Love of Creation
Service of Worship

Before Worship:
A little bit of research needs to be done to contextualize this liturgy.  The original service was prepared for the Shenandoah Association in Central Virginia.  You can easily search for the following information:

-Identify the watershed you are in and learn about its health.  
-Identify how and where your city’s electricity is generated and challenges to establishing renewable energy in your area.
-Research what animals are endangered in your area or have gone extinct. 
-Identify the original First Nations people groups of your region.
-Learn about waste treatment in your area and what communities live in proximity to waste sites.

The Carbon Calculators and Resources from Mission 4/1 Earth are also very helpful.

After Worship:
-In small groups take turns sharing “highs and lows,” a high moment with creation, and a low or ongoing concern with creation.

-Reflect on how food connects us to land at a community meal, taking time to recognize where each ingredient came from and how it was cultivated or processed.  The food we consume as well as the way we deal with food waste are among the ways individuals can have the biggest impact on creation.  Are there commitments you can make as a community to care for creation through food practices?

-Reflect on the demographics of your city and region.  Who has access to natural areas and who does not?  Why?

-Reflect on how you can love your neighbors by loving creation and how you can love children by loving creation.  Create and commit to action steps as a community.
Additional Resources:

Mission 4/1 Earth http://www.ucc.org/earth/resources.html
Launching on Easter Monday, April 1, 2013, and continuing through the great 50 days of Eastertide, United Church of Christ congregations, colleges, seminaries, camps and outdoor ministries, and health and human service agencies joined together in a shared mission campaign to engage in earth care and the love of creation including clean up, advocacy, education and behavioral changes to impact the environment.  In addition, numerous liturgical and worship resources were created and can be accessed at the above link.

Call to Worship  
   The Earth is beautiful, and bright, and kindly, but that is not all.          (Ursula K. Le Guin)
   God’s presence and power are in every corner of the universe!

   Creation [is] God’s presence in creatures.   (Wendell Berry)
   Praise God all creatures of the earth!

   All the stones that are around here, each one has a language of its own. 
   Even the earth has a song. (Wallace Black Elk)
   Let the stones sing their songs to God!

   It is only the infinite mercy and love of God that has prevented us from 
   tearing ourselves to pieces and destroying God’s entire creation long ago. (Thomas Merton)
   God’s mercy and love are unending!

   Those who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves of strength  
   that will endure as long as life lasts.  (Rachel Carson)
   Let us see and proclaim the beauty of the Living God!

Hymn		God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale                 The New Century Hymnal 32

First Reading		Job 12:7-10

But ask the animals, and they will teach you;     the birds of the air, and they will tell you; ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you;     and the fish of the sea will declare to you. Who among all these does not know     that the hand of God has done this? In God’s hand is the life of every living thing     and the breath of every human being.
Second Reading		Revelation 11:15-18
Then the seventh angel blew the trumpet, 
and there were loud voices in heaven, saying:
“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord 
and of God’s Messiah, 
 	who will reign forever and ever.”
 Then the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God 
fell on their faces and worshiped God, singing,
“We give you thanks, Lord God Almighty, who are and who were, for you have taken your great power and begun to reign. The nations raged, but your wrath has come, 
and the time for judging the dead, for rewarding your servants, 
the prophets and saints and all who fear your name, 
both small and great, and for destroying those who destroy the earth.”

Homily

Prayer of Confession (to be adapted for your own location)
Today we gather, sustained by the north fork of the Shenandoah River in the Shenandoah watershed.  The river, after giving us life, watering our farms and serving our industries, makes its way out to the Chesapeake Bay. It connects our lives and actions to the Atlantic Ocean, the great beasts of the sea, the fish that bring work to communities and feed people across the world.  

God, we confess that we do not often bother to contemplate these things.  
We do not act responsibly.  We do not act in the truth of our connectedness.  
We have not loved creation, or our neighbors, 
or the generations to come as ourselves.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us 
in the courage and the wisdom and will to change.

Today we gather warmed by the furnace, 
and lit by electricity pulled from a grid powered by mountaintop coal.  
For the over 30 years, coal companies have been at work 24-7 
to satiate our need for power.  

God, we confess that we have been careless and wasteful in our use.  
We have been lazy and unimaginative finding solutions.  
The particles of pollution from our electricity and our cars 
make their way into the air we breathe.  
The pollutants are absorbed into the rivers 
such that 95% of the Shenandoah is considered polluted. 
We have not loved creation, or our neighbors, 
or the generations to come as ourselves.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us 
in courage and the wisdom and will to change.

Silence
	
Assurance of Grace
Embodying grace and mercy, 
forests can be replanted.  
Waste sites can be cleaned.  
Wind can power the world.  
A human heart can change.  

God’s goodness is true, 
God’s promises are true, 
God’s love is true.  
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen!

Pass the Peace
*See also the passing of the peace rituals from Mission 4/1 Earth

Prayers of the People
Our Father-Mother in heaven, 
hallowed be your name.  
May your presence be 	
realized here on earth as it is in heaven.  
May we receive the bread that you  provide us. 
Enable us to know that our sins have been forgiven, 
just as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Strengthen us to deal with trials too great to endure. 
Free us from the grip of all that harms us and others.  
For your power of Love reigns now and forever.  Amen.

Song		Majesty and Power * from Songs For a Revolution of Hope https://brianmclaren.bandcamp.com/album/songs-for-a-revolution-of-hope

Blessing
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