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A Service of Holy Communion
General Synod 32, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
June 23, 2019

PRELUDE	
									

WELCOME								The Rev. George Graham
Leader:	Relatives, we are gathered today on the ancestral land of the Ho Chunk people.  
On Friday, Chief Clayton Winneshiek welcomed 
the General Synod of the United Church of Christ into this sacred space, 
and we responded with words of confession and commitment to justice.
We begin today in that holy spirit.
Community:		Let us walk in humility, faith and justice together.

Creator God of all peoples, your presence has been witnessed 
throughout history and through all eternity.  
We witness your faithfulness, your promise and grace today 
through the life, wisdom and power of our Native family here 
who has welcomed us.  
We witness your faithfulness, your promise and grace today 
in the gathering of this church, whom you welcome, always, 
into your love, forgiveness and grace.  

Through Jesus we walk in the forgiveness and grace of your love 
as we struggle to be people of justice, repair, beauty and hope.  
No matter who we are or where we come from, your love claims us; 
your love binds us together; 
your love entangles us in shared destiny, humanity and hope.
Community:		Let us walk in humility, faith and justice together. 

CALL TO WORSHIP	The Four Directions Prayer			
The Rev. Marlene Helgemo and Mr. Louie Blue Coat
Dancers and Drummers of the Indian Community School of Milwaukee
As the leaders instruct, and as you are able, please turn to face each direction
		
Leader:	Creator, God, as relatives of many communities, 
we are brought together to celebrate our lives in your love.
Community:	Let us remember all of our relatives, past and present, winged and four legged.

As we face the East, it is the time of beginnings.  
With the rising of the sun, the birth of a child, the start of the week 
we begin anew.  
With the springtime comes the blossoming of the plants 
and the birth of the animals, as we celebrate the emerging patterns of life.  
We hear the drum beat, the heartbeat of Mother Earth.

		We give thanks for our birth, this time of exploration and creation.

		As we face the South, we celebrate and acknowledge our emotion.  
We recognize the strengths and struggles of our youth.  
Help us share our laughter, love and joy as we walk through the day 
in our world of diversity.  In this time of growing, we hear the drum beat. 

		We give thanks for the gifts of tenderness, kindness and understanding 
for these draw us closer to each other and our creator.

		As we face the West, we celebrate spirit.  
This is the time of reflection and of stillness for our ultimate growth.  
Bringing together the patterns of life and our emotions with the spirit, 
we are led to a greater faith.  
As we reap the harvest, we hear the drum beat.

		As the sun moves along its path in the sky 
we bring closure to those who have walked on.  
We remember and reflect on the experiences of the day.  
We give thanks for this time of reflection and of remembrance.

		In facing the North, we celebrate the life of our elders.  
For the gifts of insight and wisdom that God has revealed to them 
out of their past which are so vital to us in our present.  
In the evening, as we gather at home to listen to the stories, 
we hear the drum beat.

		As we listen and share, we build respect for each other. 
We give thanks for the strengths of community.

As we continue the circles of Life, we are united in the love of the creator, God.  As we look downward to Mother Earth 
we are reminded of the unlimited gift of her care.  
As we look upward to Father Sky, 
we are reminded of the unlimited gift of his grace.

		We listen for the drum beat and are reminded 
that as we move through our lives, we impact all around us.  
We are reminded of our responsibility to nurture those around us, 
as we are nurtured through creation.  
We give our thanks to our God who provides the gifts given to us 
from the four directions, Mother Earth and Father Sky. 

OPENING HYMN	Wa kantanka taku nitawa 				    Dakota Hymn
(Many and Great, O God, are Your Works)
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SCRIPTURE ENGAGEMENT 		Matthew 5:1-9
Brendan Curran, Kimberly Johnson (Cantor), Ray Jordan, Rhina Ramos, Sasha Wispelwey, Miah Yager

I am blessed, you are blessed, together we are blessed! 
I am blessed, you are blessed, together we are blessed!

MESSAGE TEXT	Matthew 5:13-16

SERMON								The Rev. Traci Blackmon							
RESPONSE		Something Inside So Strong 					Labi Siffre
			Miah Yager dancer;  Kimberly Johnson, vocalist			
OFFERING									  The Rev. Kevin Omi
Today’s Offering will go to the Annual Fund of the United Church of Christ
Gifts to the Annual Fund benefit the full range of the United Church of Christ mission across the country and around the globe.  This unrestricted fund allows the national setting to provide vital services to conferences, associations, local churches, and individual donors.
Text UCCGS to 41444            Checks may be made to United Church of Christ
								
music	  Seed to Sow ; Ain’t-a That Good News; Christ the Appletree; Alleluia (Brazilian Psalm)

      	                     Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Christ all creatures here below
Praise Spirit Living Comforter
Community of Love adored. Amen

Holy Communion
The Rev. John Dorhauer, The Rev James Moos, the Rev. Traci Blackmon

THE INVITATION
Leader:	According to the Gospel of Matthew, 
on a day in which Jesus was filled with sorrow 
because his friend, John the Baptist, had been killed, 
he withdrew by boat to a deserted place.  
And the crowds followed him around the water, walking on land, 
and came also to the deserted place.  
And Jesus found within himself compassion and the abundant light of God 
and he healed those who had need.  
When the disciples grew tired and told Jesus to send the people away 
to get something to eat, 
Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.”  
But having only a few fish and some loaves of bread, 
they did not see how this would be possible. 
All:		How will this be possible?  Only together and with God!

	Beloved, we gather at this table, perhaps not seeing what is possible. 
But you are invited to walk away from what you know 
towards the promise of Jesus.  
We gather here today joining a God filled with sorrow 
because so many of God’s beloved children around the world 
are killed by injustice, poverty, racism, and war.  
We gather and find ourselves in the loving and accepting gaze of Jesus, 
renewed by the compassion and grace of God, 
who does not, will not ever, turn us away.  
And as we grow weary, instead of giving up, Jesus invites us to set a table.
How will this be possible?  Only together and with God!

	God be with you.	And also with you.
	Lift up your hearts.	We lift them to the Living God.
	Let us give thanks to the God who is always with us.
	It is right to give God thanks and praise.

	We give you thanks Creator, Eternal Light, 
always and everywhere through Jesus Christ, 
the action of your love and grace, 
your forgiveness and mercy poured out.

	We bless you Creator, Eternal Light, 
for your beauty and justice, 
and the enduring hope you give us in working for a just world for all.

	We remember the covenant you made with your people, 
the children of Abraham and Sarah, claiming humanity as your own.  
We remember you speaking in a burning bush, 
hearing the cries of the oppressed and commanding Moses, 
and those who follow, to be liberators in the name of your liberating love.  
We remember our covenant together and with God!

	We remember the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus. 
The birth, from a young mother, a Palestinian Jew. 
The life lived in community and justice, 
honoring children and women, 
cherishing the afflicted and marginalized persons 
as beloved image bearers of God. 
The life lived in service and celebration of your love. 
The death, at the hands of empire and the state, 
that saw humanity claiming its worth in the capacity to love 
as a threat to systems of domination.  
The Resurrection, demonstrating a new covenant of love 
that is more powerful than death, 
calling us more deeply into your liberating love and promising, always, new life.
We remember our covenant together and with God!

	Creator and Eternal Light, 
we testify to your Spirit breathing life in the world, 
illuminating beauty and compelling us by hope.  
We praise you for her fruit in the world, guiding us to the story 
of your love unfolding in our communities and streets today.  
We declare it holy, holy, holy.

	Children of God, that day in a deserted place, 
the Gospels tell us over 5,000 people were gathered.  
Jesus took the fish and the loaves of bread the disciples had offered.  
He blessed them, and he broke the bread and gave it to his disciples 
to feed the people with.

	That day no demands were made.  All were welcome and all are welcome still. Jesus invites people to come and eat.  When we break and share this bread (taking the bread) and we drink and share this cup (taking the cup), 
as Jesus did many times with many people, we declare the new covenant of love.  And we do this as Jesus taught us to, in remembrance of Jesus. 

Holy Spirit, by your power and presence, 
bring life to this meal we share together in love.

	Now, being led in the Ho Chunk language, praying along in our spirit, 
or with our native tongue, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us…

LORDS PRAYER								Ms. Hattie Walker
			
Leader:	The gifts of God for the people of God!
All:		Thanks be to God!

THE MEAL		
Communion will be served by intinction, each person is invited to take a piece of bread and dip it into the cup. The bread is all gluten-free; the cups are filled with grape juice.
Follow the directions of the servers in your sections.
						
COMMUNION SONGS 		Ubi Caritas
					Give Me Jesus
					Freedom Come
					Sean Felices
					Come to the Water

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING		
Brendan Curran, Ray Jordan, Rhina Ramos, Sasha Wispelwey, Miah Yager

Thanks be to God!
				感谢上帝 (Gǎnxiè shàngdì)
				Faʻafetai i le Atua
¡Gracias a Dios!

CLOSING HYMN			This Little Light of Mine						
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! (3x)
Let it shine! Let it shine! Let it shine!

God’s Love in the world, I’m gonna let it shine! (3x)
Let it shine! Let it shine! Let it shine!

Holy Spirit through me, I’m gonna let it shine! (3x)
Let it shine! Let it shine! Let it shine!

We can be the church, and let justice shine! (3x)
Let it shine! Let it shine! Let it shine!

Esta pequeña luz, la dejaré brillar! (3x)
Brillará! Brillará! Brillará! 

Let it shine! Let it shine! Let it shine!
Let it shine! Let it shine! Let it shine!

BENEDICTION										Rev. Blackmon
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