons living with HIV/AIDS who might 
otherwise be homeless.
 ■ A neighborhood environmental and beautifi cation 
project on Hartford’s diverse west side.
 A Red Cross Blood Drive June 25-26 also will provide 
the opportunity to be of service in the Hartford community.

DON’T HAVE A COMPUTER?
 You can register for Synod by using any computer with 
an internet access –– check your local library or local church. 
If you still can’t fi nd access to a computer, contact your 
conference offi ce for assistance.

IMPORTANT INFO

UCC.ORG/SYNOD
Register, find a full, updated agenda, hotels lists 
and Synod in the City information, plus a copy of 
the resolutions and the Synod handbook. Check 
back to this site often for the latest updates!

UCC.ORG/50
Examine the 50 years timeline that juxtaposes 
UCC events with world events. Check out the 
latest information on our 50th anniversary year, 
and download the most recent Synod in the City 
planning information (see the resources link) 
that includes a who’s who of the guests sched-
uled to appear.

800.537.3394
Call toll free to order your:
 ■ Copy of the 
50th anniversary 
c o m m e m o r a -
tive publication, 
“UCC@50 our his-
tory, our future”
 ■ Copy of the 
50th anniversary 
DVD (comes com-
plete with study 
guide), “UCC@50 
yesterday’s vision-
aries, today’s voic-
es”
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J
ournalist BILL MOYERS, Harvard professor and 

theologian PETER GOMES, sustainable finance 

advocate MARIA OTERO, scientist RAY KURZ-

WEIL, theologian CHUNG HYUN KYUNG, artist

HE QI, peace activist RICARDO ESQUIVIA, Na-

tive American Olympic gold medalist BILLY MILLS,

musician RACHEL BARTON PINE, Rabbi NAAMAH 

KELMAN … what in the world do these diverse

persons have in common? They are AMONG 

THE DOZENS OF CONTEMPORARY THINKERS,

PERFORMERS AND COMMENTATORS from 

around the world who are part of the UCC’s 50th

anniversary celebration, Synod in the City. 

Excitement and wonder to fill Synod in the City

WHEN: JUNE 23
The day begins with 8:30 a.m. worship and ends with an inspirational evening program.

WHERE: DOWNTOWN HARTFORD
Hartford Civic Center (the main staging area for General Synod), the Civic Center Assembly 
Hall, Hilton Hotel Ballroom, Crown Plaza Hotel Ballroom, Christ Church sanctuary and au-
ditorium, 960 Main Street atrium and lower level foyer, Capitol College auditorium, Center 
Church, and Bushnell Park.

GETTING THERE
Venues are within a two-block radius of the Civic Center, so the event will easily be navigated 
by foot. Shuttle buses will be available for older persons and those with differing abilities.

WHO CAN ATTEND: EVERYBODY! 
Synod in the City is open to all. Register for the entire General Synod, the weekend, or just 
Saturday’s Synod in the City (see the previous page). Public admission to Synod in the City 
is $50. Children under 12 will be admitted free.

HOW WILL I FIND EVERYTHING?
NOT TO WORRY –– We’ll have a complete Synod in the City guide for you that lists who 
will be appearing in which venue and when. But there is one thing we can’t help with ... 
picking and choosing what to attend!

WHAT ABOUT OUR ACTUAL ANNIVERSARY, JUNE 24?
Synod in the City is part of an entire weekend of festivities, culminating in a special 50th 

Celebrate our history, envision the future:
UCC resources hold treasured memories

From all walks of life, they’re coming to General Synod!

Bill Moyers,
Award-Winning

Journalist

Maria Otero,
Sustainable 
Microfinance

Peter J. Gomes,
Harvard Divinity

Professor

John Hockenberry,
Award-Winning

Journalist

Elaine M. Brown,
VP, Creative

Markets, HBO

He Qi,
Christian Artist

Leonard Pitts Jr.
Award-Winning

Journalist

danah boyd
Networked So-

cial Media Expert

Ray Kurzweil,
Scientist, Expert 

on Artificial
Intelligence

Ricardo Esquivia,
Peace Builder

Rabbi Naamah
Kelman,

First Woman Rabbi 
in Israel

Lynn Redgrave, 
Award Winning 
Actress, Breast 

Cancer Survivor

Journalists and athletes, ministers and artists, activists and actors ... most will be part of the day-long Synod 
in the City. A few are addressing the plenary on other days. HERE ARE JUST A FEW:

 How will you remember our anniver-
sary year? 
 Three new resources will help you 
celebrate now, and will serve as faithful re-
minders tomorrow.

UCC@50 yesterday’s visionaries, to-
day’s voices This is a two-part DVD that 
celebrates the rich history of the United 

Church of Christ and looks with joy at the 
future of our beloved denomination. 
 Part I is a virtual tour of well-known 
and hidden stories of our past with guide 
“Hans, the Answer Guy.” 
 Part II follows a diverse group of 
young adult UCC members as they discuss 
current realities, as well as their dreams and 
hopes for the next 50 years. $19.95, plus 
shipping and handling. Includes a study 
guide for groups.

UCC@50 our history, our future This 
96-page commemorative publication is a 
stunning companion to the 50th anniver-
sary DVD. Edited by J. Martin Bailey and 
W. Evan Golder, this limited edition book 
tells the UCC’s story through compelling 
images and narrative. $6.95 each, plus s&h. 
Bulk pricing available.

Shine, God’s People An thought-pro-
voking guide, edited by Sidney Fowler, that 
provides background and discussion ideas 
for leading UCC study and discernment 
groups in local congregations. $5 each, plus 
s&h.

To order call UCC Resources, toll free, at 
800.537.3394.

anniversary worship service June 24 at 3 p.m. The service will feature a massed choir of 
Synod attendees and area churches. The Rev. John H. Thomas, UCC general minister and 
president, will preach, and Holy Communion will be celebrated. Worship is open to all 
–– including those not registered for Synod.

WHAT OTHER PROMINENT PEOPLE ARE SPEAKING AT SYNOD?
In addition to the Synod in the City speakers and performers, Synod will host three other 
special guests. 
 Children’s Defense Fund founder MARIAN WRIGHT EDELMAN keynotes Mon-
day, June 25. Acclaimed actress and UCC member LYNN REDGRAVE addresses plenary 
Tuesday, June 26. Singer and songwriter KEN MEDEMA performs June 25-26.

INFORMATIONAL SUPPLEMENT
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EMPLOYMENT

PASTOR—Historic, well-respected, two-
church UCC charge in Woodstock (Northern 
Shenandoah Valley), Virginia with total 
Sunday attendance about 150, seeks en-
thusiastic and caring pastor to grow our 
churches in a friendly, welcoming way. Multi-
generational congregations want to expand 
youth ministry, advance local missions and 
build on outstanding music program. These 
well-grounded churches have had only two 
ministers in the last 25 years. Please send 
profi le or contact search committee secre-
tary: <ellen@narrowpassage.com>.

DIVERSE, CENTENNIAL CHURCH in a 
historic suburb of Chicago seeks a PAS-
TOR who can inspire us in living our faith, 
developing new ways to serve the com-
munity around us and spreading the Good 
news of Jesus Christ. For further information 
or to send profi le, please contact the Rev. 
Michael Denton, Association Co-Minister 
of Chicago Metropolitan Association,
Illinois Conference, United Church of Christ;
revdenton@yahoo.com; 312/939-5918.

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES, 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC, HUD-
SON, OHIO. The ideal candidate is a “youth 
magnet” who relates well and connects 
with youth. He/she is: experienced and 
able to guide our youth (6th-grade and 
up) in their faith journey; able to develop 

and lead exciting fellowship, service, wor-
ship, and missions programs; an open and 
nonjudgmental counselor; organized and 
an excellent communicator. There also 
are many opportunities to be involved in 
the broader life of our vibrant church. An 
ordained minister or ordainable person is 
preferred but not required. This is a full-time 
position with competitive compensation. Our 
congregation consists of over 1,000 pro-
fessional, family-focused members. While 
mainstream, we embrace a wide range of 
theologies. Our historic church combines 
New England fl avor with Midwest values. 
Contact <ydsearch@hudsonucc.org>; or 
Youth Director Search, 47 Aurora Street, 
Hudson, OH 44236.

BULLETIN BOARD

RESOURCES
IF YOU’RE CURRENTLY STRUGGLING 
with your fi nances, health or praying for 
a better lifestyle, your prayers can be 
answered by checking out the best home 
based business ever. Call Merrily 402/439-
2657.

MENTAL ILLNESS NETWORK: Visit our 
Websites: <min-ucc.org> and <pathways 
2promise.org>; email: <bob.dell@ecunet.
org> or <bryancrousore@hotmail.com>; 
phone (toll free) 866/822-8224, ext. 3838.

WWW.EGIVE-USA.COM — Good steward-
ship made easy! Please call or email us for 
a free brochure; 866/303.6623; <brad@
egive-usa.com>.

GOD IS STILL LAUGHING I & II: Re-
vised Heidelberg Catechism Joke Book 
and Aid; $8 plus $1 S&H each. For 
info, see web page <home.comcast.
net/~fcba>.

SEEKING DIRECTION? Find a spiritual 
director anywhere in the world. Learn about 
spiritual direction. Learn what to ask a spiri-
tual director. <sdiworld.org>. 

MYSTERY DINNER FUND RAISERS 
— Raise funds, have fun, share fellowship: 
Wesleyan Thespian Mystery Dinner Kits. 
Contact 781/837-6457 for more informa-
tion.

RETREAT
BOUND FOR BOSTON? Stay at historic 
Walker Center. Ideal for Group Accommo-
dations or B& B. Easy commute to down-
town/airport. Phone 617/969.3919; email 
<Reservations@walkerctr.org>; <walkerctr.
org>. 

RETIRE TO SCENIC BRISTOL VILLAGE 
in Southern Ohio. Safe, affordable, friendly, 
small-town retirement living. Best retire-
ment value in the nation. Enjoy the four 
seasons in a faith-based community offering 

a full continuum of care. Check us out at
<bristolvillage.org>; email <kjones@ncrccd.
org> or <lbower@ncrccd.org>; 800/223-
9766. Owned and managed by National 
Church Residences. 

THINKING ABOUT RETIREMENT? Try 
<pilgrimplace.org> a vibrant community of 
“retired” Christian professionals still dedi-
cated to faith, service and pursuing their 
concerns for a more peaceful, just world.

BROADWAY UCC, an Open and Affi rming 
Church, welcomes you to New York City and 
our 5 p.m. Sunday worship at Broadway and 
93rd St. <bwayucc.org>.

THE MANDALA CENTER, an ecumenical 
retreat center located in northeastern New 
Mexico, offers reasonable rates, excellent 
food and a beautiful environment for your 
personal retreat or small group event. 
Upcoming programs include Glorified 
in Body with Bede Bidlack, founder and 
director of Still Mountain T’ai Chi Center, 
Fri.-Sun., June 1-3; A Family Weekend: In 
Honor of Fathers, Fri.-Sun., June 15-17; 
Praying from the Heart~Praying with the 
Body, a centering prayer, prayerful move-
ment and devotional chant weekend with 
Susan Rush, coordinator of Contemplative 
Outreach of New Mexico, and Jim Reale, 
teacher of contemplative practice and 
composer of beautiful chants, Wed.-Sun., 
June 20-24; Called to Cherish the Earth: An 

Invitation, with Patricia Sablatura, licensed 
professional counselor with a focus on the 
integration of spirituality, ecology and psy-
chology, and Jim Banks, psychotherapist, 
founder of Archetypal Group Consultants, 
and licensed lay preacher, Fri.-Sun., June 
29-July 1; a Taizé Weekend for High School 
Youth Groups, with the Rev. Brad Berglund 
and Julia Brumbaugh, Fri.-Sun., July 13-15, 
and A Micaceous Clay Pottery Workshop 
with Jicarilla Apache artist and potter, Shel-
den Nuñez-Velarde, Sun.-Sat., July 22-28. 
Call 505/278 3002 or visit our website at
<mandalacenter.org> for more information.

HEART’S REST: Individual and small group 
retreats with the Revs. George Meier and 
Dr. Therese DesCamp. Leadership and 
team-building, discernment, coaching, 
and healing prayer, taught in the heart of 
the Kootenay Mountains or onsite with 
your congregation. Private sabbatical 
space available. Phone 250/358-7904 or 
831/236-8422.

2007 TOURS OF WWII SITES: Visit France 
(Normandy), Luxembourg, Belgium (Battle 
of the Bulge) and Germany (Concentration 
Camp-Buchenwald) and more! Two de-
partures: June 4 and August 25. Escorted 
by WWII veteran Dr.Ranney and wife Vi, 
UCC members in Yankton, S.D. Everyone 
welcome on these tours! Call for brochures: 
605/665-3596; email <viranney@mchsi.
com>.

Online registration at <ucc.org/synod>

Contact Connie Larkman at <larkmanc@ucc.org> or 866/822-8224 ext. 2196 for display and Marketplace (classifi ed) advertising.
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REMEMBERED
The Rev. Paul Minear, a renowned biblical 
scholar, died Feb. 22 at age 101. Author of 
more than 25 books and a key translator 
of the Revised Standard Version and New 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible, he 
was a professor at Yale Divinity School and 
UCC-related Andover Newton Theological 
School. Minear’s ashes will be interred in 
the memorial garden at First Congrega-
tional UCC in Guilford, Conn., where he 
was an active member. Survivors include 
his wife of nearly 80 years, Gladys, and 
three children.

MEMORIALIZED
The Rev. B. Davie Napier, a UCC minister, 
civil rights activist and former president of 
UCC-related Pacifi c School of Religion, 
died on Feb. 24 at age 91. A former pro-
fessor at Yale Divinity School, he later was 
dean of the chapel and professor of religion 
at Stanford University, where he was ac-
tive in the anti-war movement and joined 
others in blocking an entrance to a military 
recruitment offi ce. Since retirement from 
PSR, he was a resident of UCC-related 
Pilgrim Place in Claremont, Calif., where 
he remained active in justice advocacy. 
Son of missionary parents, Napier became 
a “revered professor,” according to current 
YDS Dean Harold Attridge.

 
COMMISSIONED
A class of seven diakonal ministers — the 
most recent graduates of the Faith-Based 
Leadership Institute of the UCC’s Council 
for Health and Human Service Ministries 
— were recognized on March 3 at St. 
Andrews UCC in Louisville, Ky., during 
CHHSM’s 69th annual meeting. Those 

commissioned after completing the year-
long service-based continuing education 
program were Mike Readinger, CHHSM’s 
vice president for business services; Brian 
Magnone, UCC-related Retirement Hous-
ing Foundation; Mona Price-Huffman, 
UCC-related United Church Homes and 
Services, Newton, N.C.; John Garrett, 
UCC-related Peppermint Ridge, Corona, 
Calif.; Judy Alexander, UCC-related Em-
maus Homes, Inc., St. Charles, Mo.; John 
Zinn, UCC-related Hoffman Homes for 
Youth, Gettysburg, Pa.; and Gayle Klopp, 
UCC-related Charles Hall Youth Services, 
Bismarck, N.D.

HONORED
The UCC’s Council for Health and Human 
Service Ministries recognized several 
persons and programs during its annual 
meeting, March 1-4, in Louisville, Ky.  
Honorees included the Rev. David Taylor, 
board member, UCC-related Back Bay 
Mission in Biloxi, Miss. (Faithful Trustee 
Award); Ada “Sissy” Minor, an employee 
at UCC-related Good Samaritan Home 
in Evansville, Ind. (St. Stephen Award); 
Elinore Gold, a volunteer at UCC-related 
Phoebe Richland Health Care Center in 
Pennsylvania (Towel and Basin Award); 
and the Bridgeways Renewal Project at 
UCC-related Phoebe Home Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center in Allentown, Pa. 
(Exemplary Program Award).

The Julius Varwig Award, presented 
in partnership with the UCC Professional 
Chaplains and Counselors, honors the 
work of exemplary UCC chaplains. The 
2007 recipient is the Rev. DeLois Brown-
Daniels of UCC-related Advocate Health 
Care in Chicago.

CLERGY DEATHS
Adams, John L., 88, 12/13/2006
Bebler, Reuben E., 82, 9/18/2006
Bennett, James R., 95, 1/28/2007
Brady, Dewitt J., 82, 1/22/2007
Brown, Lester D., 80, 1/13/2007
Campbell, Kenneth B., 70, 1/5/2007
Carrington-Benjamin, Dorothy, 66, 
   12/27/2006
Chitty, James W., 89, 1/14/2007
Dahlstrom, Paul T., 88, 2/4/2007
Detwiler, Laurin E., 86, 1/9/2007
Dukelow, Howard B., 87, 12/4/2006 
Dunnewold, Lawrence J., 76, 1/28/2007
Grow, Roger D., 85, 1/23/2007
Harbach, Barry G., 64, 2/15/2007
Hemlich, Hartland H., 82, 1/28/2007
Hoffman, George H., 82, 2/11/2007

The Rev. José A. Malayang, a veteran UCC 
leader and passionate encourager of local 
churches, has announced his retirement, ef-
fective late November.

Since 1999, Malayang has served as a 
member of the UCC’s fi ve-person Collegium 
of Offi cers and as executive minister of the 
UCC’s Local Church Ministries, which he led 
into creation as part of the national restructure 
inaugurated in July 2000.

“It is not an easy decision for me to make 
because serving the UCC, and Local Church 
Ministries in particular, gives me a genuine 
sense of fulfi llment and, yes, joy,” he wrote in 
a Feb. 22 announcement.

This year marks Malayang’s 45th ordina-
tion anniversary and his 47th consecutive year 
of ministerial service. Ordained in the United 
Church of Christ in the Philippines, Malayang 
spent nearly three decades as a local church 
pastor, serving both small and large congrega-
tions in the Philippines and in Michigan.

He later served as staff of the Southern 
California – Nevada Conference and with the 

former Offi ce for Church Life and Leadership. 
He also was general secretary for the division 
of evangelism and local church development, 

an agency of the former United Church Board 
for Homeland Ministries.

Malayang earned a B.Th. degree from 
Silliman University in the Philippines, a B.A. 
from the University of the Philippines and 
a M.Ed. from Wayne State University in 
Detroit.

“Joe’s long career demonstrates a deep 
faith in God and a joyful love for Christ’s 
mission and Christ’s church,” said General 
Minister and President John H. Thomas. “In 
every setting where Joe has served, he has 
witnessed to a great passion for the ministry of 
the local church and I am grateful for the many 

ways he has 
strengthened our 
congregations 

and encouraged 
our pastors and 
lay leaders.”

In consulta-
tion with Thomas, LCM’s board of directors is 
responsible for selecting Malayang’s succes-
sor, through a search and call process. That 
decision also must be affi rmed by the 90-
member Executive Council, which acts as the 
General Synod ad interim. Although unlikely, if 
a candidate for the offi ce was named before 
General Synod in June, then the delegates 
at Synod, not the Executive Council, would 
formally elect LCM’s new leader.

MALAYANG, LCM EXECUTIVE, TO RETIRE IN NOVEMBER

PASTORAL CHANGES
Alger, Dennis to Zion UCC, Gresham, OR
Boda-Mercer, David. K. Haworth, N.J. to St. Peter’s UCC in Kiel, Wis.
Bruce, Kevin to All Peoples UCC, Bend, OR
Burt, Steven E. Waitsfi eld, VT to First Cong. UCC, Lyme, CT
Butterfi eld, Robert to interim, Union Memorial UCC, Milford, IA
Calderon, Dan Arcadia, CA to Community UCC, Fontana, CA
Conley, Jim Newton Center, MA to West Cong. UCC, Taunton, MA 
Fernandez, Guillermo to El Buen Pastor Mexican, Pamona, CA
Halverson, Sarah Murrieta, CA to Fairview Community UCC, Costa Mesa, CA
Hawley, William W. New Preston, CT to First Cong. UCC, Plymouth, CT
Horton-Gapay, Angela to Cong. UCC, Forest Grove, OR
Larson, Bruce Jefferson, OH to Kensington Community UCC, San Diego, CA
McCutcheon, Michael R. to interim, Park Circle Presbyterian, North Charleston, S.C.
Miner, Heather Long Beach, CA to Community Cong. UCC, Corona del Mar, CA
Moerdyk, Ruth to Congregation for Reconciliation UCC, Dayton, OH
Perry, Jacqueline Bloomfi eld, IA to First Cong. UCC, Moline, IL
Rycraft, Lon to interim, St. Johns UCC, Tillamook, OR
Ryder, Diane G. to Community UCC, Tehachapi, CA
Strandt, Lynn to First Cong. UCC, Mankato, MN
Ubben, Victoria S. Michigan City, IN to First Christian, Valparaiso, IN
Van Gulden, Derek P. Brookfi eld, VT to Union UCC, East Bridgewater, MA
Waters, Richard to Emerson Cong. UCC, Richfi eld, Minn.
Wobschall, Carla J. Mankato, MN to St. John’s UCC, Powhatan Point, OH
Worcester, Sara G to Wilson Cong. UCC, Windsor, CT 

Information on pastoral changes provided by the UCC’s Parish Life and Leadership Ministry.

Hotchkiss, Wesley A., 88, 1/7/2007
Huntley, Larry, 82, 1/10/2007
Loccock, Robert E., 91, 1/12/2007
Maedche, Melmut V., 80, 12/31/2006
Middaugh, Norman C., 84, 12/25/2006
Morrison, Robert D., 87, 2/7/2007
Mueller, Robert C., 90, 1/30/2007
Riesch, Louis, 81, 1/8/2007
Ringer, Lester L., 77, 12/17/2006
Roth, Jeffrey L., 49, 2/6/2007
Sandrock, Alfred G., 85, 2/14/2007
Shoffner, Terrell M., 97, 12/19/2006
Sywenki, Merrill W., 69, 1/30/2007
Szilagyi, Anthony, 58, 2/9/2007
Tyson, Daniel C., 79, 1/9/2007
Ulrich, Reinhard, 77, 1/11/2007
Wilbur, Edgar E., 73, 1/28/2007

Information on clergy deaths is provided by the UCC’s Pension Boards.

Malayang

“Joe’s long career demonstrates a deep faith 
in God and a joyful love for Christ’s mission and 

Christ’s church.”

— John H. Thomas




