getting started

Giving and Receiving
Hospitality
About this Faith Practice
Hospitality begins when we perceive ourselves and others as strangers in a community of welcome.
Seeing Christ’s presence in the other enables us to welcome Christ into the midst of the community,
with all of the costs and joys of discipleship. Gentle, attentive, patient, and consistent care is required to
create a community where members are intentional about seeking and welcoming all, especially those
whose abilities, experiences, and cultural traditions are different from the mainstream of the current
community. A community of hospitality is aware, sensitive, and open to divergent cultural practices. It
reaches far beyond the limits of the familiar in a highly mobile world, transforming both the newcomer
and the established community.

Let’s Begin…
Now that you’ve downloaded the files for your faith practice and age group or setting, you can get
started planning one or multiple sessions:
 Open the .pdf file for your age group or setting. Choose an Exploration, the approach you think
will help your group to best experience the faith practice. Choose any one of the following
Explorations to use for one session:
Discovery	Scripture	Discipleship
Christian Tradition

Context and Mission

Future and Vision

Note: If you’re planning multiple sessions, you can follow the order suggested above or feel free to use
any order that fits the needs of your group. Some groups may choose to start with Scripture and then
see where that leads them. Others may be more ready to act in their community and might want to start
with Context and Mission.
 Locate the Exploration you’ve chosen
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 Look through all 9 activities and select the ones you would like to do with your group.
• If you’re planning a 30–45 minute session, choose 3 activities.
• It is best to select at least one activity from Exploring and Engaging, at least one from Discerning
and Deciding, and at least one from Sending and Serving.
• For 45 minutes to 1 hour, choose 4 or 5 activities.
• For a 1½ to 2-hour session, you can use all 9 activities.
Tip: Look for this symbol
to find activities designed for Easy Preparation (able to be done with
minimal preparation using supplies normally found at the church).
 Make copies of any handouts (
(see “Ordering Posters,” below).

) related to your activities. Order posters (

), if using art

Use of Art, Music, and Scripture in Faith Practices
Faith Practices activities include many opportunities to grow in faith through the use of scripture, music, and art.
Ordering Posters
If you choose activities that use an art image, you or your church will need to purchase posters of the
art by clicking on the link provided in the activity. If you wish to use art, you will need to plan ahead,
since it takes 1 to 2 weeks for the posters to arrive after you place your order.
Art
Six posters are used with the faith practice Giving and Receiving Hospitality and may be ordered by
clicking on the links provided.
From Imaging the Word Poster Sets:
“The Peaceable Kingdom” by John August Swanson (http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources)
“The Public Fountain” by Manuel Alvarez Bravo (http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources)
“Embrace of Peace” by George Tooker (http://www.tinyurl.com/UCCResources)
From AllPosters.com:
“Barber Shop” by Jacob Lawrence (http://www.tinyurl.com/AllPosters1)
“The Luncheon of the Boating Party” by Pierre-Auguste Renoir (http://www.tinyurl.com/AllPosters2)
“Vendedora De Pinas” by Diego Rivera (http://www.tinyurl.com/AllPosters3)
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Music
Three music selections are used with Giving and Receiving Hospitality. We have selected music which
is easily found in many hymnals. A web link is provided to give more information about each music
selection.
Come All You People, Tune: Uyai Mose (http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong1)
Wade in the Water, Tune: African-American Traditional (http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong2)
Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant, Tune: Servant Song (http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong3)
Scripture
Twelve Bible passages are used with Giving and Receiving Hospitality, two with each Exploration.
Discovery			
Scripture			
Discipleship			
Christian Tradition		
Context and Mission
Future and Vision		

Luke 19: 1–10				
Genesis 18: 1–15 (21:1–17)		
John 13: 1-17, 31b–35			
Mark 14: 22–25			
Romans 12: 9–18			
Luke 14: 15–24			

Hebrews 13: 1–8, 15–16
Isaiah 25: 1–9
Acts 2:42–47
1 Peter 4:1–11
John 6: 1–21
Mark 10: 13–16
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