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A Litany for Families Being Separated at Our Border 
and Those Entangled in the Violence

For the past and violence sown 
that made land unlivable, 
societies unstable and 
economies unsustainable, 
may we confess and repair:

	The exploitation of people and extraction of resources by force, 
by violence and by ecological destruction, 
We confess:
Creator have mercy and unite us in justice and repair.

	For the trade policies and privatization of resources 
that “legalized” the displacement of indigenous people 
and brought ruin to farmers and communities, 
especially in Latin America, 
We confess: 
Jesus have mercy and unite us in justice and repair.

	For military violence in sovereign nations 
and the manipulation of governments, 
guerilla groups and whatever else served the U.S. Nation State 
at the expense of the peace and security of our neighbors, 
We confess: 
Spirit have mercy and unite us in justice and repair.

For the present suffering 
and the assault on the Image of God 
and humanity of every person, 
may we repent and rise up:

	For the children suffering the trauma of separation, 
who will struggle with attachment and trauma 
for their whole lives because of their inhuman detainment; 
Creator have mercy, 
may we repent and rise up.

For the parents and adults
who have died by suicide, who are contemplating suicide, 
who are being killed by medical negligence, 
who will suffer with trauma and PTSD 
because of the inhumanity of family separation and the denial of legal asylum claims, whose bodies manifest the anxiety of being detained and isolated, 
having nowhere to turn and no one to help, 
Jesus have mercy, 
may we repent and rise up.

For LQBTQ persons who are not being adequately recognized, 
cared for or protected, 
and for the mother whose breasts grow hard and painful with milk 
because her nursing child was ripped from her arms, 
Spirit have mercy, 
may we repent and rise up.

For the systems we have built and maintain that make violence more efficient 
let us make a stand, risk our own bodies and disrupt 
in the name of Justice and Love.

Toward the politicians and law makers 
who make lies and propagate racism and fear 
and their colleagues who are too cowardly to stand up for justice and truth, 
let us make a stand, risk our own bodies and disrupt 
in the name of Justice and Love.

Toward the media propagating polemic oversimplifications 
and diminishing the stories and humanity of people 
or who are using power for profit and distraction 
rather than truth and transparency, 
let us make a stand, risk our own bodies and disrupt 
in the name of Justice and Love.

Toward the business leaders who are profiting on violence, racism, incarceration 
and the unlawful detention and separation of families 
by building detention centers and bidding on government contracts 
tied to this inhumanity and violence, 
let us make a stand, risk our own bodies and disrupt 
in the name of Justice and Love.

Toward the ICE officers physically detaining people 
and using their hands and bodies to separate families, 
who destroy their own soul and humanity 
while diminishing the humanity of others by their work and actions, 
let us make a stand, risk our own bodies and disrupt 
in the name of Justice and Love.

For the future, which will only be full of life and justice 
if we are bold and courageous enough 
to demand and make it together now, 
go with us Holy Spirit in the strong name of Jesus.

Amen.

Written by the Rev. Tracy Howe Wispelwey, Minister of Congregational and Community Engagement, Justice and Local Church Ministries
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