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ABOUT 
Restoring the Voice of the People 

The United Church of Christ's Our Faith Our Vote Campaign is designed to engage the faith 
community in elections. We engage participants in voter registration drives and candidate forums 
that get to the heart of the issues we care about. 

Discerning the role of the church in politics has been a historically strong part of the UCC and 
our predecessor bodies.  UCC General Synod resolutions and policy statements have spoken to 
the qualifications for the Office of the President of the U.S. (1960); ethics in public life and 
conflicts of interest among public office holders (1967) lobbyist disclosure (1977), and of course, 
a myriad of public issues that are decided on by elected officials at the local, state and national 
levels. 

Our Faith Our Vote work is being done across the U.S., as churches seek to faithfully respond to 
the call of a God who is still speaking. 

WORDS OF INSPIRATION: A LETTER OF INTRODUCTION 

Dear Friends, 

For people of faith, the public arena we know as “politics” represents much more than the 
partisan politicking we see on the news. It is a means by which we live out the commandment to 
love our neighbor as ourselves. Scripture reminds us over and over that building right 
relationship in human community and with God’s creation is an act inseparable from our 
relationship with God. So it is important for faith communities to engage in nonpartisan voter 
education and empowerment programs that help us reflect on our collective life and work to 
uplift the common good through the political process. 

The 2020 election cycle has already stirred strong interest, concern and response across the 
United States, and indeed, throughout the world. That is not surprising, for these are difficult, 
complex and challenging times and there is much at stake as we head to the voting booth this 
November. 

At the same time, we face great challenges to the democratic process itself. Voters will go to the 
polls in November without key protections contained in the Voting Rights Act since a 2013 
Supreme Court ruling significantly rolled it back. And the disproportionate influence of money 
in campaigns threatens to drown out the voice of the average voter. An almost unprecedented 



level of divisive and heated rhetoric dominates the airwaves and the public dialogue. A 
substantive, thoughtful, respectful exchange across differences on the key issues of the day is 
becoming harder and harder to achieve. This is precisely why our voice and efforts as people of 
faith are needed. We can play a unique role in this election cycles by encouraging civil, 
respectful, informed dialogue that builds community and a hope-filled vision of the future that 
includes all people. We can help restore the soul of democracy. 

The UCC Our Faith Our Vote resource provides information and ideas to assist individuals and 
congregations in developing nonpartisan and meaningful ways to engage the political and 
electoral process. We must equip ourselves and our communities to make informed, thoughtful 
decisions about those who will lead us in the future. The Our Faith Our Vote campaign is one 
way to do just that, and we hope you will join this effort in 2020. 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Rev. Traci Blackmon 
Associate General Minister, Justice and Local Church Ministries 
United Church of Christ 

  
 



Lift Every Voice 
‘Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a 
trumpet!’ - Isaiah 58:1 

In Hebrew Scripture the word most often translated 
“voice” is “qol.” This is also the word translated as noise, 
or sound, or vote. In a broader sense, I would say the 
Hebrew word, qol, simply means letting oneself be heard. Using our voice to make a 
sound is certainly one way to be heard, and using our vote is another. 

Our vote is the means we have to make an impactful noise about the local, state and 
national issues that concern us. Voting is a powerful tool, and this is why we see so 
many focused efforts targeted at voter disenfranchisement. This is why districts are 
redrawn and political parties engage in gerrymandering. This is why voting rights 
legislation and access to the polls is constantly being challenged. 

So as people of faith, what is the noise we want to make in this election cycle? 

What are the sounds of affirmation or dissent that must resound loudly through this 
election cycle for school board members, state representatives, for mayoral and 
gubernatorial elections? What are the sounds of the faithful that must ring through the 
halls of Congress signaling our desire for change? 

No matter your opinion or political affiliation, your voice - your vote - matters and you 
deserve to be heard. 

This is why it is critical for faith communities to engage in nonpartisan voter registration, 
education and empowerment programs to help us make some holy noise by lifting up 
the common good through our political process. 

These are difficult, complex and challenging times. There is much at stake as we head 
to the voting booths this November. An unprecedented level of divisive and heated 
rhetoric dominates the airwaves and public dialogue. A substantive, thoughtful, 
respectful exchange of across differences on the key issues of the day is becoming 
harder to achieve. And the disproportionate influence of money in campaigns threatens 
to drown out the voice of the average voter. 



This is precisely why our voice and our votes matter. Churches can play a unique role in 
this election cycle by encouraging respectful, informed dialogue that builds community 
and a hope-filled vision of the future that includes all people. We can help restore the 
soul of democracy. 

The UCC Our Faith Our Vote toolkit provides information and ideas to assist individuals 
and congregations with engaging the electoral process in nonpartisan and meaningful 
ways. We must equip ourselves, and our communities, to make thoughtful, informed 
decisions about those who will lead us in the future. The Our Faith Our Vote campaign 
is one way to help us lift up our voice. I hope you will join us in this effort. 

 
 -The Rev. Traci D. Blackmon 

Associate General Minister of Justice & Local Church Ministries 
United Church of Christ 
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‘Shout out, do not 
hold back! Lift up 

your voice like a 
trumpet!’

–– Isaiah 58:1

Guidelines for Congregations on Political Action

How can UCC congregations participate constructively in the political process 
during this election year? What are the opportunities and legal limits to faith-
inspired political activity? This guide will help you understand what kind of 
activities UCC churches can undertake to lift up our concerns and our witness 
in the elections.

Political Activities of Churches are Limited Due to IRS 
Tax Exempt Status

Almost all churches are tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code on the basis that they are “operated exclusively for religious, 
charitable or educational purposes.”

As a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization, a church:

• is exempt from paying corporate income taxes, and donations to it are tax 
deductible on federal tax returns

• may expend funds for religious, charitable and educational purposes, and 
an insubstantial amount on lobbying and to promote legislation

A 501 (c)(3) exempt organization may not “participate in, or intervene in any 
political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.”

Political Activities

Your church is restricted from engaging in some political activities because it is 
a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.  For example, your church is prohibited 
from expressing its support for or opposition to any candidate.  Your church is 
also prohibited from making political contributions to candidates.  

There are no restrictions on educating church members about election-year is-
sues and promoting discussion of public policy. 

Other kinds of unrestricted political activity include holding nonpartisan voter 
registration and get-out-the-vote drives, preparing and distributing nonpartisan 
voter guides and voting records, and sponsoring candidate forums and debates

Clergy and church leaders have the same rights as every American citizen and 
may fully participate in political campaigns as individuals. “However, they must 
not participate in political campaigns by endorsing or opposing any candidate 
in a church publication or at a church function.  When clergy do engage in a 
political campaign or political discussions as individuals, they should announce 
they are acting on their own and not on behalf of the church.” [from Internal 
Revenue Service 2007 ruling: Rev. Rul. 2007-41] 



Guidelines for Congregations on Political Action

Political Activities 

Discuss the position of candidates on public issues* Yes

Endorsement of political candidates No

Contributions to political candidates No

In-kind expenditures in favor of or against political 
candidates No

Independent expenditures in favor of or against 
political candidates No

Contribution to PACs No

Appearance of political candidate at church meeting 
or service** Yes

Payment of expenses for candidate to appear No

Distribute at church:

 1) Nonpartisan candidate surveys or guides*** Yes

 2) Voting records Yes

 3) Candidate political statements No 

Rent church space at market value if offered at same rate 
for all candidates Yes

Publish in church newsletter, bulletin, or magazine****:

 1) Political ads sold at market rate Yes

 2) Political ads sold at less than market rate No

 3) News stories Yes

 4) Editorials endorsing or opposing a political candidate No

Nonpartisan voter education Yes

Nonpartisan voter registration Yes

Nonpartisan get-out-the-vote drives Yes

For more information see “IRS Code Prohibitions on Political Cam-
paign Interventions” from our UCC Office of General Council: ucc.
org/general-council-elections-memo
* Discussion of the position of political candidates is appropriate so long 
as the discussion does not involve an endorsement of, or opposition to, 
any particular candidate’s position.  
** A political candidate may appear at a church service. The appearance 
of candidate before a church service, however, is limited as follows:

• Any other candidate for the same office that requests to appear 
must be given the same opportunity; and

• No solicitation for funds may be made by any representative of 
the church. In addition, a church may allow political candidates 
to use the facilities of the church for events or meetings on the 
same basis that civic groups and other organizations are al-
lowed. If civic groups and other organizations are required to pay 
rent for using the church property, the political candidate should 
be charged the same amount.

*** A church may publish or distribute the results of surveys of candi-

dates on public issues. Such surveys, however, must be nonpartisan. 
As a result, 501 (c)(3) church groups should observe the following 
conditions in publishing or distributing the survey:

• Publish the response of all the candidates for the particular office 
by use of ‘yes’ and ‘no.’ The survey should not specify what is the 
desired response.

• Do not include any words indicating either endorsement of or sup-
port for any of the candidates or their positions on issues.

**** Church publications:
Political Ads: A church newsletter or magazine may publish an ad for 
a political candidate, as long as the ad is purchased at the regular rate 
for ads in that publication, and as long as the church does not refuse to 
publish an ad by an opposing candidate

• News Stories: A church newsletter, bulletin or magazine may pub-
lish, without limitation, news stories on political candidates and 
political campaigns.

• Editorials: A church may not publish an editorial supporting or 
endorsing a candidate for political office or political party.
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Voter Education

While it is true that churches as 501(c)3 organizations cannot support or oppose a 
candidate for political office, this does not mean that congregations cannot engage in 
dialogue about the issues at stake in the elections - including global security, economic 
policy, environmental safety, public education and health care policy.

In fact, participating in educational activities that help one to become a well-
informed and thoughtful voter is a key responsibility for any citizen. There are 
many ways that congregations can create forums and spaces for dialogue, discus-
sion and faithful reflection on the issues of the day/at stake in the elections.

In Worship and in Church Education

•	Address	issue	concerns	in	the	worship	life	of	the	congregation,	through	
prayers, sermons and Scripture

•	 Invite	members	of	the	congregation	with	various	kinds	of	expertise	to	speak	
about the issues from their experience and perspective - for example, invite 
public school teachers to talk about public education issues or health care 
workers to talk about health care issues

•	Discuss	the	issues	in	light	of	scriptural	teaching	and	the	resolutions	of	the	
UCC General Synod

Congregational Education Activities

•	Hold	a	candidate	forum	at	your	church
•	Visit	nonpartisan	websites	that	provide	issue	background	and	candidate	

positions such as the League of Women Voters website
•	Sharing	the	task	of	finding	and	gathering	issue	information	makes	it	easier	

and more fun!  (Gather a group of people willing to be researchers, then 
have each person take an issue and follow that issue discussion in newspa-
pers, magazines, and on radio and television. Share your findings with each 
other.)

•	 Invite	Sunday	School	children	and	youth	to	share	their	hopes	and	concerns	
on the issues

•	Organize	a	group	from	your	congregation	to	attend	candidate	events	and	town	
hall meetings –– share your reflections with each other after the event. (You can 
bring a question or two with you in written form that you have prepared ahead 
of time.)

•	Post	issue	education	material	on	church	bulletin	boards	and	include	infor-
mation in your church’s newsletter

•	Talk	about	the	issues	with	family	members	and	friends



Guidelines for Faithful and Respectful Discussion on the Issues

•	Realize	that	the	Holy	Spirit	is	present	and	active	in	the	conversation	and	has	given	each	
participant a part of the truth you are seeking to discern

•	Follow	the	Golden	Rule:	“Do	unto	others	as	you	would	have	them	do	unto	you”	-	even	
when you disagree with them

•	Listen	respectfully	and	carefully	to	others

•	State	what	you	think	you	heard	someone	say	and	ask	for	clarification	before	responding,	in	
an effort to be sure to understand each other

•	Speak	honestly	about	your	thoughts	and	feelings.	Share	personal	experiences	which	help	
others to more fully understand your concerns and perspectives on the issues. Conversa-
tion can be passionate and still be respectful, civil and constructive

•	Speak	for	yourself,	rather	than	as	a	member	of	a	group.	Use	“I”-statements	rather	than	
“You”-statements

•	Focus	on	ideas	and	suggestions	instead	of	questioning	people’s	motives,	intelligence	or	
integrity

•	Lift	up	points	of	agreement	as	well	as	disagreement

•	Create	space	for	everyone’s	concerns	to	be	spoken,	even	when	they	disagree

•	Seek	to	stay	in	community	with	each	other	even	though	the	discussion	may	be	vigorous	
and perhaps tense

•	Keep	an	open	mind	and	heart.	You	may	not	hear	if	you	judge	too	quickly

•	Pray	for	God’s	grace	to	listen	attentively,	to	speak	clearly	and	to	remain	open	to	the	vision	
God	holds	for	us	all

[adapted from “Ground Rules for Conversation” (Evangelical Lutheran Church Department for Commu-
nication) and “Seeking to be Faithful Together” (adopted by the 204th General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church, USA)]
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Voter Registration Drive in Your Church

Goal: 100% registered and 100% voting

The first phase of the Our Faith Our Vote campaign is to launch a voter registration 
drive at your church. Our goal is to have every eligible voter at your UCC church 
registered and voting.

The publicity that your voter registration effort receives in the church will likely spark 
a  conversation about the importance of expressing our faith through civic participa-
tion and getting your church members out to vote. 

Form a Committee

•	 Form	a	committee	to	implement	the	Our	Faith	Our	Vote	campaign	at	your	
church. Appoint a Team Leader(s) who can stay in touch with the national 
UCC to get updates and support throughout the campaign. Sign up for email 
updates on our website. 

•	A	good	committee	will	consist	of	members	of	your	church	social	action	commit-
tee and/or people who you recruit to volunteer. One person for every 50 people 
in your church is a good guideline. The more people involved, the more effective 
your campaign will be.

•	 Seek	the	support	of	your	minister	and	church	social	action	committee	for	the	
Our Faith Our Vote campaign. People will want to hear from the committee 
responsible for social issues, as well as your minister(s). Pastoral leadership is 
crucial for a successful campaign.

Getting Started – First Steps

•	At	the	first	meeting	of	your	Our	Faith	Our	Vote	committee,	set	a	timeline	for	
your voter registration drive. You can register voters in the pews and/or  set up 
voter registration tables before and after services. We strongly encourage holding 
voter registration drives on more than one Sunday at your church.

•	 Before	setting	up	your	registration	drive,	contact	your	local	Election	Office	to	get	
voter registration cards, learn about deadlines, learn about absentee ballot or vot-
ing by mail options, and get briefed on local and state voter registration laws. You 
might	even	set	up	a	meeting	with	local	election	officials	and	your	Our	Faith	Our	
Vote committee members. See the website or this packet for more information.

•	 If	your	church	has	a	time	when	social	services	are	delivered	(i.e.	a	food	pantry,	
homeless  shelter or soup kitchen), talk to the coordinator of that program and 
offer to register the people who come to your church. They should be given the 
same opportunities to learn about voting as everyone else in your church.



Launching the Our Faith Our Vote 
Campaign

•	Ask	your	minister	to	help	you	launch	the	Our	Faith	
Our Vote campaign in your church. On the first 
Sunday you plan to register voters, encourage your 
minister to give a sermon on the importance of civic 
participation. See the Sermon and Worship Re-
sources section of our website for ideas.

•	Announce	your	plans	by	writing	an	article	for	your	
church newsletter. Place announcements in the 
church bulletin and arrange to give an announce-
ment during your congregation’s time for sharing 
concerns (e.g., Moment for Mission). Remember to 
keep the announcements nonpartisan.

•	 Put	up	posters	or	signs	around	the	church	to	an-
nounce the Our Faith Our Vote campaign and indi-
cate when voter registration tables will be available 
for church members.

Methods for Voter Registration in Your 
Church

Registering Voters During Worship Service

Registering church members in the pews during the 
worship service is the most effective way to promote basic 
voter registration and participation. We encourage every 
church to promote an Our Faith Our Vote Sunday where 
voter registration is included during the worship service. 
Talk with your pastor and necessary church leadership 
about registering voters in the pews.

On the designated Sunday, prepare ushers with a suf-
ficient quantity of voter registration cards (it is better 
to have too many than not enough). At the appropriate 
time in the service, your minister should address the 
importance of civic participation and ask the ushers to 
distribute the voter registration cards. Give people time 
to fill out the cards. Gather back the registration cards in a 
collection plate or ask church attendees to place the cards 
in baskets at the church exit. Once the registration cards 
are collected, turn them into the Our Faith Our Vote 
committee members at the voter registration table.

Voter Registration Table Checklist 

3 Voter Registration Cards

3 Absentee ballots and information on 

absentee or mail-in voting

3 Tables and chairs

3  Pens

3  Nametags

3  Flyers on Our Faith Our Vote

3  UCC publications on social issues

3  State voter information from your 

Election Office

3  Posters: Register to Vote Here

3  Sign: “Our voter registration serivces 

are available without regard for the 

voter’s political preference.”

3  UCC Our Faith Our Vote buttons

Make sure to have members of your committee at 
the information table to answer questions after the 
service. 

Voter Registration Tables Before or After 
Worship

Another common method of voter registration is to sim-
ply set up a table or booth in the main foyer of the church 
where people can stop by before and after the service. Ask 
the minister to give special attention to the importance of 
stopping by the table to register.

Collect Voter Registration Cards at Your 
Registration Table

Make sure people complete the registration cards and 
leave them with you. This will ensure that people actually 
fill out their voter registration card – if they take it home, 
they are less likely to complete it.



How to Turn-in Voter Registration 
Cards

Most states require that voter registration cards be turned 
in within 10-15 days from the date of  the signature. After 
you collect all the completed cards, turn them into your 
local	Elections	Office	immediately	so	that	the	people	you	
have	registered	can	get	their	official	confirmation.

Keep Your Efforts Nonpartisan

As a church and a 501(c) 3, your voter registration efforts 
must be nonpartisan in nature:

•	Never	mention	a	candidate’s	or	a	party’s	name.	Do	
not wear buttons or stickers from any political party 
or	campaign	during	the	voter	drive.	If	asked	how	
you plan to vote, do not answer the question

•	 If	you	are	asked	what	party	you	prefer,	do	not	an-
swer the question. Rather explain that your purpose 
is to promote civic participation

•	Do	not	ask	the	persons	you	are	working	with	how	
they plan to vote or what is their party preference

It	is	permissible	to	mention	critical	issues	involved	in	elec-
tions provided that you do not present issues in support 
of particular candidates. The following are acceptable 
appeals: “The next election will set the country’s course 
on civil rights, foreign policy, jobs, taxes, and the environ-
ment. Your vote counts. Register now!”

100% Voter Registration in Your 
Church: It’s Possible!

The most important component of the Our Faith Our 
Vote campaign is to contact every member of your church 
to get them registered and voting. Your committee can do 
this through a phone banking effort in conjunction with 
the voter registration tables. Phone calling is an essential 
element of the campaign because it offers an opportunity 
to have one-on-one conversations about the importance 
of	expressing	our	faith	through	civic	participation.	It	is	
also the only way to guarantee that you have registered 
every eligible church member.

Bulletin or Newsletter Sample Announcement

Our Faith Our Vote

“Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet!” –– Isaiah 58:1

[Your church’s name] is joining the UCC’s Our Faith Our Vote campaign to register voters, 

educate ourselves on important issues at stake in the election and encourage voter partici-

pation. The Our Faith Our Vote committee will hold a voter registration table at church [insert 

dates]. Please come by the table to register yourself and learn more about the importance 

of voting. If you would like to volunteer to be a member of the Our Faith Our Vote committee, 

contact [insert your contact info] or come to our next meeting on [insert date]. Learn more 

at www.ucc.org/ourfaithourvote.



•	Divide	up	the	church	directory	for	your	committee.	
We suggest that each committee member take 25 
names	to	“adopt”	for	the	campaign.	Each	committee	
member or volunteer should be in touch with these 
members to get them registered and again later on 
to make sure they get out and vote. 

•	Make	photocopies	of	your	church	directory	so	that	
committee members can easily mark who they 
reached, whether they are registered and make notes 
for follow-up.

•	 You	can	hold	a	phone	banking	party	and	make	calls	
together from the church –– you will need a num-
ber of phone lines –– or send committee members 

home with their lists to call. After every phone call, 
mark on your list if you spoke with the person and if 
they said they were registered or not. Send out voter 
registration cards to those who requested them in 
a	timely	manner.	Each	volunteer	is	responsible	for	
the church members they agree to call –– so keep 
following up until every eligible voter on your list is 
registered. 

Celebrate Your Progress

Keep track of the number of new voters you register and 
mark your progress in the church newsletter or with a 
poster displayed at church.

Sample Phone Script

“Hello, this is ______________________ from [name of your church]. We 

are calling every member of [name of your church] as part of the UCC’s 

Our Faith Our Vote campaign to make sure that you are registered to vote 

in this fall’s elections. Are you registered to vote?”

If they say YES: Ask them if their registration is up to date. If they have 

moved or want to change party affiliation, they can do so by filling out a new voter registration card 

at the church voter registration drive.

If they say NO: Tell them about the voter registration drive at your church and encourage them to 

come by and fill out a voter registration card. If they can’t make it to church when you have the 

registration table set up, offer to send them a voter card in the mail. Thank them for their time and 

let them know that you will be back in touch to remind them to get out and vote.
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Organize a Candidate Forum

Many people do not vote because they don’t feel connected to the candidates or 
issues at stake in an election. Holding candidate forums helps open up the com-
munication between candidates and their constituents and gets people interest-
ed in an election. What better place than your church to hold an open dialogue?

Candidates for public office may be invited to speak at your church in their 
capacity as a  candidate or as an individual. Candidate forums and debates held 
by UCC churches can help improve and redirect the public, political dialogue 
that has become increasingly shallow and mean-spirited. We have the ability to 
set the tone of the debate and demand a higher standard of discourse.

Planning Your Candidate Forum or Debate

Have your Our Faith Our Vote committee pick a time and date to invite candi-
dates to a forum or debate. You might want to find out if other churches in your 
community are interested in  working together to set up and publicize the event. 
You will be more likely to get candidates to attend a forum if it is sponsored by 
numerous churches and/or groups in your community.

Invite the candidates
Send an invitation letter to the candidates well before the planned event and fol-
low up with a phone call. It may take some time to find a date that will work for 
the schedules of the candidates in a race. Be flexible.

Plan the format
There are many ways to set up a candidate forum. Here are some of the common 
formats you can choose from:

•	Allow	the	candidates	to	give	prepared	remarks	and	have	people	ask	follow-
up questions from microphones in the audience;

•	Have	prepared	questions	to	ask	the	candidates	on	themes	important	to	
your church and community;

•	Pass	out	index	cards	to	the	audience	to	write	questions	on	and	pass	them	in	
to be read. Leave enough time at the end for the candidates to give closing 
statements. Give candidates the same amount of time to make their closing 
remarks. Make sure to have your moderator thank the candidates for their 
attendance and to remind people of voting day and encourage them to get 
out and vote.

Publicize the event
Include brief notices in the newsletters of churches, campus groups, community-
based organizations, and other groups related to the ministry of your UCC 
church. Ask radio stations to run public service announcements. Ask to be listed 
in calendars of events in the local newspapers. Display posters in places frequent-
ed by your target audience. Ask your minister to announce the event during 
church service. Ask the mission, social action or men’s and women’s groups at 



your church to help get the word out. Make sure to 
invite the youth group and get them involved in plan-
ning the forum or debate.

Inform the Press
Invite the local newspaper and TV stations to cover 
your candidate forum or debate. This is a great way to 
get coverage of the issues out to a broader audience. It 
also gives us a chance to show that UCC churches are 
engaged in the political process. 

Keep Your Event Nonpartisan

Please	remember	the	following	when	orga-
nizing your candidate debate or forum: 

•	Questions	for	the	candidates	should	be	
prepared and presented by an indepen-
dent nonpartisan committee or individu-
als;

•	Topics	discussed	by	the	candidates	
should cover a broad range of issues 
that the candidate would address if 
elected	to	the	office	sought;

•	Each	candidate	must	be	given	an	equal	
opportunity to present his or her views 
on the issues discussed; 

•	Do	not	ask	candidates	to	agree	or	
disagree with positions, agendas, plat-
forms, or statements of your church or 
organization; and 

•	Make	sure	the	moderator	does	not	
imply approval or disapproval of the 
candidates

Further Guidelines for Candidate 
Appearances at Your Church

Appearing at Separate Events 
You are not required to have all candidates speak on 
the same Sunday, or at the same event. However, you 
must provide equal access to other candidates in the 
same race. It is permissible to invite them to speak 
on successive Sundays as part of the regular worship 
service or organize evening forums. Inviting one can-
didate to speak at a traditionally well-attended event 
while inviting another to speak at a normally sparsely 
attended event is not providing an equal opportu-
nity. And no campaigning or fundraising should take 
place.

Limiting the number of candidates 
If the number of candidates for a particular office is 
too large to be practical during a forum or debate, 
your church may limit the number of invitees provid-
ed that you adopt and consistently apply reasonable 
and objective criteria for deciding between candi-
dates. For example, you may invite the candidates 
from the two major political parties and a number of 
other candidates who have attained a predetermined 
proportion of popular support based on a credible, 
independent poll. 

Speaking as a Non-Candidate
Sometimes candidates who are public figures or are 
experts in a particular field outside of their candidacy 
are invited to appear at church-sponsored worship 
and functions (as they may be a member of your 
church). They are welcome to come and may be 
acknowledged just as any visiting dignitary might be 
provided that they are not invited to use the occasion 
as a platform for their candidacy and do not mention 
the election or the candidacy.

If you invite political candidates to speak in a non-
candidate capacity, you are not required to
provide equal access to all political candidates.   



Get Out the Vote 
An average election in the United States has 
around 60% of the eligible voting population turning 
out at the polls. There are a variety of reasons why 
people don’t get out and vote: their job schedule 
does not allow it, they are away and didn’t apply for 
an absentee ballot, disillusionment with the political 
atmosphere, among others.  With the rise in 
popularity of suppressive voting legislation, we may 
see an even lower turnout than normal in this 
election. What can we do to get out the vote? 

Tell your neighbors 
Remind your friends, neighbors, family members, and congregations to vote on 
November 6th.  Let them know that voting is one of the best ways to make our voices 
heard. If the political system is not what they’d like it to be, they can change it through 
voting. Remind them that Election Day involves voting far more than the presidency - 
important local issues are also at stake.  A group of you and your friends can get 
together and organize a night of phone banking before the election to call the families in 
your church directory and remind them to vote. 

Help out 
Some people you know may not be able to make it to the polls. If you know of someone 
who does not drive, offer them a ride to their polling place on Election Day. If you know 
many people who don’t drive, ask a few friends to volunteer. Single parents or working 
parents may not be able to leave their children alone to go to the polls. Offer to babysit. 
If you have a teenager who is not old enough to vote but can watch younger children, 
ask them if they’d be willing to volunteer to babysit so parents can go out and vote. 

Know your laws 
With the rise of restrictive voting legislation, people may not vote because they aren’t 
sure what identification they will need at the polls, or they feel it will be too much of a 



hassle. Find out the requirements in your state for registering, voting, early voting and 
more via the Election Protection web site.  

Teach your kids 
The largest block of eligible voters who don’t turn out at the polls are young people. 
Start talking to your children (and nieces, nephews, friends’ children, and grandchildren) 
about voting. Explain to them why you believe it’s important to vote and get their ideas 
on why some people may not vote. Let your children know that their political opinions 
and their vote matters so future generations will turn out at the polls. 

Spread the word about Election Protection Resources 
The national, nonpartisan Election Protection coalition of which the United Church of 
Christ is a member, was formed to ensure that all voters have an equal opportunity to 
participate in the political process. Made up of more than 100 local, state and national 
partners, Election Protection works year-round to advance and defend the right to vote. 
 
Election Protection provides Americans from coast to coast with comprehensive voting 
information on how they can make sure their vote is counted. If you have any questions 
about voting or encounter difficulty when attempting to cast your ballot call the Voter 
Helplines 

• 866-OUR-VOTE (administered by the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under 
Law) 

• 888-Ve-Y-Vota (administered by the NALEO Educational Fund), 
• 888-API-VOTE (administered by APIAVote & Asian Americans Advancing 

Justice-AAJC) 

Throughout the election, our volunteers collect information to paint a picture of election 
irregularities. Election Protection focuses on the voter - not on the political horse race - 
and provides guidance, information and help to any American, regardless of who that 
voter is casting a ballot for. 



 

United Church of Christ
Justice and Witness Ministries
100 Maryland Ave. NE, #330
Washington, DC 20002
202 543 1517

‘Shout out, do not 
hold back! Lift up 

your voice like a 
trumpet!’

–– Isaiah 58:1

Being a Civil Voice in Uncivil Times

“Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would 
say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ that would not make 
it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, ‘Because I am not an eye, 
I do not belong to the body,’ that would not make it any less a part of the body.  
If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be?  If the whole body 
were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? … As it is, there are many 
members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you,’ 
nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’  … If one member suffers, 
all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.”

–– I Corinthians 12:14-26
 

“Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, 
as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. And do 
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the 
day of your redemption. Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger 
and wrangling and slander, together with malice, and be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another as Christ has forgiven you.

–– Ephesians 4: 29-32
 

While public discussion of political issues has the potential to bring out the best 
in us –– by surfacing creative new ideas or developing effective problem-solving 
strategies –– more often than not in our public dialogue about the issues of 
the day, the opposite seems to be happening. Whether around the office water 
cooler or the extended family dinner table, reasoned conversation is taking a 
back seat to personal attacks and replayed sound bites. Because we avoid these 
conversations, we miss out on deeper understanding.
 
As people of faith participating in the public square, we are called to a higher standard 
of engagement and interaction with our neighbors –– even and perhaps especially 
those with whom we may disagree on an issue.  Our faith provides us with spiritual 
resources to take the conversation to a different level.  We can choose respect and hope 
over animosity and bitterness. We can choose to listen and learn rather than attack 
and insult.  We can choose to have civic discussions in civil tones.
 
We do not have to avoid the hard issues. We can prepare ourselves for a better conver-
sation by thinking about some of the following ideas to shape your conversation on 
difficult and emotion-filled issues of the day.
 
Show Respect: Rather than trying to “win” a debate with your arguments, judge your 
success by how well you demonstrate respect for other people and for the insights or 
interesting challenges arise for you. Stay away from insults and personal attacks, and 
keep trying to return to the substance of the issue.  The more respect you show for 
someone else’s opinions, the more reason they have to respect yours.
 
Listen: One of the best ways to show respect is to listen.  Focus on what the other 
person is saying, rather than focusing on what you are going to say next.  Ask yourself, 



“What are they trying to express?” “What is important to 
them?” “Where do we agree?”
 
Seek Understanding: Try to understand the context 
from which other people are speaking –– ask yourself 
why they see things the way they do. Ask open-ended 
questions that invite others to say more about why they 
believe what they believe.
 
Share Your Own Views Well: Put thought and energy 
into articulating your own views clearly and concisely. 
What do you believe and why?  Statistics can be helpful, 
but often sharing your personal stories is most effective. 
Claim your own opinions by using “I” statements, such as 
“I believe …” and “In my experience …” Try to avoid exag-
geration or the use of sound bites or slogans –– use your 

own words.
 
Keep Your Head: Talking about public policy issues 
often taps into strong emotions and passions in all of 
us.  Remember to pause, take a deep breath from time 
to time, and give yourself time to respond. Few people 
benefit or learn anything from a shouting match. You can 
help set the tone of the conversation by continuing to act 
with civility even when others are not. If someone is not 
showing respect –– for instance, by interrupting or not 
listening to your comments –– calmly ask that they do 
so. “You just shared your opinion and I listened without 
interrupting, could you please listen to mine?”
 
 

Our Faith Our Vote Civility Pledge
 

I believe our communities, our country and our world are stronger and safer and when we treat 

each other with respect. I believe that my voice is important, and I believe that listening to the 

voices of others is important for a healthy, vibrant democratic process. I believe that insulting, 

attacking or demonizing people with whom we disagree is unproductive and unacceptable. As 

individuals and as community, we can and should do better.

 

As a person of faith, I pledge to participate responsibly and faithfully in the electoral process. I 

recognize my responsibility for supporting a free, fair and respectful democratic process, and I 

pledge to do my part. I commit to honoring my own voice and the voice of others. I commit to 

educating myself and others about the issues at stake in these elections. I commit to express-

ing myself responsibly, to seek to learn from different perspectives, to always offer respect to 

others, and to challenge hurtful, disrespectful behavior when I can.

 

SIGN THE PLEDGE — Visit <ucc.org/ourfaithourvote/civility.html>.



Links to Additional Resources on Civility
 

•	Reclaiming	Civility	in	the	Public	Square:	Ten	Rules	That	Work,	www.instituteforcivility.org

•	Radio	interview	with	Diana	Butler	Bass:	On	Civility	and	Graciousness,
 godcomplexradio.com/2010/05/season-2-episode-1-diana-butler-bass-on-civility-graciousness

•	Dialogue	vs.	Debate:	A	Guide,	www.nald.ca/clr/study/scdvd.htm

•	UCC	General	Synod	Resource:	www.ucc.org/synod/resolutions/A-CALL-FOR-TRUTH-TELLING-
AND-STANDARDS-OF-ETHICS-IN-PUBLIC-LIFE.pdf

Tips for Faithful and Respectful Dis-
cussion on the Issues
 

•	Realize	that	the	Holy	Spirit	is	present	and	active	in	
the conversation and has given each participant a 
part of the truth you are seeking to discern.

•	Follow	the	Golden	Rule:	“Do	unto	others	as	you	
would have them do unto you” –– even when you 
disagree with them.

•	Listen	respectfully	and	carefully	to	others.

•	 State	what	you	think	you	heard	someone	say	and	
ask for clarification before responding, in an effort 
to make sure to understand each other.

•	Speak	honestly	about	your	thoughts	and	feelings.		
Share personal experiences to help others more fully 
understand your concerns and perspectives on the 
issues.  Conversations can be passionate and still be 
respectful, civil and constructive.

•	Speak	for	yourself,	rather	than	as	a	member	of	
a group.  Use “I” statements rather than “You” 
statements.

•	Focus	on	ideas	and	suggestions	instead	of	question-
ing people’s motives, intelligence or integrity.

•	Look	for	and	lift	up	points	of	agreement	as	well	as	
disagreement.

•	Create	space	for	everyone’s	concerns	to	be	spoken,	
even when they disagree.

•	Seek	to	stay	in	community	with	each	other	even	
though the discussion may be vigorous and perhaps 
tense.

•	Keep	an	open	mind	and	heart.	You	may	not	hear	if	
you judge too quickly.

•	Pray	for	God’s	grace	to	listen	attentively,	to	speak	
clearly and to remain open to the vision God holds 
for all of us.

 

[Adapted from “Ground Rules for Conversation” (Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church Department for Communication) 
and “Seeking to be Faithful Together” (adopted by the 204th 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, USA)]



COLLEGE RESOURCES 
College campuses are the ideal place for election work. Colleges are natural places to discuss 
ideas and they bring together a wide variety of people to one central location. Campuses are 
home to people from a range of backgrounds and faiths. Every member of the campus 
community can become part of the UCC Our Faith Our Vote campaign. 

To be most effective we suggest that you try working with the college presidents, dean of 
students, student leaders, chaplains, registrar, and employee groups in developing creative and 
effective ways to both encourage voter registration and increase voter participation. They too 
will have ideas to share, and if your energy inspires them to get involved, they will be able to 
help strengthen and broaden your efforts. 

There may be other organization on campus registering voters, holding rallies and making phone 
calls to get out the student vote. If you have a group of UCC students or students of faith, it 
might be helpful to work as a group within a larger effort - unless of course your group is the 
only one doing election work or is large enough to run a campus program of your own! 

Want to get out the vote on your campus? Here's some ideas! 

1. Voter Registration
Many college students are newly eligible for vote. Others might be registered at home but 
not in the state where they attend school. Students live in the area a minimum of nine 
months out of the year so some may want to register locally. Here are some ideas for 
voter registration: 

a. Attach a voter registration form to each course registration form or set up a
registration table by the registrar. If your school does online or phone registration, 
ask to add message encouraging all students to register and informing them of 
where they can obtain a form. Be sure to coordinate with the registrar! 

b. Include voter registration information in paychecks, with student loan
disbursements, and course catalogs. 

c. Work with the Dean of Students or head of student life to include presentations to
students during orientation. There you can distribute voter registration materials 
and help new students to complete their forms. 

d. Mass mail registration forms to all students. Consider including faculty and staff!



e. Encourage faculty to discuss and distribute voter registration materials in class. 
Here's where having the support of the Dean or some Department Chairs will be 
useful. 

f. Have a party! Invite a local band to play, sponsor an ultimate Frisbee tournament 
or get student life or campus ministry to sponsor a cookout. While everyone is 
gathered get them to register! 

g. Set up a table outside the cafeteria, sporting events, concerts, plays, etc. 
h. Go door-to-door in the dorms, or better yet, get Residence Assistants to help you! 

R.A.'s are typically required to host periodic social events with their residents. 
Ask them to do an election themed event and register everyone on their floor! 

Things to remember: 

• It's important that you have both federal and state voter registration forms on hand. Some 
people may register to vote locally, others may prefer to use their home address. 

• Encourage people to register locally - most students live in or around campus for nine 
months of the year for four years. They can establish residency and often stay close to 
school after graduation. They can vote where they live! 

• Include absentee ballot information with all voter registration material. 
• Even if you make registration forms available to everyone on campus, your work isn't 

done! You need to establish a system to collect all the completed forms. Set up secure 
drop boxes in high traffic areas or establish a campus mailbox the forms can be sent to. 

The big finish: Completed Registration Forms 

The most important step of all is to mail in the completed forms within 7-10 days of 
collecting them. To save time and postage, just bundle up all the cards, put them in an 
envelope or box, and mail them to the elections office in your state or local jurisdiction. Or 
better yet, hand-deliver all the cards to the elections office yourself. 

2. Opening a polling place on your campus 
If you are interested in opening a polling place on campus, you will have to begin 
planning well in advance of election day. Here's where having the involvement and the 
buy in of your college administration will enhance the success of the project. 
 
Contact the local elections official and see what is required to operate a polling place on 
your campus. College campuses are ideal polling places because they offer ample space, 
usually have plenty of parking, and are accessible to the handicapped. Plus, opening a 



polling place will make it easier for people to vote between classes and will increase your 
voter participation. 
 

3. Absentee Ballots 
Providing absentee ballots will increase your voter participation enormously. Many 
students and even some professors may be registered to vote at their home address. You 
can help make it easy for them to vote by providing the address of the local election 
official so they can contact them to obtain an absentee ballot. You may want to create a 
form letter for people to use when requesting an application. Each jurisdiction has 
different laws and regulations for absentee voting, so each person should contact their 
elections office to get further information on when the applications and ballots are due. 

Keep a list of people who have registered to vote at their home address. Then you can 
contact them about three weeks before the election to be sure they have requested their 
absentee ballot, and again about one week before the election to be sure they have mailed 
the ballot back to the appropriate elections office. It might be useful to send out campus 
wide email reminders or hang signs around so people are reminded to vote absentee. Get 
state-by-state absentee voter rules from Long Distance Voter. 

 

4. Organize a Candidate Forum 
Candidates for office at all levels love to visit college campuses. It gives them a chance to 
connect with young voters and be seen in an academic setting. Holding candidate forums 
helps open up the communication between candidates and their constituents and gets 
people interested in an election. Here's some ideas to help you get started. 

a. Invite the candidates 
Send an invitation letter to the candidates well before the planned event and 
follow up with a phone call. It may take some time to find a date that will work 
for the schedules of the candidates in the race. Be flexible. 

b. Plan the format 
There are many ways to set up a candidate forum. Here are some of the comment 
formats. (1) You can allow the candidates to give prepared remarks and have 
people ask follow-up questions from the audience. (2) You could have prepared 
questions to ask the candidates on issues important to your community. (3) Pass 
out index cards to the audience to write questions on and pass them in to be read. 
(4) Leave enough time at the end for candidates to give closing statements. Give 



candidates the same amount of time to make their closing remarks. Make sure to 
have your moderator thank the candidates for their attendance and to remind 
people of voting day and encourage them to get out and vote. 

c. Publicize the event 
Include brief notices in the newsletters of churches, campus groups, community-
based organizations, and other groups related to the ministry of your UCC church 
or your school. Ask your campus radio station and other media sources to run 
public service announcements. Ask to be listed in calendars of events in the local 
newspapers. Display posters in high traffic areas. 

d. Inform the press 
Invite the local newspaper, campus media outlets and TV stations to cover your 
candidate forum or debate. This is a great way to get coverage of the issues to a 
broader audience. It also gives us a chance to show that your campus and UCC 
churches are engaged in the political process. 

Further Guidelines (These may not apply to your school, but do apply to church sponsored 
events and non-profit activities) 

a. Appearing at separate events - You are not required to have all candidates speak on the 
same date or at the same event. However, you must provide equal access to other 
candidates in the same race. No campaigning or fundraising should take place. 

b. Limiting the number of candidates- If the number of candidates for particular office is too 
large to be practical during a forum or debate, you can limit the number of invitees 
provided that you adopt and consistently apply the reasonable and objective criteria for 
deciding between candidates. 

c. Speaking as a non-candidates - Sometimes candidates who are public figures or are 
experts in a particular field outside of their candidacy are invited to appear at church-
sponsored or school-sponsored functions. They are welcome to come and may be 
acknowledged just as any visiting dignitary might be, provided that they are not invited to 
use the occasion as a platform for their candidacy and do not mention the election or their 
candidacy. 

5. Debate Screenings 
Screening a debate is a simple way to get people interested in the elections. Arrange a 
place to view the debate (maybe a large gathering in the theater or a small group in your 
dorm or student center). Promote the event with posters, campus wide emails or a 



Facebook invitation. If you can provide food all the better. Once everyone is gathered, 
watch the debate and leave time at the end for discussion. It may be helpful to invite a 
moderator to keep things ordered and respectful. 
 
Screenings are great ideas for residence life staff who need to plan social events. They are 
also a terrific opportunity to get people to sign up to vote. 
 

6. Voter Files 
A voter file is a list of names, addresses, phone numbers, and party registration that is 
maintained by your local elections office. This is public information and you can 
purchase it for a nominal fee to use in your Get Out the Vote efforts. If you copy all the 
voter registration forms before you send them in to the elections office, you may not need 
to invest in the list. 
 
 

7. Phone Banking 
Phone banking is the easiest and fastest way to contact people and urge them to vote. You 
will need a list of names, phone numbers, and a bank of phones. Call, remind people to 
vote, and give them clear directions to nearby polling places. 

In general, you will want to call people the night before the election and remind them that 
tomorrow is Election Day. Typically, one person can contact 20-25 people per hour. This 
can be even easier on a college campus where most forms of communication - campus 
email, phone systems and typically a campus post office - are easily accessible. 

 

8. Canvassing 
Canvassing is walking through the dorms or the neighboring precincts, and knocking on 
doors reminding people to vote in the election. Canvassing provides a cheap and effective 
way to distribute voter education materials. 

Using your voting list, start walking through the neighborhoods and dorms knocking on 
doors of registered voters. When you approach the door, identify yourself and tell them 
why you are there (to make sure they remember to vote). Leave materials with them - 
including directions to the polling places and the voting hours. 



Remember: Do not endorse a particular candidate or political party. You are not 
advising people how to vote. If you want to promote a particular candidate, sign up with 
one of the campaigns to engage in this activity. 

In general, canvassing should not be done on Election Day, since you can reach more 
people faster with a phone call than knocking on doors. Canvassing is good activity for 
the weekend before the election as a last-minute voter education tool. 

 

9. Public Announcements 
Ask your campus radio and TV stations to broadcast public service announcements in the 
days before the registration deadline and the election, reminding people to vote. Put up 
table tents in the cafeteria, the library, and the student union urging people to vote. Make 
sure to list the date of the election, polling locations, and what time the polls open and 
close. 
 

10. Voter Transportation 
One of the most useful things you can do is provide voters a ride to the poll. Try to enlist 
the help of your campus transportation. Does your school have a shuttle? Does your 
University own buses or vans for transporting sports teams? See if you can get the 
college to pledge some time, vehicles and drivers. If not, maybe you can get together a 
crew of students who are willing to carpool. Arrange a meeting place and head to the 
polls. Make sure to publicize your transportation options. 
 

 

11. On Election Day 
a. Make yourself visible - This could range from standing on the side of the street 

with signs saying "VOTE," to leafleting the parking lots with fliers reminding 
people to vote before the polls close. Emails and table drops in the cafeteria can 
be helpful. Be creative! 

b. Be a poll watcher. Some states permit representatives of nonpartisan citizen 
organizations to observe polling places. Contact your local elections officer to 
find out requirements your organization must meet to serve as poll watchers. 

 



YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS IN ACTION 
Not 18? You can still make your voice heard! 

Just because you're not old enough to vote doesn't 
mean you can't be involved in the elections. In 
fact youth voices are needed more than anything 
in politics. Throughout history, political leaders 
have looked to young people as a source of 
inspiration. Elected officials love to talk about 
what youth "want" or "need." In the elections, let's 
speak for ourselves. 

There are a number of ways to get involved in the 
elections and make an impact on our country's 
future. Get together with your youth group and engage your local congregation and community. 
Here's some ideas from OFOV: 

REGISTRATION IDEAS 

Just because you can't vote doesn't mean others shouldn't. Sometimes people just need to be 
reminded that it is their privilege and their duty to vote. Jog their memory and sign them up! 

• Set up a voter registration table before and after church. 
• Register people at church suppers, coffee houses and other events. 
• Go out into your community and register voters at the local shopping center, grocery 

store, fair, baseball game, etc. 
• Encourage your school administration to hold a registration drive or include voter 

registration cards with high school diplomas. 
• Plan a coffee house or a concert. Not only will this provide an opportunity for your 

buddy's band to perform in front of a live audience, it will provide you with a room full 
of people ready to register to vote. 

• In the weeks leading up to the elections, invite your congregation to a series of movie 
screenings. You can show fun elections related films or serious documentaries on issues 



you're interested in - However you want to do 
it! Set up a location, invite your congregation, 
pop some popcorn and get them signed up to 
vote! 

GET OUT THE VOTE 

• If you have a license, volunteer to drive 
individuals to the polls. You've finally got 
your license - put it to good use! 
• Organize or participate in phone banking or 

canvassing. 
• Volunteer to provide childcare or to walk peoples' dogs while they vote. 
• Make signs and put them up around town reminding your community to go to the polls. 

Maybe even put an election day countdown outside your church! 

YOUTH MINISTRIES OR SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Do you lead the youth in your congregation or teach Sunday School classes? Why not use that as 
an opportunity for discussion. Here are some sample questions to get you started. 

• Why do you think voting is important? Why do you think some people don't vote? 
• Who is running for office and what do you think they stand for? 
• How do you believe people should be treated in our society? 
• What things do people need to live a good life? 
• What are a few local, national, and international problems (that you see on TV or in the 

newspaper), and what can we do to help solve them? 
• What are some examples of public policies from that past that were harmful to people 

(e.g. slavery, the Holocaust, lack of voting rights for women and minorities)? What does 
our faith or ethics tell us about these policies? 

• What are issues being discussed in the campaigns that have moral or ethical dimensions 
(e.g. hunger, environmental protection and education)? Explain both sides of the debate. 

• What did Jesus say about taking responsibility for our society? 
• Can you name some New or Old Testament figures who were part of the political debate 

of their time? (Moses and the law, the prophets, etc.) 

 



ACTIVITIES 

• Have a "Love Your Neighbor: Vote" poster contest in your church or community or ask 
youth to create posters or fliers that inform their congregation and community about the 
upcoming elections. 

• Create an "investigating political reporter sheet" and have youth interview family, 
congregation, or community members with several questions: Have you ever voted? Are 
you registered to vote? Did you vote in the last election? Do you plan to vote in this 
election? Is it important we vote? If so, why? What issues concern you? Which 
presidential candidate do you think best represents your views? Why? 

• Become media watchdogs and examine election coverage.  

 
 



Our Faith Our Vote 
 

Trusting in the Source 
Service Prayers for the Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 

Deuteronomy 6:1-9    Psalm 119: 1-8    Mark 12:28-34 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader:  Hear, O people of God:  

our God is one. 
Hear the commandments of our God. 

All:   First, love your God with all your heart,  
and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. 

Leader:  Hear, O people of God: 
our God is one.  
Recite the commandments to your children 
and hold them in your hearts.  

All:   Second, love your neighbor as yourself.  
There is no commandment greater than these calls to love. Amen.  

 
INVOCATION  
O Holy One, Source of all life and Ground of all love, 

we thank you for your love that never lets us go. 
Thank you for the privilege of gathering in this space 
with these your people – our neighbors – to worship you. 
We do not come merely to open the doors of the church, 
but we come that our hearts might be opened to you and to one another. 
As we worship you today, help us to respond to the call of love 
– to love you, our neighbors, and ourselves.  
May we be transformed from individuals to members of your one body.  
We pray for our nation that we be united as a people tied to a single garment of destiny. 
We pray for those who we elect to serve all citizens 
that they may be guided not by ego, politics or money,  
but by compassion for all people. 
Guide us as families, as a community of faith, as a nation 
to follow the path of love. Amen.  

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Again and again you call us 
to care for widows and orphans, 
to advocate for those in prison, 
to welcome the strangers. 
God, we hear your call, 
but all around us we hear the cry 
that there is not enough for all, and that some are undeserving.  



Again and again you call us 
to love you with our whole heart, understanding, and strength;  
such love demands that we seek justice  
for those who are oppressed, poor, and forgotten.  
God, we hear your call,  
But all around us are competing calls  
of worldly loyalties, political parties, and public acclaim.  

 
Again and again, you urge us to seek you first.  

We long to trust the path of love for you and our neighbors as ourselves. 
Yet we fear that our “land of milk and honey”  
Has become a land of moral famine and economic hardship,  
And we wonder at times if you have abandoned us.  

 
Again and again throughout this election season,  

we have seen the divisions in this nation become great.  
At times, we have been more inclined to debate than pray.  

 
Again and again you urge us not to lean on our own understanding 

but in all our ways to acknowledge you, and yet  
we are often distracted by the clamor of fear dressed up as reason.  

 
As we prepare our hearts and minds for the upcoming elections,  

at times we forget to observe 
your statutes of compassion and your ordinances of justice.  
Again, you remind us to follow you  
so that it may go well for us, our neighbors, our nation, and our world.  

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

Sisters and brothers, God is at work in us and with us!  
We know that you are the one who lifts up those who are bowed down.  

We know that you promise to uphold us, and yet,  
again and again, we get caught up in the ways of those 
who put their trust in politicians, power-brokers and pundits  
instead of the Ruler of Peace.  

 
Hear the word of God for this season and all seasons:  
“Do not be afraid! I will never leave you or forsake you.”  
Know that our God who began a good work in us is able to complete it.  
As we open ourselves to the Spirit of God,  
may we see more fully the wonder of God already at work in us. 
And so it is.  Amen.  

 
OFFERING INVITATION 

Brothers and sisters, Dr. Martin Luther King reminds us:  
“I can never be what I ought to be until you are what you ought to be. 



You can never be what you ought to be until I am what I ought to be.”  
The invitation to bring our tithes, pledges, and offerings is an invitation 

to support one another, those within this community and beyond, 
to become all of what we are called to be. 

Our tithes, pledges, and offerings—both monetary and other—  
enable us to give thanks to God for the resources we have been given  
and enable us to be resources for others.  

As we give to this ministry,  
we help others become what they can be and we become more of what we can be. 
Give generously and watch the miracles of God  
unfold in our lives and our ministry together. 

 
DEDICATION  

Thank you, O God, for the gifts of your people.  
Help us that we rely not on our own understanding in the use of these gifts,  
but to seek your wisdom.  
Knowing that as we do,  
your will be revealed and your people near and far will be blessed. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  

Go forth, following as the Holy Spirit leads you,  
moving in love and compassion, pursuing justice and mercy,  
and trusting in the God of peace.  
For the Source of all life and love is as close as your very breath.  
Breathe deeply.  
Amen.  

 
Our Faith Our Vote: Trusting in the Source. Service Prayers for the Twenty-third Sunday 
after Pentecost was written by the Rev. Dr. Cari Jackson, founder and director of the Center for 
Spiritual Light, New York City.  
 
Copyright 2012 Local Church Ministries, Congregational Vitality and Discipleship Ministry Team, 
United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. Permission granted to 
reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or church education. All publishing rights 
reserved.  
 

 
 



Prayer to the God of Love, Relationship and Community 
One: God of Love, God of Relationship, 

All:  God of Community, 

One: When you created the world, you said, “Let Us...” 

All:   You modeled how to be, and who to be, together. 

One:  Your Holy Spirit was there: 

All:   The life-giving “wind from God.” 

One: Your Wisdom was there: 

All:  “Delighting” in all the diversity of creation. 

One: You are one, 

All:   You are many. 

One:  You are unity, 

All:   You are community. 

One: You are “Us.” 

         Teach us to value your image of relationship. 

All:   Teach us to act in your image of community. 

One:  Re-create in us your “Us” image. 

All:   Let us create a safe space for shared existence and dialogue, 

One:  For hearing and being heard. 

All:   Let us create a safe space for considering the issues, 

One:  And for casting votes. 

All:   Let there be light. 

One:  The light of access to, and for, all. 

All:  Let us seek You out:  In each other. For each other. In Community. 

AMEN. 

 
Rev. Dr. Frederick W. Weidmann, Senior Minister 
Hillcrest Congregational Church UCC 
Pleasant Hill, CA 

June 2011 

 



Prayers to Help Counter Fear  
Election Season 
 
Justice Witness Ministries of the UCC is collaborating with Faith Formation Ministries during this election season to offer 
context, approaches to issues, wording, for prayers.  Take and adapt!  If you have a prayer you would like to submit for possible 
posting in this section of Worship Ways, please forward it to Sue Blain at blains@ucc.org . 
 
Introduction:  

Climate change, terrorism, people who are “not like us”: it’s a fear-filled world. 
In this election season, people may find themselves tempted to cast their vote  
for candidates who best address—by reinforcing--their worst fears. 
Fear often brings out our worst instincts regarding our neighbors.  

 

But fear is a faith issue. 1 John 4:18 says, “Perfect love casts out fear.”  
Almost every encounter between God or an angel and a human being  
begins with the words, “Do not be afraid.”  
Many Psalms begin from a place of fear and despair but move into faith, hope, and love.  
Here are some ways to address fear in a pastoral prayer or prayer of confession:  

 
Pastoral Prayer 

Holy One, 
We live in fearful times.  
Suicide bombers, terrorists, climate change, economic crises— 

these are overwhelming realities.  
Hold us in our fears.  
 

Sometimes candidates in elections may prey on these fears.  
They paint pictures of disaster—especially if we vote for their opponents. 

Help us to keep our heads in such moments.  
Help us to listen to each other,  

to hear past the hateful words to the underlying fear. 
Hold us in your love, and remind us  

that you never leave us. Ever.  
Help us to live into our best selves,  

even as others try to bring out our most fear-driven traits.  
Keep us listening respectfully,  

even to those with whom we disagree.  
There is room for all of us in your creation.   
Thank you for your love. 
May it sustain us always in working for your realm. Amen. 

 
Prayer of Confession 

O God, who casts healing light into deep and shadowed places, 
We confess to finding ourselves saying hateful things out of fear of the other— 

those of different skin color, religion, sexual orientation, culture,  
economic status, educational level, or ability.  

Forgive us.  
 



We are not being our best, most loving selves.  
Fear does not bring out the qualities that you invite us to practice:  

compassion, generosity, mercy, and love of neighbor— 
even love of strangers.  
 

There are countless ways to succumb to our fears.  
Do not let them have dominion over us.  
Keep reminding us of your commandment to live in love,  

even during times of adversity,  
as Jesus did.  
 

Let us never give up hope in you,  
our rock and our redeemer.  
And let us never give up trying to be  
our best, most loving selves,  
as you would have us be.  
We pray this in the name of Jesus,  
who showed us the way. Amen.  

 
Special prayer section in response to natural disasters. 

When the earth shakes,  
the lightning flashes,  

   the tsunami rolls across the waters;  
 

when the snow whites out the roads,  
   the floods wash out bridges and homes,  
   the wildfires rage across the ridges;  
 

when the tornados race through town,  
   the hurricanes churn up the coast,  
   the heat waves wipe out crops— 
 

then, O God, be the hands and feet and heart of love in our midst.  
 

Comfort the bereaved,  
wrap the cold in blankets,  
feed the hungry.  
 

And teach us how to do the same— 
to show up wearing your face of love.  
 

God help us.  
God bless us, even in the midst of such times. Amen.  

 
Prayers to Counter Fear in Election Season were written by the Rev. Meighan Pritchard, UCC Environmental Justice 
Curriculum Trainer. 
 
 
Copyright 2016 Local Church Ministries, Faith Formation Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, 
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Seeds for a Prayer of Confession (of a sort) or  
a Pastoral Prayer (of a sort) or  
a Litany 
for Election Season 
 
Justice Witness Ministries of the UCC is collaborating with Faith Formation Ministries during this election season to offer 
context, approaches to issues, wording, for prayers.  Take and adapt!  If you have a prayer you would like to submit for possible 
posting in this section of Worship Ways, please forward it to Sue Blain at blains@ucc.org . 
 
Gracious God,  

we are blessed to live in a democracy  
where each citizen has the opportunity and the responsibility  
to participate in our decision-making processes.  
Our faith belongs in the voting booth  
as well as in the sanctuary! 

 

Justice-Seeking God,  
we know that our policymakers impact our lives: 

they have power to ensure that all your children 
are equally part of this society; 

they can require that taxes are just  
and that our nation’s income goes to benefit the many; 

they can help to make all jobs 
good jobs that pay living wages;  

they can send us to war or foster peace. 
Our faith belongs in the voting booth  
as well as in the sanctuary! 

 

Community-Building God 
we know that questions of public policy are also matters of faith,  

for they help us to give substance to the Beloved Community  
which you have called us to shape. 

You desire each of us  
to live a life of wholeness;  
to have the opportunities to fulfill our potential  

and become the persons you have created us to be; 
to live secure in the knowledge  

that if we fall on hard times, a strong, public safety net  
will be there to support us.  

Our faith belongs in the voting booth  
as well as in the sanctuary! 

 
But Holy One,  

This election season has gone on too long!  
 

We are turned off by a circus which obscures critical issues,  
reduces complicated choices to sound bites and  



encourages personal attacks. 
   

We want this election season to be over!  
 
Help us to find a way to cut through the confusion and the spin.  

Give us patience to consider and make wise choices  
that will lead  ever closer to your vision of the Beloved Community.  
Our faith belongs in the voting booth  
as well as in the sanctuary! 

 
Seeds for Election Season Prayers was written by Edith Rasell, Ph.D, Minister for Economic Justice. 
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