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Closing Worship
General Synod 32
June 25, 2019
As you enter, take a card from an usher 
and complete this sentence in one or two words:
“The UCC goes forth from here  to ____________”

*invitation to stand as you are able

Prelude  		Awaiting the Future					Terry Peterson

Call to Worship      Isaiah 60:1-3
The Rev. Ashley Goff, Mr. Paul Fogle, the Rev. Justo González II
                 
Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of God has risen upon you.

For twilight shall cover the earth,
and thick gloom over the peoples;
but God will arise upon you,
and God’s glory will appear over you.

Nations shall come to your light,
                                      	and monarchs to the brightness of your dawn.
Invocation (unison)
Arise, shine, your light has come. Let your light shine!
Arise shine, your light has come. Let your light shine!
Arise shine, your light has come. Let your light shine!

*Hymn  		Arise, Your Light has Come!                                 		FESTAL SONG 
Words by Ruth Duck, from New Century Hymnal, and new for this Synod

Arise, your light is come! The Spirit’s call obey;
Show forth the glory of your God which shines on you to day!
 
Arise, my friends, arise! Rejoice, for Christ is near,
             		the faithful teacher of the wise, arise and do not fear.
You are the salt of earth, but do not lose its taste,
            		 lest you forget its precious worth, its value gone to waste.

And we reflect God’s light, for all the world to see
            		 In doing what is kind and right, that all be safe and free.
 
Arise, your light is come! The Spirit’s call obey;
Show forth the glory of our God, which shines on you today.
 
Approach to the Waters of Baptism  (words of Isaiah 60:4)

		Beloved of God, look at what the darkness reveals.
Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together,
they come to you;
your siblings come from far away
and your children carried on their nurses’ arms.
(people are seated)

And in this light, all come to the Baptismal waters of life.
Beloved of God,
we come to the font
cherished by the same God
who from the murmuring deep,
pulled the Cosmos into being.
At the beginning and at the end,
underneath God’s exquisite sky,
when we see tears in a child’s eye
and those same tears at the bedside of the dying,
we tend and we wash—it is all we know to do.

		This is what is holy, Beloved One.
At the font, full of waters of Creation,
you gather us in and bathe us
in the baptism of Jesus,
who overcame even death
that we might have abundant life.
From this threshold place,
you welcome us home
so we can be sent out to proclaim
your prophetic ways.

   	 Beloved of God, consider this invitation:
Trusting in the gracious mercy of God,
do you desire to turn from the ways of sin?
                        	 If so, say “we do”
                                 We do.
Do you renounce all evil,
and the powers in the world
which defy God’s justice and love?
                         If so, say “we do”
                                 We do.
Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple,
following the Word and showing God’s love
to your life’s end?
                         If so, say “we will.”
                                 We will.

		By the power of your Spirit, Holy One,
Make your ancient words live.
From your holy waters, let love flow without boundaries.

As our General Synod comes to a close,
let courage be found.
Our work has just begun. Amen.

Passing the Peace 
We live and work in God’s ways of non-violence.
Let us be in that way of peace,
Shining the light,
feeling the waters of creation,
and offering God’s peace with one another.

May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
                  	And also with you.

Please share that peace with one another.

Song:  The Jesus in Me Loves the Jesus in You				 Anonymous
The Jesus in me loves the Jesus in you
The Jesus in me loves the Jesus in you
So easy, so easy, so easy to love.

Centering to Hear the Word

		As we prepare to experience God’s word
and what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church, today,
let us do so in stillness and in song.
I invite you to steady yourself in your seat.
We want to be at ease in our bodies
and yet ready to experience God’s Word.
If it feels safe you can close your eyes.
Or gaze upon something in the worship space.
Take a few mindful breaths.
Use your breath to steady your body and mind.
As one body, let’s take a breath together.
Let stillness come over this One Body with the sound of this chime:

A chime is rung        
As the sound of the chime dissipates, congregation begins singing:

Song             Be Still and Know that I am God					Taizé
			Be still and know that I am God….

Scripture			Matthew 5: 13-16         			   Ms. Hattie Walker    
proclaimed in Ho Chunk language        	

Scripture		Isaiah 60: 5; 10-11; 18-19; 20b-21			
The Rev. Dr. Cheryl Lindsay, reader; Tom Scott, cantor;
Dancers: Alma Mercado, Ogechi Egekeze, Cynethia Vijayakumar,
                 Edward Lawrence, Choreographer

Sung refrain: (Isaiah 60: 19)						
The Holy One will be your everlasting light, 
and God will be your glory.
 
Isaiah 60:5
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
Sung refrain 	The Holy One will be your everlasting light, 
and God will be your glory.

Isaiah 60:10-11  
10 Foreigners shall build up your walls,
and their rulers shall minister to you;
for in my wrath I struck you down,
but in my favor I have had mercy on you.
11 Your gates shall always be open;
day and night they shall not be shut,
so that nations shall bring you their wealth,
with their rulers led in procession.
Sung refrain 	The Holy One will be your everlasting light, 
and God will be your glory.

Isaiah 60:18
18 Violence shall no more be heard in your land,
devastation or destruction within your borders;
you shall call your walls Salvation,
and your gates Praise.
Sung refrain 	The Holy One will be your everlasting light, 
and God will be your glory.

Isaiah 60:19
19 The sun shall no longer be
your light by day,
nor for brightness shall the moon
give light to you by night;
but the Holy One will be your everlasting light, 
and your God will be your glory.
Sung refrain 	The Holy One will be your everlasting light, 
and God will be your glory.

Isaiah 60:20b-21
Your days of mourning shall be ended.
Your people shall all be righteous;
they shall possess the land for ever.
They are the shoot that I planted, the work of my hands,
so that I might be glorified.
I am GOD;
in its time I will accomplish it quickly.
Sung refrain 	The Holy One will be your everlasting light, 
and God will be your glory.

This is the Word of our GOD                         Thanks be to God!

Sermon                    							      The Rev. Dr. Amy Butler

Hymn            		 Joyful, Joyful We Adore You                                                    ODE TO JOY

Joyful, joyful we adore you God of glory, God of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before you, opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the storms of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day.

All your works with joy surround you, earth and heaven reflect your rays,
Stars and angels sing around you, center of unbroken praise,
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain, teach us what our praise should be.

You are giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blessed.
Wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest!
Loving Spirit, Father, Mother, all who love belong to you;
Teach us how to love each other, by that love our joy renew.

Mortals join the happy chorus which the morning stars began;
Boundless love is reigning o’er us, reconciling race and clan. 
Ever singing, move we forward, faithful in the midst of strife,
Joyful music leads us onward in the triumph song of life.

Offering                                                                             		       The Rev. Andrew Warner 
Offering goes to Pathfinders
Pathfinders brings safety, hope and healing to youth in crisis through innovative and transformational services. Their vision is to provide a more meaningful voice for youth in crisis and ensure that all youth are safe, healthy, independent, successful and valued. For more information about Pathfinders, 
visit their website at www.pathfindersmke.org
Your gift to Pathfinders will be receipted by the United Church of Christ
 and will be added to a lump sum donation to the organization. 
Text UCCPATHFINDERS to 41444

Song                I Will Sing of Your Love, Love, Love				Christopher Grundy

I will sing of your love, love, love
of your steadfast love
for as long as I live, and 
I will sing of your love, love, love
for as long as I live. 

I will sing, "Let the children come,
do not hinder them," 
for you love every one, and
I will sing of your love, love, love
for as long as I live. 

I will sing of the trees so tall
of the oceans so deep
and your love for them all, and
I will sing of your love, love, love
for as long as I live. 

Your love is stronger than the mountains
soaks through me like the pouring rain;
it's no wonder that I'm answering your call.
Whenever someone needs a neighbor
and wherever there's a child in pain
we'll be working on a just world for all

I will sing of your love, love, love
of your steadfast love
for as long as I live, and 
I will sing of your love, love, love
for as long as I live,
for as long as I live.     ©2015 Hand and Soil Music.


Recessional Part One: 	Siyahamba			South African Traditional, adapted
“Marching in the Light of God”.	

Si-ya-hamb’ e-ku-kha-nyen’ kwen-khos’ (4X)
Si-ya-hamba, hamba, 
Si-ya-hamb’ e-ku-kha-nyen’ kwen-khos’
Si-ya-hamba, hamba, 
Si-ya-hamb’ e-ku-kha-nyen’ kwen-khos’

Mar-cha-re-mos a la luz de Dios (4X)
Mar-cha-re mos, Mar-cha-re-mos
Mar-cha-re-mos a la luz de Dios
Mar-cha-re mos, Mar-cha-re-mos
Mar-cha-re-mos a la luz de Dios

We are marching in the light of God (4X)
We are marching, marching,
we are marching in the light of God
We are marching, marching,
we are marching in the light of God

Sending Forth:	We will draw cards from those collected at the start and create our sending prayer together:  the response to each will be “Yes, Let’s!”

Benediction										Rev. Butler

Recessional Part Two:
We are living in the love of God (4X)
We are living, we are living,  
We are living in the love of God
We are living, we are living 
We are living in the love of God.

We are building in the power of God (4X)
We are building, we are building 
We are building in the power of God.
We are building, we are building 
We are building in the power of God.

We are moving in the power of God (4X)
We are moving, we are moving 
We are moving in the power of God.
We are moving, we are moving 
We are moving in the power of God.

Postlude 
The preacher for this evening’s service is the Rev. Dr. Amy Butler, Senior Minister, The Riverside Church in New York City; the writer is the Rev. Ashley Goff, Pastor, Arlington Presbyterian Church, Arlington, VA

Leaders in the service:  Mr. Paul Fogle, Chairperson, UCC Disabilities Ministries; The Rev. Justo González II,  Interim Conference Minister, Illinois Conference; The Rev. Dr. Cheryl Lindsay, Associate Minister, Mt Zion Congregational UCC, Cleveland, OH; The Rev. Andrew Warner, Director of Development of the Wisconsin Conference, and Generosity Outreach Officer for OPTIC –United Church of Christ; The Rev. Dr. Christopher Grundy, Associate Professor of Preaching and Worship and Associate Dean of the Chapel, Eden Theological Seminary ; Dr. Jo Deen (Jody) Blaine Davis, Director of Music Ministries, Congregational Church of New Canaan, CT, and President, UCC Musicians’ Association

Milwaukee Synod Dance Troupe	Cynethia Vijayakumar, Alma Mercado, Ogechi Egekeze
Edward Lawrence, choreographer;    Milwaukee Synod Band:	Brian Dale – drums; Ethan Bender – electric bass; Bob Monagle – electric and acoustic guitars; Jeff Kitzman – trumpet, flugelhorn, leader; Jamie Beckman – woodwinds; Kathryn Hardt – trombone; Jaymes Finlayson – auxiliary percussion; Kimberly Johnson – lead vocal; Thomas M. Scott – keyboards/vocals

Thanks to the Local Arrangements Committee (LAC), co-chairs, the Rev. Deborah Payden and the Rev. Tom Payden, and the Rev. Tim Perkins and the Rev. Bonnie Andrews, for endless courtesies and boundless assistance! Thanks to the Light Bearers, an intergenerational group comprising LAC volunteers and GS Youth at Synod, and to the LAC Ushers who have smoothly facilitated welcome and offering times under the direction of John and Cindy Helt and Jean Wallenfang.

Thanks to the Rev. Bill Utke and the members of Emanuel UCC Congregation of Hales Corners, Wisconsin, for the loan of their Communion Table.  The table was built in the 1970s under the direction of Rev. Segedy during a renovation of the sanctuary; the angles of the table mirror the angles of the congregational seating, as a way to bring the liturgical action closer to the people. The table was hand made by woodworkers in the congregation, Ben Hager and Louis Duchossois.

The Amistad Cross and Font were commissioned by General Synod 32.  The intention in creating these beautiful, portable liturgical furnishing is to make them available for future Synods and national gathering as symbols which give voice to UCC history and faith.
The Rev. Alexandra Childs, Synod’s artist for Stage Environment & designer of new Processional Cross & Baptismal Font, collaborated with 3 primary artists to reflect the essence of “Shine” ~ Charles Pyle, impeccable wood craftsman from Santa Cruz Mountains,  George Scott, exquisite Seattle glass artist, and Joyce K Horn, the Tiffany of Glass Lampwork.  The Iroko Tree of tropical West Africa can live up to 500 years. The tree is known to the Yoruba as ìrókò; it offers shade, nutritious fruit favored by resident primates, bats and local villages. The Iroko is an extraordinary carbon sequester, removing it both from the atmosphere & the soil.  Traditionally, the Iroko tree is believed to have spiritual properties. The tree is revered, feared & protected; if a community requires that the tree be felled, it is done most successfully with prayer and offerings.  The UCC is blessed to have received this gift of this wood from a sacred tree.  Perhaps in order to fully honor this gift we must receive it with an awe & humble gratitude. 
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