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A Harvest of Joy, Healing, and Peace
Service Prayers for the 4th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 7, 2019


Call to Worship (from Psalm 30)

Leader: 	Let us sing praises to God, all you faithful ones,
People: 	and give thanks to God’s holy name. 

	 	God does not abandon us in our distress.
	 	God’s healing presence restores us to life.

	 	Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning.
		 Indeed, God turns our mourning into dancing; 
		God takes off our sackcloth and clothes us with joy.

		Let the peoples praise you, O God, and not be silent.
		 O Lord, our God, we will give thanks to you forever!

Invocation

		Gracious and loving God, 
		we give you thanks for all the blessings we experience—
		the freedom to worship you without fear, 
		the bounty and diversity of your creation, 
		and the precious gift of unexpected joy.  
		As we draw near to you this hour, 
		may we immerse ourselves in your healing presence.  
		Refresh us and renew us 
		that we might become faithful laborers 
		in your harvest of peace, justice, and joy.  
		We pray in the name of our great Healer, Jesus the Christ.  Amen.

Prayer of Confession (see Luke 10, Galatians 6 and 2 Kings 5)

		O God, we know that Jesus sent out his disciples 
		without purse, luggage, or sandals.  
		All too often, we find ourselves clinging to possessions we don’t need, 
		looking for safety by avoiding risk, 
		and bearing heavy burdens that slow us down.  
		Forgive us for our reluctance to travel lightly and heal us of our pain and guilt. 

		Forgive us and heal us, O God.

		Holy One, the Apostle Paul encouraged the Galatians not to grow weary, 
		but to use every opportunity to work for the good of all.  
		And yet, hectic schedules, competing demands, cynicism, and doubt 
		erode our commitment and leave us feeling burned out.  
		Forgive us for any hollow excuses we are tempted to make 
		and heal us of our exhaustion.

	 	Forgive us and heal us, O God.

		O God, we confess that, like the warrior Naaman, 
		we sometimes think you only perform great complicated acts 
		in flashy and dramatic ways.  
		We then fail to see how you are at work 
		in the simple tasks and ordinary experiences of everyday life.  
		Forgive us for our misunderstanding and heal us of our sightlessness.

		Forgive us and heal us, O God.

Silent Prayer

Assurance of Pardon

		There is no pain that God cannot heal.  
		There is no wrong that God cannot forgive.  
		Come, immerse yourselves in the healing waters of God’s forgiveness.  
		Come and be restored.  Let God make you whole.

	 	Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

Invitation to Share  

	Jesus sent out seventy disciples to share in his ministry 
	by healing the sick and proclaiming that the kingdom of God has come near. 
	As Jesus’ disciples in this time and place, 
	We hear Christ's call  to consider how we can continue this ministry.  
	Each of us has so much that we can offer.  
	Let us share what we have joyfully so that our generosity may demonstrate 
	how God’s realm of justice and healing has come near. 

Prayer of Dedication

	We give thanks to you, O God, 
	for you have blessed us with all we need to do your work.  
	Empower and embolden us to use our gifts in your service.  
	May our sharing be a sign of your inbreaking realm 
	and a source of healing and hope to a world in need.  
	We pray this in the name of the One who sends us out, Jesus the Christ.  Amen.

Benediction

		Go forth from this place refreshed and empowered 
		to do the ministry to which God calls you: 
		Travel lightly, for you carry within you all that you need.  
		Notice God’s presence in simple, everyday experiences.  
		Whenever opportunity arises, labor for the good of all.  
		And the blessing and joy of God, our Creator, Healer, and Life-Giver 
		go with you today and always. Amen.


A Harvest of Joy, Healing, and Peace: Service Prayers for the 4th  Sunday after Pentecost was written by Rev. Heather A. Moody. 
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