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Youth and young adults lit-
erally change the world …
and the church!

In 1806, students at 
Williams College, inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, pledged to share the 
good news of Jesus overseas. By 
1810 they had convinced the asso-
ciation of Congregational Church-
es, meeting in Bradford, Mass., to 
create the American Board of Com-
missioners for Foreign Missions 
which, in 1812, sent out the fi rst 
six young adults from this country. 
What an amazing youth movement 
they started!  The ABCFM still ex-

ists, now called Wider Church Ministries (WCM), with more 
than 200 partners in 80 countries, working together with the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) through Global Minis-
tries to offer critical presence at the point of deepest need.

Two hundred years later, UCC youth and young adults are 
still inspired to spread the love of God to our broken world.  
At the opening worship of our National Youth Event (NYE), 
the decibel level was extreme as we sang, clapped, yelled and 
stamped our feet to the beat of some amazing young musi-
cians. Moments later, participants listened in rapt silence 
as young adult Krista 
Johnson, a Global Mis-
sion Intern for Global 
Ministries recently 
back from Jerusalem, 
described the daily life 
of her Israeli and Pales-
tinian neighbors and co-workers in that deeply troubled part 
of God’s “so loved world.” This fall Krista begins a graduate 
program in confl ict resolution to further equip her to be part 
of Christ’s ministry of reconciliation. 

One thousand youth signed up for the most popular forum 
at NYE. Manyang Mangar, one of the “Lost Boys of Sudan,” 
told his compelling childhood story of wandering through the 
harsh wilderness of southern Sudan to escape the violence of 
civil war 20 years ago before ending up in a refugee camp 
with thousands of other children and youth.  Eventually he 
was resettled in the U.S. by First Congregational UCC in 
Madison, Conn. At NYE, Manyang joined other young peo-
ple painting “tents of hope,” calling attention to the plight of 
victims in Darfur in western Sudan.

Music and dance permeated NYE, with dozens of youth 
leading liturgical dance and drumming for justice. One was 
Silimanothan Halsana, a trained classical Laotian dancer and 
talented musician whom WCM sponsored to come to the U.S. 
this summer. As a child, Sili was in the fi rst center for at-risk 
children sponsored by Global Ministries in Laos and now di-
rects music, theater, and dance in several of these children’s 
centers while enrolled in the fi rst university program for so-
cial workers in that country which Global Ministries’ staff in 
Laos was instrumental in founding. 

Yes, young people can change the world. Keynote speak-
er Julia Butterfl y Hill lived 180 feet up in a giant redwood 
tree for two years, claiming the power of one person to posi-
tively impact the environment. In his 20s Eboo Patell started 
an interfaith organization which brings young Christians, 
Jews, and Muslims together for service projects and mutual 
understanding.

NYE reignited my own hopes for the future. I have no 
doubt that our world and our beloved church will be changed 
for the better by the wonderful young people of NYE 2008.

The Rev. Cally Rogers-Witte is executive minister for Wider Church Min-

istries and co-executive of Global Ministries. She is also a member of the 

UCC’s five person Collegium of Officers.
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NYE inspires our hopes

FROM THE
COL LEGIUM

Cally Rogers-Witte

Yes, young people can 
change the world.

NIN 2008 — ANOTHER WORLD IS POSSIBLE
The Neighbors in Need offering, which will be received in most 

congregations on Sun., Oct.5, supports the UCC’s ministries of 
justice and compassion throughout the United States. Two-thirds of 
the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to 
fund a wide array of local and national justice initiatives, advocacy 
efforts, and direct service projects.

Through UCCTakeAction.org, the national Justice and Witness 
Ministries office offers resources, news updates, and action alerts 
on a broad spectrum of justice issues. Working with members of 
the UCC Justice and Peace Action Network (a network of thou-
sands of UCC justice and peace advocates), Justice and Witness 
continues its strong policy advocacy work on the federal budget, 
voting rights, immigration, health care, hate crimes, civil liberties, 
and environmental justice.

Neighbors in Need also supports our American Indian neigh-
bors in the UCC. One-third of the offering supports the UCC’s 
Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM). Historically, fore-
bears of the UCC established churches and worked with Lakota, 
Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, Arickara, and Hocak in North 
and South Dakota, Wisconsin, and northern Nebraska.  

Today there are 20 UCC congregations on reservations and 
one urban, multi-tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis. These 
churches and their pastors are supported by CAIM, an invaluable 
resource for more than 1,000 individuals from dozens of other 
tribes and nations who are members of other UCC congregations 
in the United States.

A leader’s guide, printable poster and bulletin inserts, along 
with a link to the Neighbors in Need online donation form, can be 
found at <ucc.org/nin/>.

UCC MAKES 2008 HURRICANE APPEAL
In the wake of damages caused during the 2008 Atlantic 

hurricane season the UCC has issued an appeal for $250,000 
and 1,001 cleanup buckets to support emergency and long-term 
relief and rebuilding efforts.

Hurricanes Fay, Gustav, and Ike, as well as tropical storm 
Hanna have left a trail of death and destruction across the nations 
of the Caribbean, throughout Florida and across the Gulf Coast 
of the United States.

Susan Sanders, minister for Global Sharing of Resources, 
said One Great Hour of Sharing emergency response grants have 
been rushed to Church World Service and partners in Haiti, the 
Dominican Republic and Jamaica to support immediate response 
efforts.

“UCC national and international disaster response staff is in 

regular contact with impacted Conferences and partners offering 
prayers, assistance and support in this stressful time,” said 
Sanders.

The appeal includes summaries of each storm’s impact, 
details of the UCC’s response and readiness, information on how 
individuals and congregations can help in the recovery efforts.  
More information and a link to the secure donation page can be 
found at <ucc.org/disaster/ucc-2008-hurricane-response.html>

'BEYOND BORDERS' PRESENTS FAITH IN ACTION
While politicians debate immigration reform, one thing is 

clear to many people of faith living in Arizona’s borderlands: 
letting human beings (documented or otherwise) die in the desert 
is unacceptable.

“Beyond Borders: Faith and Action in the Arizona Desert” is 
a 25-minute documentary examining the work of humanitarian 
groups such as Humane Borders, the Samaritan Patrol, No 
More Deaths, and Borderlinks in preventing these desert deaths. 
The organizations also aim to help people north of the border 
understand the forces and factors behind migration across the 
U.S./Mexico border, and the impact of public policy on border 
communities.

The DVD is distributed by DisciplesWorld magazine, a journal 
of news, opinion, and mission for the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ.) It was directed and produced by the Rev. Rebecca 
Woods, DisciplesWorld news editor. The Rev. Delle McCormick, 
UCC minister and former missionary in Chiapas, Mexico, is 
featured in her role as executive director of Borderlinks.

“Beyond Borders” is available for $12.95 plus shipping 
from the DisciplesWorld’s website, <disciplesworld.com>, or on 
<amazon.com>.

¡MISSIONWORKS! TO GATHER IN CLEVELAND 
Global Ministries, a joint venture of the UCC and the Chris-

tian Church (Disciples of Christ), holds its fourth ¡Missionworks! 
conference Oct. 2-5 in Cleveland. 

A capacity crowd of 130 UCC and Disciples of Christ lay and 
clergy members will join to hear missionary stories, learn about 
current issues and trends all over the world, receive tools and 
resources for sharing on specific topics, and leave challenged for 
action. Nearly every conference and region is represented by an 
equal number of UCC and Disciples participants.

Thirty members of the Fellowship of Continuing Understand-
ing and Support (FOCUS) unite on Oct. 2 for the first time in eight 
years. This group of long-term missionaries, national staff and 
board members are committed to keeping mission at the forefront 
of congregations.

Following the FOCUS meeting, ¡Missionworks! keynote 
speaker, the Rev. Jim Moos of Bismark (N.D) UCC, will tell his 
personal mission story which involved his congregation and the 
entire community, eventually building a school in East Timor. 

Current missionaries and former mission volunteers will de-
scribe accompaniment in the Middle East, growing faith in Eu-
rope, environmentalism in Hong Kong, refugees in France, and 
patriotic pride and prejudice in Australia. 

Mission projects highlighted during the event include a "tent 
of hope" for Darfur, letter writing to missionaries, food collection for 
area food pantries in cooperation with the churches of the UCC's 
Western Reserve Association, and a global hand-craft sale.

Sixty participants will stay an extra day for Ministries and 
Mission Interpreters’ Training Oct. 4-5 to advance their knowl-
edge of mission advocacy. 

A commissioning worship service at the conclusion of the 
training will consecrate the three year commitment trainees have 
made to an action plan of their own design. They join the 550 
trained Ministries and Mission Interpreters already networked 
across the US.

Please visit the Global Ministries website <globalministries.
org> for more information. 
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“Connecting Threads” takes 
viewers on a trip around the world 
to see how ordinary people are 
sharing their talents and time to 
join in partnership with others for 
a better world. With assistance 
from Global Ministries, the over-
seas ministry arm of the UCC and 
the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), they are making a differ-
ence in people’s lives. Missionar-
ies and volunteers travel abroad 
only by invitation from the host 
countries. Their stories as partners 
in faith are inspired by those af-
fected by mission works.

“It’s not often that we have an 
opportunity to take a trip around 
the world in less than an hour,” says 
the Rev. J. Bennett Guess, head of 
the UCC’s communication depart-
ment. “‘Connecting Threads’ en-
ables viewers to experience diverse 
people, landscapes and religious 
perspectives, while being reminded 
that the Christian faith, when at its 
best, is global in its reach and in-
clusive in its mission.”

The documentary shows how 
Africans and Americans are work-
ing together to prevent more cases 

of HIV/AIDS in Africa. It high-
lights how young people living 
in Laos and India are learning the 
skills they need to pull themselves 
and their families out of poverty. 
It challenges perceptions and mis-
conceptions about life in China and 
the Marshall Islands.  It travels to 
Guatemala, Haiti and Chile to dis-
cover how dedicated Christians 
are striving to overcome adversity 
while celebrating their faith. And 
it explores how Global Ministries 
works in close partnership with 
ecumenical and interfaith partners 
in Palestine, Hungary, Turkey and 
Germany to heal the scars of war 
and prejudice.

“Watching 'Connecting Threads' 
is a vibrant, fast-paced way to view 
the good news of mission projects 
all around the world,” says Jan Ae-
rie, a spokesperson for Global Min-
istries. “It brings the voices and 
lives of our global neighbors right 
into our homes and hearts.” 

According to the director of 
the video, Jean Robinson, it took 
the UCC video crew three years to 
complete this documentary. “Trav-
eling all over the globe and visiting 

some of the poorest communities 
in the world changed forever how 
I look at churches,” Robinson said. 
“It was amazing to see how much 
good work is being done by com-
passionate missionaries and volun-
teers. The world would be poorer 
in spirit and compassion without 
assistance from ecumenical groups 
like Global Ministries.” 

In  2007, Global Ministries had 
a total of 147 missionaries serving 
in 44 countries, which included 
69 fully supported missionaries, 
nine global mission interns (young 
adults ages 18-30), 10 long-term 
volunteers (one year or more) and 
59 overseas associates. 

For additional information please visit <ucc.org/

connecting-threads>.

MISSION REACH FOCUS OF 'CONNECTING THREADS'
Global Ministries’ documentary to air on NBC

In this age of poverty, natural disasters and injustice, it’s refreshing 
to be reminded that ordinary people still can make a difference in 
the world. That reminder comes in the form of a new documentary 
called “Connecting Threads.” 
The video is the latest documentary produced by the UCC, the 

Interfaith Broadcasting Commission and the National Council of 
Churches. It will debut on NBC TV stations nationwide starting Oct. 
5, 2008. 

In a written memo, the Rev. 
Jim Moos, chair of the Execu-
tive Council, said, “Over the 
last several months the associate 
general minister, Edith Guffey, 
the Hawaii Conference Min-
ister, [the] Rev. Charles Buck, 
and I have been in conversation 
about the 2011 General Synod. 
Of particular concern is the in-
creased cost of air travel, a de-
velopment which industry ex-
perts expect to worsen.”

Moos noted that just as fam-
ilies and other business have 
been forced to make budget 
decisions to accommodate in-
creasing fuel costs; the national 
setting of the UCC has been 
obliged to rethink how they do 
their work.

The memo emphasized that 
the executive committee valued 
the rich culture and hospital-
ity delegates and visitors to the 
General Synod would have ex-
perienced by meeting in Hawaii. 
However, it was stated by the 
committee that financial con-
cerns including increased travel 
costs, up approximately 50 per-
cent from just a year ago, would 
result in expenses beyond what 

the national setting and Confer-
ences could bear. 

Buck addressed Hawaiian 
congregations directly saying, 
“Given the new realities, we, 
myself included, felt it was 
necessary to reconsider holding 
Synod in Hawaii.”

“As I see it, however, both 
votes — the first that took place 
two years ago to hold Synod 
here, and then yesterday’s vote 
not to — were reasonable deci-
sions given what was known at 
the time. Sometimes God may 
lead us in directions opposite 
those we have taken earlier,” 
said Buck.

Guffey, as well as the UCC’s 
meeting services staff, will ex-
plore potential new sites and 
bring their recommendation for 
consideration to the spring 2009 
Executive Council meeting.

High fuel costs thwart Hawaii 
location for 2011 General Synod
Alternate sites to be considered, decision due early 2009
By Gregg Brekke

T
he UCC executive committee of the Executive Council 
convened on Wednesday, Sept. 3, to discuss whether or 
not to proceed with the 2011 meeting in Hawaii or move 
to a different, yet undetermined, site.

Following signifi cant discussion of the executive committee, 
including the UCC’s fi ve-person Collegium of Offi cers and Hawaii 
Conference Minister, the Rev. Charles Buck, a motion was passed 
to rescind the 2006 selection of Hawaii as the site for the 2011 
General Synod.

God may lead us in 
directions opposite those 
we have taken earlier."

— Hawaii Conference Minister

By Gregg Brekke

M eetings of the Governance 
Follow-up Team II held 
Sept. 5-7 resulted in a new 

document outlining its proposal for 
a single UCC governance board of 
85-88 members. Provisionally called 
the United Church Board (UCB), 
the proposal will be presented to the 
existing boards for approval during 
their respective Oct. and Nov. meet-
ings.

In an effort to simplify denomi-
national governance and provide 
more cost-effective leadership, the 
proposal calls for reclassifying the 
Covenanted Ministries as ministry 
teams under common board leader-
ship and the removal of the Offi ce of 
General Ministries as a Covenanted 
Ministry.

As such, the associate general 
minister position would be eliminat-
ed and replaced with a chief admin-
istrative offi cer who would oversee 
shared services and report to the gen-
eral minister and president.

Under the proposal, the Col-
legium would be reduced from fi ve 
to four members represented by ex-

ecutive ministers from Local Church, 
Justice and Witness, and Wider 
Church ministries as well as the gen-
eral minister and president.

If approved, UCB members 
would serve all the functions of the 
current Executive Council and will 
incorporate all the duties of the Offi ce 
of General Ministries. In addition, all 
the members of the UCB would gov-
ern the corporations of each of the 
UCC’s national setting ministries.

It is recommended that 68 board 
positions be open through the exist-
ing nominating process with a provi-
sion for up to three additional mem-
bers as follows: 

Thirty-eight members, one • 
from each of the UCC conferences;

Nine at-large youth and/or • 
young adult members;

Three members from the UCC • 
Disabilities Ministries;

Two members each from the • 
Council for American Indian Minis-
try, the Council for Hispanic Minis-
tries, Ministers for Racial, Social and 
Economic Justice, Pacifi c Islander 
and Asian American Ministries, 
United Black Christian, the Coun-
cil for Youth and Young Adult Min-

istries, and the UCC Coalition for 
LGBT Concerns;

One member each from the • 
Council for Racial and Ethic Min-
istries, the Council for Theological 
Education, the Council for Higher 
Education and the Historical Coun-
cil; and

Up to three at-large representa-• 
tives may be added by UCB decision 
each biennium in order to ensure di-
versity concerns are appropriately 
represented.

The remaining 17 members 
would be represented as follows: 

Six conference ministers, one • 
each from the UCC regions;

One representative each from • 
the United Church Foundation, Inc., 
The Pension Boards, the Council 
of Health and Human Services, and 
the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ);

The moderator and two assis-• 
tant moderators of General Synod;

The Covenanted Ministries • 
Executive Ministers; and

The UCC’s general minister • 
and president.

If approved by the existing 
boards in the Oct. and Nov. meetings 

ELIMINATE ONE COVENANTED MINISTRY, TRIM BOARDS SAYS PROPOSAL
Governance team makes recommendation to UCC boards

the model will be used to draft con-
stitution and bylaw changes required 
to implement the structure. 

The published timeline antici-
pates submission of the governance 
model and constitutional changes 
to the 2009 General Synod for dis-
cussion and vote. If ratifi ed, bylaw 
amendments will be presented at 
the 2011 General Synod for ap-
proval. Implementation of the new 
governance model is scheduled for 
completion in October 2011 should 
approval be met through the actions 
of the General Synod.

In an effort to address the con-
cerns of historically underrepresented 
groups, the proposal makes explicit 
provisions to maintain diversity, in-
cluding at least 50 percent persons 
of color and 50 percent female repre-
sentation on the UCB.

To ensure additional diversity, 
the proposal recommends three equal 
portions of clergy, lay women and 
lay men along with a commitment to 
install 20 percent of board members 
in any nominating period who are 
younger than age 30.

The Rev. John Thomas, general 
minister and president of the UCC, 
is encouraged by the progress made 
on this latest revision. “It represents 
a streamlined structure that continues 
to honor the historic work that has 
been carried forward by the four cov-
enanted ministries,” says Thomas, 
“and would respect, legally and mor-
ally, the intentions of donors to his-
toric endowments.”  

The most recent version of the 
Governance Follow-up Team docu-
ment can be found at <ucc.org/assets/
pdfs/governanceproposal.pdf>

[The video] brings the 
voices and lives of our 
global neighbor’s right into 
our homes and hearts.”
— Global Ministries spokesperson 

Tibetan children celebrate the opening of a 
new school built with mission dollars.
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SEND LETTERS of fewer than 150 words to United 

Church News, 700 Prospect Ave., Cleve land, OH 44115; 

e-mail <brekkeg@ ucc.org>. Please note that let ters may 

be ed it ed for brev i ty and clarity. 

Gregg Brekke
Editor

IN  THE
MARGINS

INTRODUCING THE EDITOR

In the margins: We follow roadmaps of well-intentioned scribbles

Movement into the margins is 
quite possibly the most challeng-
ing call for today’s church — to 

identify, serve and include those 
who have been marginalized.”

Keep it separate
It is not the place of a church to take sides 

in a political campaign. We should not offi cial-
ly back either candidate.  

In our congregation we welcome everyone 
of any color or political affi liation.  Believe me, 
at our church we have many conservative Re-
publicans as well as liberal Democrats. We are 
all welcome and we all work together in many 
mission activities.  

Let’s keep our politics separate from our 
good works.

Gaylen and Shirley Mendini
Greendale Community UCC

Greendale, Wis.

Elections count
We are again seeing some of the dirty 

tricks and smear tactics that have marred and 
obstructed recent campaigns and elections.

When John McCain ran against George W. 
Bush in 2000, he was accused of fathering a 
“black love child” in an adopted daughter from 
Bangladesh and his wife of being a “drug ad-
dict” in a dependence on pain pills.

And it’s not surprising that John Kerry, 
a decorated Vietnam War veteran, should be 
“swift-boated” as unpatriotic and un-American 
in 2004.

Such deceptive attacks are obviously harm-
ful to actual debate of important issues and 
clear presentation of possible solutions. The 
American public of course deserves better, and 
may vote this time around not only for the more 

capable candidate but also against such destruc-
tive practices now and for the future.

Our country has problems to solve about 
war, jobs, the economy, infrastructure, climate 
change, health care and education. Instead we 
are again being distracted by gossip, innuendo, 
wedge issues, gotcha questions, gridlock and 
smaller matters.

Do people want to move forward or back-
ward? We are all of course going to live with 
the results of one direction or the other. 

The Rev. David W. Long 
West Chester, Pa.

Pulpits and politicians
I was a member of the UCC for over 30 

years, almost from its founding.
In reference to your online article titled, “In 

defense of church-state line, UCC clergy will 
publicly call for IRS investigation of Alliance 
Defense Fund,” I’m wondering how a church 
that prides itself on speaking truth to power, 
advocating the application of Christian values 
in public life, taking principled stands on every 
issue that comes down the pike and exhaust-
ing itself on proclamations and statements to 
everybody and anybody in power takes a stand 
against freedom of speech in the pulpit.

Why would you not want to have the un-
fettered freedom to advocate for political posi-
tions and candidates in the church? Wouldn’t it 
have been better to have avoided the General 
Synod [IRS investigation] entirely? 

Mark Hemenway
President, New England Prison Ministries

Lowell, Mass.

Memories of youth
Your article on the Pilgrim and Youth Fel-

lowships meeting 50 years ago [Aug.-Sept.] 
brought back some memories.

Ten years before, I was a member of the 

fi rst summer caravan team, sponsored by the 
Evangelical and Reform Church. We toured as 
an interracial and interdenominational team of 
college-plus years. We visited cities with mul-
tiple E&R churches and stayed several days, if 
possible, promoting race relations and church 
youth activities. We ended our tour in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., at a huge youth gathering.

I wrote of our trip, sent it to the Philadel-
phia where it was shared with our national 
youth magazine. The pictures and records are 
at Lancaster Seminary, I believe.

Thank you for the article and the fi ne 
memories it evoked.
 Lois K. Toms
 Waynesboro, Pa.

‘Herald’ correction
First, I need to express appreciation for 

United Church News. Every issue is antici-
pated and promptly read from cover to cover. 
Keep up the good work.

Second, a page two article in the Aug.-
Sept. edition credited two Congregational pas-
tors as founders of the “Herald of Gospel Lib-
erty.” I think the originators’ denominational 
affi liation is in error.

Historians credit Elias Smith, disaf-
fected Baptist minister and a founding fa-
ther of the movement in New England that 
joined similar movements in Virginia and 
Kentucky to form the Christian Church, as 
the founder and first editor of the “Herald of 
Gospel Liberty.”

Smith received fi nancial support and great 
encouragement from Isaac Wilber, a congress-
man from Rhode Island, and credited Wilber 
with the idea for a religious newspaper that 
espoused the idea of religious liberty. My 
sources do not indicate the religious affi liation 
of Mr. Wilber.

Abner Jones, also a disaffected Baptist 

minister, founding minister of free Christian 
Churches in New England, met and infl u-
enced Elias Smith in early years of the 19th 
century and became a leader in the movement 
that became part of the Christian Church, 
which later merged with the Congregational 
churches.

Thanks for your ear and patience. I am a 
retired UCC minister, ordained in 1953 in a 
Congregational Christian Church in Pennsyl-
vania, originally a Christian Church. My min-
istry, almost 39 years, was invested in students 
and their families at [UCC-related] Defi ance 
College.

The Rev. Gerald Mallott
Defi ance, Ohio

[Editor’s note: You’ll be pleased to see J. Martin Bailey’s very 

complete article on the 200th anniversary of the Herald of 

Gospel Liberty, which cites Elias Smith as its originator, on 

page seven of this issue.] 

Peace for Iran
I just read W. Evan Golder’s article 

[“UCC pastors visit Iran hope to avert war,” 
Aug.-Sept.]. I have a heart for and share the 
pastors’ burden that so many people want 
to bomb Iran. I am grieved that most of the 
church which is supposed to be Christian has 
rejected the call of Christ to love our enemies 
not destroy them. I have written a short novel 
called “As I Have Loved You.” I wrote it to 
try to wake people up and turn them to love 
their enemies as God loves us. I believe it will 
benefi t the cause.

Ron Decuir
<goodnuz.com>

When I fi rst entered college I was 
thrilled with the entire experience. 
Selecting classes, meeting class-
mates and professors, navigating the 

d i ffe ren t departments, and best of all — a trip 
to the campus bookstore. However expensive 
that last activity turned out to be, I was deter-
mined to buy new books when possible. 

Carefully handling these pristine volumes 
in preparation for their fi rst reading, I can re-
call the decisive ‘snap’ heard when the binding 
glue of these books was exercised the fi rst time. 
(Trivia: That sound is the origin of the phrase 
“cracking the books.”) These new tomes, solely 
mine and unsullied by other students, would be 
my gateway to years of formal education.

But as I made my way through two colleges, 
graduate school and seminary, both my budget 
and learning process began to have a fuller appre-
ciation of used books. Not only were these “ex-
perienced” texts signifi cantly cheaper, they held 
the untold secret knowledge of previous owners. 

Anonymous learners had scribbled, drawn, 
underlined, highlighted and charted the most 
useful information I would need as a student. 
They provided a roadmap to the important facts 
and insights needed to succeed in each class. 
They introduced viewpoints from other profes-
sors who may have used the same text, brought 
clarity to confusing concepts and regularly in-
jected humor into otherwise unexciting topics.

Margin notes also play an interesting role 

in the Christian tradition. Monastic scribes of-
ten inserted margin notes when transcribing or 
translating documents. Some notes referenced 
grammar or comparisons with earlier versions of 
a document. Other notes were of a more refl ec-
tive or interpretive nature. A monk’s observation 
on contemporary meaning or application to spir-
itual life might even make its way into new ver-
sions of the document. On occasion these mar-
ginal comments conveyed jokes for the reader or 
the next monk sitting at the copying table.

I also keep close at hand the fuller meaning 
of the word “margin.” It denotes something out-
side of the main context, something less impor-
tant than the primary or something easily dis-
carded. When we say Jesus’ ministry was most 
often with those who lived in the margins of so-
ciety, it informs our purpose. Movement into the 
margins is quite possibly the most challenging 
call for today’s church — to identify, serve and 
include those who have been marginalized.

Just as I learned to appreciate the scribbles 
in used textbooks — and as centuries of Chris-
tian tradition was transmitted, explained or em-
bellished by monastic margin notes — so, too, 
our identity as Christians in culture is clarifi ed 
by our frequent and intentional excursions (or 
total immersion) into the margins. Without in-
sights from the margins of society, our experi-
ence would be like the new textbook — a little 
too clean, overly sanitized and ultimately empty 
of context. 

As I begin my editorial responsibilities at 
United Church News, margin notes are con-
stantly informing my efforts. The Revs. W. Evan 
Golder and J. Bennett Guess have nurtured a rich 
journalistic tradition at United Church News 
that has been a voice for the church and a source 
of introspection. We in the UCC must fi nd joy 
in our identity and celebrate our achievements. 
Yet we realize there are times when the task of 
a denominational newspaper is more diffi cult, 
when it must ask uncomfortable and unpopular 
questions in order to preserve its position of ob-
jectivity.

Thank you for calling me to serve as your 
editor. It is my prayer that the editorial content 
of United Church News will continue to provide 
margin notes for your journey and that our ex-
periences in the margins will drive us to action 
and bring us closer to answering the most im-
portant questions of our faith. 

This month’s exploration of faith and 
politics is an exciting start to discovery of the 
margins. Jim Wallis notes in his book “God’s 
Politics” that the real question for people of 
faith is not whether but how we bring God into 
politics. 

Each of us is challenged in this election 
season to allow our faith to inform our politics 
and not just hold a party line — to act upon the 
biblical calls for justice, equity, peace and hope. 
As we embark, may we fi nd clarity, inspiration 
and joy in the margins.
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ALL GOD'S CREATIONS
Offering blessings to animals — even the slithering ones

Susan  Steinberg

COMMENTARY

While the youth director, musi-
cians and I waited to see if anyone 
would venture out, the youth direc-
tor’s cell phone rang. “Oscar’s com-
ing,” he said after he hung up. “Who 
is Oscar?” I asked.  The answer: 
“Megan’s corn snake.” Megan is 
one of those kids every youth leader 

dreams of — mature beyond her years, organized, a draw for 
other kids — and there would be no denying her pet a blessing, 
despite the role of this particular reptile within Christian tradition 
and my own ambivalent feelings about touching his scaly head. 

In our three previous services I had asked God’s blessing on 
a rabbit, a duckling and a guinea pig, so I thought I was prepared 
for the rare animal amidst all the dogs 
and cats.  But my imagination wasn’t 
great enough to conjure up a serpent.  

“Now the serpent was more crafty 
than any other wild animal that the Lord 
God had made,” the Bible says in Gen-
esis. The serpent led Eve to temptation, 
and a sullied reputation has followed its 
slithery path ever since. Women, my-
self included, have never gotten along 
too well with these long, slick, devious-
looking beings. Was there a redemptive story about serpents in 
the Bible? I did a quick mental scan — nothing. I had ten minutes 
to fi nd one. 

We had never invited animals into fellowship hall before, and 
we were a bit apprehensive. So we set up our makeshift seating 
arrangement, green plastic lawn chairs interspersed with small 
red buckets of drinking water, along the walls of a wide entryway 
with double doors to the outside — just in case. Ten chairs would 
be plenty, we thought; with the weather, we’d be lucky if that 
many people turned out. 

But to our surprise families started rambling in at the ap-
pointed time. Drenched, yet intent on having their pets blessed, 
they made their way to our worship area: a father, pulled along by 
his two young sons and two Labradoodles; a grandfather, his en-
ergetic four-year-old granddaughter and little white dog; another 
father, his two red-headed children and their snowy white cat, 
who lay regally on a soft padded cat bed, just a foot from the dogs 
on either side, the picture of indifference in the face of imminent 
danger. Then Megan and Oscar arrived as promised. And more 
people. In the end we had to pull out fi fteen extra chairs. 

The gathering music began and a remarkable quiet descend-
ed on the half-human, half-beast crowd. A fi fth-grade girl came 

forward to read from Genesis, Chapter 1: “Let the earth bring 
forth living creatures of every kind, creeping things and wild 
animals of every kind … And God saw that it was good.” This 
was the theological lens I’d been so anxiously searching for, the 
lens I needed to see Oscar through. If, at the beginning of time, 
God thought his ancestors were all right, he must be too. I could 
relax. 

After the scripture reading I began working my way around 
the oblong worship space, asking each family to introduce their 
pet to the group and to tell us one special thing about him or her. 
“This is Sam and he loves popcorn,” said a nine-year-old girl 
about her golden retriever. “This is Mazy and she’s trained to 
help children learn how to read,” the Labrador’s owner proudly 
announced. “This is Hildegard. We just got her from the Animal 

Protection Society,” the young couple 
reported about their new mixed breed.

I put my hand on the cage that 
housed Megan’s younger brother’s pet, 
Carson the cockatiel, blessed the bird, 
and the time arrived — it was Oscar’s 
turn. 

What did Megan want to tell us 
about him? “He’s probably hungry, 
since he only eats every other week and 
it’s been a week and a half.” The interi-

or calm that had mercifully replaced my initial anxiety vanished. 
Lapsing into a mode of visceral fear, I blurted out, “Do I need to 
be worried about Oscar’s hunger?”

“He’s not going to take a bite out of you,” Megan assured me. 
He was stretched out along her arm very peacefully; he seemed 
content. I slowly put my fi ngertips on his spoon-shaped black 
head, which was remarkably delicate to the touch. “God bless 
all living creatures,” I said, my hand just below his eyes. Thirty 
congregants responded, “And God bless Oscar.” I was unscathed 
and there was nothing more I needed to say, so I moved on to 
the next pet, humbled by my trepidation about coming in contact 
with a harmless snake.

What Oscar experienced during his blessing will remain for-
ever a mystery, but as the service concluded I realized he had 
given me a gift — a reminder that one of the church’s most urgent 
callings in this violence-ridden world is to affi rm the goodness 
of creation, creeping things and all, whenever we get the chance. 
And that encouragement, to offer a word of grace when I might 
choose otherwise, was Oscar’s blessing to me. 

The Rev. Susan Steinberg is associate pastor for children's ministries at United 

Church of Chapel Hill in North Carolina.

Women, myself included, have never 
gotten along too well with these 
long, slick, devious-looking beings. 
Was there a redemptive story about 
serpents in the Bible?

By Felix Carrion
Stillspeaking Coordinator

An essential part of raising money is offering genuine 
thanks for the many gifts and pledges that are re-
ceived. 

So, on behalf of the Stillspeaking Ministry of the 
UCC, I say thank you to the individuals, local churches, Confer-
ences and UCC ministries for raising $235,000 with us in two 
months time for the Steeples national ad run. You have made it 
possible for more than 10 million people around the country to 
hear the proclamation of Jesus’ welcome in the style and brand 
of the UCC. Yes, friends, this is more than marketing — it is 
preaching the good news of Jesus Christ and opening wide the 
doors of the United Church of Christ.

As we make our way forward, let each of us explore be-
coming a Stillspeaking person of extravagant welcome, radical 
hospitality and abundant generosity. It really comes down to you 
and me “showing off” the Stillspeaking God.

We praise God for you, All the People.

FROM STILLSPEAKING: We praise God for you, 'All the People'
We invite you to read the inspiring, 
thought-provoking sermons prepared 
by UCC pastors and leaders on All the 
People.

To read these, and review Stillspeaking 
and Church Vitality resources for the ad 
run, go to  <ucc.org/allthepeople>.

If there are churches of any stripe that are breaking 
this tax code, the IRS should investigate. And that 
should include UCC churches.” 

— The Rev. Eric Williams, pastor of North Congregational UCC 

in Columbus, Ohio, speaking at a Sept. 9 press conference in op-

position to the Alliance Defense Fund’s plan to defy IRS guidelines 

and represent pastors encouraged by the ADF to explicitly endorse 

political candidates. 

Jesus said nothing about abortion, homosexuality or 
pension plans (although he did say not to worry about 
tomorrow). He had plenty to say about money and 
moneychangers, greed and wealth, and the root of all 
evil. He had good news for the poor, not for investors.”

— David Walters in a Sept. 22 “On Faith” posting at <washingtonpost.

com>, titled “Church Silenced on the Economy.”

We try to help our members be more green in their 
day-to-day living. The idea is that we, together, can 
certainly make a difference.”

— The Rev. Jeff Gallagher of First Congregational UCC in Kittery 

Point, Maine, on their “Green Team” efforts encouraging parishioners 

to walk, bike, run or carpool to weekend services..

I consider myself a Christian, and as a consequence I 
don’t consider myself to be at war with anyone … I do 
not identify in any degree with the kind of loud, mass-
market certitude that is thought of as religion in some 
quarters now.” 

— UCC member and novelist Marilynne Robinson answering 

Newsweek’s question regarding portrayals of spirituality in her new 

novel, “Home,” the follow-up to her 2004 Pulitzer Prize winning work, 

“Gilead.”

BY THE NUMBERS:

6 and 7
Respective “God-o-Meter” ratings for John McCain and Barak 
Obama as of Sept. 24, 2008, at <beliefnet.com/godometer>. The 
equally serious and satirical evaluation of candidate’s faith rating 
compiled by Beliefnet’s political editor, Dan Gilgoff, “scientifically 
measures factors such as rate of God-talk, effectiveness and 
other top-secret criteria.”

Lightning, thunder and rain cracked the skies open 30 minutes before this year’s Blessing 
of the Animals was set to begin. It looked like a hurricane out there — wind blowing the 
torrential rain sideways, water running in rivers across the parking lot and over the curbs. 

We’d told our congregants that in the event of rain we would move the service from the lawn into 
fellowship hall, but we hadn’t imagined this kind of rain. 
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But while the media’s misrepre-
sentations of young people frustrated 
him, he wasn’t surprised. As an Afri-
can American, Rodgers said he and 
other black young people of his gen-
eration understood the media’s “age 
fi lter” because they also knew about 
its “race fi lter.”

“For decades, we black Ameri-
cans have been the victims of the 
media’s race fi lter and we knew the 
debilitating effects that it was hav-
ing on our people,” Rodgers said. 
“From the newspapers to the news-
casts, from the sitcoms to the dramas, 
our images were inaccurate and dis-
torted, and we were powerless to do 
anything about it.”

Rodgers, a 40-year veteran of 
CBS, the Discovery Network and TV 
One, presented the 2008 Parker Lec-
ture, sponsored by the UCC’s Offi ce 
of Communication, Inc. (OC, Inc.) 

— the denomination’s historic me-
dia justice organization —  and the 
Telecommunications Research and 
Action Center.

The event annually brings to-
gether a diverse audience — includ-
ing communications industry execu-
tives, FCC commissioners and staff, 
governmental and religious leaders, 
and grassroots activists — to exam-
ine the ethical and moral issues re-
lated to the ever-changing world of 
telecommunications.

Rodgers, president and CEO of TV 
One, a cable network launched in 2004 
for African-American adults, said there 
was a need for blacks to have “control 
of our own images” and it’s why he felt 
called to lead TV One into cable promi-
nence.

While he applauded increasing 
diversity within television at every 
level — from senior level manage-

ment to entry level positions — Rod-
gers said African Americans still 
must contend with two ages-old 
questions that white Americans do 
not wrestle with: “What do we think 
of ourselves?” and “What do we want 
others to think of us?”

These two questions, Rodgers 
said, have been contemplated by Af-
rican American leaders for decades 
— from W.E.B. DuBois to Zora 
Neale Hurston to Bill Cosby. And 
television channels, such as TV One, 
are “an opportunity to see ourselves 
as we see ourselves.”

Rodgers cited lists of what blacks 
and non-blacks watch on television, 
“and rarely did they cross over.”

Although some programs, such 
as “Monday Night Football” and 
“American Idol,” do attract diverse 
racial-ethnic viewers, Rodgers point-
ed to shows like “Girlfriends,” which 
ranked number one among African-
American viewers but ranked num-
ber 147 among non-blacks.

“What’s great about TV and 
what’s great about cable is that we 
have choice. So the question is, for 
African Americans, where do we go 
to see ourselves?” he said.

Media heroes honored
At the Parker Lecture, the UCC 

also presented awards to those who 

serve the public’s interests in the 
media:

The Prometheus Radio Project • 
was honored with the Everett C. Parker 
Award for its leadership in building 
dozens of community-based, low-pow-
er FM radio stations;

William J. Bresnan, chairman • 
and CEO of Bresnan Communica-
tions, was honored for his lifelong 
leadership in advancing opportuni-

ties for women and people of color in 
the media; and

Caroline Mayer, retired con-• 
sumer journalist for The Washing-
ton Post and blogger for Consumer 
Union, was recognized for the body 
of her work on behalf of consumer 
education.

Learn more about the UCC’s historic work in 

media justice at <ucc.org/media-justice>.

UCC’s Parker lecturer insists media’s ‘race fi lter still exists’
By J. Bennett Guess

T elevision Executive Johnathan Rodgers, who graduated high school 
and college during the 1960s, can remember when he subscribed to 
the popular sentiment of the decade: “Don’t trust anyone over 30.”

“The media just didn’t see the world or our activities the way we 
did,” Rogers told about 200 attendees at the UCC’s 26th annual Everett 
C. Parker Ethics in Telecommunications Lecture, held Sept. 24 at the 
National Press Club in Washington, D.C.

Johnathan Rodgers, president and CEO of TV One, offers the UCC’s 26th annual Everett 
C. Parker Ethics in Telecommunications Lecture, held Sept. 24 at the National Press Club. 
The cable network executive said the media’s white-majority “race filter” still results in 
distorted views of African Americans. 

George Conklin photo
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As a young man, he felt “greatly 
disturbed” by what he perceived as 
a call to preach. He hesitated partly 
because of his limited education.  
Then, after giving his fi rst sermon 
in July 1790, he returned to school 
for 13 days to learn grammar, two 
more days to study arithmetic, and 
eight evenings to learn music.  Af-
terwards he taught those subjects in 
the district schools. 

Ordained by local Baptist min-
isters in 1792, he became an itin-
erant preacher in New 
England. In addition to 
preaching, he wrote a 
series of articles, dis-
owning offi cial doctrine 
but “hearing Christ in 
all things.” In 1802, he 
gathered a small fl ock of 
people who agreed with 
his approach, and the 
next year they organized 
a Church of Christ in Portsmouth, 
N.H.  They “agreed to call them-
selves Christian without the addi-
tion of any unscriptural name.”  

Because the response to his 
articles was good, he began The 
Christian’s Magazine in 1805. Ev-
ery three months he published ser-
mons, interpretations of scripture, 
and commentaries on religion and 
on politics — including critical re-
ports of autocratic religion. Smith’s 
biographer, J.F. Burnett, said, “He 
held a pen in one hand and a battle 
axe in the other.”  

On Sept. 1, 1808, Elias Smith 
issued the fi rst edition of the Herald 
of Gospel Liberty.  He had no clear 
expectation of an audience beyond 
the small group of like-minded 
New England pastors and church 
members. Every two weeks they re-
ceived several columns of Smith’s 
refl ections, his continual advocacy 
for religious freedom, an occasion-
al blistering critique of the “creed 
and catechism makers,” and an op-
portunity to read about the revivals 
that were so popular at the time.

Smith had heard of several 
groups in Virginia and Kentucky 
who also professed a simple 
faith, uncluttered by doctrine, and 

who called themselves and their 
churches “Christian.” But until 
his Herald began circulating be-
yond New England, these scattered 
people were isolated from one an-
other.  Drawn together through the 
magazine, eventually they became 
known as the Christian Connection 
or the Christian Church. In 1931, 
this group united with the Congre-
gational Churches and in 1957 be-
came a part of the United Church 
of Christ.

Smith engaged in a dialogue 
with his readers that gradually led to 
a clarifi cation of the principles that 
the frontier Christians affi rmed. A 
Virginia reader once wrote to him: 
“After we became a separate [inde-
pendent] people, three points were 
determined on. 1st. No head over 
the church but Christ. 2d. No con-
fession of faith, articles of religion, 
rubric, canons, creeds, etc., but the 
New Testament.  3d. No religious 
name but Christians.” Smith’s edi-
torial response was: “The three 
things you mention are what we 
have all agreed to…”

Nearly 190 years after the fi rst 
issue, the historian Elizabeth C. 
Nordbeck credited the Herald of 
Gospel Liberty as providing “the 
glue for a coherent Christian iden-
tity.” It “is hard to overstate the 
importance of religious journalism, 
in particular the Herald of Gospel 
Liberty,” to the independent fron-
tier churches, she wrote.

There were other frontier lead-
ers, of course.  In addition to Smith, 
four men were instrumental in early 
days of the Christian Church: Ab-
ner Jones in New England, James 
O’Kelly in North Carolina, and 
Barton Stone and Rice Haggard 

in Kentucky. Others preached and 
taught and founded colleges; a few 
picked up Smith’s editorial mantle 
after he burned himself out in a de-
cade of hard work.  

In 1818, near bankruptcy, 
Smith sold out to Robert Foster, 
who renamed the paper the Chris-
tian Herald. Foster edited this 
publication for 17 years until his 
own health gave out, thereafter 
the paper was owned by publish-
ing associations. Under various 
editors it was called the Chris-
tian Journal, the Christian Herald 
and Journal, the Christian Herald 
again, and then the Christian Her-
ald and Messenger. Eventually, it 
was renamed the Herald of Gospel 
Liberty, absorbing several other 
periodicals. Today, its successor is 
United Church News.

These periodicals became the 
arena in which the widely scattered 
individuals and groups sorted out 
their commonly held convictions.  
By the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury six principles were generally 
mentioned.  To the three that Smith 
had identified in 1908, the right of 
private judgment, and Christian 
character as the only test for church 
membership were added. 

The sixth principle caught the 
spirit of a common goal within the 
Christian Connection. Barton W. 
Stone, who had been pastor of the 
Cane Ridge Church in Kentucky at 
the time of a massive revival meet-
ing in 1801, was the great advocate 
for making Christian unity one 
of the essential principles of the 
movement. Stone was a signer of 
the infl uential “Last Will and Tes-
tament of the Springfi eld Presby-
tery,” a declaration fi rst circulated 
in 1803 that marked the beginning 
of the movement in the Central 
South. “We will that this body be 
dissolved,” it stated, “and sink into 
union with the Body of Christ at 
large.”

Smith reprinted the “Last Will 
and Testament” in the fi rst issue of 
his Herald of Gospel Liberty. Like 
the publication itself, the “Will” 
energized a people, who eventually 

PROPELLING JOURNALISTIC FREEDOM FORWARD
200 years and counting: the legacy of the Herald of Gospel Liberty lives on

history | achievements      milestones

By J. Martin Bailey

T
his fall marks the 200th anniversary of what some claim was the fi rst religious newspaper in the 
world. The Herald of Gospel Liberty played a formative role in the Christian Church that became part 
of the UCC.  

The outspoken editor of the Herald of Gospel Liberty, Elias Smith, invested his meager savings 
and all his energies to spread his vision of religion freed from pomp, divisive doctrine and a stuffy 

clergy. He also provided a magnet that unifi ed scattered frontier congregations in New England, Virginia and the 
Central South.

Born in Lyme, Conn., in 1769 at the time of the Boston Tea Party, Smith was deeply infl uenced by the 
struggle for freedom in Colonial America. And like thousands of others, his life was changed by the second 
religious Awakening, a period of spiritual fervor and revivalism that swept the nation in the late 18th and early 
19th centuries.  

affi rmed the unity of all Christians 
as their sixth principle. Their com-
mitment to unity led them into a 
merger with Congregationalists in 
1931.

Because the Congregational-
ists held similar views, the unity 
principle helped spark the for-
mation of the United Church of 
Christ. When leaders of the Con-
gregational Christian churches and 
representatives of the Evangeli-
cal and Reformed Church forged 
a Basis of Union, their preamble 
expressed the belief “that denomi-
nations exist not for themselves 
but as parts of that [holy Catholic] 
Church, within which each denom-
ination is to live and labor, and if 
need be, die…”

In the years since the UCC was 
formed in 1957, the heritage of the 
Christian connection has often been 
overlooked or forgotten. It is there-
fore appropriate that the bicenten-
nial of the Herald of Gospel Liberty 
become a time to acknowledge the 
courageous people for whom re-
ligious liberty was essential and 
Christian unity a passion.  

Elias Smith’s insistence on in-
dependence — even from a friendly 
benefactor — has become the stan-
dard expectation in many denomi-
nations:  editors today enjoy a re-
sponsible journalistic freedom akin 

to the freedom accorded to those 
who step into the pulpit. That same 
journalistic independence has pow-
ered creative communication in a 
wide variety of media.

As the Herald did on the Amer-
ican frontier, proclamation in many 
different forms today provides a 
tie that binds communities of faith 
together. The indigenous religious 
movement that distrusted authority 
also is echoed in the efforts of men, 
women and teenagers to build so-
cial and religious networks on the 
internet, including the vibrant web-
sites of congregations and denomi-
nations. The legacy of the men and 
women who energized the Christian 
Church by publishing their convic-
tions has not merely survived — it 
has multiplied. 

The Rev. J. Martin Bailey was editor of United 

Church Herald and A.D. magazine, and served 

as director of communications for the National 

Council of Churches.  He is a member of Union 

Congregational UCC in Montclair, N.J.  A 

more complete essay about the Herald of 

Gospel Liberty will appear in the Bulletin of the 

Congregational Library, Boston.

LEARN MORE

ucc.org/ucnews/herald

[It] is hard to overstate the importance 
of religious journalism, in particular 
the Herald of Gospel Liberty, [to the 
independent frontier churches]."

 — Elizabeth Nordbeck, historian

courtesy of Disciples of Christ Historical Society, Nashville, Tenn. <discipleshistory.org>

The Herald Gospel Liberty was first published Sept. 1, 1808
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Andover Newton had no problem 
making an exception to their entrance 
requirements, allowing Winslow into 
their divinity program without a bach-
elor’s degree. She literally had a life-
time of experience in raising a family, 
being an active leader in her congrega-
tion, and in caring for families in need 
through her 25-year career in Medi-
care records administration.

“I had a lot of contact with families 
in crisis,” she says of her medical re-
cords career. She worked directly with 
families as loved ones were admitted 
to nursing homes or rehab facilities. “I 
saw the pain of separation felt by the 
family and the person that was being 
admitted. I learned to sit with them and 
just hold hands sometimes.”

Winslow is a native of the com-
munities surrounding Boston. Her 
father’s family had Italian Catholic 
heritage. Her mother’s was Scottish 
Presbyterian. As a child, her church 
home was in the Presbyterian Church 
with a pastor she describes as “a real 
Bible thumper.”

Winslow’s relationship with a 
UCC predecessor denomination be-
gan in 1943, when a friend invited her 
to attend Covenant Congregational 
Church in Quincy, Mass. At 15, Win-
slow says she was drawn to the con-
gregation because they weren’t afraid 
to laugh in church.

When the Winslows married 
in 1958, they moved to Braintree, 
Mass., and joined Union Congrega-
tional UCC — they have been mem-
bers ever since. Even as she raised 
children and fostered her own career, 
Winslow stayed involved in the con-
gregation.

In 1997 her husband of 50 years, 
David, retired from his job as lab man-
ager for the Smithsonian at Harvard 
University. The couple took the oppor-
tunity to travel but Winslow’s involve-
ment in church life escalated. She had 
served her church in many capacities 
over the years and felt inspired to be-
gin work in adult education. 

She pioneered a popular book dis-
cussion group and started an interfaith 
dialog group that brought in leaders 
from different faith communities to 
speak and interact with the members 
of her long time church home.

Winslow was especially encour-
aged by a dialog with Buddhist monks 
that led to a youth fellowship visit to 
their temple. With the memory of the 

September 11, 2001 attacks still fresh 
in people’s minds, an imam from the 
local Islamic Center came to speak to 
the group.

“I was a little nervous when the 
imam came the year following 9-11. 
I didn’t know if anyone would be un-
receptive,” she says. “But he came in 
and was a wonderful speaker and re-
ally won over the whole audience. You 
could really see ‘love thy neighbor’ 
coming out of these discussions — be-
cause these people are our neighbors.”

Refl ecting upon all she learned 
through life’s journey, especially 
events that brought her to answer the 
call to ordained ministry, she quoted 
Fred Rogers, saying, “You’re every 
age you’ve ever been.”

The insights of experience, and 
an insatiable hunger for learning, led 
Winslow to obtain a certifi cate in 
youth and young adult ministry from 
Andover Newton in addition to her di-
vinity degree. 

Although she has no plans to work 
full-time in youth ministry, Winslow 
considers the knowledge invaluable. 
“It’s not like I’m going to be spend-
ing the night locked in the church with 
a group of teenagers,” she says. “But 
if I’m going to minister to the whole 
congregation, I felt it was important to 
understand [youth culture]. I need to 
know these things.” 

Besides, Winslow dislikes the la-
bels often used in churches to segment 
ministry areas. “When the children sing 
‘Jesus loves me,’ they have learned ev-
erything they need to know,” she says. 
“That should be shared with the entire 
congregation. We already are intergen-
erational, we just need to bring people 
together more.”

As Winslow looks towards her 
fi rst call to ministry, she expresses a 
preference to work as an associate 
pastor, especially in areas of Christian 
education and pastoral care. 

“I’m interested in understanding 
my neighbor’s faith and working so 
that others can have that same knowl-
edge,” says Winslow of her desire to 
continue interfaith work in adult edu-
cation. “Our communities are becom-
ing more diverse, especially where I 
live, so you know our children are go-
ing to school together. It’s a great idea 
to know who your neighbor is and to 
really get to know them.”

She is open to other ministry pos-
sibilities, including serving as the sole 

pastor of a smaller rural church. “God 
has brought me this far," she says, “so 
I’m not worried about it.” 

Winslow was supported in her 
seminary efforts by husband David, 
and her four children, 11 grandchil-
dren and 10 great grandchildren. Since 
entering seminary, and serving in li-
censed ministerial capacities through 
her student fi eld education, Winslow 
has had the honor of baptizing her four 
youngest great-grandchildren.

Winslow encourages older adults 
to maintain an active role in their 
churches by leading Bible studies, 
book groups or working with children. 
“[Older adults] need to take an active 
interest in the faith and be able to an-
swer the question of why they cross 
the threshold on a Sunday morning,” 
she says. “If there is something you 
want to do, do it. Age shouldn’t be a 
barrier.”

A frequent supply preacher in her 
Association, Winslow doesn’t mind 
the curiosity many express regarding 
her age. “Moses was 80 when God 
spoke to him through the burning 
bush,” she says. “I’m no Moses, but 
age didn’t stop me either.”

Eighty year-old seminary grad readies herself for ordination
GREAT-GRANDMOTHER LOOKS FORWARD TO HER FIRST CALL TO MINISTRY
By Gregg Brekke

Phyllis Winslow knew she had to answer the call — the “tug” had always been there. She had waited a 
long time to begin formal preparations for ordained ministry. So at age 74, Winslow petitioned UCC-
related Andover Newton Theological School in Massachusetts for acceptance to their M.Div. program 
and found herself attending classes in the fall of 2002.

Now 80 years old, Winslow graduated from seminary in May, passed her ecclesiastical council in June and 
has been approved for ordination pending call by the Pilgrim Association of the Massachusetts Conference.

Winslow had missed her opportunity to pursue higher education as a young person. The time was WWII — 
both her brothers were in the military and she says, “I would have liked to go to college, but it wasn’t the time for 
me to leave home. It just wasn’t right that I pursue anything like that.”

"If there is something you want to do, do it. Age shouldn't be a barrier," says Winslow, shown 
here at Andover Newton. Winslow graduated from the seminary in May.

photo courtesy of Andover Newton

United Church News seeks arts submissions

United Church News invites you to sub-
mit your works of art that illustrate next 
issue’s focus: welcoming the exile, 

inspired by Matthew’s retelling of the Nativity.
Visual arts — photos, images of paint-

ings or sculpture, and videos — should be 
submitted to <fl ickr.com> and tagged with 
the keyword ucnews1208. (Limited-use fl ickr 
accounts are free.)  

Please email short stories, poetry and 
other media links to <newsroom@ucc.org> 
with ucnews1208 in the subject line.  Postal 
mail entries can be sent to the United Church 
News offi ces in Cleveland.

A selection of submitted work will be pub-
lished in the December|January issue and/or 
online. Please limit submission to two entries 
per person.
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A group of 20 people joined 
the effort. Each person paid $25 
to have Joseph Dunsmore, an ag-
ricultural specialist at Kauai Com-
munity College, come to the church 
to give classes on gardening, soils, 
crops, and marketing. Class partici-
pants then got together to work on 
the garden. These workers, most 
of whom had no prior church af-
fi liation, chose a site on the church 
property, rototilled, dug, weeded, 
watered, and now are harvesting 
the plentiful greens.  

Some creative members with-
in the group encouraged thinking 
“outside the box.” As a result, tra-
ditional straight planting lines were 
tossed out and a labyrinth pattern 

was created. Pastor Glenn Frazier 
said this design has stimulated sig-
nifi cant interest from people driv-
ing by the church.

In August, eight large bags of 
greens were harvested from the 
garden and distributed at the week-
ly North Shore Food Pantry. Glenn 
said that when Gabrielle was able 
to help with the harvesting of those 
bags of greens, she knew her com-
mitment to Church of the Pacifi c 
UCC and its commitment to the 
community were coming together. 

“I have, from the beginning, 
been amazed at the sustained in-
terest and participation,” she said. 
“Now we have adequate produce 
for everyone who wants it and still 

have plenty to give to the commu-
nity food pantry.”

Besides emphasizing sustain-
ability and encouraging healthy 
eating habits, the garden hopes to 
stimulate others in the community 
to learn what is necessary to get 
the defi cient soils of Kauai to pro-
duce great gardens. Already, more 
gardens are being planted in tiny 
home boxes as well as on large land 
plots.  

Glenn summed it up: “The cre-
ative teamwork is a wonderful exer-
cise in earth stewardship, affi rmed 
as the group digs its toes into the 
fertile earth, holds hands in prayer, 
and offers thanks to God for the op-
portunities of this partnership!”

COMMUNITY GARDENING AIDS ENVIRONMENT

Hawaiian church promotes sustainability, reaps what it sows
By Diane Weible

I
t took almost four months for the fi rst seeds to be planted in the community garden, but today many people 
are benefi ting from an effort that began with a seed of an idea from a member of Church of the Pacifi c 
UCC on Kauai, Hawaii.

Deeply concerned about the lack of sustainable agriculture on the island, Gabrielle Pla knew small steps 
to encourage gardening could make a positive difference in the community. For this reason, she volunteered to 
take the lead in creating a community garden. 

“At the beginning I felt there was a real need for good, affordable produce,” she said. “The community garden 
would provide good food and good community among people on the North Shore.”

Local community members and Church of the Pacific UCC congregants regularly tend to 
the shared garden. Glenn Frazier photo
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Blamberg wants to be optimis-
tic that trade negotiations set for 
Doha — the capital city of the Af-
rican nation of Qatar — will prove 
helpful. “But if you go through all 
government documents leading up 
to [upcoming trade negotiations] in 
Doha in November, they don’t talk 
about poor people at all. They talk 
about poverty and development, 
but basically, they don’t talk about 
people and about the social conse-
quences of economic development. 
They are not focusing on real peo-
ple’s lives and what the food crisis 
does to real people.” 

She says the millennium de-
velopment goals (MDGs) adopt-
ed in 2000 were intended to pull 
people out of poverty. “But many 
more people around the globe have 
fallen into extreme poverty since 
countries committed to the MDGs. 
We need to call for radical restruc-
turing of the world’s financial in-
stitutions. We want delegates fash-
ioning economics that is people 
centered.”

Blamberg, a longtime member 
of Plymouth Church of the Pil-
grims in Brooklyn Heights, N.Y., 
worked for 25 years in commodity 
futures trading. She then answered 
a call to attend Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City, earn-
ing an M.Div. in 2006. 

For starters, says Blamberg, the 
age-old notion of the “happy peas-
ant” farmer must pass. “Subsis-
tence farming in poor countries no 
longer works. As countries urban-
ize and more young people move 
to the cities, the only ones left in 
rural areas are the aged and women 
— and they can’t produce enough 
food to feed themselves.”

Instead of a family farming 
only a quarter of an acre to feed it-

self, for example, Blamberg advo-
cates “small-scale” agriculture. “A 
5-acre plot would provide enough 
for the farmer’s family and others. 
The small-scale farmer feeds his 
family and can then bring a truck 
to market. He produces more than 
family can eat.”

Don’t be surprised, says Blam-
berg, if Africa becomes an urban 
continent in the next 50 years. 
“That’s why small-scale farming is 
the way to go.”

Blamberg also likes the con-
cept of farmer cooperatives. “They 
are forming gradually. We’ve seen 
some in the horn of Africa. In Ethi-
opia, for example, they have some 
of the richest farmland in Africa. 
But they go from famine to fam-
ine to famine. In a couple of areas, 
co-op farmers are sharing farm 
machinery like tractors, trucks and 
harvesters.” In order for a success-
ful co-op movement to sustain it-
self, international, private and gov-
ernment funding are imperative, 
she adds.

Another hurdle for Africa has 
been the “digital divide” that sepa-
rates it from the rest of the world. 
But that could be changing, says 

Blamberg. “A colleague of mine 
told me there’s an initiative among 
Africans called the Digital Solidar-
ity Fund, where rich countries are 
asked to contribute small sums to 
make technology more available. 
It comes directly from the Afri-
can NGOs themselves and is one 
of several new ideas beginning to 
emerge.”

Blamberg is hopeful that the 
U.S. administration will bring bad-
ly needed change to handling the 
food crisis. But as the conference 
in Doha approaches, she wonders 
about potential results. “Everyone 
in the U.S. delegation has voiced 
their opinion that the Doha docu-
ment — this recipe for development 
— should be as brief and non-spe-
cifi c as possible.” The outcome of 
the Doha conference will be known 
at the end of November, weeks after 
the U.S. presidential election.

Whatever the outcome, Blam-
berg is steadfast in her role. “UCC 
people at the United Nations should 
remind delegates that this is about 
poor people.” And she encourages 
local UCC congregations to make 
their voices heard by contacting 
Congress to encourage support of 
U.N. initiatives on hunger issues, 
especially the World Food Pro-
gram.

“We need to emphasize aware-
ness of the depth of hunger issues 
around the world. Malnutrition 
contributes so directly to poverty 
and the inability of people pull 
themselves out of poverty. If peo-
ple are chronically undernourished, 
they can’t be productive members 
of society.”

Jeff Woodard is a member of Pilgrim Con-

gregational UCC in Cleveland, Ohio and a 

regular contributor to United Church News.

Key to easing global food crisis is aiding the poor, says UCC minister
By Jeff Woodard

A
lleviating the global food crisis is no longer an issue of not moving forward fast enough,” says the Rev. 
Dr. Margaret O. Blamberg, an ordained UCC minister who is the United Nations chair for the NGO 
Committee on Financing for Development. 

“We’ve actually slid backward,” she says. “We want to be the voices of the poor here. Otherwise, 
they will get trampled in the shuffl e.” 

In April, Blamberg participated in a roundtable discussion for the “Harnessing Knowledge and Technology 
for Development” session at the U.N. Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in Accra, Ghana. 
She says the tone of UNCTAD XII was positive and representative of poor countries, especially those in 
Africa.

The inevitability of globalization and its impact upon the world were front and center at the conference. “We 
need to acknowledge that globalization is on the way, and nobody’s going to stop it,” says Blamberg. “We’ve 
moved from fi ghting globalization to protecting those at the bottom. There was a tremendous focus on the cur-
rent food crisis — and the focus was on price.”

Soaring fuel costs and the increasing use of crops for biofuels have made food affordability a daunting 
problem for the world’s hungry. As a result of what is being called the worst food emergency in 30 years, the 
World Food Program says that a child dies every fi ve seconds. One in four children in developing countries is 
underweight, according to UNICEF.

For more information or resources on joining the fi ght against global hunger, please contact one or more 
of the following organizations. The list is not comprehensive but contains several high-profi le groups 
serving those affected by the food crisis.

HIGH FUEL COSTS, BIO-FUELS CONTRIBUTING TO PROBLEM

FOODS RESOURCE BANK
888/276-4372

<foodresourcebank.org>

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL
800/422-9474
<heifer.org>

FREEDOM FROM HUNGER
800/708-2555 

<freedomfromhunger.com>

We need to emphasize 
awareness of the depth 
of hunger issues around 
the world. Malnutrition 
contributes so directly to 
poverty and the inability 
to people pull themselves 
out of poverty."

— the Rev. Margaret Blamberg

BREAD FOR THE WORLD
202/639-9400 or 800/82-BREAD

<bread.org/BFW-Institute/>

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE
574-264-3102 or 800/297-1516

<churchworldservice.org>
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Zakiya had tried to change.  She 
went to her high school pastor and 
sought help for her feelings of at-
traction to other women. The pastor 
provided counseling and directed her 
to Exodus’ materials. While attend-
ing a Baptist college, she attended 
an Exodus support group and eventu-
ally found her way to the “Love Won 
Out” conference sponsored by Focus 
on the Family. “That is when I real-
ized this is ridiculous,” said Tanner. 
“I believe that if I had kept doing it 
I would have committed suicide be-
cause there is a lot of self hatred in-
volved in what they were saying.

“One particular meeting I just 

stood up and told them I wasn’t 
coming back. I explained to them 
that it wasn’t working,” said Tan-
ner. “Shortly after that, my pastor 
explained to me that if I didn’t stay 
in Exodus I would have to leave the 
church. Leaving the church meant 
leaving the mission I was called to 
— I was supposed to be serving in 
Africa for two years. It meant leaving 
everything altogether.”

Pennington realized Enzi’s need 
for a place to belong. At the same 
time, he understood how Spirit of 
the Lakes needed Enzi. “It is a great 
gift to push communities of faith to 
be welcome to people who are in this 

type of transition — to walk spiritu-
ally, emotionally and physically with 
someone going through the transfor-
mation from female to male.”

Enzi found more than a spiritual 
home at Spirit of the Lakes — one 
of the congregation’s families of-
fered him a place to live after hearing 
of his eviction. Now, nearly a year 
into his involvement at Spirit of the 
Lakes, Enzi is about to embark on 
the Soulforce Equality Ride 2008 
which visits colleges with policies 
that discriminate against lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgendered (LGBT) 
students, helping promote tolerance 
and understanding.

A friend told Enzi about the 
Equality Ride earlier in the year and 
he sent in his application as soon as 
registration opened up. “There was 
a lot of soul searching,” said Tanner 
of preparing the essay portion of the 
application. “I had to look back and 
reread all the Bible verses that had 
been used to hurt me. There was a 
lot of studying and preparation so I 
could be ready to go to the schools 
and speak on the issues.”

Enzi was accepted as part of the 
17-member team that will visit 15 
Christian colleges throughout the 
American South this fall. A Bible 
“boot camp” and orientation was 
held for riders in Minneapolis this 

past summer. “We looked at what 
[the Bible] says and doesn’t say, 
even more so how to look at it in 
its cultural context,” said Tanner of 
the training. “There was also a lot of 
diversity training and understanding 
the different aspects of how to tell 
your story. Story is a lot of how we 
begin our dialog.”

And Enzi has been busy telling 
his story. He has become an integral 
part of Spirit of the Lakes’ faith com-
munity, sharing concerns for young 
people with gender/sexual identity 
questions, being active in racial jus-
tice ministries and participation in 
worship. “Enzi has brought some 
amazing poetry to the life of our 
church. He has composed poetry 
around the lectionary texts and has 
really helped us to grow and become 
a more progressive voice in our com-
munity,” said Pennington.

Tanner is looking forward to 
expressing the need for colleges to 
protect vulnerable students. “On a 
lot of these campuses the policies 

make students afraid. When there are 
policies that discriminate against or 
threaten to expel LGBT students, it 
becomes unsafe for them. These are 
faith based institutions — it is really 
important to speak on shared values. 
My view of religion has changed 
over time, but there are still things 
we share that can bring us together.”

“The Equality Ride is a great op-
portunity for Enzi to defi ne who he is, 
to continue to defi ne his voice and to 
fi nd how he will walk in this world as 
a person of faith,” said Pennington.

Tanner holds out the hope that 
LGBT students will fi nd the same 
welcome and acceptance he has felt 
at Sprit of the Lakes. “The most ex-
citing part of the Equality Ride is be-
ing able to talk back to myself.  It’s 
like going back and being able to tell 
just one student that they are loved 
and valuable and that they have the 
right to be on that campus.”

Information on Equality Ride sponsorship can be 

found at <soulforce.org/enzi_tanner>.

REJECTION BECOMES ADVOCACY

UCC student joins Soulforce’s ‘Equality Ride,’ promotes tolerance
By Gregg Brekke

Enzi Tanner arrived at Spirit of the Lakes UCC in Minneapolis 
one Sunday morning and quickly found refuge in a back row of 
the church. He had only recently begun to explore his sexual 
identity as the transgendered man, Enzi, and not the lesbian, 

Zakiya.
“I try to fi nd the visitors before every service,” said Spirit of the Lakes 

pastor, the Rev. James Pennington. "I went up to her and I could sense a 
lot of anger and hurt when we fi rst met.”

Some of that anger was the result of recent rejection. The family who 
Zakiya had travelled with on a short-term mission to Africa was willing to 
let her stay with them, but only as long as she continued to participate in 
the “gay recovery” group, Exodus International.

Enzi Tanner will travel to 15 Christian colleges this fall to share his story and encourage 
LGBT understanding. Katie Higgins photo



Indications are that the tide is turning in 
this election cycle. No doubt, certain water-
shed issues remain for many voters through-
out the political spectrum. Yet, by inviting a 
fuller discussion of topics infl uenced by faith, 
candidates have tapped into a more populist 
version of religion that affects a greater per-
centage of peoples’ lives.

The 2008 presidential campaign has fea-
tured three nationally televised forums on 
faith and politics. The fi rst, held April 13, 
between Hillary Clinton and Barak Obama 
(John McCain declined the invitation due to 
a schedule confl ict), was hosted at Messiah 
College in Harrisburg, Pa. Sojourners and 
CNN co-hosted a forum for the Democratic 
presidential candidates on June 4 that includ-
ed Clinton, John Edwards and Obama.

A fi nal forum garnered much more atten-
tion than the others along with a Saturday, 
Aug. 16, prime-time broadcast spot. It was 
held at Saddleback Church in Lake Forest, 
Calif., and featured hour-long interviews with 
Obama and McCain. Saddleback’s pastor, 
Rick Warren, moderated the event, which was 
viewed by an estimated 5.5 million people.  

Questions on topics such as care for the 
poor, international relations, climate change, 
the Iraq war, torture and HIV/AIDS framed 
the debates, signaling a sharp departure from 
divisive issues that previously gained at-
tention from “religious” voters. True, these 
events sought responses from the candidates 
on reproductive rights and gay marriage, but 
the discussion was not limited to or directed 
by how they answered these questions.

These religious forums, in addition to 
continued references to religious values 
in candidate’s speeches, mark a sweeping 
change in what comprises the discussion of 
faith and politics in the mainstream media. By 
asking candidates a variety of questions, ones 
that relate to U.S. responsibilities and percep-
tion in the world, stewardship of the earth, 
and concern for vulnerable populations here 
and abroad, the debate on how faith infl u-
ences political decisions has been expanded 

to include moral issues that were once seen to 
be concerns only of “liberals.”

Sandy Sorensen, team leader for the 
UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries public 
policy offi ce, is optimistic about the broad-
ening religious dialog. “I think enlarging the 
ground of social justice concerns that people 
of faith can work on together across the spec-
trum of progressive to conservative is encour-
aging and positive,” she says. “It enhances 
the dialogue when we can move forward and 
not allow differences on other issues to block 
progress that we might be able to make in 
other areas.”

Across the (great) divide
As evidenced by the televised forums and 

polling information, a variety of believers are 
transcending the barriers between conserva-
tive, moderate and liberal, mainline or evan-
gelical, to raise important issues of conscience 
for people of faith.

A well-publicized statistic notes that one 
in four Americans describes themselves as 
an evangelical Christian, a constituency Re-
publicans have generally counted on as a sure 
vote. Although exit polls were incomplete 
in many states, those that asked questions 
about religious preference showed that nearly 
40 percent of white evangelicals voted for 
Democratic candidates during last spring’s 
primary season. When compared to the 2004 
presidential election where George W. Bush 
secured 78 percent of the white evangelical 
vote, it is evident that this group’s ballots are 
no longer fi rmly in the hands of the GOP.

What is different this year is the amount 
of attention paid by the media and candidates 
alike to the remaining three-quarters of Amer-
ica’s voters — who aren’t white or evangelical 
and many who aren’t Christian —   along with 
an increasing number of socially progressive 
white evangelicals.

One vocal group of evangelicals defying 
their historic party affi liation has been dubbed 
the “Red-Letter Christians.” In a beliefnet.com
interview, Tony Campolo explained the 
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Don’t talk about 
faith and politics
By Gregg Brekke

F
aith and politics — topics we’re advised better not to bring up in polite 
conversation. But in this U.S. political season, and in elections over 
the past three decades, religion has played an increasingly important 
role in how Americans select their candidates and vote on issues or 
amendments.

An August 2007 poll by the Pew Forum and the Pew Research Center for the 
People & the Press showed that 69 percent of Americans agree that it is important 
for a president to have strong religious beliefs. While not a requirement to hold public 
offi ce, it is no surprise, in light of this statistic, that candidates from both major parties 
have highlighted appeals to religious values and their impact on policy decisions. 

Recent history has shown conservative organizations, namely the Moral Majority 
and the Christian Coalition, to be highly effective in limiting the debate to issues they 
deem important to people of faith. Their ability to parse candidate selection based on 
a fi nite set of either/or stands such as abortion and gay marriage, galvanized their 
constituencies while, at the same time, polarized the majority of the electorate.

movement’s goals as to follow more closely 
the words attributed to Jesus, often printed 
in red type in modern Bibles. “In those red 
letters, [Jesus] calls us away from the con-
sumerist values that dominate contempo-
rary American consciousness. He calls us to 
be merciful, which has strong implications 
for how we think about capital punishment. 
When Jesus tells us to love our enemies, he 
probably means we shouldn’t kill them. Most 
important, if we take Jesus seriously, we will 
realize that meeting the needs of the poor is a 
primary responsibility for his followers.”

Jennifer Butler, executive director of 
Faith in Public Life, sees the trend of religious 
voters transcending party lines and ideologi-
cal labels as a theological move toward social 
concerns with political consequences.

“People resist any sort of political label 
being imposed on them,” Butler said in a May 
20 Pew Forum on religion and progressive 
politics. “They want the label, or their name, 
to come from their particular faith commu-
nity. Sometimes, for some Protestants, that’s 
prophetic. They want to say that they stand 
outside these political categories and that they 
want to hold both to account. They want to be 
nonpartisan. They want to reclaim faith. And 
they want to reclaim American debates so that 
they’re focused on real issues of the day.”

To be sure, many challenges still exist and 
consensus is far from assured. “Even around 
energy and the environment, where there has 
been some common ground forged between 
progressive faith voices and voices from the 

religious right,” said Sorensen, “there are dif-
ferences on, for example, oil exploration and 
drilling.”

She doesn’t see the polarizing topics of 
previous election cycles going away any time 
soon. “I wouldn’t dismiss the very real dif-
ferences that still exist on hot-button social 
issues — we continue to see the fault lines 
in this election campaign with regard to re-
productive choice, same-sex marriage, gun 
violence and sexuality education, to name a 
few examples.”

Sorensen also adds that she doesn’t think 
evangelical voices have so much “caught up” 
to traditions like the UCC with its long-stand-
ing social justice witness; rather, that the pol-
icy dialogue has started to become somewhat 
more nuanced.

“And that is a welcome sign,” she said, 
“because the realities of our global society 
today demand that we recognize and grapple 
with the complexities of issues more fully in 
our policy debate and dialog.”

Our Faith Our Vote
While the Pew Forum research cited above 

indicates a solid majority of Americans ex-
pect political candidates to be people of faith, 
an almost equal number, 63 percent, oppose 
churches’ direct endorsement of candidates. 
Only 28 percent of those surveyed believe 
their churches should endorse candidates.

So what role can religious institutions 
play in political dialog? The IRS has specifi c 
rules governing the things a non-profi t orga-
nization can do or promote in regards to the 
electoral process (see sidebar “Guidelines”). 
All 501(c)(3) organizations, religious or not, 
are required to abide by these restrictions lest 
they jeopardize their tax-exempt status.

These restrictions are summed up as pro-
hibitions against endorsing or opposing a 
candidate, political party or political action 
committee (PAC); forming a PAC; rating can-
didates and soliciting contributions for a can-
didate, party or PAC.

Religious institutions are allowed to 
speak about issues and policy — even when 
candidates have aligned themselves on one 

When we wonder whether we 
should be part of the election 
process, we need only remember 
Jesus’ witness of challenging the 
powers and principalities in search 
of justice for the ‘least of these.' "

 — from "Our Faith Our Vote"

Randy Varcho | iStockphoto graphic

DON'T TALK | cont. on page 13
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By Gregg Brekke

Inspired by the UCC’s 2008 Our Faith Our 
Vote program, the Valley City (N.D.) 
Congregational UCC is holding lunch-

time forums where participants will study 
and discuss the autobiographies of John 
McCain and Barack Obama.  

In September, the group focused its at-
tention on McCain’s “Faith of My Fathers,” 
and is reflecting on Obama’s “Dreams from 
My Father” in October.

The group’s intent is to foster a non-par-
tisan dialog on candidates’ positions and ex-
plore infl uences of their life that made them the 
people and public servants they are today.

The Rev. Dorothy “Darcy” Borden, as-
sociate minister of spiritual care and youth, 
has a passion for government and says, “We 
should be informed citizens and the church 
should play a nonpartisan role in helping 
people make decisions.

“We are better off when we question 
and dialog about issues. If you hear some-
thing [about the candidates], it is good to 
ask what shaped them to have this idea or 
platform,” she says in reference to the au-
tobiographies. “McCain’s experience as the 
son of an admiral — his military service 
and being a POW. Obama growing up in In-
donesia and Hawaii, and being the son of 
a single mother. These events shaped them 
— and we all come to our beliefs from some 
place of experience.” 

News of the discussion group was car-
ried by a local paper and the response of the 

congregation and community has been posi-
tive. “We have a very engaged congregation 
who wants to be informed on the issues and 
candidates. We talk about [the issues] dur-
ing lunch after church anyway,” says Bor-
den. “We decided to offer the group at lunch 
during the week so that people can get away 
from work to attend.”

Borden admits she lives in a divided 
house — her husband, the Rev. Carl Bor-
den, senior minister at the church, and she 
support different candidates in the upcom-
ing election. This dilemma informs the in-
tentions of the candidate discussion group. 

“Just like families, churches have to be 
able to talk about issues as they come up,” 
she says of these differences. “Hopefully, 
we can all have a civil discussion regarding 
the questions that matter most to us.”

Borden hopes to see the church become 
a resource for the community in many ar-
eas, including political dialog. “The reason 
I joined the UCC is that we won’t shy away 
from tough issues,” she says. “There is a 
sense that you don’t want to touch the sa-
cred cows  —  but we have to help people 
look into the pen.”

Reflecting on her pastoral responsibili-
ties and a call to care for the whole person, 
Borden says, “It’s about being active in 
your community, knowing that some of us 
are fathers, mothers, sons, daughters, stu-
dents — and we all have different concerns. 
There are a lot of things going on where we, 
as the church, can equip people to talk about 
issues and to share what is on their mind.”

The Wall Street Journal reported on May 9 
that the ADF planned to initiate a widespread 
legal challenge to the IRS rules on political 
speech on Sept. 28, when an estimated 33 pastors 
intentionally crossed the line and publicly 
endorsed political candidates from their pulpits. 
The ADF is hoping at least one sermon will 
prompt the IRS to investigate, sparking a court 
battle that could get the tax provision declared 
unconstitutional, the WSJ reported.

The Rev. Eric Williams, senior pastor of 
North Congregational UCC in Columbus, 
Ohio, is troubled by the ADF’s plan.

On Aug. 7, Williams sent a letter to clergy 
colleagues in Ohio, announcing a counter action. 
Williams is gathering supporters who will 
publicly ask the IRS to investigate the ADF, a 
Scottsdale, Ariz.-based non-profi t organization. 

“The promotion of tax fraud, particularly 
to houses of worship, is not a charitable 
endeavor,” Williams told United Church News. 
“We believe that the ADF should lose its tax-
exempt status.”

With the support of the Rev. Robert 
Molsberry, the UCC’s Ohio Conference Minister, 
Williams called for a UCC-led nationwide 
group of ecumenical, interfaith clergy to use 
their pulpits on Sept. 21 — one week in advance 
of the ADF’s action — to educate congregations 
nationwide on why church-state separation is 
important to ensuring religious liberty.  At least 
180 clergy responded.

“I will not use the pulpit of my congregation 
to serve the interests of any candidate or 
political organization,” Williams said. “I will 
stand fi rm in faith for religious freedom.”

“I invite you to join me and many other 
partners in faith to stand fi rm against this latest 
attempt by ADF to cross the line and jeopardize 
the unique role and moral authority that leaders 
and communities of faith have exercised 

throughout the history of our nation,” Williams 
wrote to clergy colleagues, “I invite you to 
preach on Sept. 21 about the freedoms that the 
laws and the Constitution of our nation provide 
to all leaders and communities of faith.”

On Sept. 8, Williams and 50 ecumenical, 
interfaith clergy held a press conference in 
Columbus where they publicly signed a joint 
letter to the IRS to “express our concerns and 
request that the IRS immediately investigate 
ADF’s activities and seek injunctive relief to 
prohibit ADF from engaging in any further 
promotion of ‘Pulpit Freedom Sunday.’ ”

Williams is no stranger to the national 
spotlight on church-state issues. In January 
2006, he and 30 other Columbus-area clergy 
fi led IRS challenges against two prominent 
Ohio megachurches, accusing the World 
Harvest Church and Fairfi eld Christian Church 
of illegal political activities.

The moderate and liberal clergy called 
upon the IRS to investigate the World Harvest 
Church and Fairfi eld Christian Church for 
the congregations’ alleged partisan support 
for then-candidate J. Kenneth Blackwell, the 
Republican nominee for Ohio governor.

Williams said he believes it’s important 
that the UCC take a lead in educating the 
public about what churches can and can’t do 
with regard to electoral politics. He charges the 
ADF is teaching falsehoods about church-state 
separation by insinuating that religious leaders 
are somehow being “muzzled” from discussing 
political issues.

“This is simply not true,” Williams said. “It 
is fi tting and appropriate for clergy to discuss 
the political dimensions of moral, ethical and 
justice issues, even in the middle of an election 
campaign. But that is not the same thing as 
specifi cally telling parishioners who they should 
vote for and who they should vote against.”

BROWN-BAG POLITICS
North Dakota church engages non-partisan dialog

courtesy of <ucc.org/ourfaithourvote>

TAX-EXEMPT STATUS QUESTIONED

UCC clergy call for IRS investigation 
of Alliance Defense Fund

side or the other of a particular issue. As long 
as the organization doesn’t communicate a 
preference for or against a particular candi-
date as part of its issue discussion, they have 
followed the guidelines.

Beyond issues, faith communities are 
permitted to explore candidate profi les, pub-
lish voting guides that refrain from candi-
date endorsement, sponsor debates, conducts 
voter registration and advocate for referenda, 
constitutional amendments and similar bal-
lot initiatives assuming they comply with tax 
exempt organization lobbying guidelines (see 
“North Dakota” on this page).

The UCC’s Justice and Witness Minis-
tries have designed the Our Faith Our Vote 
program to address congregation’s concerns 
and prepare them for involvement in political 
activism. The program, now in its third edi-
tion, includes resources aimed at helping con-
gregations and their members get involved in 
the political process while honoring a com-
mitment to separation of church and state. 

The 2008 edition of Our Faith Our Vote 

includes guidelines for nonpartisan activism 
as well as issue briefi ngs on the key justice is-
sues of health care, poverty, climate change, 
immigration, the global economy and the war 
in Iraq.

The UCC’s Sorensen welcomes a shared 
sense of priorities around issues concerning 
religious values in the public debate. “I think 
that enlarging the ground of social justice 
concerns people of faith can work on togeth-
er, across the spectrum of progressive to con-
servative, is encouraging and positive.”

In its introduction, the Our Faith Our Vote 
guide states, “When we wonder whether we 
should be part of the election process, we need 
only remember Jesus’ witness of challenging 
the powers and principalities in search of jus-
tice for the ‘least of these.’ ”

The addition of many religious voices to 
these concerns, including issue education and 
congregational activism, is indeed strengthen-
ing the justice efforts of congregations and in-
troducing a renewed dialog on faith values in 
the 2008 voting year, which will likely be a de-
ciding factor in the outcome of the election.

DON'T TALK | cont.

By J. Bennett Guess

In response to a plan announced by the conservative Alliance Defense Fund to initiate 
a legal test of IRS limits on electoral political speech, a UCC church in Columbus, Ohio, 
made an appeal for pastors to preach on the value of church-state separation on the 
Sunday prior.

POLITICAL ACTION GUIDELINES FOR CONGREGATIONS AND CLERGY
IRS allows broad range of activities while others jeopardize tax exempt status

POLITICAL ACTIVITIES CHURCHES?
CLERGY AS 

INDIVIDUALS?

Discuss the positions of candidates on public issues YES YES

Endorsement of candidates NO YES

Contributions to candidates NO YES

In-kind expenditures in favor of or against candidates NO YES

Independent expenditures in favor or against candidates NO YES

Contributions to political action committees (PACs) NO YES

Appearance of candidate at church meeting or service YES N/A

— All candidates must have the same opportunity

Payment of expenses for candidate to appear NO YES

Distribute at church:

1) Nonpartisan candidate surveys or guides YES YES

2) Candidate voting records YES YES

3) Candidate political statements NO YES

Rent church list at market value if same rate to all candidates YES N/A

Publish in church newsletter, bulletin or magazine:

1) Political ads sold at market rate YES N/A

2) Political ads sold at less than market rate NO N/A

3) News stories YES N/A

4) Editorials NO N/A

Nonpartisan voter education and registration YES YES

Nonpartisan get out the vote drives YES YES
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“The ads are more than market-
ing,” said the Rev. Felix Carrion, na-
tional coordinator of the Stillspeak-
ing Ministry. “This is proclamation 
of the good news in Jesus Christ — 
the good news of the welcome Jesus 
offers to all the people.

“ ‘All the people’ is the message, 

as much as I like the commercial it-
self, I like this message even more,” 
said Carrion. “It really is of the es-
sence of the gospel — neither Jew 
nor Greek, neither male nor female, 
neither slave nor free, but all the peo-
ple. That is what is so radical about 
the gospel. Rich and poor, young and 

WELCOMING 'ALL THE PEOPLE'
Contributions pour in, ‘Steeples’ ad to run nationally through Oct. 12

old, black and white and brown and 
yellow and red (and all the hues in 
between) are invited — that’s why I 
have such a passion for the ‘all the 
people’ message.”

Gwen Thomas, Stillspeaking’s 
assistant coordinator, notes the im-
pact the commercial is 
already having within 
the UCC. “We were 
a very popular booth 
at the National Youth 
Event,” she said. “The 
statement ‘God is still 
speaking’ resonates 
with the people who 
were there. They know 
it; they embrace it and 
incorporate it in their own home-
grown ways.”

“[NYE] was really an extraor-
dinary event,” said Carrion. “Young 
people get it; they know what we’re 
talking about when we say ‘all the 
people.’ That’s a real encouragement. 
Over 3000 young people got excited 
about us airing this ad. If young peo-
ple fi nd this ad appealing and heart-
warming and truthful, then we’re re-

ally onto something.”
In addition to customized Still-

speaking T-shirts represented by 
congregations and associations at 
NYE, Thomas called attention to a 
grassroots video project to which 23 
churches have submitted their self-

produced versions of 
the “Steeples” ad.

Both Carrion and 
Thomas expressed 
gratitude for the gen-
erosity of those who 
donated. “Despite the 
fact that this has ob-
viously been a trying 
economic time for ev-
eryone, the churches, 

individuals, conferences and other 
organizations really rose to the oc-
casion to give what they could,” said 
Thomas.

The message couldn’t come at a 
better time, said the Rev. J. Bennett 
Guess, the UCC’s director of com-
munications. “Across the church, 
people have expressed excitement 
that, given the manner in which the 
UCC was caricatured and distorted 

by the media earlier this year, that 
we will have this moment to speak a 
proactive, inclusive word about who 
we really are.”

The “Steeples” ad marks the 
third installment of Stillspeaking 
commercials on national airwaves. 
Controversy surrounding the earlier 
ads, “Bouncer” and “Ejector,” was 
punctuated by a ban of their run by 
the major networks and network-
owned cable channels.

Future plans for the Stillspeak-
ing ministry include strengthening 
congregational programs and an 
emphasis on creating materials that 
equip individuals to be Stillspeaking 
people. 

“These resources will support the 
idea that you can be a Stillspeaking 
person, a Stillspeaking proclaimer, a 
Stillspeaking inviter, a Stillspeaking 
evangelist, a Stillspeaking steward.” 
said Carrion. “We’re not just inviting 
people to belong to a church, we’re 
inviting them to transformation — to 
come make history with us, to come 
do mission with us, to come help 
change the world.”

By Gregg Brekke

T he UCC’s “Steeples” television ad, featuring a diverse array 
of people reciting the “here is the church, here is the steeple” 
rhyme, began airing nationwide Sept. 29 on BET, Bravo, CNN 
and TV One. The ad will be seen over two weeks on these net-

works reaching more than 10 million viewers.
Nearly 1,200 entities — individuals, churches, conferences and other 

UCC ministries — contributed $235,000 during the past two months to 
make this Stillspeaking advertising initiative possible.

Still image from 'Steeples' ad.
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And now for a second time in its 
history, questions about who wrote it 
and when have resurfaced. The fi rst 
time Niebuhr’s authorship was ques-
tioned was in the 1960s.  Someone 
said that the prayer was hundreds 
of years old and had 
been written by a Ger-
man theologian named 
Friedrich Oetinger, a 
charge that was later re-
futed.

Yale University Li-
brarian Fred Shapiro, 
using computer data-
bases of old newspa-
pers, has recently found 
examples of similar 
prayers that date back to 
the mid-1930s, leading 
him to question Niebuhr’s author-
ship.  Niebuhr’s daughter, Elisabeth 
Sifton, countered, saying that the at-
tributions located by Shapiro come 
from college and YWCA sources — 
the very places that Niebuhr did so 
much speaking and lecturing in the 
1930s.  

As Sifton writes, “Who, if not 
Niebuhr, might have introduced it?  
Who was praying along these lines in 
1936, 1938, 1939, when local news-
papers tell us that women around the 
country, mostly connected to teach-
ing institutions or the YWCA, quoted 
a version of it?”

Part of the diffi culty in deter-
mining with certainty whether or not  
Niebuhr wrote the Serenity Prayer, 
rests with Niebuhr’s brilliance. He 
rarely wrote out the talks, sermons 
or prayers he delivered. Usually, he 

worked with just brief 
notes; these were all he 
needed to prime his gift-
ed mind.  So with few 
of his 1930s talks and 
lectures written out, it’s 
hard to know for sure if 
he is the author of the 
Serenity Prayer.  Or is 
it?

Change, the theme 
of the Serenity Prayer, 
was very much on Nie-
buhr’s mind.  In fact, in 

1928, at the national convention of 
a church young men’s organization, 
Niebuhr said, “We want to change 
things, we want to live up to our ide-
als.  And then, as we begin to grow 
older we begin to adapt ourselves and 
to accept what we once opposed … 
you always have in youth a fresh ide-
alism, a conscience reacting against 
old vices, which is the re-making of 
the world.  On the other hand we fi nd 
ourselves revolting against some of 
the good things handed down to us 
by the cautious experience of the past 
generations.”

Particularly when talking to au-

diences in his own denomination,
Niebuhr explored the idea of change. 
A German-American communion, 
The Evangelical Synod of North 
America (a predecessor body of the 
UCC), struggled in the years follow-
ing the First World War. 

Change was very much on the 
minds of young people in the Evan-
gelical Synod. And Niebuhr was at 
the forefront of efforts to bring the 
denomination into the American re-
ligious mainstream and the twentieth 
century.

Niebuhr was certain that a blend 
of old and new was best for the “new 
day.” But the process of keeping 
and discarding required careful un-
derstanding and thought and an in-
sight, often quoted by Niebuhr, from 
Goethe. “What you inherit from your 
parents you must win in order to pos-
sess it.”  

The themes addressed by Nie-
buhr in the 1920s and early 30s fore-
shadow America’s favorite prayer:

God, grant me the serenity to ac-
cept the things I cannot change,
courage to change the things I 
can,
and the wisdom to know the dif-
ference.

When it comes to knowing who 
wrote the Serenity Prayer, one can 
only hope that we, too, have “the 
wisdom to know the difference.”

DID NIEBUHR WRITE IT?
Controversy continues to surround ‘Serenity Prayer’ authorship
By William G. Chrystal

A few years ago, it was determined that “Amazing Grace” is 
America’s best-loved hymn. If a similar poll were taken to fi nd 
out what is America’s best-loved prayer, the Serenity Prayer 
would easily top the list.

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change,
courage to change the things I can,
and the wisdom to know the difference.

As the story goes, the Serenity Prayer, in slightly different form, was 
delivered at a church service in Heath, Mass., in 1943, by Reinhold 
Niebuhr — a prominent theologian and political philosopher who taught for 
many years at Union Theological Seminary in New York City, and who had 
a summer place near Heath. After the service someone asked Niebuhr for 
a copy of the prayer. Niebuhr handed the original to him and almost over-
night, the prayer was everywhere. It was published in many newspapers, 
widely distributed in VA hospitals, and eventually, it became the offi cial 
prayer of Alcoholics Anonymous.

Niebuhr

ChangeTheStory.net offers online interfaith dialog

In an effort to dispel misunder-
standings concerning Islam and 
the estimated fi ve million Muslims 

in America, Intersections, a multi-
cultural and multi-faith initiative of 
The Collegiate Church of New York 
has launched a unique on-line re-
source called ChangeTheStory.net. 

The website was inspired by a 
new and major report, “Changing 
Course: A New Direction for U.S. 

Relations with the Muslim World," 
compiled by the Leadership Group 
on U.S. Muslim Engagement. The 
group comprises more than thirty 
American leaders with expertise in 
foreign policy, politics, public opin-
ion, business, religion, education, 
psychology, philanthropy, national 
security, and confl ict resolution.

“Our goal is to build an inter-
active experience for concerned in-

dividuals, educators and religious 
leaders that helps to change the 
stereotypical narratives about Mus-
lims that so dominates our media 
and prevailing public perceptions 
about Muslim communities in this 
country and around the world,” said 
the Rev. Robert Chase, founding 
director of Intersections and former 
UCC director of communications. 
“We wanted to create something 
groundbreaking, distinctive and 
totally compelling; something that 
Muslims and non-Muslims alike 
can call their own.”  

Intersections enlisted a nation-
ally known team of writers, theo-
logians, video producers and web 
designers to develop this resource, 
which is designed to be informative, 
interactive and user-friendly. 

“It has been an honor to work 
on this project,” says Munir Shaikh, 
a doctoral student in Islamic Stud-
ies at UCLA and a member of the 
writing team for the project. “I don’t 
know of another visually appealing 
resource like this anywhere that is 
so informative for such a variety of 
audiences.”

The site features areas where us-
ers can meet their neighbors, learn 
about Islam and apply techniques of 
dialog and action to local communi-
ties. The primary audiences for the 
web site are educators, religious lead-
ers and individuals concerned about 
building bridges of understanding 
across lines of faith and culture.
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In a jointly-issued announce-
ment, Baldwin-Wallace president 
Richard Durst and church president 
Dennis Stocker acknowl-
edged the open and candid 
process that had helped 
facilitate the discussion 
between the church and 
college, and the decision 
by the congregation to ap-
prove the sale.

“We are convinced 
that this decision will have 
signifi cant benefi ts for First Con-
gregational UCC and its members, 
for our Conservatory of Music, and 
for the community of Berea,” said 
Durst. “I believe we all are eager to 
move ahead with new construction 
and renovation that will enhance the 
program offerings of two of Berea’s 
longest-standing citizens.”

The Baldwin-Wallace College 
Conservatory of Music currently 
enrolls about 300 full-time students 
and educates thousands of area 
residents through its outreach pro-
grams headquartered in Kulas and 
Merner-Pfeiffer halls. Expanding 

and renovating those facilities is a 
major component for “Transforming 
Lives: The Campaign for Baldwin-

Wallace College,” which currently 
is underway.

Berea’s First Congregational 
UCC was founded by abolition-
ists in 1855. Construction of the 
church’s historic facility, adjacent to 
the Conservatory’s Merner-Pfeiffer 
Hall, began about 1870, making it 
the oldest standing church building 
in the city. While part of the Unit-
ed Church of Christ, with national 
headquarters in Cleveland, the local 
church is autonomous and is ruled 
democratically by its membership.

First Congregational UCC is 
well-known in the community for its 
day care program and Church Street 

Ministries, an ecumenical outreach 
program founded in 1994 to meet 
human needs across the county 
through counseling and guidance for 
refugees and the homeless, and in-
tervention for at-risk and chemically 
dependent youth.

Since 2005, Baldwin-Wallace 
has rented a portion of the church 
space for its music therapy and 
music outreach programs. Col-
lege offi cials had approached First 
Congregational UCC members in 
early 2007 about possibly selling 
the entire facility. College lead-
ers addressed the congregation last 
fall and members of the congrega-
tion voted Dec. 9, 2007 to authorize 
their leaders to negotiate terms of a 

possible sale to Baldwin-
Wallace. The 225-member 
congregation voted June 
29 to pursue and fi nalize, if 
appropriate, the sale of the 
church facility.

“The church will con-
tinue to search for new and 
expanded ways to carry out 
its ministries to Berea and 

metropolitan Cleveland,” Stocker 
said.

COLLEGE,153-YEAR-OLD CONGREGATION FORGE AGREEMENT
Baldwin-Wallace Conservatory of Music expansion includes historic UCC church
By George T. Richard 

L
eaders of Baldwin-Wallace College and First Congregational 
UCC of Berea, Ohio, have reached an agreement that would 
permit the college to acquire and renovate church properties, 
securing the church’s future and providing a much-needed 

expansion of its Conservatory of Music.
The agreement, which includes an undisclosed amount of cash, the 

transfer of two college-owned lots and temporary use of Baldwin-Wallace’s 
Lindsay-Crossman Chapel facilities for church services during a possible 
construction period, is contingent upon property inspections as well as 
both the college and the church receiving any required city zoning and 
planning approvals.

We are convinced that this decision will have 
signifi cant benefi ts for the First Congregational 
UCC and its members, for our Conservatory of 
Music, and for the community."
 — Richard Durst, B-W College president

u c c . o r g / u c n e w s
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Baldwin-Wallace College has rented a portion of the church since 2005. Ron Linek photo
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Wright has led annual revivals 
at the African-American church 
since 1989, owing to his friend-
ship with its pastor, the Rev. Rob-
ert Burkins.

The two met at a conference in 
the 1980s.

This was Wright’s first visit 
to Elmwood since snippets of his 
sermons were broadcast nation-
ally and online last spring, causing 
Obama, Wright’s former longtime 
parishioner, to sever ties to the fi-
ery preacher and resign the Obama 
family’s membership at Trinity.

In some of those sermons, 
Wright, who often preaches on the 
mistreatment of African-Ameri-
cans, likened actions of the U.S. 
government to al-Qaida’s actions 
and said the Sept. 11 attacks were 
“America’s chickens coming home 
to roost.”

For a churchman both revered 
and reviled nationally for his ora-
tory, Wright made a decidedly sub-
dued entrance into the East Orange 
sanctuary on Sept. 7.

At 9 a.m. on the dot, wearing 
a dark blue suit and yellow tie, he 
walked in and sat quietly in the 
front row. He looked toward the 
band and mouthed lyrics to the 
warm-up hymn, “If it had not been 
for the Lord on my side, tell me, 
where would I be?”

Toward the sermon’s end, 
though, he commanded the atten-
tion of those in the sanctuary and 
an overflow room, and drew grins 
as he referred to the controversy 
briefly, mentioning two conserva-
tive cable TV commentators.

“I’m a testimony,” Wright said 
from the pulpit, guided by lyrics 

to an African-American spiritual 
song. “I didn’t make it on my own, 
and I’m not standing here alone. 
It was Jesus ... who gave me this 
opportunity.  Not [Sean] Hannity. 
Not Bill O’Reilly. It was Jesus.”

Then, he said, to cheers, “I 
ain’t preaching for no journalists, 
I’m preaching for Jesus ... I ain’t 
preaching for no president, I’m 
preaching for the prince of peace! 
... Look at me! I’m a testimony!

“Stand on your feet!”
Widely condemned last spring 

for his statements, but defended in 

black churches and by UCC lead-
ership, Wright has said his words 
were misunderstood by people un-
familiar with the history and rheto-
ric of the black church.

At Elmwood, which takes 
pride in its relationship with 
Wright, Burkins introduced him as 
a “prophet of peace” for “speaking 
truth to power and challenging the 
status quo.”

Most of Wright’s words were 
apolitical.

In one sermon on Jesus’ turn-
ing water into wine at a wedding, 
he said the congregation should 
learn from the example of Mary, 
Jesus’ mother, informing her son 
the wedding hosts were running 

low on wine rather than gossiping 
about their misfortune.

“His mother took it to the 
Lord,” Wright said. “She took 
somebody else’s problem to the 
Lord ... When we hear something 
about someone in a situation, we 
will text-message on the spot, in-
stead of talking to our master in 
the privacy of our prayer rooms 
... Don’t text-message. Talk to the 
master.”

Many parishioners declined to 
discuss Wright’s relationship with 
Obama, who also is popular in the 

church, or whether they thought 
Wright had hurt Obama’s presi-
dential chances.

U.S. Rep. Donald M. Payne, 
a Democrat from N.J., said he did 
not fault Wright, and he thought 
Obama’s severing of ties made his 
relationship with Wright less likely 
to re-emerge as a campaign issue.

“It’s kind of hard to tell a per-
son like him (Wright) to change 
his ways,” said Payne, whose son 
was married at Elmwood. “Basi-
cally he’s been preaching his style 
and his message for decades. May-
be it’s good that it’s been aired and 
it’s not a story anymore. Now they 
can deal with issues that confront 
Americans.”

      people | places | thingsin the news
REVIVAL ATTENDEES EMBRACE OUTSPOKEN PASTOR
Preaching in N.J., Jeremiah Wright shows no hard feelings toward Obama
By Jeff Diamant
Religious News Service

 

G
iven their public falling out last spring, it was far from 
certain the Rev. Jeremiah A. Wright, pastor emeritus of 
Chicago’s 6,300 member Trinity United Church of 
Christ, would speak favorably of Democratic presidential 
nominee Barack Obama when he preached at Elmwood 

Presbyterian Church in East Orange, N.J., on Sunday, Sept. 7.
But in his afternoon sermon on Jesus’ turning water into wine 

— “the ordinary into the extraordinary” as Wright put it — he neared 
the end of his 40-minute sermon with a riff on Obama that thrilled a 
church crowd of 300.

“Let me tell you how I know what I’m talking about,” Wright said at 
the weeklong Elmwood revival he attends each September.

“Twenty years ago, a scrawny little kid — pointed nose, big ears, 
momma from Kansas, daddy from Kenya — the Lord told him, an 
ordinary black boy, he told him, ‘You could be a state senator...’

“Not only did he become a state senator,” Wright continued, as 
cheers rang up in the sanctuary, “this black boy with an African daddy 
from Kenya and a white American momma from Kansas, he had the 
audacity to hope, so he ran for the United States Senate, and the Lord 
turned the ordinary into the [extraordinary]. And now! And now! Oh my 
God, and now!  Whooo!”

I’m a testimony. I didn’t make it on my own, and I’m 
not standing here alone. It was Jesus ... who gave me 
this opportunity.  Not [Sean] Hannity. Not Bill O’Reilly. 
It was Jesus.”

 — Wright, from the Elmwood Presbyterian Church pulpit
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Moffett, a self-described recov-
ering Catholic, was co-founder of 
the Simple Way community in the 
Kensington neighborhood of Phila-
delphia. Along with Shane Clai-
borne, one of the featured person-
alities in the documentary, Moffett 
spent seven years living in this in-
tentional Christian community that 
advocated and provided basic needs 
for the poor in north Philadelphia.

The fi lm chronicles the 11,000- 
mile book tour that Claiborne and 
Chris Haw undertook in a vegetable 
oil-powered bus to promote their 
co-authored book, “Jesus for Presi-
dent: Politics for Ordinary Radi-
cals.” Advocating a Christianity 
that is more concerned about God’s 
people than doctrinal adherence, 
Claiborne and Haw spoke to rapt 
crowds at churches and assemblies 
throughout North America.

The book and tour’s decided 
mix of social justice and Chris-
tian outreach form a new wave for 
evangelicals in the U.S., says Ron 
Sider, Professor of Theology, Ho-
listic Ministry and Public Policy 
at Palmer Theological Seminary in 
Wynnewood, Pa., and founder of 
Evangelicals for Social Action.  

“When I was in my 20s and 30s, 
the typical evangelical would say 
the primary mission of the church 
is to evangelize souls. We just fo-
cused on spreading the gospel. And 
the focus was souls, not the whole 
person … But now almost any ma-
jor evangelical or Pentecostal lead-
er you would ask would say that 
biblical Christians are supposed to 
care for the whole person. They’re 
supposed to both do social ministry 
and share the gospel.”

Zack Exley, writer and presi-
dent of the New Organizing Insti-
tute, notes that a legion of conser-
vative evangelicals grew up telling 
their kids “just read your Bibles.” 

“And those kids did read their 
Bibles and now they’re saying, 
‘right here it says to turn your other 
cheek. Well, right here it says resist 
the empire. Right here it says don’t 
idolatrize — your nation, your fl ag, 
you know — your president.’ ”

Pointing to the counter-revo-
lutionary political arena that Jesus 
and the fi rst Christians were thrust 
into, Hay says, “Calling Jesus 

Christ the Son of God meant in the 
fi rst century that you were saying 
Caesar is not [the son of god].  And 
that’s treason, so it is a very po-
litical statement to call Jesus your 
Lord and Savior.”

“The Ordinary Radicals” also 
focuses its lens on activists who 
have worked to fi nd common po-
litical objectives between more 
conservative and liberal Christian 
communities. Jim Wallis, Tony 
Campolo and Brian McLaren each 
make appearances. Known for their 
challenges to evangelical dogma 
and support for social justice issues, 
each contributes their perspective 
on the changing landscape of reli-
gious-political dialog in the U.S.  

“When politics is broken, when 
it fails to resolve, even address, 
the biggest issues,” says Wallis, 
founder of Sojourners. “What often 
happens is that movements rise up 
to change politics — and the best 
movements always have a spiritual 
foundation.”

The documentary’s journey 
through America and Canada of-
fers fresh perspective into this new 
movement and shifting political-re-
ligious debate that had stagnated af-
ter a generation of Religious Right 
issues domination. Evangelical, 
mainline Protestant, Catholic and an 
assembly of unaffi liated voices are 
heard expressing similar cares for 
those Jesus considered “the least of 
these,” and for equality in society 
based on the biblical example set by 
Jesus and the fi rst Christians.

For those who have spent their 
lives working in social justice are-
nas — whether in poverty, home-
lessness, immigration reform, world 
hunger, environmentalism, HIV/
AIDS care or peace advocacy — the 
religious motivation for these con-
cerns is nothing new. What is new 
is that Claiborne, Haw and “The 
Ordinary Radicals” show a chang-
ing American religious landscape 
where Christians of many persua-
sions are uniting on core concerns 
of their faith.

Dates and locations for theater screenings 

of "The Ordinary Radicals" can be found at 

events.theordinaryradicals.com. The DVD can 

be purchased from Amazon.com and will enter 

Netflix distribution later this year.

FILM REVIEW: ‘The Ordinary Radicals’ challenges religious priorities
By Gregg Brekke

f the Christian faith is this 2,000-year-old perspective 
that’s supposed to be all about the love of God and 
neighbor,” begins Jamie Moffett, director and narrator of 
the documentary “The Ordinary Radicals,” “just how did 
it get to the point that Christianity in America is stereo-
typed, somewhat accurately mind you, like this?”  

What follows on the screen are the stenciled and 
printed words: unforgiving, hypocritical, homophobic, 

intolerant, fear-mongering, consumerism, preachy, anti-Semitic, televange-
lism, paternalistic, pedophile priests and bigotry.
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On the side, Charles pursued 
his interest in art, helping to de-
velop exhibits by religious artists 
at two General Synods, and study-
ing sculpture at the Pennsylvania 
Academy of Fine Arts, the Johnson 
Atelier, the Princeton Art Associa-
tion and Mercer College.

Though he loved his job, espe-
cially lobbying in Washington on 
issues of peace and justice, some-
thing was lacking.  He wanted to 
devote himself completely to cre-
ating art.

So, when he retired in 2000 he 
did just that. There was a barn on 
the old farmstead near 
Princeton, N.J., where 
he and his spouse, Car-
ol, live.  Charles turned 
it into a studio.

During the transi-
tion from his national 
staff assignment in the 
UCC’s Washington, 
D.C., office, he was 
an artist in residence 
at Wesley Theological 
Seminary, seeking to 
understand and express how art 
and theology inform and influence 
one another. He began getting com-
missions to create sculptures that 
would help people see their own 
lives in his art.  

Andover Newton Theological 
School wanted several pieces when 

LIFELONG DREAM REALIZED

Pastor, artist sculpts his retirement with purpose and pleasure

art | fi lm | music | books | web      culture

By J. Martin Bailey

T
he Rev. Charles McCollough yearned to be an artist.

He had “the eye” of an artist.  He always carried a sketch 
book and drawing pencils. He sometimes slipped away from 
meetings to art museums, always admiring beautiful images.

But he had to support his family; and was called to ministry, 
writing and teaching. So he worked for the UCC, fi rst as an educator and 
then as an advocate for justice and peace.

Still, McCollough wanted — needed — to express himself in images.
Actually, he had lots of opportunity to express himself. His seven 

books, including “Faith Made Visible, Resolving Confl ict with Justice and 
Peace” and “To Love the Earth,” were used in several denominations. He 
was a popular preacher and a thoughtful theologian, often lecturing on is-
sues of human rights and social justice.  He helped infl uence both church 
and public policy, including shaping the rationale for the formal apology 
that the UCC made to the native people of Hawaii. Charles was the prin-
cipal author of the denomination’s policy statement on the environment. 
He also worked with the UCC’s partnership program with the Evangelical 
Church in Germany, frequently lecturing there at pastoral seminars.

McCollough

"Sarah and Ishmael's Expulsion" from McCollough's book, "The Art of Parables."

he went there as resident artist. Fif-
teen of his sculptures are now on 
the seminary walls. After Andover 
Newton and an interim pastor-
ate, he became fascinated with the 
word pictures that Jesus created in 
more than 30 parables.  

As those word pictures be-
gan crowding Charles’ mind and 
sketchbook, and as he began to 
form them in clay, McCollough ex-
perienced what the New Testament 
scholar, C.H. Dodd, described: Je-
sus’ parables had created images 
“drawn from nature and common 
life” that “tease [the mind] to ac-
tive thought.”

Charles wanted his sculptures 
to do the same.  So he began read-
ing everything available about the 
parables — and he found himself 
not only working in a library and a 
studio, but sharing his ideas in plac-

es like Wesley, Andover 
Newton, Drew and 
Princeton Seminaries, 
as well as with groups 
of pastors and lay per-
sons and in his local 
church, Christ Congre-
gation  in Princeton, 
N.J. Princeton and New 
Brunswick Seminaries 
are close enough that 
students come to talk 
with him in his studio. 

Jesus used the parables to talk 
about the kingdom of God for a 
reason, Charles found himself say-
ing.  “Jesus’ friends and neighbors 
were living under military occupa-
tion — they were feeling that stress 
in their lives. The parables were 
memorable because they described 

life under oppression so directly.”  
Charles began seeing that the vio-
lence of the Roman occupation was 
the context of Jesus’ ministry, and 
that the parables are meaningful to-
day because they speak to a similar 
situation if we only acknowledge it 
as such.

Because Americans don’t live 
in a “kingdom,” Charles finds him-
self speaking of the “Empire of 
God” with a capital “E,” which also 
accounts for the economic/political 
contrast to the Roman Empire in 
which Jesus lived. “Jesus’ parables 
are relevant for us,” he says, “be-
cause they speak to the issues of 
poverty and oppression — just as 
they did 2,000 years ago.”

According to Eden Semi-
nary Professor Stephen Patterson, 
“Charles McCollough’s art cap-
tures the drama, humor and irony 
of Jesus’ parables in a way that no 
prose interpretation can.”

Now, having completed a 
whole series of sculptures on the 
Parables, he described the process 
in a book, “The Art of Parables,” 
which the Wood Lake Publishing 
House of Canada developed with 
an accompanying CD that presents 
images for projection and study.

Some years ago, Charles com-
pleted his Ph.D. at Drew Theologi-
cal Seminary in Madison, N.J. That 
United Methodist school has called 
him back to create a series of 12 
sculptures to interpret the origins 
and interactions of the three Abra-
hamic faiths.  They are being in-
stalled in special niches along the 
seminary walls and are to be dedi-
cated next February.  Drew also 
has eight relief sculptures on the 
Magnificat that will be dedicated 
in November this year.

Today, as he works in his studio 
barn, Charles McCollough has dis-
covered that his retirement is filled 
with satisfaction and purpose.

The Rev. J. Martin Bailey is former editor of United 

Church News' predecessor publications, United 

Church Herald and A.D. Magazine. He also is 

the former Associate General Secretary of the 

National Council of Churches for Education, 

Communication and Discipleship. He and his wife, 

Betty Jane, live in West Orange, N.J.

THE ART OF PARABLES
Charles McCollough
Paperback, 256 pages 
Copperhouse
ISBN: 9781551455631
$34.95
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EMPLOYMENT

HISTORIC TACOMA, WASH., CHURCH 
SEEKS PASTOR — First Congregation-
al Church, a 134-year-old congregation 
in a 100-year-old facility, is seeking a 
full-time pastor. The ideal candidate 
will have a willingness to work with 
our members, through fellowship and 
thought-provoking sermons, on rebuild-
ing our congregation as we seek God’s 
will according to Light made known 
and yet to be discovered. Inquiries and 
resumes may be sent to the Pastoral 
Search Committee, First Congregational 
Church, 918 Division Ave., Tacoma, 
WA 98403; e-mail <pastorsearch@fc-
ctacoma.com>. Please visit our website 
<fcctacoma.com>. 

SEEKING ENERGETIC SENIOR MIN-
ISTER with strong preaching and 
pastoral skills for the Glencoe Union 
Church. Located in a delightful northern 
suburb of Chicago along Lake Michigan. 
Glencoe Union is a non-denominational 
church of about 300 involved and highly 
educated members with a faith tradi-
tion compatible with most mainstream 
Protestant churches. Community and 
international mission outreach are very 
important to the congregation, as are our 
youth and adult Christian education pro-
grams.  The church’s wonderful facilities 
include a nearby 4-bedroom manse. To 
apply, e-mail your resume to <search-
committee@glencoeunionchurch.org> 
or mail to: Search Committee, Glencoe 
Union Church, 263 Park Ave, Glencoe, 
IL 60022. For our church profile, please 
visit our website at <glencoeunion-
church.org>.

BULLETIN BOARD

LECTURE
THE TROUBLE WITH SCRIPTURE: 
WHAT’S SO GOOD ABOUT THE 
GOOD NEWS? The Massachusetts 
Bible Society presents the 2008 Harrell 
F. Beck Lectureship with the Rev. Peter 
J. Gomes of Harvard University. Three 
identical evening lectures will be held 
Sun., Oct. 19, in Hyannis, Mass.; Mon., 
Oct. 20, in Northampton, Mass.; and 
Tues., Oct. 21, in Boston, Mass. The 
evening lectures are free and open to 
the public. The noon Beck Luncheon 
series will feature state Rep. Byron 
Rushing speaking on “The Trouble with 
Scripture: The Politics” and will be in 
Boston, Mass., on Mon., Oct. 20; and in 
Springfield, Mass., on Oct. 21. Reserva-
tions are required for the luncheons. Visit 
<massbible.org> for more details or call 
617/524-2230.

RESOURCES
IF YOU’RE CURRENTLY STRUGGLING 
WITH YOUR FINANCES, HEALTH OR 
PRAYING FOR A BETTER LIFESTYLE, 
your prayers can be answered by check-
ing out the best home-based business 
ever. Call Merrily 402/439-2657.

WWW.EGIVE-USA.COM — Good stew-
ardship made easy! Please call 866/303-
6623 or e-mail us <brad@egive-usa.
com> for a free brochure.

RIBBONS FOR CHURCHES — Church 
anniversary in 2009? Pin an expressive 
ribbon on your event! Gold-embossed 

print with church name logo, date and 
city. Elegant, economical keepsake/
bookmark honors your church and 
members. Sample ribbon and brochure: 
phone 800/208-6804; web <ribbon4re-
unions.com>.

MENTAL ILLNESS NETWORK — VISIT 
OUR WEBSITES: <min-ucc.org> and 
<pathways2promise.org>; e-mail <bob.
dell@ecunet.org> or <bryancrousore@
hotmail.com>; toll-free phone 866/822-
8224, ext. 3838.

CHRISTIAN,PATRIOTIC, MILITARY 
NECKTIES: $15 value – cost $6.  Striped 
neckties: $15 value – $4.50. Humor 
book: “500 Laughter Doeth Good Like 
A Medicine” – $6. Dake compact bible 
– $28. Phone 606/285-3051.

LOOKING FOR CROCHETED PRAYER 
SHAWL PATTERNS?  For a book 
of seven triangular shawls and two 
afghans, contact Diane Schnaars at 
<drschnaars@live.com>.

UCC LIVING THEOLOGICAL HERI-
TAGE: all six volumes, new – $300.  
New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary: 
all 12 volumes, new – $600. E-mail 
<novasale08@gmail.com>

FREE CHOIR ROBES — Twenty used 
Regency choir robes; assorted adult 
sizes; off-white with dark red yoke and 
zipper front. Phone 570/385-3080.

RETREAT
RETIRE TO SCENIC BRISTOL VILLAGE 
in Southern Ohio. Safe, affordable, friendly, 
small-town retirement living. Best retire-
ment value in the nation. Enjoy the four 
seasons in a faith-based community offer-
ing a full continuum of care. Check us out 
at <bristolvillage.org>; e-mail <kjones@
ncrccd.org> or <lbower@ncrccd.org>; 
phone 800/223-9766. Owned and man-
aged by National Church Residences. 

BROADWAY UCC, an Open and Affirming 
Church, welcomes you to New York City 
and our 5 p.m. Sunday worship at Broad-
way and 93rd St. <broadwayucc.org>.

BOUND FOR BOSTON? Stay at historic 
Walker Center. Ideal for group accom-
modations or B&B. Easy commute to 
downtown/airport. Phone 617/969.3919;  
e-mail <reservations@walkerctr.org>; web 
<walkerctr.org>. 

SQUAW VALLEY CHAPEL UCC offers 
Bed & Breakfast to UCC members and 
friends. The Chapel is located in the High 
Sierra Valley of Lake Tahoe, Calif., home 
of the 1960 Winter Olympics. Nearby ame-
nities include skiing, golf, boating, hiking, 
sandy beaches and swimming. Stay in 
members’ homes, $50/night donation; $75 
double/night. No smoking, pets or children 
under 12. Within 2 hours of Sacramento 
and Reno airports. All proceeds support 
the Chapel. Phone 530/525-7579 or e-mail 
<jogriff@aol.com>.
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CONFERENCE RELATIONS

The Rev. Susan Towner-Larsen joined the national UCC staff as minister for con-
ference relations effective Sept. 16. Towner-Larsen previously served congrega-
tions in Grinnell, Iowa and Seattle, Wash. From 1987 to 2004 she served on the 
Ohio Conference staff as minister for church and education.

PASTORAL CHANGES

Aaberg, Ann M. to Cong. UCC, Mystic, CT
Allan, Mark D. to Christ Church, Pawling, NY
Aydt, Nadine R. to United Cong. Methodist, Lewis, IA
Bagley-Bonner, Judith to Bainbridge Comm., Chagrin Falls, OH
Barrett, Loletta to Cong. UCC, Bloomington, CA
Bentz, Thomas O. to interim, First Cong UCC., Ramona, CA
Bracy, Terri P. to St. Paul’s UCC, Warren, MI 
Bujnak, Lynn L. to VT Conf., Randolph, VT
Comfort, William D. to Community UCC, Custer, SD
Coons, Martha to interim, Cong. UCC, Brookfield, WI
Cutri, Tamara to South Cong. UCC, New Britain, CT
Davis, Michele to United Christian UCC, Levittown, PA
Dawkins-Smith, Monica to Salem/Journeys UCC, Harrisburg, PA
Douglas, Kathryn J. to interim, St. Luke’s UCC, S. Milwaukee, WI
Dugan, Timothy P. to chaplain, Lewisburg, PA
Eastman, Brian C. to Beaver UCC, Beavercreek, OH
Edwards, Jonathan to Bethel Cong. UCC, Ontario, CA
Frederick-Gray, Brian to interim, Encanto Community UCC, Phoenix, AZ
Giese, Nancy L. to First UCC, Hardin, MT
Gobledale, Ana K. to interim, UCC, Kirkland, WA
Gobledale, Tod to interim, UCC, Kirkland, WA
Harley, Julie R. to First United UCC, Oak Park, IL
Harvey, Darrin to Greenview UCC, Sydney, OH
Henninger, John M. to Columbia UCC, Barberton, OH
Houdashelt, Paul E. to Grace UCC, Stone Creek, OH
Hughes, Teresa A. to St. Jacob’s UCC, York New Salem, PA
Jachowski, Raymond to St. Matthew’s UCC, Maiden, NC
Kampf, Tobias to Trinity UCC, Lewistown, PA
Kerr, Cheryl L. to Allin Cong. UCC, Dedham, MA
Knoth, Russell J. to retirement
Krejci, Mary K. to First Cong. UCC, Twinsburg, OH
Kuhn, Kathryn O. to interim, Saron UCC, Sheboygan Falls, WI
Larssen, Elena to associate conference minister, Minneapolis, MN
Littrell, Sharon S. to Soul Link UCC, Mansfield, PA
Lundberg, Deette to First Cong. UCC, Casper, WY
McGrath, Robert J. to South Cong. UCC, Waterbury, CT
Murphy, Kimberly J. to Second UCC, Westfield, MA
Newcomb, Brian Q. to David’s UCC, Kettering, OH
Olson, James J. to Center Cong. UCC, Meriden, CT
Rodkey, Christopher to Zion Goshert’s UCC, Lebanon, PA 
Roy, Deborah to Cong. UCC, N. Branford, CT
Schenk, Barbara to Foster Memorial UCC, Springfield, MA
Schlieter, David L. to New Horizon UCC, Farmington, WI
Seeds, Matthew to Zion UCC, York, PA
Stenzel, Richard to retirement
Tamilio, John to Pilgrim Cong. UCC, Cleveland, OH
Tucker, Sherry to Cong. UCC, Granby, MA
Wagner, Richard K. to associate conference minister, Minneapolis, MN
Wallace, Carl P. to Trinity UCC, Akron, OH
Werts, Michael to Nashville UCC, W. Milton, OH
Willis, Mary S. to Lordship Community UCC, Stratford, CT

Pastoral changes are provided by the UCC’s Parish Life and Leadership Ministry.

CLERGY DEATHS

Arnold, Richard E., 71, 8/3/2008
Bertalan, Imre, 90, 7/10/2008
Bush, Nancy W., 84, 7/3/2008
Clow, Daniel R., 58, 7/29/2008
Fick, Arlan L., 68, 7/11/2008
Fix, Charles J., 100, 7/15/2008
Gardella, Donald L., 72, 8/1/2008
Hinds, Richard G., 87, 8/21/2008
Hunter, Thomas M., 61, 6/20/2008
Kauffman, Alvin D., 80, 7/17/2008
Kauffman, Robert W., 76, 8/9/2008
Keen, Richard J., 96, 6/19/2008

Clergy death information is provided by The Pension Boards.

Lincoln, Edwin R., 77, 7/26/2008
MacCreary, Robert C., 59, 7/21/2008
Miller, Dean R., 83, 7/13/2008
Richards, Edward S., 87, 7/31/2008
Sietsema, Helen, 95, 8/16/2008
Smith, Walter F., 82, 7/11/2008
Squire, Richard T., 74, 8/27/2008
Thomas, Eugene L., 76, 8/22/2008
Turnbach, Roland C., 80, 6/25/2008
Wallick, Charles C., 91, 6/6/2008
Wilsen, Oscar, 82, 7/22/2008

CHURCH HOUSE WELCOMES 'LINK' CLERGY

E
ach year, two Leaders in Koinonia (LinK) events 
bring to the Church House in Cleveland approximate-
ly 80 pastors and lay leaders from UCC congrega-
tions across the country.

Invitees are nominated by their Conference Ministers 
with the goal of strengthening relationships between the 
ministries of local churches, clergy and lay leaders and the 
national settings of the UCC. 

A Sept. 11-14 LinK gathering welcomed 35 pastors who 
have come from traditions other than the UCC (Catholic, 
Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist, Orthodox, 
Charismatic, Episcopal, etc.) and specifically reside in the 
UCC Southern and Western Regions. Clergy with similar 
backgrounds from each of the other geographic regions will 
be invited to future LinK events. 

LinK events are coordinated by Local Church Ministries 
in cooperation with the other UCC covenanted ministries. 
Previous gatherings have hosted guests from each of the 
UCC geographic regions; UCC Professional Chaplains and 
Counselors; UCC Military Chaplains; clergy under the age of 
40, campus clergy; UCC Science and Technology Network 
members; and African American, Hispanic, and Pacific 
Islander and Asian American pastors and lay leaders. Randy Varcho photo
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“360 Degrees to Financial Literacy” was 
developed by the American Institute of Certi-
fi ed Public Accountants. The website offers 
“Ask the Money Dr.,” where users can receive 
free answers to their fi nancial questions from 
volunteer CPAs. Another section is devoted 
solely to women and fi nance, and another “in 
your state” tool allows users to search fi nan-
cial education events going on locally.

“We are pointing our pastors and stew-
ardship leaders to a more neutral resource,” 
says Carnes. “This way they can offer some 
assistance [when a fi nancial crisis arises] 
without having to get directly involved.”

Carnes and the Rev. Jane McBride, as-
sociate pastor of Falcon Heights (Minn.) 
UCC, agree that dealing with fi nancial cri-
ses can be largely a pastoral issue. “People 
are looking for wholeness and health in their 
lives,” says McBride. “That includes the way 
we handle our money. People are just strug-
gling so much with that issue and the temp-
tation to overconsume, or get themselves 

into crazy debt. When we as a church ask for 
money, but don’t help care for people in their 
relationship with money, then we’re practic-

ing the kind of fragmentation that’s part of 
the problem.”

Carnes agrees. “A parish nurse can an-
swer questions about improving health, but 
where do you go about improving fi nancial 
wellness?”

Carnes hopes that “360 Degrees to Fi-
nancial Literacy” will be one step closer to 
easing the fi nancial burdens felt by church 
members and give Conferences, Associations 
and local church pastors the tools needed to 
get individuals and families on the road to 
fi nancial wellness.

The Rev. David Akers, a recently or-
dained UCC pastor, is a fan of the 
nationally syndicated Dave Ramsey 

Show, a radio broadcast by the author of “A 
Total Money Makeover,” “Financial Peace 
Revisited” and “More Than Enough.” “I 
like what he preaches, financially,” smiles 
Akers, who says he tunes in whenever he 
can. Ramsey’s 13-week course, Financial 
Peace University, is being taught at local 
sites nationwide, many of them churches.

Knowing that financial times are dif-
ficult, and drawing on his own experience 
from 30 years in the insurance business, 
Akers, interim pastor of Smyrna UCC in 
Canby, Ore., gave a free, four-week semi-
nar on finances at the church. He also dis-
tributed copies of “The Hartford’s Playbook 
For Life,” a student’s guide to planning a 
financial future published by The Hartford 
Life Insurance. 

Throughout the seminar, the participants 
had a lively discussion of finances with top-
ics ranging from saving for college, saving 

for retirement, allowance for kids, buying 
versus leasing, investing and tithing.

Akers says that reactions from the par-
ticipants varied. “Some of the younger 
families said it was nice to get information 

from somebody who wasn’t trying to sell 
them something. And there were some who 
said, ‘I wish I’d heard this 30 years ago!’”

“We live in a society where we spend 
more than we make; we borrow, and we 
have to have everything now,” says Ak-
ers. To drive home the point, Akers and the 
participants of his financial seminar com-
piled a list of the things people pay for now 
that they didn’t have 25 years ago, like cell 
phones, cable and Direct TV. “It adds up to 
a fair amount of money,” says Akers. “We 
have to look at what the church can do for 
people during these times.”

e recognize that a lot of mar-
riages are under stress because 
of financial issues,” says the 

Rev. Ron Dauphin of Olmsted Community 
UCC in Olmsted Falls, Ohio. The church, 
constructed of striking red brick framed by 
crisp white columns and a steeple — located 
near a wooded park — is a popular place for 
brides and grooms to take their vows. More 
than just a pretty place, the church provides 
couples with the tools they need to keep their 
marriage strong and financially stable after 
they say their vows.

As part of the premarital counseling 
package, Dauphin refers each wedding cou-
ple to several online resources to get the con-
versation started about money, whether it’s 
about getting out of debt, making a budget, 
or even ways to save money and simplify the 
wedding. Dauphin says these resources are 
available to anyone on the internet. “We’ve 
just compiled them [on our church web-

site] and said, ‘Maybe this is something you 
should be thinking about as you’re planning 
your wedding.’ ”

When Dauphin brings up the finance top-
ic, he gets a variety of reactions. “Some will 
say, ‘Thanks, but we have this pretty much 
under control,’ and others will say, ‘Yeah, 
we should really look at this,’” he says. But 
they’re always grateful that it’s there.

“Jesus said, ‘Where your treasure is, 
there your heart shall be also.’ He talked 
about money more than almost any other 
subject,” says Dauphin, “specifically that 
how we use our material resources is an in-
dication of where we are in faith.”

Admittedly, some are a bit skeptical. 
Dauphin says many feel that finance and 
faith are, and should be, separate. “We try 
to convey the message that faith and finance 
are very much intertwined,” he says. “They 
need to know that there are resources avail-
able, and that the church cares.”

T he topic of financial wellness is on the 
mind of the Rev. Jane McBride, asso-
ciate pastor of Falcon Heights UCC. 

Months ago, she attended a stewardship 
training event called “Let’s Talk About 
Money” at the Church House in Cleveland. 
About the same time, McBride was reading 
a book entitled “Growing Up Generous: 
Engaging Youth in Giving and Serving.” 
Since McBride’s ministry focuses mainly 
on children and youth at her church, she 
felt the urge to broach the subject with 
them.

“It made me realize that we rarely talk 
with young people about money and giving. 
We tend to encourage them to give their time 
and be in service, but we don’t talk about 
how they think about their financial resourc-
es,” she says.

“There’s that cultural anxiety [concern-
ing talking about finances] — in our broader 
culture, but in our church culture, as well,” 
says McBride. “It filters on down to our 
young people, too.”

In the summer, McBride attended a Pov-
erty Immersion Week with her youth group 
in Louisville, Ky. During the week, the par-

ticipants lived and experienced a simula-
tion of daily life living in poverty. Intense 
and sometimes stressful, the experience had 
a huge impact, says McBride, on how the 
youth see the world. “I sense a new open-
ness about this conversation that might not 
have been there as much before,” she says. 
She continues to reflect on how to contin-
ue the conversation about handling money 
along with deeper reflections on values.

“I used to be resistant to conversations 
about money,” says McBride. “I thought it 
was a private thing between me and God. 
Now I’m in a different place. I think we 
need to find ways to respectfully and gently 
challenge each other. I long for a place to sit 
down and say, ‘I’m struggling with some-
thing in my financial life and I’m not sure 
how to be faithful with regard to it. Can you 
think about it with me?’ I wish our churches 
could be like that for our members.”

As fi nancial markets plunge, churches rise to the occasion
Pension Boards urge ‘360 Degrees to Financial Wellness’
When church members struggle with debt, what's a pastor to do?

IN OREGON:

Pastor teaches fi nancial seminar

IN MINNESOTA:
Youth learn stewardship skills through dialog, action

IN OHIO:
Premarital counseling includes fi nancial component 
'I do' — and the checkbook too, a marriage of faith and fi nance

We have to look at what the church 
can do for people during these times.”

LEARN MORE:

<ucc.org/stewardship> 

<360fi nancialliteracy.org>

In response to the current mortgage crisis, rising costs in living expenses like 
food and fuel, and the cloud of debt looming over the credit card generation, the 
church is weighing in on the matter of money.

And we’re not talking about stewardship, necessarily — even though that’s a 
part of it. But churches are now recognizing that before the conversation of steward-
ship and generosity begins, we need to have our house in order. We have to get out 
of debt.

The UCC's Pension Boards has recommended "360 Degrees to Financial 
Literacy," a comprehensive, user-friendly website that addresses fi nancial wellness 
from all angles. Tracy Carnes, associate minister for stewardship resources, says, 
“In stewardship, the emphasis is on growing generous givers. But if church members 
are struggling with debt, then how do the pastors help?”
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