
 

 

A New Earth: AdventA New Earth: AdventA New Earth: AdventA New Earth: Advent----Epiphany CalendarEpiphany CalendarEpiphany CalendarEpiphany Calendar    
Wait for the coming of God’s new earth through Christmas (December 25) and Epiphany (January 6) with these activities from the creative minds of the Stillspeaking Writers’ Group. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

December 1: Dress entirely  
in thrift store finds or hand-me-
downs today; you are 
repurposed. 

2: Celebrate your rugged 
interdependence! Say a prayer 
of thanks for something you rely 
on every day that you couldn’t 
produce yourself. 

3: Make a thumbprint in grease 
or ink. Look for your future in the 
whorls. What is the next step 
toward becoming the one you’ve 
been waiting for? 

4: Root yourself in divine regard 
today. Stand in Mountain Pose 
(look it up—there are mods for 
different bods). Breathe. Even  
if you fall over, you will still land 
on God’s love. 

5: Light a match. Run your finger 
through the flame. Contemplate 
holy fire versus hellfire. 

6: Darkness is cheap, good  
for the environment, and 
magical. Turn out the lights,  
and do all you do by flashlight  
or candlelight for an hour or 
more tonight. 

7: Draw a little picture of a 
futuristic cathedral. What hopes 
does it hold?  

December 8: Even if you’re a 
wolf, try on lambs’ clothing. Do a 
kindness for an enemy today: 
write a note, give a small gift, 
compliment your nemesis. *Try* 
to be sincere. 

9: Ruin one of your Christmas 
decorations or ornaments on 
purpose. Feel the heartbreak, 
and repent at this small-scale 
destruction. 

10: Convince yourself that  
God is working to save the 
world. Google “environmental 
innovation.” Pray for those 
working on the first five projects 
that appear in the search. 

11: Write down the names you 
were called as a kid. Cross them 
out. Above them, write the 
names our loving God knows 
you by. 

12: Sighing stretches your lungs 
and helps you get more oxygen, 
which improves everything. So 
today, consider the state of the 
world and sigh big, feeling the 
oxygen rush in. 

13: Who is your saint, the anti-
scoffer who protected you? 
Send up a powerful prayer of 
thanks for them. Write their 
words on your heart.  

14: Give thanks for someone 
who gifted you with durable 
grace long ago. If you still can, 
send them a card, an email, a 
DM, to tell them what they did. 

December 15: Go house-
bowling in your hallway with 
whatever is at hand. Imagine the 
“pins” as tyrants, and yours the 
hand of God. 

16: Look for the biggest tree you 
can find. Touch it if you can; look 
at it if you can’t. Reflect on all 
the ways we use trees, good 
and ill: shade, shelter, breath, 
fuel. Give thanks for this one. 

17: Drink some very salty water. 
Then some pure water. Be 
quenched.  

18: Be like the fish today and get 
extra-hydrated. Every time you 
drink, pay attention to the 
exquisite feeling of water in your 
throat. Give thanks. 

19: Be an ice dancer in your 
own living room: glide, leap, 
spin. Make Jesus your dance 
partner. 

20: Decide to become a co-
gardener with God. Plant a (non-
plastic!) Christmas tree in your 
living room, plant a tree outside, 
send money to a reforestation 
project. 

21: Light your house entirely by 
candlelight tonight. Give thanks 
for the returning light.  

December 22: Draw your family 
tree. Dwell on each name (or 
each blank), lifting them up to 
God. Reflect on the miracles that 
genetics, choice, therapy, and 
God can produce. 

23: Read the news. Write down 
one sentence from it. Pray for 
God’s intervention, and the 
subversion of harm.  

24: They say one of the miracles 
of this night is that animals can 
talk. Spend a few quiet moments 
wondering what the animals 
around you would say if you 
could understand. 

25: For 5 minutes today, go into 
a stank-y place: bathroom, 
garage, barn. Ask baby Jesus in 
with you. Hold him there in the 
dark.  

26: Write down three ways the 
birth of Jesus makes you 
different…or three ways you 
wish it would. Hang them on 
your tree or tuck them in your 
wreath. 

27: Bellow the birth: the pant, 
scream, sigh, grunt, and 
ahhhhhh of Mary and all  
birth-givers.  

28: Snuggle up and watch a 
good movie full of mythical 
creatures today. Let Mr. 
Tumnus, Buckbeak, the Grinch, 
and E.T. praise the Lord! 

December 29: What is the risky 
justice work pinging your 
conscience that you’re scared to 
try? What would one step toward 
look like?  

30: Look out your window. Let 
your eye fall on some non-
human-created thing: a tree, the 
sky, a bush. How do you think 
God considers it? How might 
you interact differently with it?  

31: Leave your fossil fuels and 
take a different mode of 
transportation today: scooter, 
skates, old-fashioned feet. Ride 
or die with Jesus, and slow your 
roll.  

January 1: Take a meta view 
today. Think metaphysics. Don’t 
stress about you; wonder that 
there is a you at all. Fret not 
about the facts; delight that there 
are facts at all! 

2: Journal your dreams today. 
What secret message is there? 
Do you trust it?  

3: Shhhh. Listen. God is singing 
you a reminder of her presence 
right now. Notice it. 

4: Spend time with your naked 
and wondrous body today: in the 
tub, in bed, or another safe 
space. 

January 5: Write a sentence in 
which you tell, using the shortest 
words possible, where you’ve 
seen God’s glory. Once it’s 
composed, tell it to another living 
being. 

6: Whose light attracts you? 
Who are your luminaries? Make 
a constellation of their names 
and put over your bed.  

     


