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n extravagant welcome — 
that’s what we hope all our 
churches offer. No bouncers 
at the door, no ejector seats; 
instead, a warm and genuine 
Christian greeting.

How does the biblical vir-
tue of hospitality translate into every day 
life where you are? The church where I 
am a member, Archwood UCC in Cleve-

land, is one of the most welcoming churches I have encountered 
and one of the most racially and economically diverse.

My fi rst Sunday there I met a family that had adopted a num-
ber of children of various racial and ethnic backgrounds. They also 
sponsor a child through Global Ministries’ Child Sponsorship pro-
gram and volunteered at UCC-related Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, 
Miss., the summer before hurricane Katrina hit.

At Archwood UCC, homeless people are truly welcomed. Per-
sons with emotional or mental disabilities are given the microphone 
during prayer time to lift their concerns to God. A meal is served after 
worship that may provide the most nutritious food some of our mem-
bers eat all week. An extravagant welcome!

Contrast any welcoming local church with the municipalities and 
states in our country that have recently voted to close their doors to 
undocumented immigrants, Many are passing laws to make it illegal 
to rent an apartment to a family without proper papers or to transport 
a sick person to a hospital if that person is undocumented.

How hospitable are we? 
Will your local church offer to 
sponsor a refugee family who 
has fl ed Iraq? Will we speak up 
for immigrant rights?

In June, the UCC’s General 
Synod was petitioned by three 
different Conferences (Central 
Atlantic, Illinois and Southern California-Nevada) to pass a resolu-
tion calling for a more humane U.S. immigration policy.

Do you know what’s been called “The Ultimate Immigration 
Handbook”? The Bible. It is a virtual compendium of stories about 
immigrants and refugees: Jesus, David, Moses, Paul.

In the Hebrew scriptures, Joseph was a victim of what we now call 
“human traffi cking,” when people are transported, against their will 
or unknowingly, to other countries to work in slavery-like conditions 
or as sex workers. Baby Moses, who today would be considered an 
“unaccompanied alien child” and sent to a juvenile detention center, 
was protected and loved by Pharoah’s daughter. He grew up to lead the 
Hebrew people out of Egypt to escape unjust working conditions and 
terrible poverty. Centuries later, according to the New Testament, the 
holy family fl ed to Egypt to avoid living under a murderous tyrant. 

Along with others in Church World Service, the UCC — with 
support from the UCC’s One Great Hour of Sharing offering — 
has joined in resettling nearly 500,000 refugees in the United States 
during the past 50 years.

Sponsoring a refugee family can be a transformational, faith-
deepening experience for a local church.

Helen Fitzgerald, a member of a small UCC church in North Barn-
stead, N.H., wrote recently about a resettled family from Burundi. “To 
[work with a refugee] family is to know and be affected personally by 
the enormous impact of injustice in our world today. …and, I have much 
to learn from them about friendship, faith, optimism and gratitude.”

Helen would probably echo Hebrews 13:2: “Do not neglect to 
show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have enter-
tained angels without knowing it.”

The Rev. Cally Rogers-Witte is executive minister of Wider Church Ministries, co-
executive of UCC/Disciples’ Global Ministries, and a member of the UCC’s fi ve-person 
Collegium of Offi cers.

LEARN MORE@
<UCC.ORG/SYNOD/RESOLUTIONS/>, <UCC.ORG/REFUGEES>,
<UCC.ORG/OGHS> AND <GLOBALMINISTRIES.ORG> 

Refugee resettlement 
is biblical imperative, 
faith-fi lled hospitality

Cally Rogers-Witte

FROM THE
COL LEGIUM

Do you know what’s 
been called ‘The Ultimate 
Immigration Handbook’? 
The Bible.”

ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND SIGNATURES
UCC members not only have been passing offering plates 

during September, but also have been circulating petitions in 
an unprecedented effort to gather 100,000 signatures in sup-
port of a church-wide pastoral statement opposing the war 
in Iraq.

The 700-word “Pastoral Letter on the Iraq War,” which calls 
for the war’s end, was fi rst presented in June at General Synod 
26 by the UCC’s fi ve-person Collegium of Offi cers. The letter 
has been endorsed by all Conference Ministers and Seminary 
Presidents.

Church leaders are hoping to gather 100,000 endorsing 
signatures to the statement before the fi rst week of October, 
at which time the Rev. John H. Thomas, general minister and 
president, will travel to Washington, D.C., on Oct. 10 to pres-
ent the statement and signatures to leaders of Congress and 
members of the Bush Administration.

“It’s going to take a signifi cant amount of work for all of us 
to reach the goal of 100,000 signatures before the beginning of 
October,” Thomas said. “But I believe the enthusiasm for the 
Pastoral Letter that we witnessed at General Synod demon-
strates the deep concern about this war that exists across our 
church.”

Get involved in the campaign at <ucc.org/100Kforpeace>.

UCC DOES ‘BELIEVE’
On Aug. 22, the UCC was the focus of the weekly “I Be-

lieve” program, seen on many PBS television stations.
“I Believe” is a half-hour, 26-part series that provides an 

in-depth look at various faith traditions and different houses of 
worship. Hosted by veteran television host Dennis Wholey, the 
show offers one-on-one interviews with religious leaders.

The UCC segment included taping at the UCC Church 
House in Cleveland and at Cleveland’s Euclid Avenue Con-
gregational UCC.

Wholey, who is Roman Catholic, said he was inspired to 
create “I Believe” one Sunday when he drove past a Protestant 
church with a full parking lot and wondered, “What goes on in 
there; what do those people believe?”

“The goal of ‘I Believe’ is not to create controversy or prac-
tice ‘gotcha’ journalism but to learn about different religions and 
faiths,” Wholey said. “In America’s rapidly changing culture, it’s 
not enough to tolerate diversity; we need to actively seek to 
learn and respect the way other people live, what they believe, 
and how they worship.”

Learn more at <ibelieve-tv.com>.

NEIGHBORS STILL IN NEED
The UCC’s Neighbors in Need special mission offering will 

be received in most UCC churches on World Communion Sun-
day, Oct. 7. NIN helps undergird ministries of justice and com-
passion thoughout the United States.

One-third supports the Council for American Indian Min-
istry. CAIM, the voice for American Indian people in the UCC, 
provides Christian ministry and witness to American Indians 
and to the wider church.

Historically, the forebears of the UCC established churches 
and worked with Lakota, Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, 
Arickara, and Hocak in North and South Dakota, Wisconsin and 
northern Nebraska. Today there are 20 UCC congregations on 
reservations and one urban, multi-tribal UCC congregation in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Two-thirds of NIN is used by the UCC’s Justice and Wit-
ness Ministries to support a variety of justice initiatives, advo-
cacy efforts and direct service projects.

Information and promotional materials are available at 
<ucc.org/nin>. Online contributions can be made at <ucc.org/
make-a-gift>.

PEACE BUBBLE STILL BUBBLING
As of Sept. 16, the UCC-supported Peace Bubble crew has 

traveled 39,004 road miles and made 140 stops since Jan. 1,
including General Synod 26 in Hartford, Conn.

The peace caravan, headed by UCC minister and musician, 
the Rev. Jerry Leggett, is criss-crossing the United States, sing-
ing out for peace daily at noon, and asking people to refl ect on 
the question, “What would peace look like?”

To date, The Peace Bubble has produced 116 videocasts 
that have been viewed some 43,100 times at <youtube.com>.

Invite the Peace Bubble to your church or offer your encour-
agement at <peacebubble.org>.

CHRISTIAN CONVERSION CONDUCT
The World Evangelical Alliance appears ready to join the 

World Council of Churches and the Vatican in supporting a 
“code of conduct” to guide activities seeking converts to Chris-
tianity.

The Rev. Geoff Tunnicliffe, WEA general secretary, gave 
his “full approval” in early August to the evangelical organiza-
tion’s involvement in the process so far sponsored by the WCC 
and the Vatican, said the Rev. Thomas Schirrmacher, head of 
the WEA’s International Institute for Religious Freedom.

The WEA is an association of organizations and churches 
with a membership of some 420 million Christians worldwide.

At an Aug. 8-12 consultation in Toulouse, France, some 30 
Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant, Pentecostal and Evangelical 
theologians and church leaders from Europe, Asia, Africa and 
the United States gathered to outline the content of the code of 
conduct, which is expected to be fi nalized by 2010.

The code of conduct as a tool to ensure the mutual respect 
of those who are engaged in a religion while at the same time 
preserving the right to spread and explain one’s faith.

The Rev. Tony Richie of the Church of God, a U.S.-based 
Pentecostal denomination, said the code of conduct is not 
about “whether” Christians evangelize, but “how” they do it. 
He advocated a “dialogical evangelism,” ecumenically oriented 
and marked by an ethical approach.

“Religious preachers need to be told that no religion has a 
monopoly on the truth, that there are many ways to fi nd salva-
tion,” said the Rev. Hermen Shastri, general secretary of the 
Council of Churches of Malaysia.

None of the partners involved intend — nor have the means 
— to impose the code of conduct on their constituencies, but 
they all trust that it will be able to “impact hearts and minds” and 
allow for “moral and peer pressure,” explained one proponent.
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For anti-gay reasons, Brotherhood Mutual refuses coverage quote to UCC church

Minister fasts for debt cancellation
A UCC minister started a six-week fast on 

Sept. 6 to draw greater attention to the need for 
debt cancellation for desperately poor nations.

The Rev. David Duncombe, a retired campus 
minister and social activist who lives in White 
Salmon, Wash., will be fasting, praying and lob-
bying in Washington, D.C., during all six weeks 
of the fast, in association with Jubilee USA.

Duncombe expects to continue his fast until 
Oct. 15. Others are invited to join in prayerfully sup-
porting his efforts by visiting <canceldebtfast.org>.

It’s the third time that Duncombe has en-
gaged in fasts to increase public pressure for 
Congressional authorization of $435 million in 
forgiveness of debt owed by struggling, impov-
erished nations. In 1999 and 2000, Duncombe 
undertook separate 45-day fasts.

“If my fast goes like my previous two ex-
tended fasts for debt cancellation in Washing-
ton, its effectiveness will depend not so much 
on what I say on my offi ce visits, but on what 
is said by the fast itself — the day-to-day si-
lent witness of a body growing visibly weaker,” 
Duncombe wrote in blog post for Sojourners.

On Sept. 6, the fi rst day of his most-recent 
fast, Duncombe was joined in Washington, 
D.C., by the Rev. John H. Thomas, the UCC’s 
general minister and president. Together, the 

two, along with others, visited the offi ces of 
Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.), Sen. Robert Casey 
(D-Pa.), Rep. Christopher Shays (R-Conn.), 
and Rep. Jim Kirk (R-Ill.) to ask for greater 
support for the debt-forgiveness effort.

“David’s courageous witness is help-
ing to draw attention to a pressing issue that 
keeps getting bumped from the front pages of 
our newspapers, but remains paramount if the 
world’s impoverished nations and people are 
ever to enjoy the promise of economic justice,” 
Thomas told United Church News.

“This is an issue that enjoys broad support 
from the religious community — mainline Prot-
estants, evangelical, Orthodox, Roman Catho-
lic, Jewish — and we told member of Congress, 
when we visited, that this was an opportunity to 
support something that’s not divisive, but will 
do great good,” Thomas said.

On Oct. 16, Duncombe and others break the 
fast with a prayer breakfast on Capitol Hill, led by 
religious and political leaders, followed by lobby 
training for grassroots debt cancellation advocates 
from across the United States, in preparation for 
Jubilee USA’s national lobby day on Oct. 17.

LEARN MORE@
<CANCELDEBTFAST.ORG>

By J. Bennett Guess

A major insurance company that sought out 
business from a local United Church of Christ 
congregation in Michigan has refused to even 
provide a quote for coverage because it learned 
the church’s denomination supported same-
gender marriage equality and the ordination of 
gay clergy.

Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company, 
based in Fort Wayne, Ind., told West Adrian 
UCC in Adrian, Mich., that its denomination’s 
gay-affi rming stances made it a “higher risk” 
for property and liability insurance.

“Our company’s decision to not submit a 
quote to your organization arose out of infor-
mation that was supplied in a supplemental 
application, indicating that your organization 
‘publicly endorses or practices the marriage 
of same-sex couples’ and ‘publicly endorses 
or practices the ordination of the homosexual 

clergy,’” wrote Marci J. Fretz, a regional un-
derwriter for Brotherhood Mutual, in a July 30 
letter to the church.

Ironically, the church was fully insured 
by another company, and happily so, but was 
sought out by a local agent of Brotherhood Mu-
tual who asked to provide the church a quote 
and then, subsequently, refused to do so.

“I think Brotherhood Mutual’s action is one 
worth noting,” wrote the Rev. John W. Kottke 
in an Aug. 13 letter to the Rev. Kent J. Ulery, 
the UCC’s Michigan Conference Minister, “if 
for the sake of warning other churches in our 
Conference that such prejudice exists within 
certain sectors of the business community.”

Founded in 1917, Brotherhood Mutual 
claims to be one of the nation’s leading insurers 
of churches and related ministries. It provides 
insurance to 30,000 congregations in 29 states 
and the District of Columbia.

“[Brotherhood Mutual has] an obligation to 

serve as stewards of our policyholder’s funds, 
and to avoid knowingly insuring organizations 
that are at higher risk of loss based on the con-
troversial positions that they have taken,” the 
company wrote to the church.

Cathy Green, president and CEO of the 
UCC Insurance Board, which insures about 
2,600 UCC and Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) congregations, says Brotherhood Mu-
tual is one of its “key competitors.”

In contrast to Brotherhood Mutual, Green 
says, one of UCCIB’s core values is inclusiv-
ity.

“All UCC and Disciples churches are eli-
gible to receive our services without prejudice 
to a denominational or congregational position 
on being open and affi rming or on being a con-
gregation with a wide diversity of leadership 
membership,” Green said. “We give our best 
efforts to every church every time.”

West Adrian UCC, founded in 1836, has 

about 100 members. It is not listed among the 
nearly 700 UCC churches that have publicly 
adopted an “open and affi rming “ position with 
regard to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
persons.

“I do not believe this company represents 
the mainstream of insurance providers, but it is 
good to be aware of how our church’s faith per-
spectives can be misjudged,” the church’s pas-
tor said. “I hope that none of our churches are 
drawn into dealings with this company.”

The Golden Gate Association ordained the 
UCC’s fi rst gay clergyperson, the Rev. William 
R. Johnson, in 1972. In 2005, when General 
Synod affi rmed same-gender marriage equality, 
the UCC became the fi rst and largest mainline 
Christian denomination to do so.

LEARN MORE@
<INSURANCEBOARD.ORG>
<BROTHERHOODMUTUAL.COM>

By Barb Powell

Culminating a year of big-time, church-
wide celebrations, the UCC will close its 50th 
anniversary observance with an exuberant year-
in-review webcast at <ucc.org>.

Set for All Saints Sunday, Nov. 4, at 7 p.m. 
(ET), the 20-minute webstreaming event will be 
the second occasion within 12 months when UCC 
members have been encouraged to gather online.

A year ago, an interactive webstreaming 
event brought together thousands — virtually, but 
in real time — to launch the golden-year jubilee.

“We feel it’s important that we mark the closing 
of this milestone year in a signifi cant way,” says the 
Rev. J. Bennett Guess, the UCC’s acting director of 
communications. “And it’s also important that we 
take a look back at the tremendous events, projects 
and resources that helped us remember and honor 
the 1957 union that brought the UCC into being.”

Beyond simply reviewing the past year, 
Guess says, the hope is that the online program 

will inspire churches and members to look for-
ward to its 51st year.

In addition to the webstreaming portion of the 
program, an interactive photo mosaic will show-
case how local congregations leveraged their cre-
ativity to recognize the UCC’s 50th anniversary 
year in signifi cant ways. Photos that showcase lo-
cal churches’ work in mission or evangelism can 
be emailed in advance to <photos@ucc.org>.

During the webcast, viewers will be able to 
contribute and read short refl ections on how the 
50th anniversary celebrations, including General 
Synod, impacted them and their local church.

Conferences, Associations and local 
churches may want to use the webcast as an oc-
casion to gather in their respective settings to 
watch communally, Guess says.

“But you can also decide to simply participate 
from your personal computer at home,” he adds.

VIEW THE WEBCAST@
<UCC.ORG>

Webcast to close 50th anniversary year

UCC appeals to full FCC about 
Stillspeaking television ads

As expected, the UCC 
has fi led an appeal with the 
Federal Communications 
Commission following a 
staff-level decision in August 
to dismiss license-renewal 
challenges by the UCC that 
came after CBS and NBC 
network executives deemed 
the church’s inclusive ads 
“too controversial” to air on 
TV.

The Sept. 6 “application 
for review” was submitted 
to the FCC by the Offi ce for 
Communication, Inc. (OC, 
Inc.), the UCC’s media jus-
tice agency. It argues that, 
since networks do not hold 
licenses, networks can only 
be held accountable if their wholly-owned stations can be challenged.

In its August decision, FCC staff denied the UCC’s challenges to the licenses of NBC Uni-
versal’s WTVJ-TV and CBS’ WFOR-TV, both in Miami, saying the local stations — despite 
being owned by the networks — should not be held accountable for network-level decisions.

“We are appealing the staff-level decision to the full Fed-
eral Communications Commission,” says Cheryl Leanza, an 
attorney and managing director of OC, Inc. “We are confi dent 
that the staff overstepped its bounds, ignored the law and de-
nied us the opportunity to be heard. We will pursue this matter 
vigorously.”

Andrew J. Schwartzman, president of the Washington, 
D.C.-based Media Access Project and one of the attorneys 
representing the UCC, says, “This is clearly an erroneous de-
cision that acts to shield the networks from public scrutiny. It has far-reaching implications, far 
beyond the issue of religious tolerance.”

The church’s appeal argues that the most-recent decision “impairs the Commission’s ability 
to administer its policies.”

“The effect of these decisions is to remove Commission authority to examine network 
programming practices in the context of license renewal proceedings of network-owned and 
operated stations,” the appellate request reads.

The initial FCC challenges were fi led by the UCC in 2004 after the networks refused to air the 
UCC’s all-inclusive “God is still speaking” ads that promote religious tolerance.

The Miami stations were challenged, because the south Florida market included two net-
work-owned stations impacted by the networks’ far-reaching decisions.

“Even individual and groups beyond the UCC agree that a variety of religious viewpoints 
should be given voice through our mass media, especially one that speaks to Christ’s extrava-
gant welcome,” says the Rev. John H. Thomas, the UCC’s general minister and president. “To-
day’s media falls woefully short in this regard.”

We will pursue this 
matter vigorously.”

—Cheryl Leanza
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J. Bennett Guess

NOT
OURSELVES

ALONE

Just when you think the church is irrelevant … it’s not

Less disagreements, please
The Rev. Bob Thompson’s column

[Opinion Matters, Aug.-Sept.] on his reaction 
to Synod and the effort he feels is needed for 
the UCC to truly be inclusive struck a nerve. 
ECOT (evangelical, conservative, orthodox or 
traditional) is a new term for me, another piece 
of shorthand to defi ne yet another separation. 
I’m saddened. It tells how far we are from ac-
tually being accepting of each other. The min-
ute we have to defi ne our differences, we cease 
to be whole.

We’ve become uncivil to each other. 
Whatever happened to the old idea of disagree-
ing with the ideas of another, but defending 
their right to hold those ideas? Can we not be 
principled, and strong minded in our beliefs, 
yet still accept the word of Christ to love one 
another — even when we totally disagree on 
principles?

The boundary fence of our denomination 
can be stretched and expanded to include many 
divergent views, based on a simple core of the 
most basic of agreed upon beliefs.

Marion J. Durham
Desert Palm UCC

Tempe, Ariz.

No applause for reporters
The only times I’ve ever heard of the me-

dia counting applause times have been during 
presidential addresses to Congress or during 
political rallies. I think counting applause 
times, in summaries of the key speakers’ re-
marks at General Synod [Aug.-Sept.], was 

obscene. Each of those people talked about 
faith, God and the church, and to demean their 
heartfelt stories with political and competitive 
overtones was completely unnecessary, cruel 
and bad journalism. Weren’t the counters even 
listening?

Diane Schnaars
223 South Walnut St

Slatington, Pa.

The integrity of ‘green’
We are excited as a church that, in our an-

nual congregational meeting in June, we voted 
to go “green” by purchasing energy from New 
England Greenstart. Despite being a church 
with very limited endowment and fi nancial 
resources to meet our ever-growing faith com-
munity, we are committed to the integrity of 
creation and wondered how many other UCC 
churches are “going green” as a faithful re-
sponse to the urgent need to combat global 
warming.

The Rev. Joy Utter
Seekonk (Mass.) Congregational UCC

‘Take’ not appreciated
Thank you for your fi ne coverage of the 

exciting and challenging events of Synod 26! 
I have to question, however, your coverage 
of the offerings and your words, “Here’s the 
take.” [Tabulations, Aug.-Sept.] I happened to 
be one of the volunteers who passed the “of-
fering buckets” at the Hartford Civic Center. 
We didn’t “take” anything. There was no use 
of force, no arm twisting, no cajoling; only 

the free-will giving of a generous and thank-
ful people. I had hoped that the stewardship 
emphasis of “taking” had disappeared long 
ago.

Furthermore, it is hard to believe that the 
amounts stated are correct. Did we really re-
ceive an even $16,000.00, $44,000.00 and 
$18,000.00 as reported? The chances of that 
happening are infi nitesimal. In a denomina-
tion where everyone is accepted and everyone 
is valued, we don’t round off numbers. Ev-
ery dollar, every dime, every widow’s mite is 
counted and celebrated. What are the correct 
numbers for the offering?

The Rev. Allen M. Humes
Winchester, N.H.

Editor’s reply: The post-Synod edition went to press quickly 
and before bank misers had supplied us with an account-
ing of every widow’s mite. The real totals are $16,473.00, 
$43,690.20 and $17,909.00.

As for the header, our goal — in an appeal to younger 
readers — is to use less “church speak” and write with an 
edge, especially in departments like “Tabulations” [Opinion 
Matters, pages 4-5]. “Synod Offerings” might have been a 
safer headline, but frankly that’s boring. Cleverness, unfor-
tunately, is something few people ever expect from church 
publications these days. We’re trying to change that, yet 
we’re still sorry when our words offend. 

Send letters of fewer than 150 words to United Church 
News, 700 Prospect Ave., Cleve land, OH 44115; e-mail 
<guessb@ ucc.org>. Let ters may be ed it ed for brev i ty 
and clarity.

The boundary fence 
of our denomination 
can be stretched and 
expanded to include 
many divergent views.”

ot a week goes by that someone, 
somewhere isn’t calling the Church 
House in Cleveland looking for a 
copy of “Toxic Wastes and Race,” 
the 1987 UCC-produced study that 
fi rst exposed the statistical link be-
tween toxic dumping sites and their 

proximity to people of color communities.
Sometimes it’s a doctoral student work-

ing on a scientifi c dissertation. Other times 
it’s a professor putting together a lecture, 
an activist preparing a community talk or a 
Congressional staffer arming the elected boss 
with environmental data.

But, regardless, the continuing popularity 
of a two-decades-old, church-commissioned 
study seems odd.

And it speaks volumes.
I wouldn’t have believed the report’s en-

during shelf life myself, except that I once 
served as communications minister for Jus-
tice and Witness Ministries, meaning those 
repeated requests came to my offi ce.

For those who have come to love and ap-
preciate the UCC for other more-personal rea-
sons — the caring community, the eloquent 
pastor or the booming choir — it may seem 
strange that, in some circles, just a mention of 
the name “United Church of Christ” is heard 
as wholly synonymous with the environmen-
tal justice movement.

And, ironically, there are hundreds of 
thousands within the UCC who have no clue.

The same is true in a completely different 
arena. In some circles, especially in Wash-
ington, D.C., the words “United Church of 
Christ” evoke another seemingly-secular im-
age: media justice and reform.

On Sept. 18, I attended the 25th install-

ment of the UCC-sponsored Everett C. Parker 
Ethics in Telecommunications Lecture at the 
National Press Club.

At the annual event, several hundred me-
dia activists, politicians and policy wonks 
— most of which are not UCC — gather to 
commemorate the role the UCC played and 

continues to play in the obscure realm of me-
dia access.

In this issue-focused crowd, every person 
present knows and can tell the story of how, 
in 1959, the Rev. Everett C. Parker, a UCC 
minister, founded the Offi ce of Communica-
tion of the United Church of Christ, Inc., a 
legally-incorporated civil rights organization 
devoted to ordinary people’s access to the 
media.

In short, the church’s work led to the FCC 
license revocation of WLBT-TV in Jackson, 
Miss., during the Civil Rights Movement be-
cause the station refused to serve the interests 
of its viewers, who were predominately Afri-
can American.

Because of the UCC’s advocacy, the 
church helped establish the legal precedent 
that the people — not the media conglomer-
ates — own the airwaves. TV stations must be 
responsive to their communities of license.

Most of the 200-plus people attending the 
Parker Lecture probably assume, naively, that 
every UCC member takes great pride in the 
denomination’s historic role in media reform. 
But, you and I know, most do not.

Instead, it’s just another chapter in the 
UCC’s storied history of justice work, a proud 
legacy that eager seminarians are taught, and 
learned preachers espouse, and squirming 
confi rmands must learn.

In this issue of United Church News, our 
well-written cover article (Centerstage, pages 
10-11) by Sandy Sorensen takes a compel-
ling look at one of these two UCC highpoints. 
Twenty years after the release of “Toxic 
Wastes and Race,” we’re asked to consider 
the social and theological underpinnings of 
the church’s work for environmental justice.

Hopefully, the article also will help our 
readers understand why so many people are 
still ordering reprints of the original 1987 
study document, and why the church found 
it necessary to fund a follow-up report issued 
this year.

Sometimes, during contentious debate on 
diffi cult issues, church folk are tempted to 
side with complacency. We ask, “What dif-
ference does our faith-inspired activism make 
anyway?”

The evidence abounds, even when some-
times it takes time for our victories to be real-
ized and celebrated among those in our pews.

We’re the church of the Amistad and abo-
lition, of foreign missions and the American 
Missionary Association, of the Deaconesses. 
We’re also the church of environmental jus-
tice and media reform.

Just when you thought the church was ir-
relevant, history proves it is not.

Twenty years after the release of
‘Toxic Wastes and Race,’ we’re asked
to consider the social and theological
underpinnings of the church’s work
for environmental justice.”
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In the Aug.-Sept. issue, a frustrated letter-writer took our churches to task 
for not owning and using the name “United Church of Christ” consistently.

So, in periodic ‘Soapbox’ fashion, United Church News posed the question: 
How do you feel about the oft-missing ‘UCC’ from churches’ public identities?

Well, at least the topic was a good one. Your responses came swiftly and 
in unprecedented numbers. Here’s a sample of what our readers said.

 Defi nitely UCC always! I am a member of Faith UCC 
in Union, N.J., which is a merger between Emanuel UCC and 
First Congregational UCC. Emmanuel (the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church) always used “UCC,” while First Congrega-
tional usually used it.

We made sure as we renamed the church that it included 
“UCC” so both congregations are proud to be a part. It was im-
portant to have it in our name, and it is important for others to 
know who we are. Get UCC in your names now!

Marilyn Russell
Faith UCC

Union, N.J.

 You bet we should not only add “UCC,” but the whole 
“United Church of Christ” to our church names. Doing so is a 
wonderful reminder of our rich historical and theological heri-
tage and a reminder of just whose church it really is. It is not 
a club to which you belong, it is “Christ’s church” and it is a 
united and uniting church!

Pastor Jill Meyer
Christ Congregational United Church of Christ

Clintonville, Wis.

 What disturbs me more than churches that do not include 
an UCC identifi er in their names are those churches that do so, 
but do not mirror or promote Christ-like values such as “justice 
that moves you to serve others, especially the poor, the immi-
grant and the homeless.”

This core belief is what identifi es a UCC church, as well as 
the name.

Ann Coburn
Cocoa Beach (Fla.) Community UCC

 I say “yes.” My strong support is for every church in-
cluding UCC in the name. We can not be fully identifi able and 
reap the benefi ts of national advertising or publicity without our 
individual groups being linked to the national name. It’s as sim-
ple as how easy do we make it for people to fi nd us when they 
look in newspaper ads or yellow pages when in a new town, or 
seeking out a new church.

Marion Durham
Desert Palm UCC

Tempe, Ariz.

 I feel very strongly that “UCC” should be part of every 
one of our church’s titles. My wife and I share a background and 
education with a different Protestant denomination, but once we 
became more aware of the UCC, we felt this was the denomina-
tion for us. I felt strongly enough that when I was the pastor of a 
“First Congregational Church” I always added “UCC” to letters 
and news releases. Long live the UCC!

The Rev. Bob Reich 
Avon Lake (Ohio) UCC

 I refer to my church as Congregational UCC. This gives 
the historical background of this particular church and identifi es 
it as a member of the United Church of Christ.

DeAnn Paskausky
Fort Worth, Texas

 As a member of a former Evangelical and Reformed church, 
I resent Congregationalists hanging on to their names. Is it so im-
portant to be differentiated from the rest of us? It feels as if they 
need to hold themselves separate and above us. After 50 years, isn’t 
it about time to change? Especially since there is still a “Congrega-
tional” denomination that is distinctively not part of the UCC.

Joanne Klug
Zoar UCC

Waldorf, Minn.

 My thanks to the editor for having the guts, after 50 years, 
to point out the refusal of the Congregational side of the UCC to 
hold in prominence the UCC over and above the name Congre-
gational, while the Evangelical and Reformed congregations al-
most (I use that word because there is always an exceptions to be 

SOAPBOX

THE OFTEN-HIDDEN, SOMETIMES-MISSING, PARENTHETICAL ‘UCC’
Should more churches use the “United Church of Christ” name?

found) unanimously eliminated [their predecessor names.] I do 
not personally know of an old E&R congregation that grudgingly 
tacked UCC under its original name. Maybe this says something 
about our collective interpretation of “united.”

The Rev Arthur R. Stratemeyer
Retired UCC pastor

 We need to be the UCC without the incorporation of old 
identities in the name plate. Who are we when we say we are UCC-
Congregational or UCC-Evangelical and Reformed? What is it that 
we are unwilling to relinquish? Would it not be wonderful that all 
Christians were united under one banner: United Church of Christ?

John and Patricia Love
Immanuel UCC

West Bend, Wis.

 I do fi nd the name United Church of Christ problematic. 
Our denomination is not well known here in Oregon, and peo-
ple’s initial reaction to hearing my church affi liation is surprise, 
confusion, mystifi cation and the like. They assume it’s a right-
leaning, conservative, fundamentalist denomination, which does 
not fi t with what they know of me, so I need to do a little mini-
history of who we are.

I do think all our churches should have a consistent iden-
tifying name, but I can appreciate people’s hesitance given my 
ongoing experience. So I vote for change and universal usage of 
a name that is clearer in describing us.

Jacquelyn Dvorak
Ainsworth UCC

Portland, Ore. 

 I was born into the Evangelical parent body of the UCC 
and was baptized in 1912 by my father, an ordained immigrant 
minister from Switzerland. I remained a member every succes-
sive year of my life, including the 50th anniversary General 
Synod celebration. During the term of the UCC’s fi rst president, 
the Rev. Ben Herbster, I was elected to Executive Council.

Our foremost role, as were dispersed annually among the 
Conferences, was interpretation of this new denomination. In 
essence our parent bodies were to become our legacy, with rev-
erence and honor relegated to history. The onus now, and long 
since, rests up the local parishes to “live” their true UCC identity 
“so that we may all be one.”

Louise S. Wallace
Shawnee Mission, Kan.

 At the time of the merger in 1957, it was clearly stated that 
each denomination would be able to maintain its own identity and 
tradition while still becoming an integral part of the UCC. Many 
of the Congregationalists clearly understood this, as is indicated 
on the offi cial signs and letterheads of their churches to this day. 
It can be said many of the Reformed did not, perhaps in their 
eagerness to embrace a larger unity beyond their own tradition.

Although there are models of success to be lifted up and cele-
brated, the results have often been disastrous when Congregational 
clergy are called to highly liturgical congregations of the Reformed 
tradition, without a clear understanding of the often very different 
beliefs and traditions — and vice versa. At times, the Reformed tra-
dition has been, at best, watered down, or at worst, lost altogether.

If Reformed congregations should maintain their [original] 
name, as many Congregationalists still do, this is clearly for the 
purposes of maintaining the Reformed faith and tradition, even 
if it also includes “United Church of Christ” beneath it. What is 
lost, however, is the full breadth of ecumenical spirit and inten-
tion of the name: United Church of Christ, which I think truly 
exemplifi es a Christian Universal or Holy Catholic Church that 
is beyond denominational labels.

The Rev. Raymond J. Jachowski
Pastor, St. Paul’s UCC

Robesonia, Pa.

[My seminary professor] said, ‘Our purpose is to 
bestow worth and value on those who don’t value 
themselves or aren’t valued by society, or both.’ When 
he said that, any small doubt I had about becoming a 
minister disappeared.”

— The Rev. William Belko, retiring pastor of Northport Trinity 
UCC near Lake Leelanau, Mich., refl ecting on his 38 years of 
ministry. (Leelanau Enterprise,  Sept. 15)

You cannot talk about the biblical text without getting 
political. A pastor is required to apply the text to 
political realities, and sometimes you have to say 
things against political policies.”

— The Rev. Steve Johnson, speaking about the UCC’s 
“100,000 People for Peace” campaign and his efforts to ask 
his parishioners to join him in signing the UCC’s “Pastoral 
Letter on the Iraq War.” (Press & Sun Bulletin, Binghamton, 
N.Y., Sept. 13)

When we work together, we are a stronger witness for 
Christ. So while churches can work by themselves, we 
know that we are together in that covenant and can 
learn from one another.”

— The Rev. Anne Shedden-Willis, pastor of Crossroads 
Community UCC in Melbourne, Fla., in a lengthy feature 
story on UCC’s 50th anniversary. (Florida Today, Sept. 14)

Please join us in supporting an organization that helps 
to promote acceptance, love and respect in our local 
community.”

— City Councilman Evan Low of Campbell, Calif., in an e-mail 
to constituents, after an anti-gay slur was painted on the sign 
outside Campbell UCC, an Open and Affi rming congregation. 
(San Jose Mercury-News, Aug. 22)

PEOPLE FOR PEACE

23,921*
*The count of UCC folk, as of Sept. 26, who had signed in support 
of the Collegium’s Pastoral Letter on the Iraq War. 

Church leaders hope to gather 100,000 signatures before World 
Communion Sunday, Oct. 7. The Pastoral Letter will be hand-
delivered to Congressional leaders by General Minister and 
President John H. Thomas on Oct. 10.

LEARN MORE@
<UCC.ORG/100KFORPEACE>
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LtQ2 is the completely revised and 
expanded version of Living the 
Questions – the popular DVD 
and web-based introduction to 
progressive Christianity. LtQ2 is 
comprised of 21 one-hour sessions 
that may be offered in sequence or 
as three independent flights of 
seven units each, featuring 30 of 
today’s leading religious voices:

Ammerman   Bell   Borg   

Brock   Brueggemann   Buford   

Carcaño   Cobb   Crossan   

Fiorenza   Flunder   Forbes   

Fox   Geering   Küng   Levine   

McKenna   Nelson   Park   

Parker   Patterson   Prejean   

Rossing   Sample   Scott   

Spong   Townes   Ufford-

Chase   Varghese   White

Featuring Leading Religious 

Voices of Our Day

resourcing progressive ChristiansTM

www.livingthequestions.com 

Now Available

Introducing

Living the Questions 2.0
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the word | journeys      spirituality
Not-so-popular Lamentations
grapples with pain, loss

n Sunday, October 7, the 19th Sunday after 
Pentecost, the UCC will do two things. First, 
we will celebrate World Communion Sun-
day and, second, we will take up our Neigh-
bors in Need special mission offering.

Through a simple, symbolic feast of 
bread and wine, we will joyously join with 
our global family of faith at Christ’s table. 

Simultaneously, through Neighbors in Needs, we will 
acknowledge and respond to the injustice and suffer-
ing which is a reality for many in our wider human 
family.

It will be a Sunday of loving God and loving 
neighbor — all as an act of worship.

Celebrating communion, while addressing the suf-
fering of the world, makes perfect sense. But doing so with Lamentations 1:1-6 
as our text might not.

Lamentations is one of the most powerful books of the Bible. It is also one 
of the least read.

Lamentations is not a popular read, because it is about pain. The fi ve chap-
ters of poetry found in this book express Israel’s deep and profound experience 
of exile at the hands of Babylon. It is a story about God’s absence; a story we’d 
rather not hear.

Israel’s sense of God’s absence came in response to the destruction of Jerusa-
lem. This destruction, which began with invasion and the installment of a puppet 
king in 597 B.C.E, was followed with a second, more-devastating invasion 10 
years later.

Israel’s king was captured. Leading citizens were deported. The Temple and 
other buildings were destroyed. In the wake of this second invasion, what re-
mained of family and communal life collapsed.

In addition to the social and political collapse of Jerusalem, the Babylonian 
exile signaled the end of Israel’s symbolic world; the story of its relationship with 
God. The opening six verses of Lamentations take us rapidly into the raw pain of 
this reality. “Daughter Zion” is found alone and in tears (vs. 1). The city, once a 
thriving center of urban activity, is now desolate. All her lovers and friends (read 
“idols”) have now either become enemies or simply moved on. Jerusalem, aban-
doned and at the mercy of a foreign power, has no one to comfort her (vs. 2).

Reading Lamentations can leave us exhausted. Judah has not only gone into 
exile, but has done so with “suffering and hard servitude.” She has been pursued 
and overtaken, and is living now “among the nations” with no place to rest (vs. 3). 
Zion mourns, for the great festivals are over and the gates are desolate. Groaning 
and grieving are her lot (vs. 4).

Along with the universe of sorrow portrayed here, the fi rst chapter of Lamen-
tations is uncompromising in its insistence that Zion’s pain is divine punishment 
for her sin (vs. 5). This “theology of retribution,” while not consistently affi rmed 
throughout the book, is front and center here. “Her foes have become the masters, 
her enemies prosper, because the Lord has made her suffer for the multitude of 
her transgressions.”

While Lamentations offers some important words of comfort (see 3:19-26), 
on this Sunday let us remain in what Old Testament scholar Kathleen O’Connor 
calls Lamentations’ “tight braid of pain.” Let us remain here for if we can hon-
estly grapple with Israel’s desolation, connect it with our own experiences of 
pain, shed tears with those who “weep bitterly in the night” (1:2), then our faith 
will not only be restored, but strengthened.

Though it is true that “the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases” (3:22), 
Lamentations reminds us that there are times in our lives when this truth is hard to 
see. At such times we are left to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord (3:26). 
While waiting, we are promised sustenance through sharing the bread of life, 
drinking the cup of salvation, and offering Christ’s love and compassion to those 
“neighbors in need” whose lament, much like our own, we know so well. 

The Rev. Thomas I. Warren, pastor of Pleasant Hill (Tenn.) Community UCC, is United Church News’ 
bible study contributor.

Thomas Warren

BIBLE
STUDY

Arizona pastor: Is there a future for inclusive,
intellectually-honest Christian faith?

How does the pain of Israel’s exile connect 
with our own individual and communal pain? 
How can our churches be places of healing?

Are there blessings to be found in the reality 
that God is not always present when pain 
comes into our lives?

In what ways does the absence of God in 
Lamentations connect with the Good Friday 
story of Christ’s crucifi xion? Where do we fi nd 
hope when God is absent?

ROADWORK

By Eric Elnes

hen you come across reports about Chris-
tians in the media, do you fi nd yourself 
struggling to make a connection between 
what you see and the kind of faith you 
hold? When you discuss your beliefs, do 
you fi nd yourself explaining that you are 
a “Christian, but”?

Perhaps, like me, you’ve wondered at times if 
the whole Christian faith hasn’t moved so far away 
from what you live for and believe to be true that 
you may not even be recognized by most people as a 
Christian? Perhaps, too, you’ve wondered if there is 
any future for an inclusive, compassionate, intellec-
tually honest vision of Christian faith in America.

Last year, I and a handful of others set out on 
an unforgettable journey across the country — on 
foot — visiting well over 100 churches, sleeping in 
over 200 homes, and meeting face-to-face with over 
11,000 people in order to experience Christianity at 
the grassroots and answer these nagging questions.

The answers we found may surprise you.
We walked carrying a document that is becoming 

an important theological backbone of the progres-
sive Christian movement. The Phoenix Affi rmations, 
developed ecumenically by mainline clergy, laypeo-
ple, biblical scholars and theologians, are organized 
around Jesus’ “three great loves” (God, neighbor and 
self). The 12 affi rmations articulate values that come 
from the heart of our faith, including:

 openness to other faiths
 care for the earth and its ecosystems
 taking the bible seriously, but not literally
 separation of church and state
 affi rming that all people are created in

 God’s image, including lesbian, gay,
 bisexual and transgendered people
 standing with the poor and oppressed
 standing for peace, and loving those who 

 consider us their enemy
 affi rming the roles of faith and science in

 the pursuit of truth
 reclaiming the connection between the arts 

 and spirituality.
We wondered what 

welcome we would re-
ceive in the communities 
on our path. Would we 
fi nd that we are as alone 
in our vision of faith as 
media reports might sug-
gest?

Based on our experiences, I can assure you that 
no matter where you live, if you yearn for a more 
generous vision of Christian faith, you are defi nitely 
not alone. In fact, your faith is shared by many, even 
in the smallest of towns, in the most conservative 
areas. Yes, even in the Bible Belt, and even by many 
within evangelical and fundamentalist churches.

To be sure, there’s opposition out there. We 
were attacked by two major Christian radio shows 
as soon as our walk started, and protestors showed 
up — twice — when we arrived in St. Louis.

Yet these encounters were the exception, not 
the rule. When we did meet opposition, it typically 
brought even more people out of the woodwork to 
lift a voice in support. In Clovis, N.M., for instance, 
the Ministerial Alliance asked us to bypass their 
town entirely, yet when the people of Clovis got 
wind of it, we found enthusiastic support coming 
from all sides, including the mayor’s offi ce, the city 
newspaper, a top-40 radio station, a church that had 
been shunned by the ministerial alliance, and even a 
conservative Christian radio station.

As we walked through Clovis and its environs, 
huge numbers of people honked, waved, and gave 
“thumbs up” signs. The dominant comments we heard 
in Clovis and all across the country were, “Thank you. 
You’re walking for me,” and, “So I’m not crazy!”

We encountered progressive Christian gather-
ings in places where one might never guess they 
could be found. We found unusually strong support 
among the “spiritually homeless” — those who call 
no faith community “home,” but many of whom 
surely would fi nd a “home” if they knew of people 
with a faith like yours.

America is ready to embrace an inclusive, com-
passionate, intellectually honest vision of Christian 
faith. It’s not only ready, but yearning for it far more 
urgently than you might guess. These claims may 

contradict the impression 
given by the media, but 
the media’s failure in this 
regard is only partly due 
to bias.

Many people choose 
not to take their private 

faith into the public square. Some are worried about 
being ostracized by their churches or communities. 
Others erroneously believe they’re the “only ones” 
who believe as they do, or have been told so many 
times that they have to step outside Christianity to 
hold certain beliefs and values that they’ve done just 
this. Yet when these people fi nd each other, and learn 
they are neither crazy nor alone in their faith, they 
become more hopeful. Many become more willing 
to raise their voice.

This was our experience. The future of Chris-
tian faith is only in the hands of the narrow-minded 
and fearful if we allow it to be.

The Rev. Eric Elnes is senior pastor of Scottsdale (Ariz.) Congre-
gational UCC. His book, “Asphalt Jesus: Finding a New Christian 
Faith Along the Highways of America” (Jossey-Bass, 2007), 
contains a discussion guide for use in churches. CrossWalk 
America’s journey was supported, in part, by the UCC’s Still 
Speaking Initiative.

LEARN MORE@
<CROSSWALKAMERICA.ORG>

No matter where you live, if you yearn 
for a more generous vision of Christian 
faith, you are defi nitely not alone.” 

The Rev. Eric Elnes pounded the pavement for progressive 
Chrisitianity.
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PETER’S EPIPHANY
Holy Spirit called Barbosa to give boost to López Scholarship Fund
By W. Evan Golder

Not many of us have an epiphany, a moment when we realize without 
doubt that God is speaking to us, right there and then.

But Peter Barbosa did.
Barbosa, originally from Puerto Rico, is a professor at Samuel Merritt 

College in Oakland, Calif., where he teaches biochemistry and immunology 
and does AIDS research. He’s also a member of First Congregational UCC 
in Oakland, Calif., which he loves because it’s multi-cultural and multi-ra-
cial. “It’s fantastic!” he says.

As he became active in the national life of the UCC, Barbosa, who is His-
panic, grew aware of a leadership problem among his people.

“Our people really do not get training in UCC seminaries,” he says. “So 
they come into our denomination with a completely different mentality and a 
different polity. Then we have a lot of pastors who just don’t stay.”

50-Grand for God’s mission
One day Barbosa was discussing 

these challenges with the Rev. Mari Cas-
tellanos of the UCC’s Justice and Wit-
ness Ministries staff.

“You know what we need?” Castel-
lanos said. “We need a scholarship fund 
to get Latinos into UCC seminaries.”

“I’ve gotta tell you,” says Barbosa, 
“When she said that, I just felt the Holy Spirit. I just felt that God was using 
the Holy Spirit to talk through her. I still get goose bumps when I think of that 
moment.”

Prior to this encounter, Barbosa already had told God that he had $50,000 
in his life savings that he wanted to use for God’s mission. He was just waiting 
for God to tell him where.

“That moment I heard Mari talking about a scholarship fund,” he says, 
“I thought of my whole journey with the Latino community, and I knew right 
then where God wanted that money to go.

“So I offered that $50,000.”

Educating would-be pastors
Barbosa hopes his commitment will encourage others to see the impor-

tance of this project and to make gifts of whatever amount. As contributions 
from different persons come in, each quarter he will contribute an amount 
equal to that quarter’s gifts — until individuals have contributed $50,000 and 
he has matched it.

Although Latinos/as are the U.S.’s largest ethnic minority, Hispanic mem-
bership in the UCC remains less than one percent. Across the country, gener-
ally, mainstream denominations such as the UCC have not been able to meet 
this challenge to encourage more Hispanic members.

The Héctor López Scholarship Fund hopes 
to educate Hispanic candidates for ministry in 
socially and theologically progressive UCC 
seminaries. As pastors, these persons then will 
be required to return to ministry within Latino/a 
communities and, as their brochure states it, “to 
proclaim the liberating Gospel message of sal-
vation, full-inclusion, justice and peace.”

What started as a program of the Council for 
Hispanic Ministries is now a four-way covenant 
among CHM, Local Church Ministries, Justice 
and Witness Ministries, and Wider Church Min-
istries.

LCM has committed $200,000 over four 
years, and JWM will add $50,000 with another $50,000 under consideration. 
WCM has joined the covenant only recently.

“Now the whole church is work-
ing together, which is the way I think 
it should be,” says Barbosa. “And even 
though CHM basically has no budget, 
they have come up with $17,000 over 
the past three years and that is really 
spectacular.”

López, a UCC pioneer
In 1966, Héctor López became the fi rst Hispanic in the United States to be 

ordained in the UCC. Thirty years later, when he accepted the call to be Cen-
tral Pacifi c Conference Minister, he became the UCC’s fi rst Hispanic Confer-
ence Minister in the United States.

“To me,” says Barbosa, “Héctor López is truly one of the biggest pioneers 
in the church. He stands for so much of what I think we believe in, particularly 
the multi-racial, multi-cultural movement and the social justice movement. 
He’s one of my heroes. I’ve grown so much by having him in my life.”

“Héctor has been a mentor and a leader to many persons, Hispanics and 
others alike,” says the Rev. Linda Jaramillo, executive minister of Justice and 
Witness Ministries. “He’s shown a visible and courageous commitment to the 
UCC and to our identity as a church of liberation theologies.”

“When he retired, we couldn’t think of a more appropriate way to honor 
him than to establish the Héctor López Scholarship Fund to develop future 
Hispanic leaders for the UCC,” she adds.

God gives opportunities
The Fund’s goal is to establish a $1 million endowment, although it is 

prepared to begin work when it hits the half-million-dollar mark.
To date, however, individual contributions have been disappointing. Be-

sides the institutional gifts of $267,000, only $3,000 has been received from 
individuals and matched by Barbosa.

Barbosa sees the López Scholarship Fund as a long term solution for in-
creasing the number of Hispanic pastors in the UCC. 

“I just feel lucky that God has given me this opportunity,” he says. “I hope 
others will see this as an opportunity, too.”

The Rev. W. Evan Golder is editor emeritus of United Church News.

I thought of my whole journey with the Latino community, and 
I knew right then where God wanted [my] money to go.”

— Peter Barbosa

Order event DVDs at <ucc.org/synod>

Peter Barbosa

MAKE A GIFT
Contribute online at <ucc.org/make-a-gift>.

Contribute my mail at:
Héctor E. López Scholarship Fund

UCC Financial Development Ministry
700 Prospect Ave. 

Cleveland, OH 44115-1100

For more information, contact Peter Barbosa at
415/509-7049 or <CHMscholarship@aol.com>.
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By Sandy Sorensen

heila’s father died of prostate and bone cancer in Janu-
ary 2007. And during his illness, Sheila, a personal fi tness 
trainer, was shocked to learn that she had been diagnosed 
with breast cancer.

Several other family members also had endured signifi cant ill-
ness, including cervical and colon polyps, rheumatoid arthritis, gas-
trointestinal disorders and immune disorders.

Sheila discovered that her family had been drinking water — 
for four decades — from a well contaminated by trichloroethylene 
(TCE), a suspected carcinogen.

Muddying the toxic waters
Even after government testing had revealed that the area’s water 

supply was contaminated, Tennessee’s Department of Health and En-
vironment continued to allow the operation of the Eno Road landfi lls.

White families who lived near the landfi ll, however, were quick-
ly notifi ed about the results of the testing. They were provided with 
bottled water until they could be placed on the city water system.

Yet the Holt family was provided misinformation about the 
quality of their well water.

“Your water is of good quality for the parameters tested,” read 
a 1998 letter sent to the Holt family from the Department of Health 
and Environment. “It is felt that the low levels of methylene or 
trichloroethylence may be due to either lab or sampling error.”

But, soon, the lie would be exposed.
“For four decades, [my family] drank well water poisoned by 

the Dickson County Landfi ll,” Sheila says. “We are all sick, and 
the government seems to be waiting for us to die.”

What happened to Sheila Holt-Orsted’s family is not an over-
sight. It is not an accident or unfortunate twist of fate.

Although Dickson County covers over 490 square miles, the 
only cluster of solid waste facilities in the county is located in the 
predominantly African-American Eno Road community.

All permitted landfi lls in Dickson County are concentrated in 
Eno Road, which is certainly no coincidence. It is yet another con-
crete sign of environmental racism.

environmentalists and even some high-ranking offi cials went un-
heeded. In November 2005, the landfi ll caught fi re.

Correa, Burwell and other activists agree that it is time for the 
eco-justice and environmental justice movements to join together.

Remembering her experiences in Warren County, N.C., Bur-
well recalls, “We [once] thought the environmental movement was 
about whales, not about us.”

But there is growing understanding among advocates that en-
vironmental justice must have a more-comprehensive vision.

“We need to start thinking more theologically about environ-
mental justice,” Correa says. “We need to offer a vision that is root-
ed in our biblical and theological understanding of all of creation.”

The preface of the UCC’s 2007 report echoes this call for a 
larger vision.

“There is only one environment,” it reads. “The environmental 
justice movement is concerned about wetlands, birds, and wilder-
ness areas; it is also concerned, however, about urban habitats, about 
reservations, about the things that are happening on the U.S-Mexico 
border, about children poisoned by lead in their own homes and 
about children playing in contaminated parks and playgrounds.”

The stories of Sheila Holt-Orsted, the residents of New Orleans 
and countless others show that addressing the racial inequalities in 
exposure to environmental risk requires not only better environ-
mental protection laws, but the vigilant monitoring of government 
agencies tasked with enforcing current laws.

Shelia can only wonder what her family’s life would be like 
had the government’s testing of well water in Dickson County, 
Tenn., had been equitably reported.

Justice demands something more than “what if.”

Sandy Sorensen, a veteran public policy advocate in the UCC’s Washington, D.C., 
offi ce, is acting communications minister for Justice and Witness Ministries.

LEARN MORE
<ucc.org/justice>

Environmental racism’s 
indisputable facts

For 20 years, the UCC has been asking, 

UCC jumpstarts a movement
Twenty years ago, the UCC began its hard-fought campaign to 

bring environmentally racist practices to the forefront of the public 
consciousness. Yet, despite the church’s insistence that such prac-
tices be ended, evidence of the ongoing struggle is clear.

In 1987, a groundbreaking study on the connection between 
race and the location of commercial hazardous waste facilities was 
released by the UCC’s Commission for Racial Justice.

“Toxic Wastes and Race in the United States” found race to be 
the leading variable in predicting the location of hazardous waste 
sites, a stronger indicator than  household income, home values, 
and estimated amount of hazardous waste generated by industry.

To this day, the 1987 UCC 
study is widely credited by commu-
nity leaders, environmental activists 
and leaders from all levels of gov-
ernment as the pivotal element in the 
environmental justice movement.

U.S. Rep. Alcee L. Hastings 
(D-Fla.) dubs the study as “key-
stone.”

“As the fi rst comprehensive 
national report to truly document 
the link between race and the loca-
tion of hazardous waste sites, Tox-
ic Wastes and Race catapulted the 
concern of environmental racism 
to national prominence,” Hastings 
says. “This keystone document 
established the foundation for the 
development of the environmental justice movement.”

Eileen McGurty, associate chair of the environmental sciences 
and policy department at Johns Hopkins University, says, “The 
scope and scale of the study pioneered and entirely new area of 
investigation. All subsequent research about equity in the distribu-
tion of environmental risk was a response to the UCC’s methodol-
ogy and conclusion.”

The UCC study infl uenced generations of advocates. And many 

of those touched had no knowledge of or connection with the UCC.
Monique Harden, an attorney, is the co-director of Advocates 

for Environmental Human Rights in New Orleans, La.
“At the age of 19 when the UCC published Toxic Wastes and 

Race, I was completely unaware of this study and the signifi cant 
role it would have in my advocacy work 10 years later,” Harden 
says. “Without the report, the voices of each polluted community of 
color where I provide legal advocacy assistance would be muted.”

Injustice ‘not an accident’
The Rev. Carlos Correa Bernier serves as minister for environ-

mental justice with the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries.
Correa fi rst became aware of the study during his work as a 

psychologist with the School of Public Health at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago. In his counseling work with Spanish-speaking 
families, Correa says he observed a high frequency of cognitive 
development problems in children.

He learned that 80 percent of the Spanish-speaking families he 
was seeing were from the Tijuana region 
of Mexico, an area heavily concentrated 
with maquiladoras, U.S. factories that 
relocated to Mexico and other countries 
where companies could take advantage of 
lax labor environmental practices.

One of the primary industries that lo-
cated in the Tijuana region was television 
manufacturing, where workers on the as-
sembly line — many of them women carrying pregnancies — were 
exposed to high levels of mercury, a heavy metal contaminant as-
sociated with cognitive development problems.

In his work, Correa was able to connect the dots between expo-
sure to heavy metals in the Tijuana maquiladoras and the cases of 
cognitive development problems in the children he saw in Chicago. 
The UCC’s 1987 study gave Correa a larger conceptual framework 
which to understand his work with Latino children in Chicago.

“What we see today,” Correa says, “is what we saw in 1987. 
The greater exposure to toxic wastes experienced by communities 
of color is not an accident. It is by design.”

Companies intentionally locate their waste sites in communi-
ties of color, Correa says, because they know such communities 
frequently lack the resources to fi ght the placement of such sites in 
their communities.

Origins of landmark study
In late 1970s to early 1980s, the then-governor of North Caro-

lina promised industries that they could have a landfi ll to dispose of 
wastes in impoverished Warren County. 
Placing a landfi ll in the area, which is 
predominantly African American, was 
seen by the state as an attractive solu-
tion to the problem of illegally-dumped 
PCPs along roadways in 14 North Car-
olina counties.

But the state of North Carolina un-
derestimated the power of county resi-
dents — and the possibilities that come 
with zealous community organizing.

Dollie Burwell, a long-time UCC 
lay leader who is now a staff member 
for U.S. Rep. G.K. Butterfi eld (D-N.C.), 
was on the front lines of the struggle to 
block the landfi ll in Warren County.

In 1978, Dollie was among a group 
of residents who formed Concerned 

Citizens Against PCPs. From the beginning, the group understood 
its efforts to be part of a larger and more long-term movement. 
Burwell and others saw their activism around the landfi ll as yet 
another extension of the Civil Rights Movement.

From 1978 to 1980, state hearings were held on the landfi ll 
proposal. Burwell recalls that it was a time when residents joined 
together across racial lines in a common effort to protect the health 
of their families.

Despite turnouts of hundreds of residents at the state hearings 
expressing opposition to the landfi ll proposal, construction of the 
landfi ll began in 1982.

In August 1982, Burwell joined more than 500 protesters who 
stood in front of the construction trucks in an act of nonviolent 
civil disobedience.

Early that morning, Burwell recalls preparing her nine-year-
old daughter, Kim, for school. But Kim had other plans. “I’m not 
going to school,” Kim told her mother. “I’m going with you.”

When Burwell was arrested for impeding traffi c and led to the 
police wagon, she could see her daughter watching and crying. The 
young child’s sobbing was captured by numerous media stories 
and helped to galvanize college students and activists from outside 
the state to join the fi ght against the landfi ll.

Although the landfi ll was ultimately constructed, community ac-
tivists succeeded in their call for a General Accounting Offi ce inves-
tigation of toxic waste dumping in the Southeast U.S.

And the UCC’s Commission for Racial Justice (CRJ), which 
had supported the nonviolent protest of 
Warren County residents, was moved to 
take another step.

CRJ commissioned a study to exam-
ine patterns in the placement of hazardous 
waste sites. The now-famous UCC study 
was a breakthrough for the environmental 
justice movement.

In releasing the report, then UCC staff-
er Charles Lee coined the term “environmental racism,” now a com-
monly recognized phrase used in the environmental movement.

Not surprisingly, Lee now heads the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s offi ce of environmental justice.

The role of churches and people of faith is not something new 
to justice movements, but it can be said that the UCC arrived early 
when it comes to environmental justice.

“For such a time as this” is how Burwell describes how her 
faith led to her involvement. And she’s proud that local churches, 
including UCC congregations, were key centers of organizing in 
the environmental justice movement.

Correa says those communities facing the greatest impact of 
toxic dumping and exposure recognized the power of the church 
as a prophetic voice. They recognize that faith communities have 
helped to bring the issue of environmental racism to greater promi-
nence in public consciousness.

“They didn’t just call the lawyers right away,” Correa says. 
“They called the churches.”

Churches provided much-needed information and became sourc-
es of moral and theological empowerment, he says.

In Warren County, those who once may have considered them-
selves too poor or too uneducated to get anything accomplished 
found encouragement in church basements. More and more African 
Americans became involved in local elections, as people made the 
personal connection between politics and their own well-being.

Ultimately, residents’ organizing efforts led to a government-
mandated clean-up of the Warren County landfi ll in 2003, a pro-
cess that included community planning and monitoring.

The landfi ll site is now a recreational park.

What’s changed?
There have been precious vic-

tories over the past 20 years.What, 
if anything, has truly changed?

This persistent question led the 
UCC’s Justice and Witness Minis-
tries to commission a 20th anniver-
sary follow-up report, which was 
released earlier this year and celebrated at General Synod in June.

The newest study, “Toxic Wastes and Race at Twenty 1987-2007,” 
applied new methodology to better determine where people live in re-
lation to toxic sites, revealing that racial disparities in the location of 
hazardous waste sites are, in fact, greater than previously reported.

“Twenty years after the release of Toxic Wastes and Race, sig-
nifi cant racial and socioeconomic disparities persist in the distribu-

tion of the nation’s commercial hazardous waste facilities,” reads 
the report’s executive summary. “Although the current assessment 
uses newer methods that better match where people and hazard-
ous waste facilities are located, the conclusions are very much the 
same as they were in 1987.”

The 2007 study was authored by Robert D. Bullard, director of 
the Environmental Justice Resource Center at Clark Atlanta Uni-
versity; Paul Mohai, professor at University of Michigan’s School 
of Natural Resources and Environment; Robin Saha, assistant pro-
fessor of environmental studies at the University of Montana; and 
Beverly Wright, sociologist and founding director of UCC-related 
Dillard University’s Deep South Center for Environmental Justice.

According to the study, people of color comprise the majority 
of the population living near the nation’s commercial hazardous 
waste facilities.

Researchers found that for Latino/as, African Americans and 
Asian/Pacifi c Islanders, major disparities in the location of haz-
ardous waste facilities exist in the majority of the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s regions.

The fi ndings are particularly troubling, because they indicate 
that those environmental pro-
tections that do exist on the 
books are not equally enforced.

The still-fresh images of 
the painful aftermath of Hur-
ricane Katrina in 2005 paint 
the story of the UCC’s newest 
report.

Several weeks after the 
storm, the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality gave 
the okay to the city of New Orleans to open the 200-acre Old Gen-
tilly Landfi ll in east New Orleans for dumping demolition waste 
from the storm. In the 1980s, federal regulators had ordered the 
landfi ll closed.

Yet, four months after the hurricane, debris trucked to the Old 
Gentilly Landfi ll stood 100 feet high. Objections from residents, 

 People of color make up the majority of those
living in neighborhoods located within
1.8 miles of the nation’s hazardous
waste facilities.

 Neighborhoods with facilities clustered close together 
have higher percentages of people of color than those 
with non-clustered facilities.

 As a whole, racial disparities for
people of color exist in 9 out
of 10 EPA regions.

 Existing laws and land-use controls have not been 
adequately applied in order to reduce health risks for 
those living in or near toxic “hot spots.” 

 Findings in UCC’s 2007 report are consistent with an 
Associated Press study in Sept. 2005 showing African 
Americans are 79 percent more likely than whites to live 
in neighborhoods where industrial pollution is suspected 
of causing the greatest health danger.

 As in previous budgets, the Bush Administration FY08 
budget recommends a 28.4 percent cut to the budget 
of the EPA’s Offi ce of Environmental Justice. ($4.58 
million has been recommended, down from $6.34 
million enacted in the FY06 budget and FY07 continuing 
resolution).Source: “Toxic Wastes and Race 1987-2007”

This keystone document established 
the foundation for the development of 
the environmental justice movement.”
— U.S. Rep. Alcee L. Hastings (D-Fla.)
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Like millions of others, Sheila Holt-Orsted’s family dreamed of owning their own home. But that 
dream became a nightmare.

An African-American resident of Dickson, Tenn. — a small town about 35 miles west of Nashville 
— Sheila, like many of her relatives, was born and raised in Dickson’s ‘Eno Road’ community, a 
place where the Holts and other descendants of slaves had called home for generations.

Eno Road fi rst became Dickson’s preferred site for city dumping in the 1940s. Subsequently, over 
several decades, the now 74-acre Dickson County Landfi ll — an open, unlined site — has been 
used as the principal dumping ground for multiple sanitation, construction and demolition projects.

Despite the fact that over 1,400 residents obtain their drinking water from private wells or springs 
within a four-mile radius of the landfi ll, industrial solvents — generated as waste from nearby automo-
tive plants and other industries — were buried within a mere 54 feet of the Holt family’s front door.

Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. of the UCC’s former Commission for Racial Justice speaks at the 1987 release of the UCC’s landmark “Toxic Wastes and Race” report. 
(File photo)

Toxic waste site in East St. Louis, Ill.

All subsequent research about equity in the distribution 
of environmental risk was a response to the UCC’s 
methodology and conclusion.”
— Professor Eileen McGurty, Johns Hopkins University
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Church faces protests after giving sanctuary to immigrant facing deportation
By Gregg Brekke and

J. Bennett Guess

The city of Simi Valley, Calif., 
apparently has put on hold its contro-
versial invoice of $40,000 for police 
services sent to Simi Valley UCC af-
ter widespread anti-immigration pro-
tests took place outside the church on 
Sept. 16.

“The city will continue to pursue 
resolution of this issue and the mayor 
will recommend to the City Council 
that further action against UCC to en-
force the letter sent to UCC asking for 
reimbursement of costs be placed on 
hold pending further discussion,” read 
a signed Sept. 24 agreement signed by 
Simi Valley Mayor Paul Miller and 
the Rev. June C. Goudey, the church’s 
pastor.

On Sept. 19, Miller said the 
church should be held responsible for 
paying for police protections because 
it is providing sanctuary in its on-site 
parsonage to a young mother, who 
faces deportation from the United 
States, and her infant child.

The church’s decision to pro-
vide hospitality to Liliana [last name 
withheld] and her fi ve-month-old son 
Pablito has been met with anti-immi-
gration protests along with counter 
protests in support of the church.

The mother and son arrived at 

Simi Valley UCC on August 28.
“Today the city and UCC repre-

sentatives met to discuss the issue and 
fi nd common ground in an attempt to 
satisfy the concerns of both sides,” 
the agreement read. “It was agreed 
that the most effective immediate ac-
tion which can be undertaken is to 
maintain an open dialogue between 
the church and the city. Both sides are 
also in agreement that the current situ-
ation results from the lack of a fi rm, 
consistent federal policy on immigra-
tion, and the need for immigration re-
form at a national level.”

The mayor and pastor also agreed 
that “one resolution to the issue is for 
the Department of Homeland Security 
to expedite Liliana’s due process and 
make a prompt determination on her 
immigration status.”

Liliana’s family immigrated le-
gally to the United States in 1998. 
However, Liliana stayed in Mexico to 
fi nish high school and then applied for 
the same visa her family had received 
and was told it would take several 
years for approval. Rather than endure 
prolonged separation from her family, 
Liliana obtained a false birth certifi -
cate and entered the U.S. illegally.

Since that time, Liliana married 
a U.S. citizen. They now have three 
children, own their home, work and 
pay taxes. Yet, fearing deportation, 

Liliana never applied for residence 
status. Earlier this spring, Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
offi cials located Liliana and ordered 
her to report to a deportation center 
within three days.

Liliana sought help from the Los 
Angeles chapter of Clergy and Laity 
United for Economic Justice (CLUE), 
which is participating in the New 
Sanctuary Movement.

Goudey, a board member of Ven-
tura County CLUE, became aware of 
Liliana’s predicament in June. She and 
two members of Simi Valley UCC had 
attended a New Sanctuary Movement 
orientation in May, an experience that 
jumpstarted the church’s discernment 
process.

“The congregation shared their 
stories — almost all Americans have 
immigrant roots,” Goudy told United 
Church News. “We came to under-
stand, ‘I am the other. I am the person 
you are talking about.’”

On July 8, the congregation over-
whelmingly approved a CLUE pro-
posal to offer hospitality for Liliana.

New Sanctuary Movement orga-
nizations have no legal right to pro-
hibit ICE agents from entering their 
grounds to search or remove someone 
receiving sanctuary. However, for 
public relations reasons, federal agen-
cies traditionally have been resistant 

to forcing entry on church grounds.
“[Offering sanctuary] is not with-

out risk,” Goudy said in August. “As 
far as we can discern, ICE is honoring 
sanctuary.”

The Rev. Jane Heckles, the UCC’s 
Southern California-Nevada Confer-
ence Minister, accompanied Goudey 
during her meeting with the mayor.

“The Simi Valley UCC is a hearty 

band of 80 members who are minister-
ing according to their congregation’s 
common calling and vision,” Heckles 
said afterward. “They conduct wor-
ship on Sunday mornings to the tune 
of siren-equiped bullhorns out on the 
sidewalk, a bit unnerving.”

Letters of encouragement for Simi Valley UCC 
can be e-mailed to <pastor@uccsimi.org>.

Liliana [last name withheld], left, holds her fi ve-month-old son, Pablito. Liliana, a Mexican 
national, has found sanctuary from deportation at Simi Valley UCC in California.

June Goudy photo
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By J. Martin Bailey

When the job was fi nally com-
pleted, one environmental-
ly-conscious UCC church 

was ready for a real “solarbration.”
The task, in this case, was the 

installation of a solar electric system 
with panels on the church’s roof.

Members of Christ Congrega-
tion in Princeton, N.J. — which 
maintains a three-way affi liation 
with the UCC, the American Baptist 
Churches and the Alliance of Baptists 
— had lots to celebrate. There was 
joy apparent at worship and at the lun-
cheon that followed, and certainly a 
sense of signifi cant accomplishment.

Unobtrusive roof panels now 
convert the sun’s rays into more elec-
tricity than the church uses most days 
of the year. The excess is fed auto-
matically into the commercial power 
grid and earns the church a very size-
able reduction in its utility bills.

But more importantly, as far as 
members are concerned, they are 
reducing their “carbon footprint” by 
cutting the greenhouse gasses that 
cause global warming.

And they are witnessing to their 
conviction that the Bible calls Chris-
tians to be good stewards of God’s 
creation.

Their pastor, the Rev. Jeffrey 
Mays, has been preaching that kind 
of stewardship for years.

“When I quote John 3:16,” Mays 
says, “I make clear that God’s love 
for the world includes all that God 
has created — all that God called 
‘good’ in the fi rst chapter of Gene-
sis.” He has been pastor in Princeton 
for 20 years.

The head of New Jersey’s Green-
Faith, a religion-based organization 
that advocates improving the environ-
ment, says Christ Congregation is pro-
viding real leadership by its efforts.

The Rev. Fletcher Harper, of New 
Brunswick, N.J., says Christ Congre-
gation has played “an important lead-
ership role” through its solar project.

The chair of the congregation’s 
board of deacons also is enthusiastic. 
“It was worth all the effort, for sure,” 
says Bill Gaventa, who is an associ-
ate professor at the nearby Robert 
Wood Johnson Medical School. “The 
project helped our members take 
the issues more seriously,” he says. 
“Some are considering installing 
solar panels on their homes. Others 
have taken other steps. I bought a hy-
brid automobile.”

Solar benefi ts
After implementing several 

more-common environmental actions 
— like avoiding the use of styrofoam 
cups, installing energy-effi cient win-
dows, and keeping the thermostat set 
low when the building is not in use 
— the congregation made a careful 
analysis of the merits of a solar elec-
tric system.

According to the Rev. Charles 
McCollough, a member of Christ 
Congregation, “the policy statements 
of the UCC had a lot to do with the 
decision to install the solar electric 
panels on the roof.”

McCollough helped draft the 
1999 General Synod statement on 
Global Warming, and chaired the 
UCC’s working group on “Integrity 
of Creation, Justice and Peace.”

The church offered a screening 
of the Academy Award-winning doc-
umentary, “An Inconvenient Truth.,” 
which features former Vice President 
Al Gore. Among guests who viewed 
the fi lm were students from Princ-
eton High School, located across the 
street from the church. Afterward, the 
teen-agers enthusiastically followed 
the installation of the church’s solar 
electric system and wrote essays on 
environmental issues.

Many had never been inside the 
church until they attended the movie 
as a group.

McCollough and his wife, Carol, 
had taken the teachings of the policy 
statement seriously and installed a 
solar electric system on their farm 
house in nearby rural Hopewel in 
2003. They discovered that although 
their climate is not ideal for solar en-
ergy, they soon began saving enough 
on electricity bills to recover the in-
stallation costs. They use the power 
their system generates to help heat 
and light not only their home but also 
the barn-studio that Charles uses in 
his retirement work as a sculptor.

In the process, the McColloughs 
made friends with an engineer, Rick 
Brooke, who volunteered to install the 
church’s system and provided invalu-
able expertise. He was aided by archi-
tect William Wolfe, who volunteered 
to design the solar electric system.

Oak-tree obstacles
All this didn’t happen without 

stress. There was rough sailing for 
the fi rst part of Christ Congregation’s 
solar electric project.

When the congregation fi rst 
studied the potential of installing the 
panels, Brooke analyzed the hours 
of sunlight hitting the roof. He as-
certained that a large pin oak tree on 
the church property would create too 
much shade and recommended that 
it be taken down. If the tree was re-
moved, an estimated 40 photo-volta-
ic panels would power a 7.2 kilowatt 
system and provide for 75 to 80 per-
cent of the church’s energy needs.

State offi cials responsible for the 
New Jersey Clean Energy Program 
were encouraging and made a grant 
to help cover expenses. So the church 
obtained an initial permit for the proj-
ect, and a professional arborist was 
employed to remove the tree.

But the local shade-tree commis-
sion objected after several neighbors 
opposed the removal of the 60-foot 
oak. The shade-tree enthusiasts ar-

HIGHER POWERED

New Jersey church installs solar electric, leads by example

rived on the scene just 30 minutes 
before the arborists unloaded their 
chain saws.

By that time church members 
were deeply committed to the project 
and found a local lawyer who eager-
ly presented the church’s case to the 
borough council. Church members 
also sought to explain the theological 
and environmental rationale for the 
project. They emphasized the impor-
tance of reducing dependence on fos-
sil fuels and noted the hidden costs 
of pollution.

Eventually, a compromise was 
worked out. The church would re-
ceive a new permit but would need to 
see that three new trees were planted 
in the borough, as well as three on the 
church property.

Ironically, when the pin oak was 
being removed it was discovered that 
the tree was infected with a bacterial 
leaf scorch and would need to be re-
moved in any case.

During the weeks that this dra-
ma was playing out, the story made 
headlines in Princeton newspapers, 
thus building up the church’s repu-
tation as the fi rst “green church” in 
the borough. Overall, the church has 
enjoyed widespread support.

A progressive, open-and-affi rm-
ing church, Christ Congregation’s 
membership enjoys its diversity of 
viewpoints on many issues, but the 
church was clearly united when it 
needed to stand up to neighborhood 
pressure. Members turned out in full 
force at the Borough Council’s Sep-
tember meeting.

That commitment led GreenFaith 
to salute the church for “putting their 
faith into action for the earth.”

The Rev. John Deckenback, the 
UCC’s Central Atlantic Conference 
Minister, is also enthusiastic about 
the Christ Congregation’s efforts. The 
Conference has an active committee, 
headed by Jane Schaefer of Newark, 
Del., at work for energy alternatives.

To keep, to care
When McCollough was asked 

to preach for the post-installation 
“solarbration,” he challenged the 
centuries-old theology based on the 
fi rst chapter in the Bible. Genesis 
1:28 asserts that humanity’s purpose 
in life is to subdue the earth and have 
dominion over all creation. McCol-
lough prefers the second chapter of 
Genesis where God’s call to keep and 
care for creation is recorded.

“Through the ages,” he told 
those who attended the solarbration, 
“we have dominated the earth, the 
forests, animals, plants, waters, fi sh, 
land, skies, and — when we could 
get away with it — we have domi-
nated other people.”

“We live in the age of overload,” 
he said. “We have overloaded our 
cars, homes, stomachs, our time, our 
work loads, landfi lls and even our 
atmosphere. We have subdued and 
dominated God’s creation so thor-
oughly that we — at least the very 
poor — are drowning and cooking in 
our overload.”

He cited Isaiah and other proph-
ets who condemned such abuses of 

God’s creation and the apostle Paul 
who described “the whole creation 
groaning in travail.”

Pastor Mays says the solar pan-
els “refl ect and symbolize” the spirit 
of Christ Congregation.

“As a people,” Mays says, “we 
are open to new ways of thinking and 
doing. We are concerned about the 
degradation of our environment and 
are particularly concerned about the 
issue of global warming. And we are 
eager to affi rm God’s creation and 
our call to be stewards of creation.”

The Rev. J. Martin Bailey is former editor of 
United Church News’ predecessor publications, 
United Church Herald and A.D. Magazine. He 
also is the former Associate General Secretary 
of the National Council of Churches for Educa-
tion, Communication and Discipleship. He and 
his wife, Betty Jane, live in West Orange, N.J.

LEARN MORE@
<UCCECOACTION.ORG>
<ENERGYSTAR.GOV>
<INTERFAITHENERGY.COM>
<NRPE.ORG>

Workers install new solar electric panels at Church Congregation UCC in Princeton, N.J., 
where the sun’s rays are now converted into more electricity than the church can use in a 
year. The excess is fed into the commercial power grid.

Jeff Mays photo
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We are on a Mission . . .
to provide quality, affordable housing to older
adults, economically disadvantaged families and
persons with disabilities.

We are a recognized ministry of the
UCC and a member of the Council for
Health and Human Service Ministries.

Find out more about us at www.rhf.org
or call 1-800-590-1900 ext. 5131.



    OCTOBER | NOVEMBER 2007   UNITED CHURCH NEWS      A17

By Diana Keough

Religion News Service

tis Moss III is striking in 
a raw way. Broad-faced, 
boyish and slender, the 36-
year-old preacher looks 
more like a man who is 
consumed with fashion 
than the fate of sinners.

But when he steps into the large 
pulpit of Trinity UCC in Chicago 
and begins to preach, all eyes are 
drawn to him

“Jesus is the one who puts the 
devil in his p-la-ce,” Moss says, 
stretching “place” into three sylla-
bles. The choir standing behind him, 
more than 100 strong, seems to fade 
away. Moss holds a microphone in 
one hand and moves his free hand to 
the beat of his sermon. He seems in-
capable of uttering a dead sentence.

For the next hour, Moss rolls 
Scripture and hip-hop lyrics around 
in the same thoughts as he criticizes 
the mindset of young black males 
who’d rather play basketball than 
learn physics. He goes after Bush ad-
ministration policies, the war in Iraq 
and the United States’ free-market 
economy.

Such talk in any of the white 
churches across town would make 
the congregation squirm. Not so at 
Trinity UCC, where the words are 
met with exuberant clapping, stand-
ing ovations and loud exclamations 
of “Yes, pastor!”

Named one of “The Twenty to 
Watch” ministers under 40 by The 
African-American Pulpit magazine 
and one of the most infl uential Af-
rican-American religious leaders by 
the website <beliefnet.com>, Moss 
was handpicked by Trinity’s senior 
pastor, the Rev. Jeremiah A. Wright, 
to succeed him in 2008 because of 
Moss’ growing reputation in reach-
ing inner-city youth.

In the 2007 book, “Gospel Re-
mix: Reaching the Hip Hop Genera-
tion,” Moss wrote that the church is a 
place where young people should be 
able to see themselves in a positive 
light. “Most don’t,” he said, speaking 
by phone from his church offi ce.

That’s why Trinity’s stained-
glass windows depict biblical char-
acters with black faces, and why he 
says the Bible study curriculum and 
every sermon should affi rm black 
youngsters’ race, heritage and that 
God loves them.

The predominantly black Trinity 
UCC boasts more than 10,000 mem-
bers and is the largest church in the 
UCC.

Because U.S. Sen. Barack Obama 
(D-Ill.) is a member of Trinity, some 
of his critics have accused that the 
church’s motto — “Unashamedly 
Black and Unapologetically Chris-
tian” — refl ects a racially exclusive 
theology. The church’s “Black Val-
ue System” asks members to affi rm 
their commitment to God, the black 
community, the black family and 

Chicago’s Trinity UCC prepares to welcome new pastor for new generation

the black work ethic.
Moss said Greek Orthodox, Irish 

Catholics and German Lutherans can 
connect their faith to their culture 
without being criticized. “Blacks are 
the only group of people denied the 
ability to reach back to their roots, to 
connect to our culture to defi ne who 
we are,” he said.

Moss’ path to the high-profi le 
Chicago pulpit completes a circle of 
sorts. He’s the youngest son of Ed-
wina and Otis Moss Jr., considered 
Cleveland’s “First Family of Faith.”

His father, pastor of Olivet Insti-
tutional Baptist Church in Cleveland, 
remains known for mixing God and 
politics in a way that made many 
white people uneasy. Like his father, 
Moss embraces black liberation the-

ology, which interprets the Bible thru 
the lens of the struggles and oppres-
sion of black people

“The pre-eminent ethic of Je-
sus Christ, his inaugural sermon, is 
‘the Spirit of the Lord is upon you 
to preach the good news to the poor, 
to set up liberty, to set the captives 
free, to allow the mind to see,’” the 
younger Moss said. “I believe that is 
the mission of the church.”

It’s one of many things the father 
and son have in common.

“The church has to be the con-
science, the voice for the hopeless, 
the marginalized, the disinherited,” 
the elder Moss said. “Dr. King used 
to say that the church has to be the 
headlight, not the taillight.”

While father and son’s theologi-

cal, social and political views mirror 
each other, their mannerisms and 
preaching styles do not. The elder 
Moss speaks methodically, his dic-
tion formal. The younger Moss is 
stretched tight, like the membrane of 
a drum, exuding a tense energy.

Listening to him preach is like 
hearing a recording of his father, the 
tape stuck on fast-forward.

After watching his son preach at 
age 15, the elder Moss said, he hoped 
that one day his son would take over 
Olivet’s pulpit. “I knew then he had 
the touch, I would say, theologically, 
the anointing of a minister,” said Otis 
Moss Jr., now 72.

But at the time, the younger 
Moss wanted to become a fi lmmaker 
like his idol, Spike Lee. He was also 

When the Rev. Otis Moss III, who will become pastor of Trinity UCC in Chicago next year, preaches (here at Olivet Institutional Baptist 
Church in Cleveland), he intersperses Scripture and hip-hop lyrics.

Lonnie Timmons III/The Plain Dealer of Cleveland

people | places | things      people

an accomplished athlete, but while he 
was running track at Morehouse Col-
lege in Atlanta, he was slowed by the 
chicken pox and struggled to regain 
his strength and speed.

He said he heard God’s voice tell-
ing him, “Stop running in circles.”

He changed his major to reli-
gion and philosophy, knowing that 
he was being called to full-time 
ministry but hoping God didn’t 
want him to work in a church. “It’s a 
24-hour, seven-day-a-week job, and 
I didn’t think I would be cut out for 
it,” he said.

Fresh out of Yale Divinity 
School, he took a job working with 
a group of former gang members and 
drug dealers in Connecticut. When 
Moss talked about “Amazing Grace” 
and one man asked, “Who is she?”, 
he realized that trying to use “Chris-
tian-speak” to reach the disconnected 
and unchurched was a waste of time. 
Moss found using hip-hop lyrics was 
the perfect middle ground, and a 
ministry was born.

He moved to a church in Geor-
gia, which grew from 125 to 2,100 
members during his nine-year ten-
ure. He planned to stay in Georgia, 
and thought the only thing that might 
pull him away was stepping into his 
father’s pulpit in Cleveland.

In 2005, Wright invited Moss to 
come to Chicago to guest preach at 
Trinity UCC. During the visit, Wright 
asked him to consider taking over.

Moss thought he was kidding. 
After a year of prayer in Georgia, 
Moss and his wife packed their bags 
for Chicago.

“The more I began to refl ect on 
it, the more I realized that I would 
be going to Cleveland to support my 
father because I am his son, not be-
cause God was saying, ‘Go to Cleve-
land,’” Moss said.

Moss said the biggest problem 
within the black church is the chasm 
between the “civil rights generation 
and the hip-hop generation,” he said.

“It’s a gap of language, values. 
It’s a gap in the best tactics on how to 
transform the black community. It’s 
an intellectual gap in many ways,” he 
said. “There has to be a dialogue be-
tween those generations [so] that you 
don’t cast aside one generation or the 
other, or one generation doesn’t de-
monize the other.”

Father and son liken the differ-
ences between them — age, genera-
tion, style — to the differences be-
tween the Old Testament characters 
Moses and Joshua. Moses came to 
the threshold of the Promised Land 
but had to pass the baton to Joshua 
because Moses died before he could 
cross over.

“There’s a point [when] the Josh-
ua generation has to stand on its own 
two feet,” the younger Moss said, 
“but never disregard what the gen-
eration before it did for them.”

Diana Keough writes for The Plain Dealer in 
Cleveland.

Blacks are the only group of people denied the 
ability to reach back to their roots, to connect to 
our culture to defi ne who we are.”

— The Rev. Otis Moss III
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EMPLOYMENT

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS CHURCH IN 
PHOENIX, AZ SEEKS ASSOCIATE PAS-
TOR to join ministry team where she/he can 
contribute and grow, bring unique gifts and 
show leadership in outreach, family and youth 
ministry, spiritual growth, and contemporary 
worship. Located in established neighborhood 
of nation’s 5th largest and fastest growing city, 
Shepherd is a 500 member congregation with a 
tradition of outstanding preaching, worship, and 
music,, an emphasis on education and stimulat-
ing discussion for all ages, and a demonstrated 
commitment to service. For information, contact 
Laurel Kimball, Search Committee Chair, at 
<Kimball@thegreenleafgroup.co.> Submit pro-
fi le to Lark Hapke, SW Conference, 4423 North 
24th Street, #600, Phoenix, AZ 85016. 

CHURCH OF THE OPEN DOOR/UCC (Con-
gregational), a loving and caring church with 
a predominantly African American congrega-
tion needs a Minister of Music for the Chancel 
choir. Our Minister of Music is retiring after 
35+ wonderful years. New person must be 
profi cient on organ, piano, and in choir direct-
ing. Brief choir rehearsal at 10:00a.m. before 
Sunday morning Worship Service(10:30a.m.) 
and on Thursdays. Salary negotiable. Send re-
sume to Deacon William Clarke, <wclarke3@
hotmail.com>, or call 305 753-2379.

WE NEED AN ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRIES UCC 
church in central Massachusetts is looking for a 
fulltime Associate pastor with a portfolio of youth 
and children. The package is $40,000. We are 
an ONA church that has fought for and supported 
same sex (equal) marriage. We have a church 
full of kids with their joys and struggles. We LOVE 
to sing, the old ones and the new ones! We invite 
you to take a look at our website, <www.had-
wenparkchurch.org> and contact, Pastor Judy 
Hanlon at <gracelift@aol.com> or the search 
committee chairs at <suzyQ91756@aol.com>. 

TOMBSTONE, AZ 105-year-old congregation 
in “The Town Too Tough To Die” is seeking a 
part-time pastor. Rural community just one 
hour drive from Tucson, located in southern 
Arizona. High desert climate and warm congre-
gation waiting to greet their new pastor. Send 
current profi le to SW Conference.

THE VERMONT CONFERENCE SEEKS 
A CONFERENCE MINISTER Conference 
Profi le and application information are avail-
able from:  Rev. Adrianne L. Carr, 38 South 
Winooski Ave., Burlington, VT 05401; 802-862-
5010; <acarr@fi rstchurchburlington.org>.

BULLETIN BOARD

RETREAT

BOUND FOR BOSTON? Stay at historic Walk-
er Center. Ideal for Group Accommodations 
or B& B. Easy commute to downtown/airport. 
Tel.: 617.969.3919. email: <Reservations@
walkerctr.org>, <www.walkerctr.org>. 

RETIRE TO SCENIC BRISTOL VILLAGE in 
Southern Ohio. Safe, affordable, friendly, small-
town retirement living. Best retirement value in 
the nation. Enjoy the four seasons in a faith-
based community offering a full continuum of 
care. Check us out at <www.bristolvillage.org>; 

email <kjones@ncrccd.org>, or <lbower@
ncrccd.org>; 800-223-9766. Owned and man-
aged by National Church Residences. 

BROADWAY UCC, an Open and Affi rming 
Church, welcomes you to New York City and 
our 5 p.m. Sunday worship at Broadway and 
93rd St. <www.bwayucc.org>.

RESOURCES

IF YOU’RE CURRENTLY STRUGGLING 
WITH YOUR FINANCES, HEALTH OR 
PRAYING FOR A BETTER LIFESTYLE, your 
prayers can be answered by checking out the 
best home based business ever. Call Merrily 
402/439-2657.

MENTAL ILLNESS NETWORK: Visit our 
Websites: <min-ucc.org> and <pathway-
s2promise.org>. E-mail <bob.dell@ecunet.
org> or <bryancrousore@hotmail.com>; 
Phone: 866/822-8224, ext. 3838 (toll free).

WWW.EGIVE-USA.COM — Good Steward-
ship Made Easy! Please call or email us for 
a free brochure. 1.866.303.6623 or <brad@
egive-usa.com>.

SEEKING DIRECTION? Find a spiritual direc-
tor anywhere in the world. Learn about spiritual 
direction. Learn what to ask a spiritual director. 
<www.sdiworld.org>. 

MYSTERY DINNER FUND RAISERS — 
Raise FUNDS, have FUN, share FELLOW-
SHIP; Wesleyan Thespian Mystery Dinner Kits. 
Contact (781)837-6457 for more information.

GOD IS STILL LAUGHING I & II: REVISED 
HEIDELBERG CATECHISM JOKE BOOK & 
AID $8 & $1 S&H each. For info see web page, 
<home.comcast.net/~fcba>.
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cornerstonefund.org
888-UCC-FUND

Better than 
the market — 
or the 
mattress.

This is not an offer to sell our securities, and we are not soliciting you to buy our securities.  We will sell our securities only in states where authorized.  The offering is made solely by our Offering Circular, which may be obtained by calling us at 888-822-3863.  
Our securities are not insured by the FDIC or any other state or federally regulated institution.  Rates may change without notice.

In these uncertain economic times, deciding where 

to invest can keep you up nights. What turn will 

interest rates take? Are stocks safe? Are bonds better? 

Why not consider a Term Note from the Cornerstone 

Fund? It works like a certificate of deposit, so you’ll 

enjoy the fixed, competitive rates you want with the 

flexible terms you need. And you’ll be helping local 

UCC churches  while you wait for a clearer economic 

forecast. Visit us online for current rates and all the 

details. Then go ahead and sleep soundly.

®

The Rev. John Gage, pastor of United 
Church on the Green in New Haven, 
Conn., stands among the nearly 4,000 post-it 
notes on display in the church’s 200-year-old 
meeting house. Each post-it represents both 
the life of a single American serviceperson 
killed in Iraq, as well as 20 Iraqi civilians killed 
in the war. “Our prayer each Sunday now is 
that ‘God will keep the costs of our decisions 
always before our eyes,’” Gage says.

photo furnished

ARRESTED
The Rev. Dorothy P. Greet, a retired UCC minister living in Lewes, Del., was jailed on July 
23 in conjunction with a 400-person protest calling for impeachment proceedings against 
President Bush. Following a sit-in at the offi ces of U.S. Rep. John Conyers, chair of the 
House Judiciary Committee, Greet was one of fi ve jailed out of 45 arrested, because she 
refused to pay a $50 fi ne. “Going to jail is not an experience I would recommend,” Greet told 
United Church News. “Yet my motivation was the strong conviction that we must hold the 
Bush Administration accountable through impeachment for its lies, deceit and destructive 
policies lest future presidents believe they, too, are above the law.” 

PERSISTENT
Missouri State Rep. Jeanette Mott Oxford (D-St. Louis), an active member of Epiphany 
UCC in St. Louis and a graduate of UCC-related Eden Theological Seminary, kicked 
off a new “Surrounding Our Schools with Care Campaign” on Aug. 20 to “affectionately 
challenge” her legislative colleagues to “surround our schools with community support.” 
Says Jan Resseger, the UCC’s minister for public education, “One goal of this project, in 
addition to supporting volunteerism and corporate support, is to engage these politicians 
in their schools to the degree that they can’t stand back and just condemn public school 
educators and public education in general.”

DIED
The Rev. Letty M. Russell, one of the world’s foremost feminist theologians and longtime 
member of the Yale Divinity School faculty, died July 12 at her home in Guilford, Conn. 
She was 77. A leader for many years in the ecumenical movement, she remained active in 
ecumenical circles until her death, working for the World Council of Churches and the World 
YWCA. Although one of the fi rst women ordained in the former United Presbyterian Church 
(now Presbyterian Church U.S.A.), she was a member of First Congregational UCC in 
Guilford, Conn., where a memorial service was held on July 28.

REMEMBERED
The Rev. Doug Adams, a popular professor for 31 years at UCC-related Pacifi c School 
of Religion in Berkeley, Calif., and who played a leading role internationally on the subject 
of Christianity and the arts, died on July 24. “With his attention to the environment of 
worship, Doug Adams almost single-handedly transformed worship on the West Coast,” 
said the Rev. William McKinney, the seminary’s president.

Members of the Massachusetts Conference’s Open and Affi rming Task Force took the 
UCC’s “God is still speaking,” message to gay-friendly Provincetown, Mass., during two 
weekends in August. “P-town,” the site of the Pilgrim’s fi rst landing in 1620, is known now 
for its extravagant welcome of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community. Ironi-
cally, however, it has no UCC church. “In a total of about 4 hours each day, we interacted 
with 178 people,” says Kathie Carpenter, task force chair. Rick Carson, a UCC member in 
Florida and former Provincetown resident, fi rst conceived the idea after lamenting the lack 
of a UCC presence in this progressive, Pilgrim-signifi cant resort town.

PILGRIM’S SECOND LANDING:

photo furnished

PEACE POST-ITS: 

CLERGY DEATHS
Bretsch, Frederick P., 71, 8/19/2007
Hagen, Robert C., 43, 8/10/2007
Jones, Keta C., 64, 8/10/2007
Kelsey, George W., 75, 7/28/2007
Kimball, Stuart L., 88, 6/8/2007
Levinson, Norman A., 74, 7/19/2007

Information for clergy deaths is provided by UCC’s Pension Boards.

CONFERENCE CHANGES
The Rev. Jeffrey Whitman was elected Missouri Mid-South Conference Minister on Aug. 
25. He will begin his new ministry on Dec. 1.

PASTORAL CHANGES
Anderson, Meredith L. to Grace UCC, Two Rivers, WI
Carr, Cornelius J. from Craftsbury, VT to First Cong. Brookfi eld, VT
Christensen, Carl L. to Cong. UCC Ivoryton, CT
Clark, David from Pembroke, MA to Community UCC, West Dennis, MA
Clark, Kathleen S. to Federated, East Arlington, VT
Crebbin, Matthew S. from Hancock, NH to Cong. UCC, Newtown, CT
Dupere, Ray to Union Cong. UCC, Rockville, CT
Ellis, Gordon E. from Southington, CT to UCC, Keene, NH
Fairbanks, Jason D. from Fort Pierce, FL to First Cong. UCC, Lake Worth, FL
Flynn, Richard L. to St. Paul’s UCC, Delano, MN
Fox, Katherine J. to Cosmopolitan UCC, Carrollton, TX
Hart, Lisa A. to St. John’s UCC, Breese, IL
Heilman, Edwin C. from Elmore, OH to Park Cong. UCC, Toledo, OH
Jarvis, David F. to First Cong. UCC, Bristol, CT
Kuhn, Kathryn O. from Kiel, WI to Cedar Community UCC, West Bend, WI
Kreach, Toni to St. John UCC, Robinson, TX
Mann, Dana J. to Union UCC, Elk River, MN
McMichael, Rebecca J. from Lehighton, PA to St. Paul’s UCC/Christ’s UCC, Kempton/ 
New Tripoli, PA
McSwain, Harold W. from Fort Lauderdale, FL to First Cong. UCC, Ocala, FL
Mereschuk, Christopher J. to First Church of Christ Cong. UCC, Glastonbury, CT
Meyer, Ronald N. to Cong. UCC, Rochester, MN
O’Gorman, Gary to Int., Community UCC, Shrewsbury, VT
Ott, Jennie E. to First Cong. UCC, Minneapolis, MN
Painting, James W. from Carrollton, OH to St. Paul’s UCC, East Canton, OH
Parker, Alan to United, Craftsbury, VT
Savides, Stephen P. from Watertown, WI to First Cong. UCC, Appleton, WI
Schmatzhagen, Lisa M. to First Cong. UCC, Oconomowoc, WI
Speece, Grant W. from Granada, MN to Faith United, Ada, MN
Stone, Kelly J. to chaplain, Lakeland College, Sheboygan, WI
Thompson, Kathleen B. to North Madison Cong. UCC, Madison, CT
Titusdahl, Gary A. to Zimbrota/Oronoco, MN
Tobak, Howard H. from St. Paul, MN to Minnesota Conf. staff., Minneapolis, MN
Utke, William from Wauwatosa, WI to Emanuel UCC, Hales Corners, WI
Wall, Shannon R. to First Cong. UCC, Darien, CT
Watling, Greg R. from Dale, WI to First Cong. UCC, New London, WI
Watson, Margaret P. from Southbury, CT to Cong. UCC, Longwood, FL
Weier, Susan K. to Cong. UCC, Grinnell, IA

Information for pastoral changes is provided by the UCC’s Parish Life and Leadership Ministry.

Roberts, Ronald J., 66, 7/17/2007
Robinson, David A., 81, 8/13/2007
Robinson, Robert O. 50, 7/7/2007
Sink, Charles Keith, 79, 7/15/2007
Swann, Arthur W., 90, 8/25/2007
Yearick, Homer F., 88, 8/8/2007
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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
Across UCC, churches approach Eucharist
with diverse traditions, meaningful practices

orld Communion Sunday 
may come and go without 
much fanfare, foregoing 
celebrity hype and lack-
ing attention-grabbing 
scandal.

But in an increas-
ing globalized world, where differ-
ences can be divisive, sharing in the 
elements of the Lord’s Supper is the 
quiet constant that unites believers of 
Christ — that grace, redemption and 
healing are afforded through the sim-

ple sharing of sacred bread and cup.
On Oct. 7, congregations across 

the UCC and countless other denom-
inations will celebrate Holy Com-
munion. For some it will be a somber 
occasion. For others, the elements 
will be received joyfully.

Sue Blain, the UCC’s minister 
for worship, refl ecting on the myriad 
of different ways that Holy Commu-
nion is celebrated, shared and distrib-
uted among Christians, says, “I think 
the ideal would be for folks to experi-

ence communion in a variety of dif-
ferent ways.”

Blain says that when commu-
nion is served in the pews, it symbol-
izes God coming among the people, 
feeding them. “But having to make a 
choice to move forward has another 
level of commitment in some re-
spects,” she says. 

“Both are true, both are valid,” 
says Blain. “I think we could experi-
ence all of that and be enriched spiri-
tually.”

At UCC’s Cathedral of Hope, 
communion is weekly highpoint

Cathedral of Hope UCC in 
Dallas, Texas, regards itself as the 
largest liberal Christian church in 
the world with a primary outreach to 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen-
der people.

Each week, at Sunday morn-
ing services and a Wednesday night 
contemporary worship, communion 
is celebrated.

The Rev. Dr. Jo Hudson, senior 
pastor of Cathedral of Hope UCC, 
says the decision to serve commu-
nion each week came from both 
practical and spiritual reasons. 

“Nobody grew up in this con-
gregation,” explains Hudson, who 
says that the 37-year-old congrega-
tion is comprised largely of trans-
plants from the Roman Catholic and 
Southern Baptist traditions. “For 
those who come out of a tradition 
where communion, or the Lord’s 
Supper or the Eucharist is served 
every week, that’s essential to their 
worship life.”

“I think this church also needed 
that sacrament of grace in a way 
many churches might not have felt 
that need,” Hudson says. “This con-
gregation suffered greatly during 
the AIDS crisis of the late 1980s and 

early 1990s. It had close to 1,500 
people die of AIDS. [Communion] 
became an important part of the 
healing of the congregation.”

Hudson describes communion 
as being a high point of each wor-
ship service.

“The emphasis is on celebra-
tion of the feast, the joy of receiv-
ing, and the hope contained within 
that,” she says. “Some of the older 
liturgies are more focused on sin and 
repenting. Not that we don’t recog-
nize that sin exists, but we interpret 
the sacrament as an act of grace that 
is designed to bring hope, peace and 
reconciliation to people.”

Having communion each week 
has become so central that Hudson 
feels its importance in worship is as 
a response to God’s Word.

“The sacred moment of that 
sacrament is so powerful, in terms 
of helping people heal,” she says. 
“It offers grace. We’re so commit-
ted to the notion that ‘Everyone 
is welcome to the table.’ We want 
to demonstrate that every single 
week.” 

Join Cathedral of Hope UCC for worship online 
at <cathedralofhope.com>. 

Disciples/UCC local churches prompt
examination of communion ‘frequency’

First Congregational UCC in 
San Jose, Calif., has a long-standing 
relationship with the United Dis-
ciples Fellowship, a congregation of 
the Disciples of Christ. The two faith 
communities share facilities and wor-
ship, but both keep true to their own 
denomination’s interpretations.

The Rev. Nathan A. Miller says 
that the relationship between the two 
churches can sometimes seem con-
fusing to outsiders, but says the part-
nership has worked seamlessly.

“[The UDF] resembles a house 
church,” explains Miller, who shares 
his ministerial responsibilities with 
his associate, the Rev. Nancy C. Pe-
ters. “They meet on the fi rst Saturday 
of every month in someone’s home. 
They have a worship time, a program 
time, and a business meeting time. 
Part of their worship time is always 
the sacrament of communion, in 
keeping with the Disciples tradition.”

Each Sunday, both congregations 
share in a common worship service, 
and the church has found a way to 
honor the Disciples’ tradition of week-
ly communion, even though the UCC 
congregation traditionally celebrates 
the Lord’s Supper just once a month. 

“At the close of the organ post-

lude — we’re very careful not to say 
‘at the close of worship’ because this 
is a continuation of worship — peo-
ple have already been invited to come 
forward to communion if they wish,” 
says Miller. The UDF furnishes the 
bread and wine, and communion is 
served by intinction up around the 
communion table in the chancel. All 
are welcome, and Miller says that be-
sides the UDF members, many visi-
tors and UCC members will also take 
part in the sacrament.

Miller admiringly describes the 
UDF congregation as “an empow-
ered bunch” and says its members are 
very theologically astute.

While Peters is a member of 
UDF, Miller is not. Still, Miller says 
the UDF is very gracious in welcom-
ing him to events, but says, “they are 
really self-suffi cient in all the posi-
tive ways.” And the UCC congrega-
tion has benefi ted greatly from the 
special interest the UDF has taken in 
sponsoring adult education events, 
such as a lectureship series. 

Miller says while worship style 
between UCC and Disciples of 
Christ communities are very simi-
lar, the two sacraments — com-
munion and baptism — are viewed 

quite differently.
“We understand the act of com-

munion much the same, but the fre-
quency hardly matches any UCC 
church,” he says. As for baptism, Mill-
er says, “The Disciples of Christ tradi-
tion practices adult baptism, which is 
a practice of the UCC, but infrequent. 
And the Disciples immerse.” 

While serving a church in Mesa, 
Ariz., Miller remembers his church, 
a union between Disciples of Christ 
and UCC, sprinkled the UCC babies 
and immersed the Disciples young 
teens and adults. “We’d roll in a tank 
and fi ll it up with a hose—it took a 
day to do it—and there was a heater 
so that the water wasn’t too cold!” 

These differences, Miller says, 
have never gotten in the way. On 
World Communion Sunday, the UDF 
members will lead the entire wor-
ship, serving communion in the joint 
worship service with First Congre-
gational UCC in San Jose, and both 
congregations will partake in the ele-
ments, united in Christ. 

“Our UCC people only see en-
hancement of our ministry,” says 
Miller, “and I think the Disciples 
group sees only enhancement to their 
ministry. It’s just part of who we are.” 

‘SACRAMENTAL SURPLUS’
Pastor: Holy Communion calls us to universal solidarity

“There’s a surplus of meaning 
in the sacrament, and we don’t want 
to nail it down to one thing,” says 
the Rev. Mary Luti, one of the pas-
tors at First Church in Cambridge 
(Mass.) UCC.

Luti says her congregation cel-
ebrates communion once monthly at 
the morning worship, besides special 
feast days. A Sunday afternoon ser-
vice featuring gospel and jazz music 
serves weekly communion.

Luti feels there is a renewed in-
terest in ritual action across the UCC, 
not only in the sacrament of commu-
nion, but also healing and anointing.

“It’s a positive development,” 

she says. “It recovers some of the 
most ancient traditions of the church 
that are neither Catholic nor Protes-
tant. They are simply practices that 
help our bodies and our minds.”

To Luti, making sure the com-
munion service never loses its edge 
is the key to making the ritual mean-
ingful and thought-provoking.

“Very often we repeat the line, 
‘Jesus sat down to supper with the 
one who would betray him and the 
one who would deny him.’ That line 
refers to Judas and Peter,” she says. 
“There is a challenge there. How do 
we sit with our enemies? How do we 
sit with the people we don’t agree 

with, or who don’t love us?”
“On World Communion Sun-

day, a lot of churches are rediscover-
ing the universal aspect of our com-
munion,” says Luti. “These rituals 
are among the ways we show forth 
and also ground our solidarity with 
people all over the world.”

For Luti, communion has a 
meaning that transcends time and 
place. “During communion,” she 
says, “we really link up with the 
church as it has been, as it is now, 
and as it will be … we look forward 
to the day when everyone will be fed 
around this table with equal joy and 
equal justice.”
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