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Resurrection Witness 
Pacific Islander & Asian American Ministries (PAAM) Sunday/Holy Humor Sunday
Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 5: 27-32, Psalm 118: 1-2; 14-29, Psalm 150*; Revelation 1: 4-8; John 20: 19-31 


For this particular PAAM Sunday we are focusing on Psalm 150.  Psalm 150 is the last psalm in the bible with only six verses. It ends with a concept of “breath” giving life. “HA” in Hawaiian is the breath of life.  In Genesis 1:2, God breathes over the waters (HA-WAI-I)  . . . . of which some in Hawaii believe our name comes from.  In this PAAM liturgy we wish to focus on worship.

In Western theology a lot of emphasis is put on the “sermon” or homily. But in many indigenous cultures around the world - the story is shared through music and dance.  Many of our cultural ways of sharing story and worship have been demonized by Western theology . i.e. Hula was considered heathen as well as other forms of cultural dance. When we dress in our cultural dress it is not “costumes or decorations” but our regalia - our garments of praise.  Musical instruments such as ukulele, drums, koto, nose flutes, and many indigenous instruments were considered evil.  

Today, Hawaii PAAM and many other indigenous ministries around the world desire to redeem the ways we express and worship.  But we cannot do justice to the cultural expressions in a one day liturgy - as some may look upon it as entertainment or cute. But it is our hope that all will welcome new forms of cultural worship and to seek to and understand and respect the cultural differences especially in the United Church of Christ.

Humor is much a part of Polynesian theology so that is why we embrace God’s laughter - at the same time we are aware of the seriousness of the plight of our Micronesian brothers and sisters. It will be up to each church to navigate the symphony of highs and lows in sharing this liturgy.

For other links and resources please go to the Hawaii PAAM webpage at www.hawaiipaam.org



Psalm 150 (New Revised Standard Version, adapted)

1 Praise the Lord!
   Praise God in the sanctuary;
   praise God in the mighty firmament!
2 Praise God for mighty deeds;
    praise God according to  God’s surpassing greatness!

3 Praise God with trumpet sound;
    praise God with lute and harp!
4 Praise God with tambourine and dance;
    praise God with strings and pipe!
5 Praise God with clanging cymbals;
    praise God with loud clashing cymbals!
6 Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!
   Praise the Lord!

LITURGY FOR PAAM Sunday

Passing of the Peace  Greet one another with “Peace be with you” in the language of your choice.  Optional: Hawaiian “Honi” or Japanese “Ojigi” (see attached notes and web links)

Call to Worship  congregational  response in bold print

Leader:  	On this day of holy humor and sacred laughter, we give you thanks. 
With uplifted hearts we give you praise 
and invite your presence of holy laughter. 

People:  	Oh God, we acknowledge that laughter wields communicative power. 
In Scripture we find that laughter often mocks, scoffs, or derides. 
You say a fool’s laughter reveals a person's folly 
while the laughter of the righteous signals confidence in God. 

Leader: 	We are made in God's image. We get our laughter from God.  
God laughs at those who set themselves against God’s anointed. 
And when God laughs, God does so for our sake, to communicate to us. God laughs to give off signals — 
signals that are horrible to God’s enemies 
and wonderful to God’s friends. 

People: 	May your laughter give us great comfort, dispel our fears, 
and remind us that no purpose of God can be thwarted.  
We do not fear along with the rebel nations, 
because we have heard your voice. 
We have received your promise. 
Wonder upon wonder, undeserving as we are,  
God's favor is on us, in Jesus Christ, 
and who are we to God by not receiving the promise of God's word? 

Leader: 	God has spoken over Jesus, “You are my son!” 
God has opened our ears, spoken to us, 
and given us the Spirit to receive words as sons and daughters. 
Be pleased, O God, with your creation and your creatures. 
Take joy in our celebration of all that you have so wonderfully made. 

People: 	Let us laugh together with God . . . . .   
(this is where the congregation can laugh, shouts of joy, dance, and express humor . . . . and thankfulness of God's provisions. . . .)  
Amen!

INVOCATION                                                                                   (by Rev. Sharon MacArthur)

Leader: 	Join us in our laughter, O God!
People:  	Shout with us as we greet one another:  
Aloha!  Talofa!  Ohayo!  Ni Hao! Kiora!    Yakwe!  
Komusta po kayo! (add other  PAAM Languages)
Dance with us as we move to the sounds of koto…ukulele…ipu…erhu…gitara, pahu . .. (other PAAM instruments)

Leader:  	In our joy and laughter, 
we remember also the pain and suffering of our ancestors…
of your people…
Cry with us…
People:  	Only you, Amazing God, 
can hold our hearts together 
with such diverse and conflicting emotions…

Leader:  	Hold us in the universal language of love, laughter and tears, O God!
People:  	Be with us…touch us…inspire us in this hour of worship and beyond. 
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
In our PAAM churches we have done the Lord’s prayer through choreography of martial arts and even a lion dance.  Suggested if you are able to have your young people or dance choir dance the Lord’s prayer).

Morning Star Dance (Lord’s prayer)
https://youtu.be/bEVk1Pqzwss

The Lord’s Prayer (Children - Asbury United Methodist Church)
https://youtu.be/e6STLRycSnE

Lord’s Prayer in Sacred Dance (Wesley Church)
https://youtu.be/XiRm521NOJg

Hawaiian Hula - The Lord’s Prayer
https://youtu.be/o8pwC5NhtOI

The Lord’s Prayer in Chinese Dance
https://youtu.be/UqVxnUAGmJs

The Lord’s Prayer in Chinese Dance 2
https://youtu.be/vV5lve-FA8E

The Lord’s Prayer - Southeast Asia
https://youtu.be/K83nJuN68zY

The Prayer with Filipino Dancers (Not the Lord’s Prayer)
https://youtu.be/IM6RuUUQHLA

HYMN
SUGGESTED HYMN: How we Worship (Video and links to guitar, uke, and piano chords)   Formal choreography can be created or free style dance with all ages waving and/or dancing with streamers or bright fabric.
Lyrics:  https://www.musixmatch.com/lyrics/New-Hope-Oahu/How-We-Worship

https://youtu.be/odcn8Rbp8f8  (Performance by New Hope Church. NHC is not a UCC Church however, New Hope has participated in PAAM Ministries over the years).

This link below is a play along link to learn the song.
https://chordify.net/chords/how-we-worship-new-hope-oahu-newhopeoahu

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Children’s Message:   Interactive Prayer Stations based on Psalm 150 (activity for both children and adults)  Set up around the sanctuary,
https://theresaecho.com/2017/07/15/interactive-prayer-stations-on-psalm-150-and-praise/

LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE 
Selected from the 65th Anniversary of remembrance of the Bravo Bomb on March 1, 1954.  On the 65th anniversary of the remembrance of the Bravo Bomb this litany of remembrance, repentance, and recommitment was used at the Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo, Hawaii. 

In solidarity of our Micronesian UCC churches here in the U.S. and in Micronesia we invite you to use this to lift up Micronesia.   If you are able to show this video of middle schoolers who gathered for Hawaii PAAM and sang together this song “Problems Problems.”  See notes attached.  Video: https://youtu.be/v8fRvH1nPGo

*REMEMBRANCE*

Leader: 	God heard the cries of the people in Egypt and sent Moses to free them.
People: 	GOD CALLS US TO REMEMBER.

Leader: 	God heard the cries of the people suffering under the Roman rule 
and sent Jesus the Christ as a sacrifice to save the world once and for all.
People: 	GOD CALLS US TO REMEMBER.

Leader: 	God hears the cries of the people who died 
as a result of the Bravo test and calls us to do something.
People: 	GOD CALLS US TO REMEMBER.

“REPENTANCE”

Leader: 	God who said, “Thou shalt not kill” calls us to repent 
for the killing of innocent people.
People: 	GOD CALLS US TO REPENTANCE.

Leader: 	God who calls for justice, 
calls us to repent for standing by while people have been dying.
People: 	GOD CALLS US TO REPENTANCE.

Leader: 	God, who calls us to act out our faith, 
calls us to repent for being silent 
when we should have been speaking out.
People: 	GOD CALLS US TO REPENTANCE.

“RECOMMITMENT”

Leader: 	God of history calls us to remember and to retell the story of the people.
People: 	GOD CALLS US TO RECOMMIT OURSELVES.

Leader: 	God of justice calls us to repent our inaction 
and become ministers of reconciliation.
People: 	GOD CALLS US TO RECOMMIT OURSELVES.

Leader: 	God who acts, calls us to seek justice by acting to make things right.
People: 	GOD CALLS US TO RECOMMIT OURSELVES.

Pastoral Prayer    (by Rev. Sharon Inake)

We are in awe at the work of your hands! Such diversity and creativity take our breath away. Who is like you? As your ministers on earth we pray for your beloved creation that so is in much pain with floods and rains and hurricanes, with fires and mudslides, and an earth so polluted in its waters and soil and air that we are ashamed. We ask that your Spirit come and convict people of their violation of their stewardship of the earth as seen in the bleaching coral and the melting ice caps. Help us to renew the Eden you gave us.

We lift up the peoples of the world as we face a global crisis of migration because of war and violence. We look to you, O God, to give us hope and inspiration. Raise up leaders and convict all of us to do our part. 

On this PAAM Sunday, we give you thanks and pray for the Pacific Islander and Asian American Ministries of our United Church of Christ. We give thanks for 45 continuous years as a movement to seek justice, forge a stronger identity, and organize the voices of the Pacific Islander and Asian American churches. Give all our churches courage and the grace to hear these voices and stories, make new connections, and build new relationships.

Help us and teach us to practice right relationship based on respect, sovereignty, self-determination and religious freedom of all indigenous peoples within our church and global community. We pray for the land and the people, for healing and hope, and true reconciliation—ho‘okuikahi—which is still to come. Help us to welcome everyone to your table that goodness and mercy might follow us all the days of our lives.

Life-sustaining God, we pray for all who suffer in body and spirit. Walk with them through each dark valley. Feed them with mercy; anoint them with healing. 

Most of all, Giver of life, grant us your joy, the irresistible and infallible sign of your presence.

We pray all these things that we may laugh again in freedom and trust.  We offer all our prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Good Shepherd. Amen.


Benediction:  2 Corinthians 13:13 NRSV              (Pohnpei Language - Rev. Jordan Gallen)
Mahk oh Kalahngan en atail kaun Sihses Krais, 
oh limpoak lapalap en Koht Samatail, 
oh atail soupenene pahn kaminimin en Ngehn Sarawi en ketiket rehmwail 
sang met oh pahn kohkohlahte soutik. Amen.  

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.                                              

[Additional benediction may be added in the language of your choice.] 

PAAM Notes:

You may include this brief description of PAAM in your worship materials space providing:

Pacific Islander & Asian American Ministries (PAAM) was organized in 1974 at a gathering in San Francisco, California, of representatives from different regions throughout the United States.  The vision was to unite and move forward at the national, regional, and local levels as Pacific Islanders & Asian Americans in the United Church of Christ, sharing our unique gifts with one another.

PAAM was voted into existence at the 10th General Synod, in 1975, as a recognized Special Interest Group within the UCC.  The 17th General Synod adopted the pronouncement, “A United Church of Christ ministry with Pacific Islanders & Asian Americans” calling to establish an implementation committee to make requests about the ministries of the PAAM churches.  The 18th General Synod passed a resolution designating the last Sunday of April as PAAM Sunday when all UCC churches recognize and celebrate the gifts and contribution of Pacific Islanders & Asian Americans in the life of the UCC.

PAAM has initiated, sponsored, supported and participated in many activities at all levels of the conference, worked for greater PAAM representation on all levels of the conference boards, committees, and staff.

PAAM continues to address institutional racism within the church and society, is concerned with issues of human rights and justice, and helps to support and strengthen clergy and lay leadership at the local level.  Over the years it was instrumental with the 1992 Redress and Apology of the U.S. Government overthrow and acknowledgement of American Board of the Nation of Hawaii and the Native Hawaiian churches.  

PAAM's respective members over the years have contributed much to the life of the wider UCC.

Hidden Histories
http://www.ucc.org/about-us_hidden-histories_sho-chiku-bai
http://www.ucc.org/about-us_hidden-histories-2_chinese_congregationalism

Red Envelopes 
As another timely worship idea, go to your local Chinese or Vietnamese market or department store and buy small red envelopes.  The red color of the envelope symbolizes good luck and is supposed to ward off evil spirits. They are traditionally used to give money as gifts to children or special guests at New Year, birthdays, weddings, funerals and other special events.  Distribute them to your church members (ahead of time or in the Sunday bulletin). Use them as special offering envelopes in honor of PAAM Sunday or in whichever way you wish to encourage sharing God’s love in the Year of Sheep. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO REGARDING OUR MICRONESIAN BROTHERS AND SISTERS?

A. Educate yourself!

1. Nuclear Savage: The Islands of Secret Project 4.1 (DVD) by Adam Jonas
Horowitz. Google search.

2. Don’t Ever Whisper by Giff Johnson
Darlene Keju: Pacific Health Pioneer, Champion for Nuclear Survivors
Go to Amazon.com

3. Longing for My Home Island: A Story of Nuclear Refugees in the Marshall Islands,
Kodomono-Miraisha Publishing Ltd, Tokyo, Japan 2016 email: co-mirai@f8.dion.ne.jp

4. Bravo for the Marshallese: Regaining Control in a Post-Colonial World
by Holly M. Barker from Amazon.com

5. News Zero: The New York Times and the Bomb by Beverly Keever

6. On Facebook: Office of the President, Republic of the Marshall Islands

7. The Marshall Islands Journal at www.marshallislandsjournal.com

8. Nuclear Past, Unclear Future $10 from P.O. Box 14, Majuro, Marshall Islands 96960

Notes:
Hawaiian: “Honi” A Hawaiian greeting of touching noses - face to face and breathing in together.
http://wwwauthorrobertbonvillecom.blogspot.com/2012/11/honi-hongi.html

Japanese: “Ojigi”  Instead of shaking hands bow with your hands at your side and your head slightly tilted in humble respect to one another.
https://gogonihon.com/en/blog/japanese-bow/

The 2019 Liturgical Resources for PAAM Sunday was written and facilitated by the Rev. Rennie Mau, a liturgical media missionary with Pacific Arise Ministries. He is the acting pastor of Ewa Community Church in Ewa, Oahu, Hawaii. He is also moderator of Hawaii PAAM. Additional contributors: Rev. Sharon Inake, Rev. Sharon MacArthur, Rev. Jordan Gallen, and Ron Fujiyoshi. 
For more information, contact Hawaii PAAM at www.hawaiipaam.org.  The national PAAM website is: https://paamucc.org/
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