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SAMPLE PROMOTION PLAN FOR NEIGHBORS IN NEED

Note: 

We know you are busy, so this sample plan can help you promote Special Mission Offerings. 
You can copy + paste anything you want or just use it as inspiration. Use what is helpful, 
and feel free to ignore what is not helpful. We would be grateful for your feedback on 
this guide. If you can, please fill out our brief survey: bit.ly/NeighborsFeedback2019. 

Many thanks! 
From OPTIC, the Office of Philanthropy, Technology, Image and Communications 

Document Road Map: 

Full-width paragraphs below contain text you might want to copy + paste into your 
church’s publications. Non-full-width paragraphs contain instructions or explanations that 
might be helpful for you or other people creating articles, talking points, etc. 

There are some mentions of photos, videos and other companion files in this document, 
which can be downloaded here: bit.ly/NIN2019Promo

Read through this document in advance because the recommended actions are listed for 
the “due date,” which might be sooner than the print date.
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WHEN YOU RECEIVE YOUR MAILING (SIX WEEKS OUT):
 Check your supply of offering materials. Order extra quantities from United Church of 

Christ Resources or download files to print.
Download resources
Order resources

ONE MONTH OUT:
	 Update	your	social	media	profiles.
 Use the provided graphics as your church’s Facebook and Twitter cover photos.

Create	a	Facebook	Event	for	the	Offering.
Event Title: [Church name] Supports Neighbors in Need
Event Cover Photo: (Facebook Event Cover)
Date: [Offering date]
Time: your church’s service time(s) or leave blank
Location: your church’s address
Description: (COPY + PASTE)

Neighbors in Need is a special mission offering that [church name] is proud to support! The funds raised 
from this offering provide grants to organizations involved in a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy 
efforts and direct service projects. Grants this year will provide funds to projects that help the UCC live 
into its Love of Children, one of our 3 Great Loves. In addition, 1/3 of the offering goes towards the work 
of the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). 

[Church name] invites all to worship this day, to hear about our Love of Children, pray for the work of the 
organizations involved and support the offering financially. This is also World Communion Sunday, which 
reminds us that our local congregation, though working and serving right here, is connected to all people 
and is in covenant with all people. We hope you will support this Special Mission Offering!

 Display	the	Neighbors	in	Need	poster.	
 We recommend a high-traffic location, such as immediately outside the worship space 

or where you host coffee/fellowship. Also, a poster on a wall blends in, but a poster 
on an easel gets noticed

 Download the poster image
 Order more posters

 FOUR SUNDAYS PRIOR:
 Make	an	announcement	in	worship	or	in	the	bulletin.	(COPY + PASTE)

[Church name] shares in the Neighbors in Need Special Mission Offering, which supports justice, advocacy 
and service projects organized in congregations like ours. [Church name] will be sharing and blessing that 
offering on [Offering date]. More information will be shared in the coming weeks.
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 THREE SUNDAYS PRIOR:
 Include some information about Neighbors in Need in your weekly email 

newsletter.

[Church name] is proud to support the Neighbors in Need Special Mission Offering. We will be sharing and 
blessing this offering on [Offering date], in our worship service. Learn more about the Neighbors in Need 
Offering and read the stories of those who benefit at ucc.org/nin.

 TWO SUNDAYS PRIOR:
 Make sure offering envelopes are in the pews or available in your 

worship space if you use them.

 Run	an	announcement	in	the	bulletin.	(COPY + PASTE)

The Neighbors in Need Offering is part of the United Church of Christ’s commitment to our Love of 
Children. As a UCC congregation, [Church name] is proud to support this important ministry which 
supports justice, advocacy and service projects. We hope that you will be praying for the people who 
have been blessed by this offering. We also hope that you will consider supporting this offering financially 
so that the great works being done can continue. We invite you to share and bless this offering in worship 
on [Offering date].

 ONE SUNDAY PRIOR:
	 Create	a	social	media	post.
 On Facebook, include the Neighbors in Need event and invite people to come to 

church and to remember that your church will be sharing and blessing the Neighbors 
in Need offering. You can also share on Twitter or Instagram.

 Facebook: Include the “Facebook Post Picture” (COPY + PASTE)

[Church name] will be sharing in the Neighbors in Need Offering next Sunday during worship. 
The contributions to this fund are used to support justice, advocacy and service projects in local 
congregations throughout the UCC denomination. Any size gift is important! Learn more here: ucc.org/nin 
@UnitedChurchofChrist

 Twitter: Include the “Twitter Post Picture” (COPY + PASTE)

Our church will be sharing in the Neighbors in Need Offering next Sunday during worship. This fund 
supports justice, advocacy and service projects in local congregations throughout the UCC denomination. 
Any size gift is important! #NeighborsUCC ucc.org/nin
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 Instagram: Include the “Instagram Post Picture” (COPY + PASTE)

[Church name] will be sharing in the Neighbors in Need Offering next Sunday during worship. The 
contributions to this fund are used to support justice, advocacy and service projects in local congregations 
throughout the UCC denomination. Any size gift is important! @UnitedChurchofChrist #NeighborsUCC 
#JustWorldForAll
 
	 Include	a	Bulletin	Insert.
 Include the “Our Faith, Our Voice, Our Vote” Neighbors in Need story bulletin insert 

this week. Bring attention to the insert in worship, asking people to pray for the 
ministries served, and reminding people that they can support work like this by 
contributing to the Neighbors in Need offering in church on [Offering date].

 Download the bulletin insert file

 FIRST OF THE MONTH:
 Monthly	Newsletter	Announcement.
 Include some information about Neighbors in Need in your monthly newsletter 

(digital/print).

 Option 1: Include the “Newsletter Picture” (COPY + PASTE)

[Church name] is proud to support the Neighbors in Need Special Mission Offering. We will be sharing and 
blessing this offering on [Offering date], in our worship service. Learn more about the Neighbors in Need 
Offering and read the stories of those who benefit at ucc.org/nin.

 Option 2: Include the “Newsletter Picture” (COPY + PASTE)

The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will receive on [Offering date], supports the UCC’s ministries 
of justice and compassion throughout the United States. Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC’s 
Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national justice initiatives, advocacy 
efforts, and direct service projects. 

Through ucc.org/justice, our national Justice and Witness Ministries office offers resources, news updates 
and action alerts on a broad spectrum of justice issues. Working with members of the UCC Justice and 
Peace Action Network (a network of thousands of UCC justice and peace advocates), Justice and Witness 
continues its strong policy advocacy work on issues such as the federal budget, voting rights, immigration, 
health care, hate crimes, civil liberties and environmental justice. Neighbors in Need also supports our 
American Indian neighbors in the UCC. One-third of the offering supports the UCC’s Council for American 
Indian Ministries (CAIM). Historically, forebears of the UCC established churches and worked with Lakota, 
Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, Arickara and Hocak in North and South Dakota, Wisconsin and northern 
Nebraska. Today there are 20 UCC congregations on reservations and one urban, multi-tribal UCC 
congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota. These churches and their pastors are supported by CAIM. CAIM is 
also an invaluable resource for more than 1,000 individuals from dozens of other tribes and nations who 
are members of other UCC congregations in the United States.
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 NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING SUNDAY:
	 Include	a	Bulletin	Insert.
 Include the “Loving Neighbor Through Acts of Compassion” Neighbors in Need story 

bulletin insert this week. Bring attention to the insert in worship, asking people to 
pray for the ministries served, and reminding people that they can support work like 
this by contributing to the Neighbors in Need offering in church today.

 Download the bulletin insert file

	 Print	the	logistics.
 If you’re collecting the Neighbors in Need Offering separately from the regular 

offering, be sure to print those instructions in the bulletin. If there is a special way 
to make out checks, denote gifts on offering envelopes or designate a gift in online 
giving, make sure to print that information as well.

	 Shape	your	worship	to	celebrate	the	offering.
 Suggested Hymns:
 “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”
 “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service”
 “They’ll Know We Are Christians”

	 Show	the	“Worship	Video.”

	 Share	a	story.	(COPY + PASTE)
 Invite someone from the mission or service committee to share a story about sharing 

God’s love in your church or read from the bulletin insert from two weeks ago.

The United Church of Christ, of which [Church name] is a part, cares deeply about its children. We had a 
bulletin insert a few weeks ago that I want to draw attention to again, because it is so touching for me.

Emmaus United Church of Christ, in Vienna, Virginia, partnered with “VOICE” (which stands for Virginians 
Organized for Interfaith Community Engagement). They learned that the greatest concerns in their 
schools are student support for mental health counselors and the retention of good teachers. They set 
forth an agenda to increase the funding for mental health counselors so that students have a 250:1 ratio. 
This ratio is the minimum needed to provide basic support for the students. 

Thirteen-hundred people from “VOICE” institutions met with Virginia’s Governor and Attorney General 
to ask for their support on the cause. Among those present were more than 600 students, parents, and 
teachers concerned about their schools. The Governor continues to work with VOICE on funding for mental 
health and good teacher pay.

As people of faith, we are encouraged to advocate for all those who are marginalized by institutional 
systems as well as individuals. Being able to use one’s voice, even at the ballot box, is a key to fulfilling 
that biblical missional mandate. This work was funded in part by a grant Emmaus UCC received from the 
Neighbors in Need Fund. As contributors to the 2018 Neighbors in Need Offering, [Church name] is proud 
to have been a partner with churches like Emmaus UCC as they embarked to make a difference in their 
community to aid their neighbors in need.
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 ONE DAY AFTER THE OFFERING IS COLLECTED:
 Create	a	social	media	post.
 Post on each Social Media platform to thank everyone for contributing to the 

Neighbors in Need Special Mission Offering. You can also post this thank you in your 
Facebook Event.

 Facebook: Include the “Social Media Video” (COPY + PASTE)

We want to extend a huge THANK YOU to everyone who supported and blessed the Neighbors in Need 
Offering that we shared in worship yesterday. Neighbors in Need does important work through local 
congregations, and our church is excited to support that work! THANK YOU!

What is the Neighbors in Need Offering? Watch this video to learn more!

@UnitedChurchofChrist

 Twitter: Include the “Social Media Video” (COPY + PASTE)

Thanks to everyone who supported and blessed the Neighbors in Need Offering yesterday! It will do 
important work through local congregations, and we’re excited to support it! THANK YOU! @UnitedChurch 
#NeighborsUCC #JustWorldForAll

 Instagram: Include the “Social Media Video” (COPY + PASTE)

We want to extend a huge THANK YOU to everyone who supported and blessed the Neighbors in Need 
Offering that we shared in worship yesterday. Neighbors in Need does important work through local 
congregations, and our church is excited to support that work! THANK YOU!

The video here explains what the Neighbors in Need Offering is. Take a look at all the great things your 
gifts will do!

@UnitedChurchofChrist #NeighborsUCC #JustWorldForAll



 ONE SUNDAY AFTER THE OFFERING:
 Announce	a	giving	report	in	worship	or	in	the	bulletin.

Last week [Church name] shared in the Neighbors in Need Special Mission Offering. This offering is 
something that the United Church of Christ shares in every year. This year, X givers gave a total of X 
dollars. We are grateful for the generosity that you have shared as a partner to all the UCC congregations!

 OR

Last week [Church name] shared in the Neighbors in Need Special Mission Offering. This offering is 
something that the United Church of Christ shares in every year, which highlights our commitment to the 
Three Great Loves. We are grateful for the generosity that you have shared as a partner to all the UCC 
congregations!
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