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Beatitude Reality
Service Prayers for the Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
February 17, 2019

Call to Worship  
Jesus, healer, 
draws crowds poor and rich, fragile, troubled, hope-filled:
He heals them all.

Jesus, teacher, 
draws crowds of neighbors and foreigners, the pious and the curious, 
He teaches them all.

Jesus, leader,
draws crowds hoping for a rallying cry, a slogan, a catchphrase of power,
He surprises them all
With beatitudes instead.

Let us welcome the One who leads us deeply 
into the generous power of the Reign of God,
where healing, wisdom, and blessing await!
	
Invocation  	
Jesus,  
Healer, teacher, leader
Break in to our busy lives today and draw us to yourself.
Open our lives to receive all that you have to offer:
A healing touch, an enlightening word, 
a call to do your work of justice in the world.
Shake up our lives so that we may enter 
Your reign of beatitudes, 
where the poor are fed, 
the excluded are welcomed, 
the sorrowing consoled and 
the lost find a home among us.
	In your holy name we pray.  Amen!

Call to Confession   
The Prophet Jeremiah laments: 
The human heart is confusing—who can understand it?
We so easily turn away from our God, 
trusting our limited insight and power alone, 
and are surprised when we end up weary, confused, 
in a barren wilderness place.
Let us reflect for a moment on where we experience this wilderness in our lives.

Silence

Let us seek forgiveness of the One 
who desires us to trust and find abundant life in God

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy.

Assurance of Grace
 Our God, who knows the heart, 
awaits us in prayer, 
in reflection,  
in surprising encounter 
	and leads us to springs of grace and forgiveness.
	Let us drink deep, and know that God is good.

Passing the Peace

Call to Offering
Luke’s Beatitudes:--Blessings and Woes—
Reverse all the conventional wisdom and certainty about
“How things just are!” in our world.
Let’s offer our gifts generously today, 
to tip the balance in favor of abundant life.

Prayer of Dedication
	With these gifts, dear God, 
	accept the praise and thanksgiving of our hearts, 
	which rejoice in your goodness and love. 
	Let our gifts point to your presence in the world,
	In Jesus’ name.

	
Benediction
	Let us go forth rejoicing, 
Working with God to create a reality of beatitude, 
where hunger is no more, 
sorrow is comforted, 
and justice is known far and wide.      Amen.


Beatitude Reality: Service Prayers for the Sixth Sunday after Epiphany was written by the Rev. Susan A. Blain, Minister for Worship and Gospel Arts, Justice and Local Church Ministries.
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