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A Service for Maundy Thursday
April 18, 2019

Introduction to this Service:

This service has three main parts:  
	A Service of Light-- 
		based on the traditional Vespers service in which we recognize Christ our Light;
	A Service of Holy Communion in which we are invited to participate as one of 
		“The Twelve” at the Last Supper; 
	A Service of Shadows--Tenebrae--in which we meditate on the Passion of Christ and 					experience in dramatic form the extinguishing of the Light.


The prayers and readings of the Service of Light and the Service of Shadows are adapted from Tenebrae in the UCC  Book of Worship,  beginning on page 210.

Chants from the Taizé tradition work especially well during this service.  They are available through OneLicense.net.

You may wish to begin the service with a Ritual of Handwashing, and end it with a Ritual of  Stripping the Sanctuary.  You may wish to have no formal Benediction, but rather to send people away with words of promise and an invitation to return on Easter morning.

Preparations

Read through the entire service carefully, noting items needed and instructions necessary for the congregation to follow your lead with ease.  There is a lot happening, all of it meaningful, but distracting if you seem uncertain or unfamiliar.  Make sure the usher feels comfortable with how to darken the sanctuary gradually. Give some time for practice and rehearsal so that all leaders feel comfortable with their roles.

For Handwashing: Prepare a bowl of warm water, some towels and a sign giving instructions (see below). 

For Communion:  Place a large table with chairs, able to seat twelve, in the front of the Sanctuary.  
	Set the Table with 
	-Elements for Holy Communion, 
	-Baskets to receive the Offering of the people
	-A variety of tall candles to be lit during the Service of Light and extinguished during 					the Service of Shadows--Tenebrae; you will need one more candle than there are readings
	-Basket with individual tapers (like ones used at Christmas candle light services)

For Stripping of the Sanctuary:  Set up a table in the narthex on which to put all the items removed. 


Ritual of Handwashing

	At the entrance to the Sanctuary have a small table with a bowl of warm water and a stack of towels.   
	Place a sign next to the bowl (and in the bulletin) that reads, “As you enter the sanctuary, please 	
	wash the hands of another person to symbolize the humbling of ourselves in service 	to one another.  Jesus said, 	‘For I have set you an example, that you should do as I 	have done to you.’ ” (John 13:15)

	Show the first arriving congregants what to do and then instruct them to teach the next person and pass it on.  
	Participants can then take their seat for the service to begin.

Call to Worship
	One:	God is my light and my salvation: whom shall I fear?
	All:	God is the strength of my life:  whom shall I dread?
	One:	I am seeking your presence, O God.
	All:	Do not abandon me to my foes.  
		There are people who hate me; 
		there are things that control me; 
		there are places that frighten me.
	One:	Trust in God.  Stand fast and have courage.
	All:	Help us this night not to fall away.  
		Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, 
		and give us the courage to withstand.

Hymn

Words of Welcome and Introduction 
	Welcome the congregation to this unusual worship experience. Offer some theological context for the evening. 	Offer an overview of what is to come in the service; reassure them that the instructions in the course of the 	service will be clear and that the service will flow.

Invocation for  the Service of Light*

	One:	God be with you.
	All:	And also with you.
	One:	Let us pray:
	All:	Gracious God, 
		you give us the sun to illumine the day 
		and the moon and the stars to shine by night.  
		Kindle in us the flame of your love 
		that our lives may shed abroad the radiance of your light 
		and the world may be full of the splendor of your glory; 
		through Jesus Christ, the Sun of Righteousness.  Amen

Hymn  	Christ, You are Light	                                                                           Berthier; Taizé

Prayer at the Lighting of the Candles*

	One:	O Gracious Light, Pure brightness of the eternal Creator in heaven, 
		O Jesus Christ, holy and Blessed!
	All:	Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
		and our eyes behold your vesper light, 
		we sing your praises, Holy God, One in Trinity.
	One:	You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
		O Christ of God, 
		O Giver of Life, 
		and to be glorified through all the worlds.

Lighting of the Table Candles

Hymn  		O God How We Have Wandered	                                          TNCH 202

Prayer of Confession and Assurance

	One:	Let us pray:
	All:	Spirit of Christ, be with us now.  
		We may try to avoid this hour of trouble; we may not stay awake.  
		Help us to face our fear of the cross on which you died.  
		Help us face the crosses we must carry to honor your life.

Silence for Personal Confession

	One:	Let us continue:
	All:	We are your disciples.  
		And we too follow you with confusion and fear.  
		Strengthen us, we pray, 
		so that we may walk through life into death without fear; 
		through the night into eternal light.  Amen

Reading The Mandatum Novum (New Commandment)	
	John 13: 34-35	 
	(The origin for the name Maundy Thursday)

Remembering The Last Supper	

	Invite people to come forward in groups of 12, bringing their offering with them.  Invite those seated in the congregation, awaiting their turn at the table, to spend the time in silent reflection.  

Hymn		Just As I Am							      TNCH 207  
	Sing a verse as the first group of twelve comes forward, and between each group of twelve.

	Invite each group of twelve to imagine themselves at that table with Jesus.  Set the scene informally.  Invite them to share what they might see, who might be present, what they might be feeling.  Enact Jesus lifting the bread and blessing it and identifying it with his body.  Make it informal, as though they were experiencing it for the first time. Pass the bread around the table.  Ask them to hold their piece of bread until the cup comes later.  Then set the context for sharing the cup: Jesus lifting it, blessing it and identifying it with his blood.  Again, what might the disciples have been feeling?  You could invite short discussion, if you wish. Then pass the chalice around the table.  When all have been served, invite them to hold hands and offer a prayer of thanksgiving.

	Before they return to their seats, invite them to leave their offerings in the baskets provided.  Ask them to take a candle and light it from a candle on the table.  As they listen to the readings to follow, invite them to extinguish their candle at some point when a reading particularly strikes them – or when all the readings are finished so that there will eventually be complete darkness.

The Service of Shadows: Tenebrae

	After each reading, one of the tall table candles will be extinguished. Either the person doing the reading, or 	an usher, may extinguish the candle.  An usher should dim the lights bit by bit following each reading.  	Members of the congregation may extinguish their own candles at any time during the readings.  
	At the end of the readings, the sanctuary should be completely dark, except for one remaining candle.
Readings

	Shadow of Betrayal					Matthew 26: 20-22, 25
	Shadow of Desertion					Matthew 26: 31a, 33-35

Hymn  		Nothing Can Trouble 	                                                      TNCH 772

Readings

	Agony of the Soul					Luke 22: 39-44
	Unshared Vigil					Mark 14: 32-41

Musical Interlude 
	(Instrumental Music or Solo or Choir or Chant: there will be little light left to see a bulletin)
 
Readings

	Father/Mother, the Hour Has Come		John 17: 1-4, 6
	That They May Be All One				John 17: 15-18

Musical Interlude 
	(Instrumental Music or Solo or Choir or Chant: there will be little light left to see a bulletin)

Readings

	Arrest in the Garden					John 18: 1-5
	Shadow of the Cross					Mark 15: 16-20

The Lord’s Prayer

The Stripping of the Sanctuary 
	By the light of the one remaining candle and a minimum of other light, invite the congregation to help remove 	all the crosses, candles, Bibles, paraments, etc. from the sanctuary.  Lead the congregation with the one 	remaining candle into the narthex, where all the items may be placed on the table prepared for them.  

Hymn		Were You There?				                  TNCH 229
	(Just sing the first verse in darkness in a circle)

The Promise		John 14: 15-17
	(Read from the light of the one candle still burning)

Print in the bulletin:
There is no Benediction because the events of this night do not conclude until Easter morning resurrection.  Keep the faith in vigil through Good Friday and Holy Saturday.  Please depart in silence.

	Don't formally greet people at the door as they leave or encourage casual conversation. Remain instead a 	“non-anxious presence” attentive to any who may be experiencing emotional or pastoral distress following the 	service.  

	Use all the items in the narthex to create an Easter morning procession to begin the service.


*These prayers are taken from the Service of Tenebrae, page 210 in Book of Worship © 1986 Office of Church Life and Leadership, United Church of Christ.




Light Into Darkness: A Service for Maundy Thursday was written by the Rev. Dr. David Bahr, pastor of Park Hill Congregational United Church of Christ in Denver, Colorado.   
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