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Justice and Righteousness: What God Expects
Service Prayers for the 10th Sunday after Pentecost
August 18, 2019 

Isaiah 5:1-7, Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19, Hebrews 11:29-12:2, Luke 12:49-56
Reflections on the Theme:  
As I read and pray these passages the theme that emerges is expectation.  We hear in these passages God’s unquestionable love for us. Through the images of the vine and vineyard we hear God’s expectation of our love and faith.  God hopes and expects that we will live lives in such a way that God will be able to provide justice to others through us.  

There is passion in all of these passages. We feel the intensity of God’s love for the people of Israel (and for us) in the descriptions of the care of the vine and vineyard. We understand God’s disappointment when the people turn away from God. We recognize the consequences of their decisions and the plea to be restored. There is energy, passion and movement in these passages. They should be read with feeling.

There is a rhythm in the Letter to the Hebrews as the writer recounts, throughout history, the stories of people’s faith in the power of God – people who, without regard for self, lived into God’s desires for them without thought of reward. 

And, finally in the Lucan passage there is a reminder of the challenge of believing in God. There is the reminder that one’s commitment to God through Christ will shape our values, priorities, goals and behaviors that might lead to division within our families and communities. 

God’s expectations of us are tough. Love is tough. 

Hymn recommendations: 

For the Faithful Who Have Answered (384 NCH) fits well with Hebrews 11:4-12:2.  The second verse speaks to the heart of this passage:

	Many minds have glimpsed the promise; 
	many hearts have yearned to see;
	many souls have heard you calling us to greater liberty.
	Some have fallen in the struggle;
others still are pressing on.
You are not ashamed to own us; 
we give thanks and praise, O God.

Faith of our Martyrs (381 NCH)

Call to Worship

Leader: 	Let us sing to the God of Hosts
People:	who provides for us, 
		and whom we worship in this space.

		How awesome is our God
		who created from nothing 
		all that is beautiful in this world;


		who anticipates our every need; 
		who loves us beyond measure.

ALL:	O God, our God give heed to our presence. 
	Hear our voices lifted up to you in praise.  Amen.
Invocation

	Most Gracious God 
	we greet you once again in this sacred space. 
	We have come because we need to be reminded 
	of your love and your expectations for our living. 
	We are like the vine you planted, watered and protected. 
	We know in our hearts 
	that we need, want and desire your presence in our lives. 
	So we come in prayer 
	and listen for your Word to speak to our hearts 
	and reveal again your desires for us.                      Amen.

Confession  (Isaiah) 

	O God of all good gifts  
	How generous are your provisions for us! 
	Even before we are aware of our needs, you know what it is that we need. 
	You invite us into community and 
	provide for us out of your steadfast love: 
	nourishment for our bodies, 
	protection from the elements and safety.  
	You ask in return 
	that we respond to your love 
	by working for justice:	nourishment and protection for all. 
	You expect that we will seek righteousness as a way of life. 

	But so often O God, we fail to live 
	being mindful of others
	in a caring, just and righteous way. 
	
	When your love and justice do not flow through our lives, 
	our community withers, and so do we.
	Forgive us, O God!  
	In your loving care, 
	show us again the way to participate in your realm. 
	
Assurance of Pardon

	My friends, be assured that God hears our petitions! 
	God continues to expect of us a life in which justice prevails. 	
	This is God’s desire for us. 
	We, God’s forgiven people, are free to live into that desire. 
	God loves us still.        Amen.


Call to Offering


	People of God, we have come to that part of our worship 
	when we are invited to respond with thanksgiving 
	to God’s provisions for us. 	
	We have an opportunity to participate with God 
	in the care of God’s people. 	
	Let our love of God lead us to generosity 
	for the sake of those who need our help.
 
Dedication

	Bless, O God, these our gifts, 
	and bless our desire to participate with you 
	in the building of your realm among us. 
	Accept these gifts as a sign 
	of our love for you and for our neighbors. Amen.

Benediction

	Be encouraged by your faith in God 
	and in your desire 
	to live into God’s expectations for your lives. 

	Receive God’s blessing as beloved children of God. 
	Look to Jesus this week as the perfecter of our faith – 
	allow him to be an example for our living. 
	Have faith in the work and power of the Holy Spirit 
	through whom God’s work in us is accomplished.         Amen.
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