Three Great Loves Toolkit: Love of Neighbor Worship Suggestions
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Love of Neighbor
Worship Service Suggestions

Opening/Gathering Time
If you have a screen and projector, you may consider showing the 3 Great Loves Video featuring General Minister and President John Dorhauer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygPodrDyQwA If you are livestreaming your service, remember to welcome people who have joined you digitally. Have a person online representing your church who is responding to comments and questions.

Call to Worship —Welcome Neighbor Litany
Include a variety of voices reading this litany. The role of “One Voice” should be divided between the many people you have invited — neighbors, community partners, visitors and children, youth and families. Invite them to be part of the litany. Have extra copies of the litany on hand before worship and even invite a few people at the last minute if you have visitors you did not anticipate. The litany can be adapted/expanded to include types of people who may not be named here but who are attending the service. To make people more comfortable with reading, you can invite people to simply read their parts from their own seats, having ushers give them a handheld microphone, if your sanctuary or gathering space is large enough to need their voices amplified. Or you can set up 2-3 microphones at different places and readers can walk up to do their reading. If you are live streaming the service, invite those joining via livestream to introduce themselves in the chat section.

One Voice: 	We welcome the presence of God, 
who commanded faithful people throughout the ages 
to love God, love neighbor and love ourselves. 

One Voice: 	We welcome the presence of Jesus, our teacher and brother, 
who reminded us again that the whole of God’s law can be summed up 
in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

One Voice: 	We welcome the presence of the Spirit, 
which moves us to love our neighbor through the hearing and understanding 
of their diverse voices and languages,  just like on that first Pentecost day.

Many: 		Let us love God, our neighbor and ourselves.

One Voice: 	I am your neighbor — an activist who shares your commitment 
to bringing about a Just World for All.

Many: 		Welcome neighbor!

One Voice: 	I am your neighbor — a young person who wants to grow and learn 
along with other imperfect and growing people.

Many: 		Welcome neighbor!

One Voice: 	I am your neighbor — a person of faith who speaks differently about the Holy, 
but who shares your commitment to building a Just World for All.

Many: 		Welcome neighbor!

One Voice: 	I am your neighbor — someone who has spent countless hours in your church hallways for … (day care, Big Brothers, Big Sisters, Boy Scouts, etc.) 
but has never before shared a meal with you.

Many: 		Welcome neighbor!

One Voice: 	I am your neighbor — a person who may express gender and sexuality 
differently than you and who shares your commitment to affirming people.

Many: 		Welcome neighbor!

One Voice: 	I am your neighbor — someone who may not be able to join you in person, 				but who joins the community of faith through the wonders of technology. 
(Have someone speak this line through a video feed, if possible.)

Many: 		Welcome neighbor!

One Voice: 	I am your neighbor — a college student living away from my family 
who seeks to expand my community of faith.

Many: 		Welcome neighbor!

One Voice: 	I am your neighbor — someone who has been sitting in these pews, 
learning to love God since I was just a young child.

Many: 		Welcome neighbor!

One Voice: 	I am your neighbor — someone who has different skin color than most people here, 
who shares your love of God.

All: 		God loves all and so do we! Welcome neighbors!



Caring Conversations
Along with or instead of your time for passing the peace, consider adding a time during worship for caring conversations so that people might get to know each other better. These questions can also be used at the community meal following worship. Here are some possible questions, but feel free to make up some of your own that fit your context:

What is the meaning or story behind your name?
What is one of your favorite ways to relax?
If you could be doing anything else right now you would be …
Tell a story about someone who you think really embodies wisdom.
Recall a person who really shaped your faith and/or values.
Where did you see God this week?
In what way have you seen someone embody love of neighbor?
In what ways do you embody love of neighbor?
How does your faith call you to love your neighbor?

Prayer of Confession

Invitation: 	The one thing that binds us all together is our humanness 
— our challenges, our failures, our missteps, our foibles, our brokenness. 
Together we can confess those ways in which we’ve failed to live up to our own values, ask for forgiveness and learn from those mistakes 
in order to become the person God has created us to be.

Take a moment of silence to confess those things 
that in your humanness you have done 
that have not shown love of God, neighbor or yourself.

Silence		(30 seconds)

Words of Assurance: 	Because God already loves you so fiercely 
in your beautiful imperfection, 
you are forgiven. 
Now our response going forward is to forgive. 
Paul writes in his letter to the Colossians: 
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
clothe yourselves  with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience. 
Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; 
just as God has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful.” 
(Colossians 3: 12-17)

All: 			Amen.

Scripture Reading Suggestions
Choral Reading of “Love Your Neighbor” Scriptures — the readings chosen here emphasize HOW we love our neighbor as taught by scripture. You may add other stories from literature, popular culture or videos that tell those stories. Some good sources of video stories are 
StoryCorp https://www.youtube.com/user/storycorps ,  
Soul Pancake https://www.youtube.com/user/soulpancake , 
the Salt Project https://vimeo.com/saltproject/videos, and 
The Work of the People http://www.theworkofthepeople.com. 
If you invite interfaith or other spiritual groups, ask those participants to suggest passages from their own traditions into this series of readings.

Invite a variety of voices to read these different sections of scripture below to emphasize the different ways the Bible and other sacred stories tells us to demonstrate love of neighbor.

Choose several of the following “Love of Neighbor” passages. After each individual passage repeat the simple scripture verse of Galatians 5:14: “For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

If you are livestreaming, the passages can be posted in written form in the comments section and/or by inviting reflection from participants on the readings in the chat section. 

The first speaker should introduce the choral reading by saying, “Greetings, sisters and brothers, we are reading several passages that emphasize the actions that demonstrate love of neighbor, while hearing the constant reminder from the Book of Galatians that the greatest law is loving neighbor as yourself.”

Mark 12: 11, 12 
1 Peter 3:8-9
1 Corinthians 10:24, 31-33
1 Thessalonians 5:11
Philippians 2: 3-5
Romans 15:2-3
Galatians 6:1-5, 10
Colossians 3: 12-17
Hebrews 13:1-3
Isaiah 1:17
Job 6:14
John 13:34
1 Thessalonians 3:12
James 1:27
1 John 3:11

Scripture for Preaching, Reflection
Luke 10: 25-37
The Good Samaritan

Often we emphasize WHO was the Samaritan — the person who, in Jesus’ time, was a member of a despised group of people and therefore the least expected to do the right thing. Jesus is also giving us (and the lawyer to whom he speaks) a guidepost for what to do when we encounter our neighbor when she or he is in distress.

During the sermon, you may want to invite a conversation among people the people in attendance. The worship leader may want to do a short reflection on the passage to start and then invite conversation. Or just let your group jump into a discussion. If you are livestreaming, your online facilitator can post some of these questions (One question every 5-10 minutes usually works) for people to discuss online in the comments section. Instead of discussion questions, you may also invite 2-3 people from your congregation/community to tell about how they have shown “Love of Neighbor.” Encourage them to share their stories on the website: http://3greatloves.uccpages.org/stories.html

Here are some suggestions for questions you might use as starters:

What does Jesus say to the lawyer when he is questioning him?
Why do you think that Jesus chose the particular law in his response?
What does that law mean to you and how you act every day?
When the lawyer asks, “Who is my neighbor?” Why do you think Jesus responds with a story?
Who were the people who passed the man who was robbed and beaten? (The footnotes in a good study Bible will help with this.)
Who was the Samaritan? (The footnotes in a good study Bible will help with this.)
What does the Samaritan do to help the man? Can you recall ever doing these things to help a stranger? Someone you know?
What might you have done to help the man you encountered?
Can you think of a time when you were like the priest or the Levite? Or when you were like the Samaritan?

Communion Liturgy for a Christian Gathering
For this celebration of communion, we invite you to have the elements prepared and placed at tables or in rows where people are already seated. Participants will be invited to take the elements during the course of this liturgy in their own places for the blessing and then serve each other. Consider using all gluten-free elements and non-alcoholic beverages so that all may feel welcome to share. If you are livestreaming, invite those participants to gather their own elements (anything they have handy will do) in order to participate in the meal. We once again encourage you to invite your special guests to read parts of the communion liturgy. (NOTE: This communion liturgy was inspired by one shared at UCC General Synod 31.)

One:	We come to this table,
hungry to know our neighbor and be known by our neighbor;
to love our neighbor and be loved by our neighbor.

One:	May God be with you.                    		
Many:	And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.                       		
We lift them up to our God.
Let us give thanks to our good God.           	
It is right to give God thanks and praise!

O Holy One, 
Breath of our Life,
Originator of Grace,
Source of Limitless Love,

We thank you for our brother, Jesus, who showed us how to love our neighbor
by speaking openly with a despised woman at noontime;
for healing a blind outcast who had almost given up hope;
for feeding 5,000 travelers with a miracle of generosity;
by working through a Samaritan who helped a stranger who had been beaten, robbed;
for reminding us that the greatest law is to love your neighbor as yourself.

Jesus showed this love of neighbor on the eve of his death
When he gathered at table with his friends —
Friends who often misunderstood him, one who had betrayed him, 
and others who would later deny him,
but ALL who loved him — 
he took the leftover bread, blessed and broke it and gave it to them saying 
“Take and eat: for this is my body, broken for you.”

(Servers may invite helpers to break and lift up the bread; 
online facilitators may instruct participants to do likewise with their bread element now.)

And after supper, 
as Jesus practiced with us what God’s joyful table will be; 
he took what remained of the Passover wine, 
again gave you thanks and said
“Take this, all of you, and drink.  
This is the cup of a new promise: that ALL may have life and have it abundantly; 
I will be with you any time that you share this meal with your neighbors. 
Do this to remember me.”

(Servers may invite helpers to lift the cup; 
online facilitators may invite participants to pour their drink.)

Friends, we are all blessed and a blessing,
extend your hands over the bread and cup on your table,
we will invoke the Spirit together. Take a deep breath. Say with me:

Breathe life in us, Holy Spirit of God—
let these everyday gifts of bread and cup 
become for us soul-sustaining meal.
As we share this meal, bring us together
Make us one loving community of neighbors.        Amen!

Friends, the tables are ready! 
This meal is first and foremost a Gift from God. 
All are welcome without exception. 
Please share the gifts of God with your neighbor!

Suggestions for a Multi-Faith/Multi-Cultural Meal 
A leader or group of leaders should gather people around tables for a meal and conversation. 
Each table should have bread and drinks that are religiously/culturally significant for the gathered community. You may invite the guests present to share a little explanation of the significance of the foods at the table.

Leader(s): 	Throughout generations, people have gathered together at table 
		to celebrate what is extraordinary about the ordinary 
		-- Matzo and wine of the Passover meal, 
		turkey, sweet potatoes and dressing/stuffing of Thanksgiving, 
		three dates eaten at the conclusion of Ramadan, 
		the sticky Langar served in hand at a Sikh Gurudwara, 
		the sweet prasad offered to Hindu worshippers. 
		(Add/change the religious/cultural references significant to the gathered community)

		Since the beginning of time, communities have prepared and eaten meals together 
		to remind themselves of the power of food and drink 
		to bring together families and friends to transcend divisions
		 in a Spirit of love, peace and joy. 
		In an age when we seem to be more divided than ever, 
		we pray that the power of this simple meal 
		may unite us into a community of neighbors.

		Though the scent, taste and textures of the bread and drink first invoke our memories, 
		the stories shared around table are truly what bring us together. 
		We invite you to share the bread and the drinks at your table 
		and share a story or two about your favorite meal, 
		the funniest story shared, 
		or maybe even the greatest cooking failure your family or friends ever experienced.

Offer a blessing before the meal that is significant for the group. Then, simply allow space for the conversation to happen at table.


Service written by the Rev. Nicole Havelka. Nicole is passionate about inclusive, engaging worship. She serves the Ohio Conference UCC as the Minister for Resourcing Networking and Creativity. Find her on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/NicoleHavelkaConsulting/ and Twitter and Instagram @revnhavelka.
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